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— æð ã.— —— —B — 


| 
Mee 
of il Wl Wi! 


i 


2 


— —„—-— 


_ 


þ 


= 
2 > — = 


en 


1 * 
NN 
We 


e 


* 
72 


4» 
weld 
In 


Wo 


IN and 
* 
vx 


ia. 1» 


o v1 
v4 b 
TARA 1 


ll. 


| 


in 


La Belle Afſemblee : 


BEING A CURIOUS 


COLLECTION 


OF SOME VERY 


Remarkable Incidents 


Which happened to Perſons of the 
FIRST QUALITY in France. 


INTERSPERSED 


With Entertaining and Improving OBSER Va» 
TIONs made by them on ſeveral Paſſages 
in Hiſtory, both Ancient and Modern. 


————— 


Written in French for the Entertainment of the 
K1NG, and dedicated to him 


By Madam DE GOMEZ. 


Adorned with CoyyER-PLATES. 
VOL IV. 
; THE EIGHTH EDITION. 


_- 


LL 0 A © 7 


Printed for H. MWocdfall, V. Strahan, J. Rivington, 
R. Baldavin, W. Johnſton, C. Rivington, R. Horsfield, 
G. K ith, V. Nicoll, C. and R. Ware, M. Richord/on, 
J. and T. Pote, and T. Burns; Mocc Lxv. 


__ —— >. m——_——_ 


| La Belle Aſſemblie. 


V © L W. e 


— 2 


The SIX TEENTNH Dar. 


r T was but a very little time after 
Y the Sun with his returning 

. Beams had begun to chear this 
part of the Globe, when the 
two beautiful Friends S$i/viana 
and Areliſe quitted their Bed, 
and went into the Apartment 
of Nania; which they found 
that Lady was juſt ready to 
leave, in order to pay them 
that Civility ſhe now received from them. As ſhe was 
not accuſtomed to be wanting in theſe Kind of reſpects, 
ſhe excuſed herſelf in ſo gallant and agreeable a manner, 
that thoſe to whom ſhe made her Apology were ink- 
nitely pleas'd to have prevented her deſigned Complai- 
ſance ; fince it furniſhed her fine Genius with a new Op- 
portunity of diſcovering itſelf, ſo much to the Improve- 
ment and Delight of the Hearers. ; 
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Bur Urania fearing the ſame Thing might happen 
to her with Celemena, would not prolong the Conver- 
ſation ; and taking both their Hands, led them to that 
Lady's Chamber, where they were immediately join'd 
by Felicia, Hortenfia, Julia, Camilla, and Florinda. 
Wu the firſt Compliments were over, Confeſs now, 
ſaid Celemena, addreſſing herſelf to Areliſe, that but for 
the Pain your Abſence inflifts on a Perſon juſtly dear to 
you, you would not wiſh to be in any other Place than 
this. I have ſeldom known Celemena miſtaken, reply'd 
that beautiful Lady, with a Bluſh which gave a double 
Luſtre to her Charms; and I do not in the leaſt diſſem- 
ble, when I proteſt, that if one Attachment at Parts 
were join'd to thoſe I find here, there would be nothing 

could add to my Happineſs. 
I ox pDERSTAND you, cry'd Urania, embracing her, 
and whenever the Day arrives which ſhall unite you for 
ever with what you love, it will deprive me of an un- 
ſpeakable Satisfaction, if I am not permitted to be a 
Witneſs of your Felicity. | 

Fos my Part, interrupted Si/viana, the Pleaſures 
this Situation, and the Eſteem J have for this agreeable 
Society, have made me almoſt forget all other Engage. 
ments; and had it not been for the Diſcourſe of Cele- 
mena, there was more than a little Danger I ſhould have 
quite loſt the Memory of every Thing tle. 

Ou the inſincere one ! exclaim'd Areliſe laughing, 
but for your Puniſhment, I will inform the whole Com- 
pany that your Heart is too full of Lifmond, to have 
any Share in this Compliment. : | 

Wrar, cry'd Florinda haſtily, is this Li/fimond of 
whom you ſpeak, the ſame that gave Occaſion to that 
agreeable Argument on Self-Love, with whica we were 
ſo delightfully entertained ? 

Yes, charming Flo, inda, anſwer'd Areleſe, he was 
the Lover of S;/2;zana for ſeveral Years, without da- 
ring to declare himſelf as ſuch ; not that he wanted 
any Requiite to entitle him to the Favour of a Maid 


of Quality: He is deſcended of a Family no leſs valued 
in 


| 
| 
a 


mon Reſpect for Silviana, ſeem 


| 039 
in the World for a Thouſand ſhining Virtues, than, for 
its antient Nobility : He is rich, amiable in his Perſon, - 
has a fine Underſtanding, improved by all the Helps of 
Education; and what is yet above all theſe, he is a Man 
of itrit Honour and Morality. But all theſe Perfecti- 
ons were not ſufficient to make him hope the Preference 


among ſuch a Number of Adorers, as were continually 


about 87/viana. He found himſelf indeed treated by 
ker with particular Marks of Diſtinction; but as a true 
Paſſion is always timid, he imputed them only to her 


Civility, and trembled in diſcloſing his Aﬀection, he 
mould loſe the Regards he now obtained from her as an 


indifferent Acquaintance. 
In this Manner did he paſs over more . than three 
Years, till perceiving none of his Rivals had the Secret 


to pleaſe her, he at length began to imagine there might 


be a Poſſibility one Day to convert the Eſteem ſhe now 
had for him into a more tender Paſſion ; he therefore 


© reſolved to ſound the Bottom of her Sentiments, and 


for that Purpoſe toak a Method, which, I believe, you 
will think pretty extmerdinary. He all at once with- 
drew his Aſſiduities, and affeRing no more than a com- 
7 to ſtudy nothing more 
than to render himſelf agreeable to the young Meliſſa, 
who indeed wants no Charms to favour the Deceit. 
He was never from her at thoſe Times when he knew 
there would be many Witneſſes of his Vifits. He con- 
ſtantly attended her to the Tai/leries, the Ball, the Opera, 
and all publick Places ; and without mentioning the 
leaſt Word of a Paſſion for her, made every body ima- 
gine he was poſſeſt of the moſt violent one. This Arti- 
fice had the deſired Effect; it not only diſcover'd to 
Silviana the Influence his Merits had gain'd over her, 
which till then ſhe was intirely ignorant of herſelf, but - 
alſo made known to the tranſported Lover, that he had 
been far from indifferent to her. It was this Situation 
of Mind which gave Riſe to the Converſa ion you have 
heard concerning Self-Love, in which ſhe maintain'd 
with ſo much Wit and Spirit that her Jealouſy proceed- 
ed only from that Paſhon. — 
B 2 Bu r 
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Bur that Diſcourſe was no ſooner over, than ſhe was 
convinced, as I had been long before, how much ſhe 
had been a Stranger to the true Poſition of her own 
Heart. Liſimond appear'd at the End of the Walk, 
leading Melia; Silviana perceived them firſt, and with 
a viſible Diſcompoſure in her Countenance, Look there! 
cry'd the; behold, how that Creature is dreſs'd to-day ! 


How unbecoming is every Thing about her! I wonder 


how any body can think her tolerable. 

I xxow not, anſwer'd I, laughing, whether my Self- 
Love is leſs clear- ſighted than yours, or whether I am 
naturally more juſt ; but I proteft to you, that I think 
I never ſaw her more agreeable than at this Inſtant ; 


and I aſſure you, ſhe always paſs'd with me for a Wo- 


man perfectly lovely. 
IT may be fo, reſumed ſhe, with ſome Heſitation in 


| her Voice, and a Look, which let me know ſhe was 


not a little piqued at what I had ſaid ; and was ſuffici- 
ent to conform me in my former Conjectures, that it 
was ſomething more than Vanity which made her fo 
uneaſy at the Aſſiduities Liſimond had lately paid this 
Lady. b 

By this Time we were ſo near each other, that it was 
impoſſible for us to avoid them: Meliſſa accoſted S7/- 
vViana, with her uſual Freedom; but this Lady in re- 
turning her Salutation, turn'd ſo extremely pale, that 


the other demanded if ſhe were indiſpoſed. I ſupported 


her under the Arm, and was ſo ſenſible of what ſhe felt 
in this Interview, that I trembled for her ; but as I was 
about to ſpeak, ſhe reply*d ro Meliſſa, with a Courage, 
which it was eaſy to perceive ſhe took ſome Pains to 
aſſume, that ſhe had not been well for ſome Days, and 
that ſhe came out only to take the Air, it being one of 
the Remedies preſcrib'd by the Phyſicians. As ſoon as 
ſhe had proneunced theie Words, ſhe turned haſtily 
away, without attending to what either ſhe or Eifmond 
— going to ſay, or uſing any farther Ceremony to 
them. 

We left the Tuilleries directly, and her Coach, 


which waited at the Gate, carried us Home, without 
| her 
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her opening her Lips to ſpeak one Word to me: I was 
not much ſurprized at her Silence, nor pretended Indiſ- 
poſition, for I ſaw the Agitations of her Soul, and that 
Lifimond was become infinitely dearer to her than till 
that Moment ſhe believed he was. 

In the mean Time, that faithful Lover, who had but 
acted a Part in Concert with Mel;/a, for whom he had 
nothing more than a perfect Efteem, begg* Leave to 

uit her in order to follow Si/viaza, whoſe ſuppoſed 
Uneſs had given him a Diſquiet, that made him forget 
all the Indifference he had determin' d to affect. | 

Far from oppoling his Defign, that good-natur'd Lady 
prefs'd the Execution of it, and perceiving tome of her 
Acquaintance in a diſtant Walk, ſhe went immediately 
to them, leaving him in the Liberty he defired. He was 
at Silviana's almoſt as ſoon as we ; but his Sight fa 
ſu den, and ſo unexpected, threw her into ſo violent a 
Surprize, that, wholly unable to withſtand theſe diſfe- 
rent Emotions which all at once crouded into her Breait, 
ſhe fell motionleſs on the Couch ſhe was ſitting on. 

I was ſtrangely perplex'd at this Adventure, but my 
Aﬀoniſhment hindred me not from having Recourſe to 
all the Remedies proper for her Recovery, while Liſi- 
mond was on his Knees before her, with all the Symp- 
toms of a Man abandon'd to Deſpair, beating his Breaſt, 
weeping and kiſſing her Hands by turns, as varioufly 
agitated by his Love and Grief. T 

Our Cares at length brought her to herſelf ; and 
the fiſt Object that preſented itſelf to her returning 
Senſes being Liſimond at her Feet, pouring forth his 
Soul in Terms the molt ſoft and paſſionate that Love 
can diate, or that Wit can form; ſhe regarded him 
with an Aſtoniſhment, which, I fear'd would a ſecond 
Time have overcome her Spirits : But this Surprize be- 
ing of a different Nature — the former, had a diffe- 
rent Effect: And after he had ſaid enongh to remove all 
thoſe Seruples, which had formerly given her ſo much 
Diſquiet, What, cry'd ſhe, is it poſſible, that Meliſſa has 
no Share in your Affections, and that it is 3 

whom 


161 
whom alone you love? I have never adored any other 


than you, anfwer'd he, nor did Nature ever produce 
Charms capable of making me forget yours one Mo- 


ment t is more than three Years that J have lan- 
guiſh'd for you, I teſtify'd my Admiration of you as 
far as the Humilivy of my Paſſion would permit; but 
you vouchſafed not to underitand me; I fear'd myſelf 
deſpiſed, and durit not coine to a fartier Explanation, 
and therefore withdrew my Aſſiduities Melifſa is 
my Kinſwoman, I made her the Confident of my Love 
and my Deſpair. She adviſed me to declare _— ; 
but the Dread of difpleaſing you would not ſufter me 
to take her Counſzl ; and had not the extreme Inquie- 
tude, which I was ſeiz'd with at your telling us you 
were indiſpoſed, compelled me to follow you, in order 
to be more fully inform'd of the State of your Health, 
J know not whether I ſhould ever have aſſumed Cou- 
rage to have attended you, without having received 
ſuch Commands from yourſelf The Swoon you 
have been in, my Grief and Diſtraction to behold it, 
have now diſcovered the Secret of my Heart, you 
are in Poſſeſſion of it diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe 
INDEED, reply'd Silviana (with a Tranquillity which 
ſurpriz'd me more than her former Diſcompoſure had 
dose) you had ſaved yourſelf great part of thoſe In- 
quietudes you complain of, had [ been ſooner made ac- 
quainted with your Sentiments: It was impoſſible for 
me to gueſs what paſſed in your Heart, when I was fo 
much a Stranger to my own, that, till the Pain I felt 
in the Change of your Behaviour towards me, and the 
Pleaſure which now re-animates me in this Confeſſion 
of your Love, I knew not that I had a Tenderneſs for 
you——twas Jcalouſy, twas Love, twas the Joy of 
ſeeing you again, that threw me into the Condition I 
have been in: I am not accuſtomed to Emotions, ſuch 
as I have lately ſuſtain'd ; and as I wiſh never to be in- 
volved in the like, I accept your Heart, and receive 
without Diilmlation, the Faith you offer me. 5 


127 
T aw little able to deſcribe to you the Graces with 
which Silviana made this Declaration, but much leſs 
to give you an adequate Idea of what the tranſported 
Li/imond felt at ſo happy a Diſcovery. So I ſhall only 
ſay, that after a — 4 Teſtimonies of the moſt in- 
violable Affection on both Sides, they agreed to be 
united for ever in the indiſſoluble Bonds of Hymen, as 
ſoon as Marine my Aunt ſhould return from Britany, 
where ſhe was gone on ſome Family Affairs. This 
Lady had the Care of Silviana's Education; her Mo- 
ther died while ſhe was yet an Infant, and ſhe ought 
the Aﬀection ſhe had ſhown in that Charge merited this 
Conſideration from her. I no ſooner heard this, than 
I wrote to my Aunt a Recital of the whole Adventure, 
who returned me an immediate Anſwer, that ſince her 
Abſence was all that retarded the Happineſs of ſo faith- 
ful a Pair, ſhe would make all poſſible Haſte to Paris: 
We are in Expectation of her in about three or four 
Days, and Lifmond ſet out to meet her on the Way; 
and that gave us the Opportunity of enjoyingſthe Hap- 
ineſs Celemena has procured us. 
SILVIANAd now confeſſes, that her Jealouſy of Ti- 
mond proceeded from a Motive very different from that 
of Self- love; and he, that his ſeeming Attachment to 
Meliſja, was for no other End than to try what Ef- 
fe it would have on her. Silviana made him ſome 
Repreaches for this Stratagem; but with ſo much Wit 
and Tenderneſs, that he had no reaſon to complain. 
All Doubts of Rivalſhip being now removed, Me/i/T 
was ſent for to partake in their Contentment; and this 
amiable Lady, who is ſhortly to be married to an inti- 
mate Friend of Lifmond's, brought with her, her in- 
tended Spouſe ; and never was a Converſation more: 
agreeable, or more gay, than paſſed between this lit-- 
tle Company. Meliſſa ſincerely congratulated Silviana 
on the Concluſion of this Affair; and Si/viana being; 
entirely cured of that Paſſion which had blinded her: 
Reaſon, now render'd Juſtice to the Beauty of that a- 


grecable Lady, There cannot be a more perfect Amity 
B 4 than 


81 
than between them two; and I believe the ſame Day 
will be appointed for the Nuptials of both. 

SILYVIANA, in whoſe every Action may be diſco- 
vered the moſt charming Freedom and Openneſs of 
Heart, had no ſooner entred into an Engagement with 
Liſimord, than ſlie diſmiſs'd all that Train of Admirers 
which had given him ſo much Pain; and told them, 
that the Name of Virgin, which had ſo long authorized 
their Addrefles, had now no longer the Power, and the 
Name of Liſimond's Wife, which ſhe had determined to 
take upon her in a ſhort Time, permitted her not te 
receive any Viſits on the Score of Love. 

As great a Shock as this Declaration was to ſome, 
who had flattered themſelves with being well in her Eſ- 
teem, none had the Temerity to complain ; and in 
Spite of their Diſappointment were compell'd to own, 
that ſhe who had behaved with ſo much Decorum in 
the great World, knew alſo how to retire with the ſame 
Prudence. | 

Tuvs, continued Areliſe, have J given you the true 
State of S7/viana's Heart and Circumſtances; and by 
what I have ſaid, you may eaſily judge, if all tbe Plea- 
ſures ſhe can partake with us, are capable of making 
her forget thoſe which Love and Marriage are preparing 
for her. 

Tue beautiful Are/i/e here concluded her Narration. 
T aſfure you, ſaid Urania, that nothing is more pleaſing 
han this Adyenture, nor more entertaining than the 
Manner in which it has been recited. | 

I do not think, added Felicia, that there is a Poſſi- 
bility of giving greater Embelliſhments. Thoſe who 
can ſpeak in this Manner, cried Camilla, can commit 
no Fault equal to Silence; and we are infinitely obliged 
to the charming Areliſe, that ſhe did not abridge the 
Hiſtory ſhe gave us, not only that our Curioſity is more 

_amply ſatisfied with all the Particulars which brought 
cn the Happineſs of Lifimond ; but alſo that in ſo doing 
fie prolong the Pleaſure of hearing ker. 
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Turk are ſo ſew Incidents in the Affair ſhe has 
been relating, ſaid Silviara, that it. required no leſs a 

Genius than that of Areliſe to ſpin it to the Length ſhe: 
has done without becoming tedious, = 
+ xNow too well, reſumed Areli/e, the Value of 
Praiſe, when given by ſuch Mouths, not to wiſh I 
merited it but J intreat, you will convert your 

Attention to a more worthy Object. I ſee ſomething in 

the beautiful Hortenſia's Eyes, that perſuades me her 

Mind is ill at Eaſe *Tis eaſy to divine the Cauſe, ſaid 
Celemena: And if we examine ſome others of this agree-- 
able Society, we ſhall find the ſame Marks of an in- 

ward Agitation; and if it be true, as certainly it is, 
that Huſbind and Wife make but one, we have here 

but half of Urania, Felicia, Hortenſia, Julia, Camilla, 

or Florinda. 

You are very penetrating, replied Camilla, with her 
accuſtomed Gaiety, and I am very ready to alrow the 
Juſtice of your Obſervation. And I, adde! Hortenfia : 
Urania, Felicia, Julia, and Florinda, confeſs'd alſo, that 
the Abſence of their Spouſes gave them ſome Inquie- 
tude ; and every one of them promiſed to make their 
particular Reproaches. 

CELEMENN 4 hal a Heart too delicate not to be 
ſenſible, that theſe Ladies muſt really ſeel ſome Pain in: . 
the imagin'd Negligence of Perſons ſo dear to them; 
and therefore propoled to go in ſearch of them, who 
ſhe doubted not were all together. The whole beauti-- 
ful Company gladly confented, and riſing up with that 
Deſign, the Door was no ſooner opened than they per- 
ceived Thelamont, Orophanes, and all the reſt in an An- 
tichamber, where they had been for ſome Time, and: 
heard all their Diſcourſe ; the Ladies ſtarted, and turu'd. 
back into the Chamber, where they were follow'd by 
their Huſbands, laughing excetavely at their Anger and. 
Atoniſhnent. 

We no more deſerve, ſaid Thelamont, the Treat- 
ment you have prepared for us, thin any thing you are 
eapabie of ſaying could be ſevere enough to puniſh our: 
Neglect, had we been guilty. We were no looner. told 
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you were here, than we ran to pay our Duty, and 
*ame up juſt as the amiable A-e/i/e began the Hiſtory of 
Silviana, which being loth to interrupt, we ſtayed in 
the next Room, and have enjoyed the ſame Pleaſure in 
that Recital with yourſelves. 
»Tis we therefore, added Orophanes, that ought to 
-make Reproaches, that you aſſembled yourſelves toge- 
ther, without admitting us to ſhare in your Entertain- 
ments. True, cry'd Or/ames, and I know n6t what 
Reparation could have been made us, had we been 
deprived of hearing the Adventures of the beautiful 
Silvinra, related in ſo agreeable a Manner. Indeed, 
ſaid Urania, ſmiling, I very much applaud this Ac- 
tion of yours, and am * * that you have loſt 
nothing of that Diſcourſe ; for, I aſſure you, continued 
ſhe, looking tenderly on Thelamont, that I ſccretly 
Wiſh'd a thouſanu Times you could partake of the Satiſ- 
faction it gave us. : 
AFTER ſuch an Acknowledgement, anſwer' d he, it 
is impcilible to be angry; and I know not, if it is not 
a kind of Merit in a Perſon ſometimes to commit 
a Fault, who knows how to excuſe it with ſo good a 
Grace. | 
T 1s amiable Society diverted themſelves ſome time 
in ſuch like Demonſtrations of their Wit and Good- 
Humour, till being told Dinner was on the Table, they 
adjourn'd to the Hall, where they fat down with a 
Contentment of Mind, that render'd Noon more pleaſ- 
ing than the Morning had been. When Dinner was 
over, they went into the Library, and according to the 
Rules preſcrib'd by them, the Converiatian turn'd 
wholly cn the inſtructive Part. Celemena having open'd 
the firſt Bock that offer'd to her View: See here, ſaid 
ſte, putting it again into its Place, the Life cf one of 
ti e Reman Emperors, which is to me the moſt deteſta- 
te: It is that of Domitian, the Son of Veſpaſian, and 
Erot er of Titus; who, though he had ſome good 
Qualities, was ſo ſtrongly c:111ed away by his Vices, 
taat the fermer ferved only to render the latter more 
conſpicuons. | 
Ir 


CES 


J 
Ir is true, ſaid Thelamont; that this Emperor had 
great Faults ; but it muſt alſo be confeſs'd he had ſomo 
excellent Parts, He took an. extreme Care, that the 
Magiſtrates under him ſhould do Juſtice even to the 
meaneſt of the Roman People, or of the conquer'd Pro— 
vinces; and never pardon'd a. Judge who had been 
found guilty of Bribery or Partiality. He had fre- 
quently this Maxim in his Mouth, That the Prince. who» 
did not puniſh Corruption was guilty of it himſelf. 
He was the firſt that gave the Romans any Notion of 
a Naval: Fight, by cauſing a great Lake to be cleanſed, 
and afterwards £11'd up by the Waters of Tyber,. on 
which he appointed a great Number. of Galleys and 
other Veſſels, to encounter each other, to the great Sa-- 
tisfaction and Improvement of the SpeRators &y 4 not 
withſtanding the immenſe Sums he expended in this, 
and other Shews, he never was able to attract the Love 
of the common People, fond as they are generally of. 


.. every thing that makes a Noiſe. 


ox was he more ſucceſsſul among tlie better Sort, 
though he did ſeveral Things worthy of giving him 
the Title of Father of his Country, particularly in. 


depriving Courtezans, and other Women of a known, 


debauch'd Life, of the Liberty of being carried in Lit- 
ters, or receiving any Legacies or Gifts, by Way off 
Teſtaments ;. — expelling a young Senator from the: 
Capitol, for having been the Principal in a Dance. 
But theſe good Edicts ſeemed but like Starts of Virtue. in: 
his Soul, the greater Part of his Actions provmg the 
almoſt Propenſity to all Manner of Voluptuouſneſs and 
Cruelty. But that which rendered him moſt odious 
to all Ranks of Men was, that he would needs: make 
himſelf be worſhipped:as a God, and caus'd all thoſe: 
who refuſed to offer Incer ſe to him, to be proſerib'd as, 


Traitors. 
His Rage and Cruelty carried. him ſo far, that on: 


ſome ſlight Oppoſition male to his Meaſures; he facri-- 


ſced ſome of the principal Senators, and afterwards ba- 


niſh'd. St. Joba the £wargelit into the lfte.of. Pathinot, 
3.6 andi 
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and put to Death two Popes, Clement and Auaclet. Wea- 
ried with ſuch repeated Acts of Tyranny, it is not to 


| be wonder'd at that ſo many Conſpiracies were form'd 


to rid the World of ſo deteited a Monſter; but tho? ſe- 
veral Projects of this Kind had been render'd abortive, 
he was at laſt afl:flinated in his Palace by thoſe of his 
own Houſhold, in the 15th Year of his Reign: And 
this aſſuming Emperor, who while he lived, wou'd be 
a ored as a God, had after his Death no other Honours 
than a filent Tomb. A remarkable Inſtance of Divine 
Juſtice, which, ſooner or later, never fails to humble 
and to puniſh the Proud and the Vain-glorious. 

Ir is molt true, ſaid Or /ames, that exceſſive Pride 
is ſeldom unattended by ſome dreadful Cataſtrophe : 
But, continued he, let us turn our Eyes from theſe horri— 
ble Images, and make a Contraſt more agreeable : Let 
us to the Madneſs and Folly of Va nity, oppoſe the Ex- 
cellence of Modeſty; and in the room of what we 
woul.: avoid, call to remembrance that we would 
imitate, An Inſtance of this laſt which to me ſeems 
worthy of Acmiration, happen'd under the . of 
the ſame Emperor, of whom we have been ſpeaking. 
The 10:nd of Grear-Britain, being almoſt wholly revolt- 
ed ficm the Roman Power, Domitian ſent a very 
great Amy, commanded by that wiſe and valiant Ge- 
n-ral Agricola, in order to reduce it to its former 
Obedience. Ihis brave Man, at his Arrival, found an 
Oppc ſition much greater than he expected; for the Bri- 
teig were not oy unanimouſly bent on the Recovery 
of their Freedom, but had alſo called in the Scots or 
Pias, and I if to their Afiſtance ; fo that they formed 
a ody c:pavle of ſtriking Terror to a Heart leſs ia tre- 
pid and reſolute than that of Aricola. But this mag- 
ninmoos Roman, far from being ſurpriz'd or daunted at 
their Numbers, ſeem'd raiker pleas*d to think, that if 
he ve came, it would be a Conqueſt worthy of him; 
and habn g animated his Soldiers, proccede! to the At- 
tick, bruce into che Enemies Camp, and gave them a 
more tl Rout then ihe man Power had ever boaſted 
ol in that warlike IUmd. The Victory being com- 

pleated, 


E 


leated, he wrote an Account of it to the Emperor; 

ut tho' it was the Cuſtom for the Generals, after they 
had gain'd a Battle, to encloſe Leaves of Laurel in the 
Letters they ſent to the Emperor, or the Senate, as a 
Mark of their Victory, he would not make uſe of that 
Symbol, and only gave a plain Narration of what had 
happened, aſcribing all the Praiſe of what was done to 
the Captains and Soldiery, and ſaying no more of him- 
ſelf in the Conduct or Action of that memorable Day, 
than that he had the Honour of being one among the 
reſt, whe had been ſerviceable to his Bounty. Nor did 
he avoid doing Juſtice to himſelf, thro' any Fear of of- 
fending the jealous Domitian, but thro' his own innate 
Muodeity, and the Averſion he had to Oſtentation. 

Wr have ſeen in our own Times, ſaid H_ ſome 
great Captrins, who, in this Virtue, have been nothing 
inferior to the worthy Roman you mention. Thoſe Let- 
ters which the Duke of Lorrain wrote to the Emperor 
Leopold on the Victories he gain'd over the Army of the 
Grand Signior, are Examples of Modeſty, and true 
Magnanimity, to all ſucceeding Ages. | 

I HAT allo of Prince Lewis of Baden to the ſame 
Emperor, giving an Account of the Battle he gain'd 
at Salankemen, over the Army of the Turks, com- 
mandud by the Crand Viſier Coprogly, is deſerving of 
the hig eſt Encomiams. This Coprogly was no leſs 
famous tor hie Valour and Conduct, than had been his 
Predeceſſors Habomet and Achmet, Grand Vifiers; and 
being ſenſihle whom he was to encounter, had now 
taken a particular Care to be well furniſhed with a nu- 
merous Artiliery, and to poſt his Troops in the moſt ad- 
vantageous Manner. Prince Leauis of Baden was not 
Ignorant of the Prudence and Perſonal Bravery of this 
General ; but inftead of avoiding the Combat, as he 
might eaſily have done, he attack'd Sword in hand; 
and after a Vichy of ſix Hours, forced into the Turki/þ 
Camp. Ihe Stud Vifier was killed, the whole Army 
put to the out, and ail the Baggage, which was very 
conſiderable, became the Victor's Spoil. The Fame of 
dis great Action cover'd Prince Lewis with never Gus 1 
urels. Wi 
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Laurels. Vet did this Hero preſerve his uſual Wiſdom 
and Modeſty ; and in his Account of it to the Emperor, 
gave all the Praiſe to the Princes and Chiefs of his Ar- 
my, without ſaying any wore of himſelf, than that he 
had aſſiſted them with his Advice. 
THERE is no Quality more truly great, ſaid Vrania, 
than Modeſty ; which, while laviſh in adorning the 
Merits of another, is wholly forgetful of its own. But 
in ſpeaking of this Virtue, we Hhould be ſtrangely un-- 
juſt, ſhould we negle& the Marſhal de Turenne ; that 
great Man having gain'd the celebrated Battle of Dune 
near Dunkirk, wrote to Madam his Spouſe in theſe 
Terms, 8 
oh E have engaged the Enemy, and God be- 
prais'd have got the better of them: I am 
« a little fatigued in the Action, therefore wiſh you a. 
good Night, and hope to enjoy the ſame.“ 
TukxENNE. 


* 


How eloquent is this Modeſty ! How noble this Sim-- 
plicity ! All the Agricala's in the World are not com- 
parable to ſuch a Hero! 

 Moen%s1tur the Marſhal de Luxemburgh was alſo no 
leſs poſſeſt of this amiable Quality, and teſtify*d it by 

the Letter he diſpatch'd to Lewis XIV. by Monſieur 
a" Artagxan, juſt after he gain'd the memorable Battle of 
Nerawinde,. over the Army of the Allies, commanded by 

the Prince of Orange. Theſe are the Terms in which 

he wrote, Ward for Word, | 


SIL, 
es ONSIEUR A Artagnan will tell your Majeſty. 
= N all that has paſt; the Enemy has done Won 
ders, but your Troops have done yet more, the Prin- 
ces of your Biood have ſurpaſſed Imagination. As. 
for me, I have had no other Share in this Victory 
than to have taken Hay, and to have got the better 
of the Prince of Orange, as your Majeſty expreſly 
4 commanded me.“ : — 
11 
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Tur great Prince of Conde, ſaid Or/ames, wrote in a 
different Style, but no lefs worthy of Admiration, after 
he had gained the Battle of Locroy ; theſe are his 


Words. 
I HE Spanifs Army has been nothing in the Hands 
66 of your Majeſty's Troops, we are poſſeſt of their 


«© Camp, their Artillery, their Ammunition, and their 
« Baggage, and made a great Number of Priſoners.” 

Conn 
i Tux ſame great Prince wrote again to the Queen Re- 
| gent after the Battle of Zens in theſe Terms. 


* 7 


© M Attack'd the Spaniards in the Plain of Lens, and 


have defeated their Army: We both fought well.“ 
ConDe. 


IT is not to be doubted, added Orophanes, but that 
France has produc'd many Heroes no way inferior to 
thoſe of the Roman Empire; and in ſpite of the Regard 
we pay to the former Ages, I believe, whoever com- 
pares the Hiſtories of ancient Worthies with thoſe of 
atter Times, will have no reaſon to imagine that Na- 
ture has degenerated : What Annals preſent us with a 
Reign more glorious than that of Lewis XIV? All the 
illuſtrious Qualities which ſeparately render other Prin- 
ces famous, were united in him, and will tranſmit his 
Name, with Admiration, down to the laſt Period of 
Time. ; 
THrar Battle of Nexwinde or Landen, of which Ura- 
nia ipoke, furniſhes an Inſtance of what I advance. 
The French Army was commanded, as ſhe ſaid, by 
Monſieur the Marſhal 4e Luxcmburg, and that of the 
Allies by William III. King ct England: Their Forces 
were pretty near equal, and compoſed beyond all con- 
tradiction, of the moſt valiant Troops in tne World. 
It feem'd as if theſe two Armies met only to diſpute 
the Prize of Valour: The whole Science of the military 
Art, all the Stratagems and Artifices of War, were put 


in practice by tie Generals on both ſides; till the — 
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-after a Fight of twelve Hours, impatient for the Vic- 
tory, forc'd their Way into the Camp, and became 
Maſters of their Artillery. The King of Eng/and then 
finding no Hope of renewing the Battle, made a Re- 
treat, which will always be remembred to his Glory. 
The Account of theſe Actions reaching the Ears of 
Lewis the Great, he made this Reply ; ** The Duke of 
Luxemburg, ſaid that generous Monarch, attack'd 
the Enemy like a Prince of (ende; and the Prince of 
Orange retreated like a Marſhal de Turenne.”” 
War can be more truly magnificent than theſe 
few Words! hor much do they contain! here are four 
different Perſons prais':! at the fame Time; paſt great 
Actions repeated, and Honour given to the preſent. So 
well did this glorious Prince know how to render Juſtice 
to the Merit of huis Subjects, and to his greateſt Ene- 
mies. Ihe Prince of Conti alſo, whoſe Generoſity 
equali'd unis Courage, in writing a Detail of the famous 
Battle to the Prince1s his Spoufe, ſpeaks of it in theſe 
Words: King #7//iam, whoſe heroick Virtues ren- 
der him worthy of the Crown he wears, has made a 
Retreat full of Glory.” 
THERE is a Sympathy between great Souls, which 
will not ſuffer them te deny each other their due Praiſe ;. 
and he that truly loves Virtue, will love it even in an 
Enemy. 
HERE Orophare: ceas'd to ſpeak, and gave the Com- 
pany an Opportunity of telatying the Pleaſure they 
had taken in his Diſcourfe ; every one had ſomethtng- 
obliging to ſay on this Occion, and perhaps they had 
not ſo ſoon given over, if the Spouſe of Urania, who 
knew the Pain theic Sort of Eulogiums gave to the Mo- 
deſty of his Friend, had not interrupted them, by ſay- 
ing, Nothing can be more juſt than this Reflection of. 
Orophaucs, and I think we ought not to ſearch paſt 
Apes aul foreign Nations for what we may be ſo 
abundantly ſupply'd with in our own : Nor Greece, nor 
Rome, ever boaſted greater Names than France had done, 
and fii!l does; and indeed it would be to our Diſgrace 
if we did not, conſidering we have united in our fa- 
Hou 
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wous Academy all that made thoſe two Cities fo juſtly | 
ſteemed: We poſſeſs all that was remarkable of their F 
Heroes, their Philoſophers, their Hiftorians, their Ora- | 
tors, and their Poets. Are not Ariſtotle, Socrates, Pe- 
ricles, Altibiades, Themiſtocles, Xenophon, Thucydides, 
Demoſthenes, Euripides, and Sophocles now our own ? 
And do we not poſſeſs, as much as if we ſaw them li v- 
ing, all that made Rome ſo celebrated? Have we not 
Horace, Virgil, Ovid, Catullus, Tacitus, Titus, Livius, 
and Cicero? 

Wir this Advantage over thoſe famous Common- 
wealths, do we not find in each Member of our illuſtri- 
ous Academy, all the different Sciences, which ſingly 
adorn the Characters of thoſe celebrated Dead? And 
do not our Heroes, after being crown'd by the Hands of 
Victory, prove in this learned Aſſembly, that they 
merit no leſs Honour from the Muſes ? | 

Ir it was a Glory to the Greeks and Romans, to have 
ſo many ſublime Genius's born among them; ours is yet 
greater, who enjoy at once whatever both produced in all 
the different Ages of the World. The general and par- 
ticular Productions of this illuſtrious Body are tranſmitted 
with Admiration through almoſt all Parts of the habi- 
table World. That incomparable Dictionary in 1691, 
is an eternal Trophy rais'd to the Honour of the French 
Genius, "Tis in this uſeful Work that we are 
taught both to ſpeak and write well: All the Nations 
in the World have recourſe to it for Force and Elegance 
of Expreſſion ; and our beſt Treatiſes on all Sorts of Sci- 
ences, owe the Eſteem they find among Strangers to this 
compendious Dictionary: Nor are theſe the only Ad- 
vantages it beſtows ; for I am told for a certain Truth, 
that many who before had not the leaſt Underſtanding 
in the French Language, have been able by a conſtant 
Application, and Help of this Dictionary, to attain a 
_ Knowledge of it ; and not only to tranſlate our 

orks into their own Tongue, but alſo to ſpeak and 
write in it, without the Aſſiſtance of a Maſter. 

THE Romans believed, with reaſon, that it was 


for the Honour of their Republick, to employ all _— 
- "TOY 
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of means to engage People to learn the Latin Tongue. 
To this End, they ſent School-maſters to all their Colo- 
nies ; and thoſe who had the moſt Succeſs were certain 
of the greateſt Reward. Nor were thoſe learned Men 
unrecompens'd ; whole Boroughs have been made free 
on this Occaſion, and particular Perſons honoured with 
conſiderable Employments ; and by this Means the Lan- 
guage extended itſelf thro' Europe, Afia and Africa. 

THe French have indeed no need of ſuch Methods for 
the Propagation of their Language, the Pleaſure their 
Words afford the Reader, their natural Politeneſs, and 
the Charms of their Society, have been ſufficient to at- 
tain all they could wiſh in this Point: But it muſt fill 
be owned, that it is to the profound Learning and Aſſi- 
duity of our noble Academy, that we are indebted for 
the Ambition all other reighbouring Nations expreſs to 
underſtand and converſe with us. 

WEIT, ſaid Felicia, ſmiling, I flatter'd myſelf, that 
Orophanes would this Day have engroſs'd the chief of 
= Praiſes ; but I perceive The/amont would not ſuf- 
er it. 

Tae Diſcourſe of The/amont, interrupted Silviana, 
had not made us capable of forgetting what Orophanes 
ſaid ; hut I find it is peculiar to this Aſſembly, that 

| Whichever of them ſpeaks, demands our whole Admi- 
ration, and we think ourſelves impoſſible to be divided, 
till convinc'd of it by hearing another. = 
Wh Fox my part, added Celemena, all the Moments I paſs 
F here, are a Succeſſion of Improvement and Delight; 
| and tho” I believe nothing can contain more of both 
3; than what Thelamont has now deliver'd, yet I will not 
1 anſwer, but J may change my Opinion when next he 
opens his Mouth. | 
4: 'T1s the ordinary Effect of Truth, ſaid Urania, (wil- 
10 ling to diſembarraſs her Spouſe from the Compliments 
F they were preparing for him) to give Charms to the 
1 1 moſt plain and ſimple Expreſſions. | | 
23! Bur, cry'd Camilla, with a moſt amiable Sprightli- 
N neſs, muſt all our fine Quotations be in favour - the 
br | | en? 
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Men? Tis, methinks, a little unjuſt to confine our Ad- 
miration to one Sex, as if Antiquity had not its Heroines 
as well as Heroes. | 
- Tax Company could not forbear laughing at this 
Reflection of Camilla's, but Silviana taking upon her 
to reply: It is certain, ſaid ſhe, there have been many 
Women worthy of the Praiſes of Poſterity ; but as our 
Condition permits us not to undertake thoſe Enterprizes, 
which do ſo much Honour to Men, and as our Glory 
is of a different Nature from theirs, the great Actions 
of thoſe of our Sex are looked on as extraordinary, and 
hap'ning but rarely, we neicher can, nor ought to value 
ourſelves upon them: Men, on the contrary, convey 
the heroick Deeds and Sentiments of each other from 
Age to Age; and the Name of every great Commander, 
or Philoſopher, is as it were perpetual, by the Emula- 
tion of their Succeſſors: But we ſee not the Example 
of illuſtrious Women much followed : If ſome few have 
been couragious, the greateſt Part have been weak and 
timid ; if one has reign'd with Glory, a thouſand have 
made an ill uſe of Authority; and as in general Nature 
feems not to have deſign'd us for any thing intrepid or 
daring, we oughtnot to think it ſtrange, in ſpite of our 
Self-love, that we have no more than an accidental 
Place in the Praiſes or Quotations of this agreeable So- 
ciety. © 

IAM entirely of your Opinion, lovely Silvana, re- 
ply'd Florinda, and could be content, that nothing great 
among Women were remembred, provided the Actions 
of ſome were wholly forgot; for if our Vanity finds 
ſomewhat wherewith to pleaſe itſelf in the Memory of 
an Artemiſa, a Panthea, a Lucrece, and a Portia, it cru- 
elly ſuffers in that of a Me/aline, a Julia, a Rhodope, , 
and a Lais. 3 8 

You ought, methinks, interrupted Areliſe, to put 

among the Number of theſe laſt the Empreſs Zoa, 
whoſe Life laſt Night was the Subject of my Enter- 
tainment. I know not that Princeſs, faid Celemena, 
turning herſelf to Urania. Since Areliſe, anſwered 


that charming Lady with a Smile, has paſs'd part — 


A. N. 
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the Night in her Company, ſhe muſt give us the Sa- 
tis faction of making us acquainted with her; and tho” 
tis poſſible ſome of us may not be Strangers to her 
Character, yet the Recital, from ſo agreeable a Mouth, 
has all the Charms of Novelty. . You are always 
obliging, reſum'd Aeliſe; and tho' it would be ſome 
Difhculty to relate a Hiſtory, which I believe you are 
better. vers'd in than myſelf, I ſhall ſooner chuſe to diſ- 
cover my Inability, than give you any juſt Cauſe to 
doubt my Obedience, 


2 


* 

— 
n 
- 


The HISTORY of the Empreſs Z o a. 


A FT E R the Death of Conflantine, Son of Ba- 
filius Emperor of the Eaſt, continued this beau- 
tiful Lady, the Empire paſſed to Argiropile, who had 
eſpouſed Zoa, a Princeſs of the Imperial Family. She 
was the moſt lovely Woman of her Time, all the 
Graces of her Sex ſeem'd center'd in her Form ; but all 
the Ambition of the other poſſeſt her Soul ; ſhe deſpis'd 
all Laws but thoſe of her own Will, 'and to that only 
Guide of her Actions, wiſh'd to ſubjugate the whole 
World alſo. She had a Wit and Reſolution capable of 


undertaking and executing the greateſt Things; but as 


her Paſſions were exceſſive, and never regulated by 
Reaſon or by Duty, ſhe ſuffer'd herſelf to be hurried by 
them, like a Ship on a tempeſtuous Sea, without either 
Maſt or Rudder. | . 
. Taz Emperor, who tenderly lov'd her, and had yet 
diſcover'd no other Frailty in her Nature than the De- 
fire of Command, thought himſelf obliged to humour 
her in this Article, becauſe he had the Empire chiefly 
by the Rights of her Birth, and therefore permitted her 
$0 ſhare with him in the ſupreme Authority; pf 
| taat 
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that was not the only Vice with which ſhe was tainted, 
he had occaſion in a little Time to repent the Confidence 
he had placed in her. There was a Prince of his Court 
named Michael Calephate, young, well-made, brave, of 
a good Addreſs, and who knew how to conceal any 
Emotion of. his Soul under the Veil of Virtue. His ex- 
terior Merit made ſuch an Imprefſion on the Heart of 
Zoa, that, without any Reſpe& to her Rank, or Daty, 
or her Honour, ſhe abandoned herſelf without Reſerve 
to the Encroachments of this criminal Paſſion. 

IT was not long before the beloved Prince percei- 
ved the Influence he had gained : He was too attentive 
to every Thing that might give him Hope of raiſing 
his Fortune, to be blind to this, had Zaa more endea- 
vour'd to conceal it ; both burning with the ſame De- 
fire, tho' for different Motives. Michael Calephate grew 
every Day more condeſcending, till both, weary of the 
Reſtraint they were in, and perfectly acquainted with 
each other's Sentiments, reſolved to break the Ice, and 
give a Eooſe to Inclination. Michael watching a fa- 
vourable Moment, . was the firſt that ſpoke ; the Em- 
preſs made no Scruple of returning his Endearments, 
and compleated the Diſhonour in Fact, ſhe had ſo long 
been guilty of in Idea. | | 

ZO 4 had near her a Princeſs of her own Blood, cal- 
led Theodora, in whom ſhe placed the moſt perfect Con- 
fidence; but knowing ſhe wou'd be far frem approving 
her Conduct in this Point, ſhe took all imaginable Care 
to conceal it from her. 

Such is the Misfortune of thoſe who are aban- 
don'd to Vice, they know the Ills they bring upon 
themſelves they ſee the Horror of the Abyſs 
into which they are falling, yet driven by their Paſſions, 
they fly the only Hand cou'd give them Succour, and 
Virtue to them is an Object only of Terror and Af- 
fright: But Theodora had yet a greater Share of Pene- 
tration, than the Empreſs had of Diſſimulation, and 
in Spite of all her Precautions ſaw enough to perſuade 

her, ſhe could not wrong Zoa, even in the worſt Con- 
| jectures 
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jeQures on her Behaviour with Michael Calephate. The 
Certainty of this unworthy Commerce gave her an ex- 
treme Diſquiet ; the Friendſhip ſhe had for her Impe- 
rial Kinſwoman, and the Dread of what Conſequences 
this Intrigue might bring not only to her, but the whole 
State, made her reſolve to ſpeak to her with Freedom, 
and to negle& nothing that the thought might make the 
Empreſs ſenfible of her Error. | 

SHz waited not long for an Opportunity to put her 
Deſign in Execution. The Familiarity between them 
gave her frequent Occaſions of being alone with her ; 
and the firſt Time ſhe found herſelf ſo, ſhe began to 
draw her inſenſibly into a Diſcourſe of Marriage, and 


the Happineſs of that State, where there was a Parity 


of Circumſtances and AﬀeRions ; and after ſome little 


Converſation on that Topic : For your Part, Madam, 


ſaid ſhe, your Majefty has nothing left to wiſh on that 
Score; the Emperor has for you ſo perfect a Tenderneſs, 
that cou'd I flatter myſelf with being ſo much beloved 
by him I ſhou'd make choice of, I ſhou'd not heſitate 
one Moment to enter into the Bonds of Hymen. 

You have no reaſon to doubt, reply'd the Empreſs, 
(without mentioning the Emperor) but that whoever you 
ſhall think fit to favour, will place his utmoſt Glory in 
rendering you happy. But, Couſin, added ſhe ſmiling, 
which of the Princes of our Court would moſt pleaſe 


you to receive Proofs of Affection from ? 


THis was the Point to which the diſcreet Theodora 
had been aiming to bring her, and having gained it, 
Since, Madam, anſwered ſhe, your Majeſty is ſo good 
to authorize a Confeſſion of this Nature, I ſhall make 
no Scruple to avow the Eſteem I have for Michael Cale- 
phate ; that Prince has given me ſome Proofs of his 
Love; and if you think fit to approve our Marriage, 
nothing wlll be wanting in my Felicity. 

Tris Diſcourſe was like a Thunderbolt to the 
Heart of Zoa, and as ſhe was unprepared to receive it, 
all her Artifice forſook her, and ſhe fell back in her 


Chair, where ſhe remained ſome Moments in a Swoon. 


Theodora was now perfectly convinced, that all ſhe 
feared 
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feared was but too real, and grieved at the Condition 
in which ſhe ſaw the Empreſs, and more ſo at the Oc- 
caſion, ran to apply proper Remedies for her Recovery: 
Which ſhe no ſooner accompliſhed, than taking her 
Hands between hers, Be comforted, -faid ſhe haſtily, 
Prince Calephate loves me not, nor have I any other 
Paſſion for him, than thoſe of Hate and Indignation, 
becauſe he has mfluenced my Empreſs to an Indination 
unworthy of her Rank —— an Inclination which 
has made her forget all ſhe owes to the Emperor, and to 
herſelf. Then without giving her Leiſure to reply, ſhe 
ee to repreſent the Horror of the Crime ſhe 
ad committed the Danger ſhe run in perſevering 
in it, and the Shame which always attends ſuch Amours. 
But Zoa more ſenſible of Joy to find ſhe had nothin 
to fear from the Infidelity of her Lover, than — 
witk the Remonſtrances of her Friend, impoſed on 
her an eternal Silence in the Affair: Content yourſelf, 
ſaid ſhe, with having diſcevered my Secret, with- 
out pretending to regulate my Condutt — 1 ſhall 
always liſten to you on Maxims of State, but will en- 
dure no Dictator on what concerns my Love Me- 
rit therefore the Pardon I give you, by endeavouring to 
forget what your Boldneſs has convinced you of. Theſe 
Words were accompanied with an Air, which wou'd 
have filled any other than Theodora with Dread; but 
this wiſe Princeſs was nothing daunted by them, and 
tho* for that Time ſhe forbore any further Speech, ſhe 
did not fail ſome Days afterwards to renew her former 
Remonſtrances with noble Force; but ſhe received no 
better Anſwer than before, nor were all her Efforts of 
any Service to recal the abandon'd Zoa from that Path 
of Perdition ſhe had enter'd into, and was determined 
to purſue. 

THEODOR A was not however the only Perſon 
who perceived the Empreſs's Amour: This Princeſs 
was obliged to make ſome People the Confidents 
of her | Def Interviews with Calephate ; thoſe ſne 
made choice of for that End, were more complaiſant 
but leſs diſcreet than Theodora; and by their imprudent 

Manage- 
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Management, or by the too frequent Meetings of the 
Lovers, the Emperor was at laſt inform'd of it; and 
tho' he cou'd hardly perſuade himfelf there was a Poſſi- 
bility ſhe could wrong him in that Nature, yet he was 
reſolved to leave no Means untry'd which might diſco- 


ver the Truth. 


He ſoon found an Opportunity, and his own Eyes 
having been Witneſs of the Diſhonour of this unfaith- 
ful Princeſs, all the Love he had for her converted into 
the extremeſt Hate, and he immediately form'd a De- - 


gn of revenging himſelf in a manner which ſhould 
make both the Miſtreſs and the Lover repent their guil- 
ty Pleaſures ; but as Zoa was of a Race idoliz'd by the 
' People, and he had been made Emperor only in her 
Right, all Precautions were neceſſary for the Succeſs 


of his Enterprize. To this End, he began with trying 
the Pulſes of the Senate, by complaining of her Barren- 
neſs, and repreſenting the Confuſion in which the 
State would be involved, if he ſhould die without an 
Heir ; his Artifices ſo well prevailed, that in a ſhort 


Time he gained their 1 e a for a Divorce. But 


in Spite of all the Care he took to keep theſe Tranſac- 


tions from the Knowledge of Zoa, ſhe had Emiſſaries 


who informed her of all that paſſed; and fired with the 
extremeſt Rage at this Contempt, conſulted with Mi- 
chael Calephate how to avert his Meaſures, which 
they found impoſſible but by Death. The furious Em- 
preſs therefore engaged her Lover to accompliſh it, 
and promis'd him the Empire with her Hand as a 


Reward ; there was no need of tempting his Ambition 


with this Bait, his Paflion for the Empreſs, and Care 
of his own Safety, render'd it neceſſary to him, that 


the Emperor ſhou'd be diſpatched ; he made no Diffi- 


culty of vowing the Performance, and went from her to 
ſeek Perſons proper to aſſiſt him in the Undertaking, 
leaving her with as little Horror for the intended Mur- 
der of her Huſbband as ſhe had felt Shame in wrong- 
ing him. 


. Ir was not very difficult for Prince Calephate to 


find Men capable and willing to ſeeond any Deſign he 
| | thould 


©. My 
Hould take in hand: His Liberality and the Power of 
diſpoſing many Employments, had gained him a great 
Number of Creatures; beſides, as he was known to be 
the Faveurite of the Empreſs, whatever he propoſed 
vas thought to be with her Approbation: And tho' the 
killing the Emperor gave thoſe he attempted to eng1ge 
in it | little Shock at firſt ; yet it ſocn went over, 
en his acquainting them with the Wrong he was about 
to do the Empreſs; and that there was no other 
* a for her to preſerve her Dignity, and perhaps her 
ife. 
Tue criminal Defign being well conſulted, the Time 
agreed on for the Execution was the Night before the 
Sentence of Divorce was intended to be paſs'd; and at 
an appointed Hour Michael Calephate at the Head of 
his Accomplices, ruſh'd into the Room where the Em- 
peror was fitting at Supper, and in the View of all the 
Court ſtabbed him to the Heart; while, at the ſame 
Time, others of the Conſpirators diſpers'd themſelves 
rough the City, crying out with s loud Voice, 
« Avrgiropile, the angrateful Argiropile, who owed tha 
„ Empire to Zoa, would have deprived her of Roy- 
4 alty and Life——— but Thanks to Heaven he is 
4 dead ———the Traitor is no more Then 
they added, Long live the Empreſs Za /—— May 
# all her Enemies perifh like A. giropile. 

TH1s dreadful Cataſtrophe cauſed ſo great a Diſor- 
der in Conſlantinople, that the moſt prudent knew not 
Which Part to take; the Emperor being dead, thoſe 
who moſt loved him when living, grew irrefolute, whe- . 
ther they ſhould hazard any thing for his Revenge, as 
he had no Heirs nor Kindred to repay what they might 
happen to loſe. Zoa, on the contrary, had it in ber 
Power to recompence all Services done to her; and 
when the next Day ſhe harangu'd the Senate and the 
People, ſhe had the Art to make Argiropile appear ſo 

. guilty, that there remained very few who did not in 
their Hearts, as well as openly, approve the Fact, and 
Join in paying Homage to her. 

Sus no ſooner found herſelf abſolate Miſtreſs of 
the, Affections of hor People, than ſhe begun do think 
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of diſcharging herſelf of the Promiſe he had made to her 
Lover ; but for the Sake of Decorum, under-hand en- 
paged ſome of her Creatures to. move it in the Senate, 


that ſhe might be entreated to make Choice of a Spouſe. 
This was done, and ſhe named Prince Michael Calephate, 


| who with the general Approbation, was married to her 
in a few Days after. | | 


Tus firſt Cares of this new Emperor ſeem'd only 
how to pleaſe his illuſtrious Bride, to teftify his Gratitude 


for the Honour ſhe had done him, and to have no other 
Will than hers. But as he was perfectly well acquainted 


with her Humour, and could not expect a better Fate 
than Argirepile, ſhould any new Object make an Impreſ- 
on on the Heart of that unfaithful Princeſs ; he endea- 
vour'd ſecretly to raiſe himſelf a Party, both among the 


Senate and People, who might be ready to defend him in 


all Events. By an exceſſive Liberality he gained all the 
great Officers ot the Empire, and under different Pretexts, 
and at different Times, cauſed all the Princes of the Blood 
of Zoa to be made Eunuchs, to prevent them from all 
Poſſibility of ever claiming the Throne. 

Tus Paſſion the Empreſs Rill had for him, made 
her not ſee the End he propoſed by all this; but on the 
contrary, ſhe zpproved of all his Proceedings, and was. 
the firſt to give Orders for the Execution of his 
Will. Nay, he had alſo the Artifice to throw the 


Blame of every Thing on her ; and while in private he 
urged her to the utmoſt Violence and Cruelty, com- 
plained of it in publick, ard ſeemed to lament the 


Fate of thoſe he had wrought on her to condemn, 
Thus, by the moſt unequall'd Diſſimulation did he ren- 
der her odious to all the great F:milies of the Em- 
pire, and alienate the Aﬀections of all her Subjects in 
general, while himſelf was extoll'd for his Mildneſe, 
juſtice, and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition. | 
THE penetratirg Thiodera beheld theſe tragical 
F.vents with Horror, and trembling leſt Zoa herſelf 
ſhouid at laſt fall the Sacrifice of this ambitious un- 
rateful Man, failed not to make uſe of her utmoſt 


Eſferis to let her leg t.e Danger to which the every 
Day 


1 7 
expaſed herſelf in fulfilling the Dictates of his unrea- 
ſonable Defires; but their Counſels were altogether fruit- 
leſs ; ſhe looked on all this wiſe Princeſs ſaid, as proceed» | 
ing rather from Averſion to the Emperor, than Friend+ 
ſip to her; and ſo far from taking Warning by her Re- 
monſtrances, ſhe gave the perfidious Ca/ephate greater Op- 

portunities than before, of accompliſhing his Prajects. 

Is fine, this Prince finding himſelf at perfect 
Peace with all his Neighbours, entirely beloved by his 
Subjects, and abſulute Maſter of the Senate, reſol ved to 
defer no longer what he fo much wiſhed to bring a- 
bout; and without giving the leaſt Notice to Za of 
what he intended, he ſent a Party of Soldiers, wholly 
devoted to him, to ſeize that unfortunate Empreſs in her 
Chamber, and convey her by Force into a Convent, 
where himſclf in a ſhort Time followed ; and regard- 
leſs of her Tears, her Upbraidings, her Diſtraction, 
with a drawn Dagger at her Throat, compell'd her to 
take the Vows. Perceiving her Rage was unavailing, 
ſhe affected to ſubmit, and on her Knees entreated 
only Time to prepare herſelf ; but he ſaw into her 
Deſign, and obliged her to renounce the World for ever. 
This main Point being gained, he ſummon'd the Senate, 
and the Governors of the Provinces ; who being before 
prepared, publickly approved of what he had done, and 
confirmed the Empire to him, and to whom he ſhould 
appoint his Succeſſors. 

THEODOR A, who had foreſeen this. Calamity of 
Zoa, was extremely grieved at it; and tho' ſhe could not 
but confeſs fhe had mericed no better Fate, yet did not 
he, who ipflited it, appear lefs guilty in her Eyes ; aud 
Joining the juſt Deteſtation of his Barbarity and Ingrati- 
tude to the Affection ſhe had always. borne the Empreſs, 
the he ſi ated not a Moment if ſhe ſhould attempt her De- 
lverarce by all the Ways in her Power, 

Tas Virtues of this Princeſs had render'd her dear 
to the whole Empire; and ſhe fo well knew how to 
make her Advantage of the Reſpect pad her, that, by 
Degrees, ſhe drew all who-convers's with her into a 
Compaſtion for the Misfortunes of the Empreis: Al 
Ca | © tae 
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the Errors of her Conduct, ſaid the zealons Ta- 
Adora, were occaſioned only by a kind of ſupernatural 
«Paſſion for the Man, whoſe Ingratitude now pu- 
c niſhes them: Can we then hate the Effect, and yet 

cheriſh the Cauſe ? But for Calepbate, Zoa 
had been innocent! Let that unfortunate Prin- 
« ceſs therefore be the Object of our Pity, and her crueh 
«© Seducer, of our Deteſtation.** To this ſhe fail'd 
not to revive the Memory of that illuſtrious Houſe ftom 
which ſhe ſprung, and became ſo ſucceſsful in her En- 
deavours, that, in a ſmall Time, thoſe who had been 

gained by Intereſt to fign to the Abdication of Zoa, 
were now, thro' a Motive of Juſtice, more inclin'd to 
regal her to the Throne. 

'TH1s prudent Princeſs having made a conſiderable 
Party in the Town, ſoon won on a good Number of 
the Senate ; and continuing her Labours with all Se- 
crecy, but with a Zeal incredible, for the Empreſs's 
Reitoration, ſhe at laſt obtained all ſhe aſk'd ; and while 
Calephate was lulled in the utmoſt Security, the Popu- 
Jace, led by ſome of the principal Officers, and other 

reat Men, ran to the Convent where Zea was ſhut up, 
and obliging them to open the Gates, brought her in 
Triumph to the Palace. | 

MICHAEL CALEPHATE, who, in this ſud- 
den Revolution, thought of nothing but preſerving his 
Life, made his Eſcape thro' a Back-way, and took ſhel- 
ter in a Convent, hoping he ſhould ſtill be able to turn 
the Tide of àffairs into a different Channel; but find- 
mg his ExpeQations diſappointed, and that the Hearts 
of the People were wholly ſet againſt him, he gave 

: over-all Thoughts of Empire, and enter'd into Religi- 
Vt; | ous Orders. But as Love ill treated ordinarily converts 
to the moſt implacable Hate, eſpecially in violent Diſ- 
poſitions, the revengeful Empreſs was not fatished with 
this voluntary Abjuration of all earthly Grandeur ; but 
excuſing her Cruelty, by faying, ſhe was acquainted 
with his private Ambition and Diſſimulation, ordered 
his Eyes to be put out, that he might be deprived of all 


Hopes of ever remounting the Throne, 
As 


c 


* 
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As feon as the found herſelf ſettled in a profound 
Tranquillity, ſhe thought of nothing more than to teili- 
fy her Gratitude to the Princeſs Theodore ; and as the 
now owed the Sovereignty ſhe poſſeſs'd entirely to her, 
ſhared it with her, and wou'd do nothing of Moment 
without her Advice; ſhe ſoon found, and ſo did all 
her People, the Difference there was between being 
guided by Paſſions, and by the Force of Reaſon; and 
while the Empreſs and her Co-partner in Power enjoyed 
the Sweets of commanding nothing that was not ſtrictly 
juſt, the Subjects accompanied their Obedience with Be- 
nedictions. But this was a Situation too happy for the 
malignant Stars which preſided at the Birth of Zea, to 
ſuffer her to enjoy for any long Time ; in Spite of her 
Ambition and: Haughtineſs of Nature, ſhe was unfortu- 
nately too ſuſceptible of tender Impreſſions, and that 
very Pride, which is a Defence to other Women, ſerved 
only to indulge her Weakneſs, making her think, that 
fhe ought not to give herſelf the leaſt Pain to reſiſt any 
Inclination that ſprung up in her Soul : In fine, ſhe 
imagin'd a Woman, ſuch as ſhe- was, might do any 
any thing ſhe had a mind to do; and theſe Sentiments, 
which gave her Courage to wrong her firſt Huſband with 
Calepbate, now poſſeſt her in favour of an Inclinatios 
ſhe had taken to Prince Conſlantine Monomachus, a Man 
handſome enough to excuſe an Affection in a Heart, 
which had not experienced the Vanity of criminal Paſ- 
fions like that of Zaa's. Theodora made uſe of all the 
Power ſhe had over her, to prevent her giving Way to 
this Deſire, but it was in vain ; fhe reſolved to eſpouſs 
him, and make him her Companion in the Empire. 
CONSTANT IN E was perfectly acquainted with 
the CharaQer of the Empreſs ; he knew very well ſho 


was extreme in all her Paſſions, and had reaſon to 


fear the Enjoyment of ſuch a Woman would afford 
but little Happineſs: A Throne however was a Femp- 
tation too great for his young Heart to withftand ; 
and tho' he had neither Love nor Eſteem for the Em- 
preſs, -he feign'd enough of both, to flatter her with 
the Hope of finding thoſe true Delights with him, 
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which zer own Indifference for A. giropile, and the In- 
gratitude of Michael Caliphate, permitted her not to en- 
Joy with either of them; and they were publickly mar- 
Ticd with all the Pomp that Wealtk and Induſtry could 
furniſh out. . | | 
CONSTANTINE, warn'd by the Example of bis 
Predeceſſor Caliphate, would attempt nothing againſt 
the Empreſs that might lay him under the Cenſure of 
zmbitious or ungrateful, and behaved bimlelf in ſuch a 
manner as gained the Hearts of the whole World, and 
thereby took from her the Power of enterprizing any 
1h nz a2ainſt him: But as he never had been poſſeſſed of 
any Faſhon for her, bis Heart was continually taken up 
| with the Charms of ſome young Beauty or other of the 
| Court: and as there are too few Women, who have the 
4 Power of reſiſting the Deſires of an amorous and accom- 
9 plit'd Prince, who is their Sovereign, he ſeldom ſighhd 
q 
| 


in Vain. Zoa was inform'd of his Amours, and continu- 
ing to love him with an unbated Fondneſs, found no 
n ore Satisfaction in this third Marri: ge, tt an fhe bad 
done ia the others; the Violence of her Temper how- 
eter muſt have ſome Object to vent itſelf upon, and ſe- 
veil La ics, who had prefer'd the Love of the Emperor 
to their Virtue, found th ir Crimes their Puniſhment in 
the Reſertment cf the ſurious Empress. ot 
THE Beauty however, who had gained the chief 
Aſcendant over bim, and to which all others were no 
more than, tranſient Gallartries, he had the Artifice to 
ſcreen from the Suſpicion of the jealeus Zoa; and that 
Er:preſs, in all the Time ſhe was his Wife, could never 
provoke him ts do any thing which could draw on him 
the III. will of his People, always governing them with 
Juſtice and Affability, and behaving to her with the 
greateſt Reſpect. 5 | 
SECRET Diſcontents are frequently more mortal 
than the moſt terrible Diſeaſes ; the Empreſs langui!h'd 
a long Time under the Grief of being leſs pleaſing to 
Conflantine, than ſhe was willing the World fhould 
be ſenfible of; and in the ovetfth Year of her Marriage 
$0 him died, and left him at Liberty to makꝭ Choice 
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more agreeable to his Inclinations. This was the End of 
that unhappy Princeſs ; and by her Death her beloved 
Rival, the fair Mamia, ſucceeded to the Throne and Bed, 
as ſhe had long reigned in the Heart of Conflantine. 
THis was a Woman of a very ſtrange Character, ſaid 
Hortenfia, perceiving Areliſ had done (peaking ; her Hu- 
mour would not permit her to be happy, but I am ſur- 
prized ſhe met with no greater Misfortunes, and indeed 
that ſhe died not in a Sta ĩon much below that of Empreſs. 
Fox my part, added Camilla, I expected ſome very 
dreadful Cataſtrophe ; but, continued ſhe, neither the 
Example of Zoa, nor of any other Woman, who have 
acted as ſhe did, ought, in my Opinion, to make us for- 
get thoſe who merit to be praiſed : Even in this Hiſtory, 
if we find a Zoa to condemn, we are alſo preſented wick 
u Theodora to admire. 704. 1 V1 
"T1s very true, reply'd Thelamont, and we mult da 
that Juſtice to the Sex to own, that for one whoſe Ex- 
travagancies enforce our Blame, we may preduce many - 


beautiful Contraſts, which demand our Eſteem. The 


Character of the lovely and unfortunate EIHgiue, is in- 
finitely more remarkable for Virtue than that of Zoa is 
for the contrar x. | 
FELICTA indeed, ſaid Florida, bas painted the 
Mind of that Princeſs in Colours ſo perfectly amiable, 
that one cannot reflect on her Deſtiny without the utmoſt 
Concern. The Spouſe of Prince Edmund her Son, was 
little leſs deſerving, and little leſs unhappy, tho' in a 
different Way; and when I confider the Hiſtory of 
thoſe two Ladies, it ſeems to me, that every Thing thas 
—_— Virtue calamitous, join'd to diſturb the Repoſe 
of both. 8 
War! interrupted Eraſmus haſtihy, Do you know 
the Adventures of the Son of Erhelred and Etbelgive, and 
wou'd you deprive us of the Pleaſure of hearing them ? 
No, my dear Florinda, I cannot ſuffer you to be filent on 
this Occaſion, and conjure Urazia not to let you reſt, till 
you have ſatisfied our Curioſity. n 
I KNow not, reply'd Urania, how the beautiful 
Herinda can diſpenſe with 8 us this Favour ; and 
4 ſhe 
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te is too ſenſible of the Delight we take in r her 
ipeak, to refuſe the Opportunity that preſents itſelf. 

Tno', added Julia, there requires nothing to heigh- 
ten the Charms of that Lady's Diſcourſe, ' yet will it 
now be doubly agreeable, when it gives the chronolo- 
gical Adventures of a Family we are ſo deeply inte- 
reited in, for the Sake of the beautiful Erhe/pive. But, 
continued ſhe, as I believe this will be a Hiſtory of ſome 
Length ; 'tis my Advice to adjourn 80 the Garden, that 
we may enjoy the Pleaſure of the Air, and give the 
better Attention to the Recital. 

F PERCEIVE, anſwered Florinda, that you rely too 
much on my Obedience, to imagine I would deceive 
you; therefore am ready, without any Excuſe, to da 
my beſt for your Satisfaction. 

Yoy muſt not then, cry'd Camilla, with a 22 
Air, meke thoſe Abridgements, Areliſe did in the Hit- 
tory of Zog —— I like not to have the Incidents 
of many Years crouded into a Narration of a Quarter 
of an Hour. 

I aLLow the Juſtice of this Reproach, reply'd Areli/s 
ſmiling, but every body is beſt acquainted with their 
own Abilities ; and as I know — incapable of ma- 
king a long Narration without becoming tedious to 
1 I confined myſelf to the moſt important 
No body has the Power of acquitting themſelves bet- 
ter, returned Urania ; but I ſee the Company is impa- 
tient for the Hiſtory of Prince Edmund, and already 
with themſelves on the Terraſs. h 

Ar. theſe Words every one arofe, and without enter- 
ing into any farther Converſation, went haſtily to the 
Garden, where they immediately ſeated themſelves in 
the beſt manner they could, to loſe nothing of the Dit- 
courſe Florinda was about to entertain them with ; and 
that agreeable Lady no ſooner perceived her Friends 
= a Condition to litten to her, than ſhe began in theſe 

erms. | a 


The 


xy of ALGITHA, Princeſs 
of England. | 


T HE Hiſtory of the admirable Frbelgive is fo 


The His To 
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reſ-nt to us, that I have no need to remind 

you, that Ethe/red had two Princes by her when he 

"eſpouſed the Princeſs of Normandy. Felicia has already 
inform'd us, that this new Queen treated the Children 
of Erhelgive with an extreme Tendernefs ;. but above 
all, ſhe loved Prince Edmund, who was the elder, with. 
an Affection not at all inferior to that of an own Mo- 
ther; whether it was that the unhappy Deftiny of that 

Princeſs moved her to Compaſſion for the Loſs the Royal 

Infants ſuſtain'd,. or the Perſonal Graces of the young 

Princes, or both together, is uncertain ;* but all- the 
Hiſtories of thoſe Times agree, that ſhe took not only 

a maternal Care of their Education, but alſo the ſame 

"Pleaſure in ſeeing the Improvements they made from 
Time to Ti me, as that unfortunate Princes would. have 

done. Prince Edmund making ſomething'a ſwifter Pro- 
greſs in all he was inſtructed in, for that Reaſon, as well. 


as on account of his Elderſhip, ſhared a double Portion 


of her Regard ;- and none who ſaw him in the Court: 


of Ethelred, but would have ſuppoſed him Son of the 


preſent Queen. 

Tuts lovely Prince was no more than ten Years old: 
when the King his Father marri d Emma ;. but his 
young Heart was already ſenſible, that he had loſt 
a Mother, by whom he was adored, and whoſe Hillory,. 
with all its melancholy Circumſtances, had been recited. 
to him a thouſand and a thouſand Times: And tho? 
m ſo tender an- Age we are rarely capable cf giving any 


long. Attention. to Accidents either. happy or unhappy,, 
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yet was his Underſtanding ſo far advanced, that he was 
no leſs touch'd with the Misfortanes of Etbelgive and the 
Cruelty of £7he/red, than be could have been at twice 
his Years. | a | 5 i | 
A Hzanr in this Situation promis'd but little Return 
to the Attachment a Queen had to him, who poſſeſs'd the 
Bed and Throne of an ewn Mother ; a Mother he ſo 
juſtly lamented, and had been made happy but by her 
Misſortunes. But this Princeſs knew how to pa. pd 
her Cares for him with Careſſes ſo tender, and Words ſo 
3weetly conſolatory, that the young Zanand at laſt be- 
came touch'd with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude. She never 
entertained him as a Child, but conforming her Diſcourſe 
rather to the Strength of his Underſtanding than the 
Weakreſs of his Age, their Cenverſations had in them 
ſomething ſo ſingular, that one cannot help admiring. 
equally both the one and the other. . 

NoTHING is ſe flattering to Youth as to find itſelf be- 
lieved capable of diſtin guiſning great Things: Edmund 
knew the Valve of the Queen's Behaviour te him, and 
became inſenſibly as much hers as ſhe cou'd deſire; ſo 
that if he had a Mother in her, ſhe had in him a Seon, 
a Subject, and a true Friend, as ſhe ſoon after had an 
Occakon to experience. More than two Years had paſſed 
away, without any thing being talked on but the Per- 
fections of this young Prince; but the third was not ar- 
rived, before the unconflant,Ehelred treated his preſent: 
Cuecn in the ſame manner he had done the unfortunate: 
Edel give. 

IT was in this Time, that Zdmund made kuown to 
the Queen how worthy he was of the Love and Eſteem 
ite had teſtiſied for him; the Conformity of her Miſ- 
jortune, with that of his Mother's, render'd her more 
dear to him than fie had been before, or at leaſt, the 
Affection ſhe had inſpired kim with, being quickned: 
by the Pity her preſent Condition demanded, ſhow's: 
itelf with great Vigour. He omitted nothing, that he 
thcuoht might give any Mitigation to her Sufferings; 
he never ceaſed to conſole her Griefs, to lament ler 
Fate with all that came into bis Preſence, and to la- 
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Bour for her wich the King. And fo admirably did be 
manage in this critical Juncture, and ſo ſtrictly preſerve: 
the Duty owing to his King and Father, that tho' he 
always took the Qneen's Part, and would never be 
brought to change his Conduct in that Point; yet did 
he do it in ſuch a manner, as Etbelred had nothing 10 ac 
cuſe him of. | Sy 30551 $ | : 
-  TaiNGs were in this State, when .Sxweno, King of 
Denmark, invaded England. Yoa know by the Hiſtery 
of Ethelgive,- that Ethelred had before been perſecuted 
by that Prince ; that after a bloody Battle, he had been 
obliged by him to quit his Dominions ; to recover which 
he had recourſe to Queen Ema, and found an Aſylum: 
in the Court of the Duke of Normandy her Brother. But 
ou are ignorant, that it was on this dreadful Oecaſion 
Prince Edmund firſt appear'd in Arms, and gave illaſtti- 
ous Proofs of his heroic Courage; he always fought: 
near the Perſon of the King bis Father, had the Honour 
of ſaving his Life twice, and made known a Magnani- 
mity which might have turn'd the Fortune of the Day, 
if all the Stars had not decreed in favour of the Dane. 
Etbelned, after ſeeing his Army routed, was _— 
to leave the Field, and Edmund accompanied his Flight, 
as he had followed him in the Combat. 
Queen Emma was little leſs: touch'd with the Glory 
the Prince had acquired, than” with the Return of her- 
Husband's Affections: You know, forgetful of all the 
Iajuries ſhe had ſuſtain'd, ſhe obtained every thing he: 
could defire of Richard II. Duke of Norm+ndy; how: 
that affectionate Brother gave the whole Royal Family, 
Protection in his Court, till he ſhould raiſe an Army fo“ 
midable enough to re. inſtate them in their oπ Domi- 
nions; which being done, £:4:1red, as the Head of 
thoſe brave Normans. entered Etoland, gave Bale to? 
C. nute, the Son and Sacceflor of ' Swers, and gain'd an 
entire Victory over him, forcing him to return to Dex 
eat and leave a'l. his Baggage, with his Hopes, be- 
n ; | » 11 
Tun- ſurprizing Valour of Prince Edmund pay: 
edatribured to- this Victory, and made him be Iooked 
C6. | upon: 
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upon by the King and People as the only Perſon un 
to reign after him. Ezhelred re-enter'd London witk 
this illuſtrious Son, amidſt the Acclamations of innume- 
rable Multitudes, who reſounded their Names even to 
the Heavens. At ſoon as the publick Franquillity was. 
a little ſettled, the Queen, with the reſt of the Royal 
Family, return'd, and for ſome time nothing but Re- 
* were to be ſeen, both in the Court and 
My. | 
2 THE LRE D, however, defirous te take from the 
Danes all Hopes of ever re- entering England by the 
Means of any ſecret Intrigues, made an exact Searck 
after all thoſe whom he found had been any Way at- 
tacked to their Intereſts. Several Provinces of the 
North, which had facihtated their Deſcent; and conſe- 
guently the Conqueſt of the Kingdom, felt the Weight 
of his juſt Diſpleaſure. | 
Arxong the Number of thoſe who. had been of the 
greateſt dervice to Canute, was Sigefrid This Neble< 
aan was originally of Denmark, and nearly allied-to the 
Blood Royal: He had ſettled himſelf at Oxford, was 
one of tke firſt that had rais'd Forces for the S-:rviee os 
Swero, vthen that Prince made a Deſcent on England, 
and had afterwards ſupported the young Canute in his 
Sovercipnty. aver England but being conſtrain'd toem-. 
bark in, Haſte, and quit his beautiful Conqueſt, and 
Sizefrid* unable to. accompany him, he called toge- 
ther the Remains of the beaten Army, to whom he: 
Joined al! the M.l:contents that came to- him from- 
Time to 'Lime, and fortify'd himſelf in a fine Caſtle- 
he had neir Oxford; from whence he kept a conſtant - 
Correſpondence with Canute.;. exhorting, him not te. 
imagine he had entirely lot Eaglaud, and aſſuring him, 
_ he ſhould ſoon be in a Condition to call him 
Ne. | 
ETHELRED was inform'd of all theſe TranſaRions, 
and to put a Stop.io.th;: Continuance of them, march'd 
his Troops againit Sigefrid'; to whom being much ſu- 
ym in Numbers, he ſoon vanquiſh'd, and took him 
von- r. He was immediatzly. conduct d.to Landon, and 
- after - 
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ilty of High- Troaſon, 
and condemned to loſe his Head. * 5 „ 

 CANUTE being informed of this Misfortune, ſent: 
Ambaſſadors to England tin behalf of his Kinſman and 
Subject; but the enrag'd E7helred forgetting, that, on 
the like Occaſion, Sens. had made his firſt Deſcent into 


England, deſpiſed the Solicitations of the Danes, and, 
in the Preſence of thoſe who came for the Protectien of 


Vigefria, made the Sentence of Death be executed om. 
= | | | 


Dv&trxc the Interccflion of the Danes, Ethelred pri- 
vately offer'd Sigefrid his Life, provided he wou'd de- 
liver up to him the ſtrong Places he was poſſeſs'd of . 
but the unfortunate Count depending upon. the Protec- 
tion of the King of Denmark; and knowing that there 
were Ambaſſadors fent on his Account, wou'd. not ac- 
cept of any Propoſals made to him, and ſo fell the Vic- 
tim of his own Qbſtinacy rather than. the Cruelty of: 
£Ethelred. | 

Tuz Daniſþ Ambaſſadors loudly complained of the 


little Regard was paid to the Entreaties of their King; 


but all the Anfwer they could obtain from, Ethelred, 
was an Order to depart immediately out. of his Domi- 
nions, his Reſentment againſt that Nation not permit- 
ting him to reflect on the Conſzquence ſuch a Behaviour 
mutt naturally produce. 

In their Return to Denmark; they were attack'd,. 


taken Priſoners, and put in Chains, by ſome of the 


Pe>ple cf the Orcades, who ſent out Veſſels on purpoſe 
to intercept their Paſſage, as was thought, by the Inſti- 
gatiom of the King of England: F oe ion Months they 
were detained on that barren and uncomfortable Shore,, 
nor ſuffer'd to d:part till they had paid a very great- 
Ranſom 1 7 
Tus laſt Indignity, added to the Death of Sigeftid,. 
ſo exaſperated Canxte, that he refolved once mere to en- 
ter England with Fire and Sword. To that end, he. 
ave Ord rs fer the raiſing a powerful Army, and fon 
: equ;pping all the Ships he had in his Ports. 
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Tü xs B. great Preparations were not unknown in EA 
Farid, and £thelred nieglected nothing to reſiſt his Enemy 
both by Sea and Land; for which Purpoſe it was high! 
neceflary he ſhould make himſelf Maſter of all the Lands 
of Sigefrid; particularly of that Caſtle which he had for- 
Tiked, and might be of great uſe to favour the threatned 
Deſcent of the Danes. This Place was exceeding ſtrong, 
of itfelf, had in it a great Garriſon, and was well fur- 
niſhed with Ammunition, and all Sorts of Proviſions ; 
but that which rendered it moſt formidable, was the ad- 
1 e Courage and Reſolution of her who command- 
- 
ALGITHA, the Widow of Sigef5id, was a Princeſo, 
who, from her moſt tender Years, had accuſtomed herſelf 
to the Fatigues of the War; and to all the Perfections of 
her own Sex, had join d every Thing that is praiſe-wor-- 
thy in the other. She was not inferior to her late Huſ- 
band in Courage, Wiſdom, or. military Diſcipline ; and- 
her natural Inclination to War, now 2 rated by defire- 
of Revenge, made her. omit nothing that might render 
this Caſtle inacceſſible to the Arms of E7helred, whom ſhe: 
regarded with the moſt perfect Deteſtation, as being the 
Author of his Death who had been ſo dear to her, 
ETHELRED was not ignorant of the Wiſdom and 
Reſolution of this beautiful Warriour, and therefore ſent 
his valiant Son at the Head of his moſt experienced 
Troops, to inveſt Sichert, for ſo was this Caſtle called. 
Never was any Fortreſs more indebted to Nature for its 
Situation than was this: It ſigod on a prodigious Emi- 
nence, which over look d the whole Country round a- 
bout, and was encompaſſed with Rocks ſharp and 
craggy, and of a ſtupendous Height, The Ground be. 
Heath was marſhy, and altogether impaſlable but by a. 
narrow Path, thro* which no more than two could go 
a-breaſt; had Edmund therefore attempted to march: 
his Army by this Rout, they muſt have beea all de- 
ſtroyed by the Arrows from above, and great Stones 
which the Befieged might eaſily have throw. down 
from the Precipices. But this intrepid, tho' young 
General, foreſaw the Diladvantages he labour'd * 
| and. 


L 99 1 

and far from fuffering himſelf to be dejected by thenn 
like a ſecond, Hannibal, made his Way where there ſeem- 
ed to be no Way, and conquer'd even Nature, when fhe 
oppoſed herſelf to the Progreſs of his Glory. By Stra- 
tagems, as difficult in the Execution ks: they were won-- 
derful in the Invention, he dried up the Fenny Ground,, 
and procured a ſound Footing for his Soldiers; then; 
Hound Means to advance Machines to hatter down the 
Walls, which were 3 the very firſt Attack, and: 
at laft had a Breack in them, large enough for a 
Battalion to enter. But theſe Approaches could not de 
made till after many Skirmiſhes, and great Loſs on both. 
Sides. The Befiegers fought like Men, who prefer d 
Glory to Life; and the Buſteged like Men deſperate, and 
who neither hoped, nor expected any Quarter. 

Tus fair 4/githa, who commanded in the Caſtle, or- 
der d every Thing ſo well, that the oldeſt Captains wers 
ſurprized at her Wiſdom. She appear d amidſt the thick- 

eſt Dangers, arm'd at all Points, animating the Soldiers 
by her Words and Example, and marking the Paths ſhe: 
trod with innumerable Deaths-; all the Exg/i who fell 
into her Hands, in the Sallies ſhe — made, be · 
came unhappy Victims te her Revenge, cauſing them to 
be thrown from the Ramparts upon thoſe frightfal Rocks, 
which daſh'd their Bodies to pieces in Sight of the whole 
Army; nor did the Beſiegers treat their Priſoners with. , 
leſs Barbarity : 80 that theſe reciprocal Cruelties pro- 
duc'd a Hate in both Parties, which gave a double Fury- 
to the War. 

PRINCE Edmund had frequently heard the high Cha- 
racter of Agitha's Valour and Conduct; but could ne- 
ver perſuade himſelf, that they were conſiderable enough. 
to have ſo long retarded the Progreſs of his Arms: 
And as he knew ſhe had with her many Captains: 
of great Experience, he attributed to them the Ho» 
nour of this vigorous Oppoſi.ion ; but to whomle- 
ever it was owing, be thought it a Diſgrace to him 
to be ſo long repulſed, and therefore refolved to make 
uſe ef his utmoſt Efforts. The Breach being more 
anlarg'd, he ſummon'd tbe Beſieged to ſurrender ; bus 
* 
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geeefving from them no dther Anſwer than Reproachoy. 
and Threatnings to revenge the Death of Ssg2f+i4 on. 
his Head, and on that of * King his Father, he pre- 
pared every Thing for a general Aſſault, which was. 

- — the next Day at Sun- riſing. The Combat laſted. 
ree Hours, without the Exgliſ being able to get any 
. Ground ; and the Prince perceiving he had loſt a great 
Number of Men, and that the remainder were diſcou- 
raged by the Valour of one Warrior who carried Death: 
and Terror wherever he came, was obliged to ſound a. 
Retreat, and take new Meaſures for carrying the Place, 
THREE Days after, in which Time the Breach was, 
very conſiderably widen'd, Prince Edmund ordered the 
beſt of his Men to be pick'd out from all his Troops, 
and putting himſclf at their Head, began the general. 
Aſſault wich a firm Reſolution, either to conquer, or to 
die. Alpitha, who foreſaw his Intention, drew up her 
Forces behind the Breach, and ranged them im fo artfal 
and ad vantageous a Manner, that the Beſieged were not. 
without hope of being ſtill able to reſiſt their Enemy. 
Is fins, this laſt and moſt bloody Attack was given at 
fix o'Clock in the Morning, on the fourth of September 
in the Year 1014: The Englif fell on the Beheged: 
with Fury; they defended themſelves with the ſame ;, 
and the braveſt of both Parties became Victims to the 
Ambition of their Chiefs. 
- THe Battle had already laſted: fix Hours, without the 
'Engliþ being able to mount the Breach. The ſame 
Warrior, that Prince Eamurd had ſeen before, making 
fuch Havock among his Troops, ſeem'd now by his. 
* Valour to withſtand the Efforts of a whole: Army 3: 
and a ſecret Jealouſy of Glory joining with the Deſire 
of Conqueſt, to animate the Soul. of this young Hero, 
he ſought to encounter him, whom alone he look'd 
on as his Rival in Fame, and Bar to his preſ nt Vie 
tory, Fortune favour'd his Wiſhes, and. this formi- 
dable Adverſary being ſpurred on. with the fame 
Eage rnc ſs, to try: his Strength with him, who appear 
ed moſt worthy of his Arms; and being told which 
was, Prince Edmund, was coming forward. at the ſame 
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Time the Prinee of England was opening a Paſſage $6 
him. F ht 
Tnxst two Prodigies of Valour attack'd each other 
with an equal Fury : The Strokes which fell from both, 
were ſo well aim'd, and deſcended with that Force, that 
neither but look'd on his Adverſary as invulnerable in 
reſiſting them. The Champion of the Beſieged had the 
Advantage however of the Prince, in one Blow, which 
lighting firſt on his Head-piece, broke it in Pieces, and 
in the Deſcent cut the Braces of his Armour on his 
Right Shoulder, But Edmnnd, more enraged by this 
Accident, flew ſo vigorouſly on his Enemy, that he 
threw him at his Feet, and reſolving to put an End to 
his Life, was about to unfaſten his Helmet, that he 
might cut off his Head; when the Beſieged, who had 
a more*than ordinary Intereſt in the Life of this Perſon, 
made ſurprizing Efforts for his Deliveranee : But the 
Englih perceiving by the Cries of their Enemies of what 
Importance this Life was to them, fell upon them in 
ſuch a Manner, as took from them all Thoughts but of 
their own Safety, and having drove them from the 
Breach, became Maſters of it, and of that Quarter of 
the Rampart, while their gallant Prince was, for ſome 
Moments, reduced to a Condition, which deprived him 
of the Power of aſſiſting them. 

Havinc pluck'd off the Helmet of his Adverſary, 
with an Intention to have put an End to that Life, 
which he thought eclipſed the Glory of his own, his 
Arm was ſuddenly arreſted by the Sight of the moſt 
ſurprizing Beauty that ever had offered itſelf to his 
Eyes; the fineſt Hair in the World, which fell in great 
abundance down the Shoulders of the Vanquiſh'd, and 
. the Softneſs and Delicacy of the Features, made known 
to him, that this admirable Perſon was a Woman; 
and the Terror thoſe of her Party were in for her 
Danger, making the Name of Algitba reſound from 
every Quarter, left him no roem to doubt it was that 
. Princeſs, T4; | 3 
ASTONLISHMENT and Admiration now ſupply:d 


the Place of Fury, and the ſudden Change * 
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the Violence of one Emotion to others of ſo contrary a 


Nature, made little Difference between the Victor and 


the Vanquiſhed. He recovered himſelf time enough to 


revent any Notice being taken of what paſs'd in his 
Heart; and having ordered her to be carried to his Tent, 
and that the ſame Care fhould be taken of her as of bim- 


ſelf, returned to the Aſſault, where he found his Troops 


had pain'd the Breach, and that the Beſieged were in the 
moſt horrible Diſorder, | 

HE now found that Agitba had been the Soul of her 
Party, and that it was her Loſs alone that gained him the 
Victory. He offered Quarter to all who would lay down 


their Arms; but they refuſed to accept it, and fell Vie- 


tims to their Obſtinacy and Deſperation. Prince EA- 


' 14nd; to reward the Bravery and long Fatigue his Army 
had fuftained, allow'd the whole Plunder of the Place, 


excepting only the Caſtle, where he knew the Treaſures 


- Srpe/+rd were amaſſed. During all this Action, he ſent 


effengers every Moment to hear News of his fair Pri- 


ſoner; and being inform'd, that ſhe had no Wounds that 


were dangerous, felt a Pleaſure, at firſt, he was not ſen- 
fible from what Source derived; but the [mpatience he 


Was in to return to his Tent, in a ſhort Time convinced 
him, that his Concern for the incomparable 4/2itha was 


agitated by ſomething more than Admiration, and mote 


vehement than Pity. 


Bor however violent his Perturbations were on this 


Account, thoſe of the Princeſs were not at all inferior. 
- In ſpite of the Animoſity ſhe bad vowed for the Blood 
of Ethetred,: when the Blow fhe had given made the 


Viſor of Edmund fall of, and diſcovered to her his 


Face, all the Fury and Refentment ſhe had been pol- 


ſeſs'd of, converted in one Moment to Admiration ; 


the Heat of the Combat having given new Charms 


to this young Hero, he appear d an Enemy more for- 


midable to her Heart than to her Life: The Fire which 


ſpark led from his Eyes ſtruck thro' her very, Soul ;. 
her ' Deſires of Vengeance diſſipated, her Strength di- 
miniſhed, and ſhe was incapable 6f Defence, when the 


Prince. was employing his whole Force for — De- 


uction. 
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ſtruction. The Victory he obtained over her had, 


doubtleſs, coſt him more Blows, had not the Tender- 
neſs juſt then riſing in her Soul, deprived her of hat 
accuſtomed Fierceneſs, and aided his Attempt. The 
Wound he gave, contributed leſs to her fainting, than 


| the Confuſion of her Mind; and when ſhe came to her- 


ſelf, which ſhe did not, till after ſhe was brought into 
the Tent of her Conqueror, ſhe caſt her Eyes about, 
with an Air all languiſhing, in ſearch of the Perfon who 
had thus doubly tubdued her; and finding he was not 
preſent, threw herſelf down again on the Couch with 
Yo which ſeemed to rend the Boſom it proceeded 
rom. 8 ' 
Pack Edmund had no fooner made himſelf Maſter 
of the Caſtle, than he ordered all the Ladies, who had 


been Attendants on Algitba, to be brought befor lum; 


and after acquainting them with the Fate of that Prin- 
ceſs, ſent them under a ſtrong Guard, for their Secu- 
Tity, to his Tent ; judging it would be no inconfidera- 
ble Alleviation of her Griefs, to have thoſe about her, 
from whom fhe had been accuſtomed to receive Ser- 
VICES. | 4 a” : 
Ar their Arrival, they found her in the Manner I 
have related, and by their Tears and Exclamations teſ- 
tißed how very dear ſhe was to them, and how greatly 
they regretted to ſee her in that State. She received 
theſe Marks of their Duty and Affection with the moſt 
engaging Sweetneſs, and turning herſelf to the princi- 
pat of them, Edeuige, ſaid ſhe, we are Captives, and all 
my Endeavours have been fruitleſs. L | 
Ves, Madam, anſwered that Confidant, Prince EA. 
mund is Maſter of the Place; his Victory is intire ; and 
tho' he would willingly have ſpared your Peoples Blood, 
and to that End made very advantageous Offers, yet 
their Grief and Deſpair for your ſuppoſed Death would 
not ſuffer them to accept of any Thing: But their Reſiſt- 
ance ſerved only to increaſe the Glory of your invincible 
Enemy, by adding ſo great a Number to thoſe who had 
already fallen beneath the Force of his Arms. |, + 
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AA] reſumed the Princeſs, then all are periſhed, 
and I am the unhappy Cauſe. But let us ſee this Prince, 
continued ſhe, implore his Clemency, and, if it be poſ- 

ſible, fave thoſe that are in the other Places belonging 
to us Perhaps, added ſhe with a Sigh, he has a 
Heart leſs inflexible than that of his inhuman Father. 
As fhe pronounced theſe Words high enough to be 
of by thoſe whom Prince Zamund had placed 
to guard, and wait _ her, they aſſured her, that ſhe 
might expett every thing from his Generoſity, and that 
by the Care he had ordered to be taken of her, and 
the extreme Diſquiet he was in for having put her into 
that Condition, tho“ unknown, it was eaſy to judge, 
— lend a favourable Ear to all ſhe ſhould pro- 
e. | 
* told her alſo, that ſhe was now in the Tent of 
that Prince, and that fince her Entrance into it, he had 
not paſs'd one Moment without ſending to enquire of 
her Condition. Theſe Teſtimonies of his Goodneſs | 
compleated the Conqueſt of her Heart; and at the 
fame Time flattered her with the Hope of making a 
Treaty with him, which might ſecure her the peace» 
able. Poſſeſſion of thoſe other Territories ſhe had left. 
Bur if the Troubles of the War were over, ſhe had 
new ones ſpringing up in her Soul, which would net 
permit her to take any Repoſe : In vain ſhe called to 
remembrance her Motives of Hatred to the Father, to 
defend her from the 'Tenderneſs the Son inſpired ; in 
vain ſhe recollected the Violence of Ethelred, and the 
ſad Fate of a. e beloved Huſband ; all thoſe dread- 
ful Ideas loft their Horror, and gave Way to the in- 
chanting Image of the Hero, who had conquer'd her, 
She paſs'd the Night in continual Agitations between 
the Conſideration of what was owing to the Manes of 
Sgefrid, and the Merits of the charming Edmund ; 
and tho' this laſt had infinitely the ſtrongeſt Party in 
her Saul, yet cou'd ſhe not give herſelf up entirely ta 
it without a Remorſe, which involved her in molt ter- 
rible Pegplexitics, . | | ; | | . 
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quillity ; he arrived at the Camp ſo late in the Even- 


ing, that to have demanded a Sight of his Priſoner, 


wou'd have been too diſreſpectful for hin to have been 


Soul: But he looked on himſelf as the moſt criminal of 
Mankind, in having lifted his Arm againſt a Perſon 
whom he thought born for Univerſal Command. He 
inceſſantly reproached his Fury and his Blindneſs, and 
in the Vehemence of his Rage againſt himſelf, ima- 


gined, he cou'd never repair the Fault he had commit- 


tec, but by loving her with an Ardour as violent as his, 
Hate had been; and as he had fought her Life, to de- 
vote his own entirely to her Service, and to hazard eve- 
ry thing, and endure every thing for her Sake. Thus, 
far from oppoſing the growing Paffion in his Breaſt, he 
made no other uſe of his Reaſon and his RefleQions 
than to indulge it. i 


Tus Deſire of ſeeing this beautiful Princeſs, imme 


diately ſucceeded the Reſolution of adoring her for 
ever: And as ſoon as he thonght a Viſit wou'd not bs 
incommodious, ſent to intreat Permiſſion to attend her. 
Algitha, who expected this Civility, and found herſelf 
eſtabliſhed enough for Converſation, received his Meſ- 
ſenger with a moſt becoming Affability, and expreſs'd 
an obliging Impatience for this Interview. 

Tur Prince ſoon after appeared, followed by the 
principal Officers 'of the Army : He was habited with 
the utmoſt Magnificence, but the Perfections of his Per- 

ſon and Addreſs, were infinitely more enchanting to the 
Eyes of Algitha, than the Luſtre of his Jewels, or the 


Richneſs of his Dreſs. All Hiltories agree, that he | 
was without Exception the moſt handſome and beſt- 


made Man of his Time; and as in War, he cou'd not 
be look'd on without Fear, ſo in Peace, he never ap- 
eared without creating Love and Eſteem. 

ALGITHA now had ſeen him both in the one and 
the other, and cou'd not defend herſelf from a ſe- 
cond Surprize little inferior to the firſt. However, ſhe 
had command enough over herſelf to teſtify it by no 


other Token than a Geſture of Admiration ; a Paſſion 
Which 


Pale Edmund was not in a Situation of more Tran 


guilty of, had ſhe been much leſs the Miſtreſs of his 
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Which none of the Ladies who attended her could pres 
vent themſelves from being ſeized with, at his firſt Ap- 

rance. 3 

Princes Edmund on the other Side found her fuch, 
es for ſome Moments deprived him of the Powef of 
Epeech ; if ſhe had ſeem'd to him fo incomparably 
lovely in the midſt of Blood and Slaughter, what muſt 
ſhe now do, adorn'd with Softneſs, and all the Advan- 
tages of Dreſs? Being an Amazon, ſhe had no other 
Covering to her Head than a Plume'of white Feathers, 
which waving careleſsly ſometimes one Way, and ſome- 
times another, .concealed, and diſcovered by Turns hes 
beautiful Forehead; her Hair hung looſe in Ringlets 
over her Shoulders, and that Part which was turned back, 
was filleted with- a String of Diamonds of a prodigious 
Largeneſs and Luſtre. She was tall, and ſhaped with 
the utmeſt ExaCtneſs; nor was any of the Advantages 
Nature had beſtowed on her, unembelliſhed by Art. 
This Day, her Garment being cloſe to her Body, diſ- 
| Cloſed the admirable Proportions of her Limbs ; and at 
the ſame Time had an Air of Negligence : In fine, the 
Regularity and Sweetneſs of her Features, the Delicacy 
of her Complexion, and the Majeſty which reigned 
throughout her whole Perſon, rendered her, on the 
ſtricteſt Examination, not leſs perfect than ſhe appeared 
at the firſt ſtriking Appearance. 

THE enamour'd Prince cou'd ſcarce reſtrain his Tranſ- 
Ports at the Sight of ſo much Beauty ; and perhaps he 
did it not ſo well, but that thoſe who accompanied him 
might have penetrated into the Secret of his Heart, if 
their own Aſtoniſhment had not prevented them from 
taking Notice of his Behaviour, and at the ſame Time 

iven him Leave to recolle& himſelf —— How guilty am 

„Madam! ſaid he, how dear has my Victory coſt me, 

ſince I could not purchaſe it, but by offending ſo in- 
comparable a Princeſs! I will not attempt to juſtify 
myſelf, by ſaying you are wholly unknown to me, for I 
can no way render myſelf worthy of your Pordon, but 
by offering my Life to your juit Reſentment. He ac- 
companied theſe Words with ſo paſſionate an Action, 
| that 
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at the diſcerning Agi tba. was no longer ignorant of 
— her Charms 120 one; which — editing a 
brighter and more lively Colour to her Cheeks, made 
her appear yet more lovely than before. 
Mx Lord, replied ſhe, with a Voice which had in it 
nothing of Enmity, if the Conſequences of War may be 
accounted Crimes, I am infinitely the moſt guilty Per- 
ſon : I knew very well who you were, I ſought you. 
combated with you, and. defired nothing more than ta 
have put an End te. your Days; and how, my Lord, con- 
tinued the, will Eng/and ever pardon me for laying ſacri- 
legious Hands on the greateſt and moſt amiable Prince. 
her Annals ever boaſted ? But let us, added ſhe, with a 
moſt charming Sweetneſs, let us forget what's paſt, and 
permit the- Peace which I am now about t „ may 
put an End to all our Differences. | 

Tart Prince ſaw. well, that A/githa had no Mind to 
anſwer to the obliging Things he had to ſay to her, 
therefore deferred any Declaration of his Sentiments till 
a fitter Seaſon ; and with a Bow the moſt tender and 
reſpectful that cou'd be, he told her, that he wou'd 
neglect nothing that might prevail on the King his Fa- 
ther to conclude the War as little to her Diſadvantage 
as poſlible ! And after many Compliments on both Sides, 
they parted with Sentiments and Deſires vaſtly different 
— thoſe they had been animated by ſome Days be- 

ore. 

Tux Prince of England had no ſooner quitted her, 
than his firſt Care was to diſpatch a Courier to the King, 
with the whole Hiſtory of this famous Siege : His Let- 
ter was full of the Praiſes of all thoſe who had ſignaliz d 
themſelves in the War, and of the Valour of his Troops 
in general, without making any mention of himſelf, or 
of his Combat with 4/githe ; ſaying only, that Princeſs 
was his Priſoner, and that all the Treaſures of Sigefrid 
were in his Power, and intreated Permiſſion to treat with 

the Widow of that Rebel; infinvating, that a Peace 
would render him in a better Condition to reſiſt the King 
of Denmark ; and urged his pelitical Reaſons for putting 
an End to the War in that Part of the Country, with 

| ſo 
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{3 much Wit and Prudence, that the Ling and Council 
were charmed with them, and readily conſented to leave 
him intire Maſter of his Conqueſt, and to ratify what- 
evnr he ſhou'd decree concerning the Fate of his Priſo- 
ner, or the Diſpoſal of her Territories. 

Wulrx the Eing and his Court were in this favour- 
adle Diſpoſition towards him, the Heart of Agitba was 
yet more ſo. This ſecond View of him had fo well 
eftabliſhed his Image in her Heart, that it was not in 
her Power to eraſe it even for a Moment, much leſs ta 
ſufter any other Thing to come in competition with it. 
After the Departure of the Prince, finding herſelf alone 
with Edwige, from whom ſhe never concealed any thing 
ſhe ſpoke of her engaging Conqueror in 'Terms ſo full 
of Admiration, and fo highly extolled the Beauties of 
bis Perſon and rare Qualities, that this Lady eaſily per- 
_— from what Source ſuch paſſionate Praiſes were 

erived. 

ALGITHA perceived ſhe had diicovered her Secret; 
and far from being offended at it, Edwige, ſaid ſhe with 
the moſt languiſhing Air, I ſee thou halt penetrated into 
my Heart; but I ſtand in no Fear of thy Reproaches : 
There needs no more than to have ſeen Prince Edmund 
to excuſe the Weakneſs of loving him ; but, continued 
| the, ſighing, ſince thou art ſo good at reading the Minds 
of People, can'ſt thou gueſs at nothing that paſles in 
that of my Conqueror ? 

Nox his, nor yours, Madam, have eſcaped me, an- 
ſwered ſhe ; and ſince you permit me to declare my 
Sentiments, be perſuaded, Madam, that whatever Ten- 
derneſs your Soul may be inſpired with in favour of the 
Prince, that which he is poſſeſſed of for you, is yet more 
violent. I examined him with Care the whole time of 
his being here, and ſaw Love ſparkling in his Eyes, and 
heard it in the Tone of his Voice. When he affected 
an Air of Gallantry and Generoſity, in offering you 
his Life as a Reparation of his Fault, the Obligation 
ſeemed to me to ſpring from his Heart, and what he 
ſpoke only as a Compliment, was indeed the moit 

erious 'Truth, Yes, Madam, continued ſhe, all his 
Words, all his AGions, in ſpite of his Efforts to the 
contrary, 
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contrary, declar'd {the Lover; and I am ſtrangely de- 
ceiv'd, if in a little time you do not find he is to in the 


moſt exalted Senſe. 


As none here, purſued Florinda, turning to the Com- 
pany, are ignorant of the Force of Love, it wou'd be 
needleſs to repeat how flattering to the Wiſhes of Alg i- 
tha, was the Diſcourſe of her Confidante ; io I ſhall only 
ſay, that in order to prolong it, ſhe confeſs'd that ſhe had 
imagin'd her Preſence had made ſome Impreſſion on the 
Prince, and in her Turn gave her Reaſons for ſucli a 
Suppoſition; To that both their Obſervations being com- 
pared, ſerved to. fortify the Idea in the Minds of the 
one and the other, and the Princeſs thought, without 
heidg too vain, ſhe might indulge herſelf in the ſweet 
Hope of being as perfectly beloved as ſhe loved. 

EDMUND in the mean time had Sentiments leſs 
pleaſing ; his Paſſion was accompanied with a Timidity 
which ordinarily mingles itſelf with Love in an unex- 
perienced Heart; and as he join'd to the reſt of his 


berfections, that of being ignorant how worthy he was 


to be loved, he only wiſhed he were, without hoping 
ever to merit to be ſo. | 

Turs Diffidence of himſelf gave him Reflections ſuch 
as permiited him not to enjoy much Tranquillity. But 
as his Paſſion was too violent to be entirely conczal'd, 
and he wanted Courage to declare it to the Beautiful 
Inſpirer, the Conſtraint he muſt have put upon himſelf 
would have been intolerable, had he not found a Friend 
in whoſe faithful Boſom he knew the Secret wou'd be 
late. 

AuoxG the Lords and great Men who followed him 
in his firſt Viſit to the Princeſs, was Al/aric, a Prince 
whom the Conformity of Years firſt, and afterwards the 
rare Qualities he obſerved in him, made him the moſt 
particularly attach'd to, of any who had been his Com- 
pan:ons in this War; and he it was to whom he com- 
manicated the Myſtery of his Love, and his too ſcru- 
pulous Doubts. 

ALDRIC, who knew the Merits of his Prince much 
better than himſelf, employed his utmoſt Eloquence 29 
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gave him a better Opinion of the Succeſs of his Deſires, 
No, my Lord, ſaid he, there is no room to doubt, if 
Prince Edmund may make himſelf beloved wherever he 
wiſhes to be ſo; but permit me to remind you, there 
are other Subjects for Fear, of a more formidable Na- 
ture. I foreſee a thouſand Obſtacles on the Part of the 
King; your Highneſs is the Darling and only Hope of 
England; your Alliance with ſome great Princeſs, wou'd 
procure ſolid Advantages for your Country; and will 
Ethelred ever be prevail'd upon to ſuffer you ſhou'd re- 
nounce thoſe glorious Pretenſions? And, continued he, 
J tremble at the Apprehenſions of his Rage, ſhou'd you 
enter into any Engagements without his Conſent. Theſe, 
my Lord, are the Reflections that give me Pain, and all 
that ought to trouble you What Woman cou'd re- 
ſiſt a Conqueſt ſo glorious for her as Prince Edmund ? 
Your Preſence attracts all Eyes, all Hearts; the leaſt 
Regard from you, ſubje&s them to you for ever, and 
can you think that when you vouchſafe to add the ten- 
dereſt Paſſion to ſuch powerful Charms, the Widow of 
Sigefrid wou'd not joytully return it! 
My dear Aldric, ſaid the Prince, embracing him, 
I can reply nothing to Words too flattering for my Be- 
lief——a partial Friendſhip hoodwinks your Judgment. 
I know I am far from what you think, and wou'd 
repreſent me to be; but were I all, and more than all 
that Nature ever formed of Perfection, and were the 
Dangers you have mentioned infinitely greater than they 
arc, all wou'd be too mean a Purchaſe for the Heaven 
of A4'pitha's Affection Yes, Aldric, yes, that di- 
vine and everlafting Miſtreſs of my Soul bears down all 
Confiderations of © State, or the King, and leaves me 
no Wil! for any thing but herſelf——to adore only her, 
to pleaſe only her, ud in fine, to think only on her. 
In: Tone and Air witli which theſe Words were 
ſpore, convinced the Favourite of the Greatneſs of his 
Prince“ P-iion ; but as he knew he had ai Iufinity of 
Rexfon aud Good Senſe, he did not fail ro jy before 
hun g that he forcſaw wou'd be the onſequence or his 
Leve, tc che End, thai it he cou'd not baniſh it from 
| his 
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his Heart, he might at leaſt be prepared for all the Ac- 
cidents it might produce, 

Tag Prince anſwer'd him with a Moderation and 
Wiſdom becoming his Character; but at the ſame time 
teſtified an unſhaken Conſtancy in his Affection to the 
Beautiful A/githe, and the firmeſt Reſolution to hazard 
and to ſuffer every thing for her Sake. 

Ta1s faithful Friend and Counſellor cou'd not hear 
ſucha Declaration without diſcovering in his Countenance 
the Trouble it gave him ; but perceiving that this was 
one of the Strokes ,of Fate, againft which no human 
Prudence is a ſufficient Defence, he wou'd not diſquiet 
his Prince with farther Arguments, but aſſured him that 
in all Events he would devote himſelf entirely to him, 
and that nothing Thou'd ever ſeparate their Intereſts. 

Prince Edmund knew too well the Value of ſuch a 
Friend, to refuſe his Offers : He thank'd him in Terms 
the moſt tender and obliging ; and in his turn proteſted 
never to forget the Zeal he had expreſs'd for his Good, 
and the wiſe Counſel he had given him, unable as he 
was to follow it. | E 

In this manner did they paſs the Remainder of the 
Day, after having viſited A/pitha : The next, and thoſe 
which ſucceeded, the enamour'd Edmund failed not to 
pay his Devoirs to that Princeſs, and without daring to 
ſpeak of his Love, he had ſo well the Art to make her 
ſenſible of it, that no Words cou'd have been more ex- 
preſſive or perſuaſive. | 

SHE received him always with a Sweetneſs fall of 
Charms, but as the ſtricteſt Modeſty and Reſerve reign'd 
thro' all her Words and Actions, he was not able to 
2 into her Sentiments ; and tho' he always ſaw 

er with Pleaſure, yet he never parted from her with- 
out doubting his Happineſs. But this Life of Suſpenſe 
was but of a ſhort Duration: The Return of his Courier 
decided his Fate, and he no ſooner ſaw the Power the 
King had given him, than he haſted with his Diſpatches 
to the Tent of his adored Princeſs. | 

Suk was alone with Edwige, and the Prince had 
permitted no body to * him but Alaric, as he had 
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Tet him know his Deſign was that Day to make a Diſco- 
very of his Paſſion, that faithful Confidante, after the 
firſt Compliments were over, engaged Edwige in a par- 
ticular Converſation at ſome Diſtance, and left the Prince 
at full Liberty to entertain the Charmer of his Soul. 
The King, Madam, ſaid he to her, has left me entire 
Maitcr of the Articles of Peace, and I come to make 
yo. Miſtreſs of them, and to give you an ins car 
ct 1cv-nging all the Offences I have been guilty of. It 
was not enough to combat with you, to wound you, to 
take you Priſoner, there wants yet ſomething to com- 
pleat my Preſumption, which 1s the daring -to adore 
you, to tell you that I do, and to ſwear to you, that a 
thouſand Deaths preſented to my Eyes can never make 
me change my Sentiments. Revenge yourſelf there- 
fore, Madam, continued he, in the moſt tender Accents, 
revenge on the Lover, the Fury of the Enemy, and pu- 
niſh in the Enemy, the Faults of the Lover Behold, 
wait your Sentence, and ſhall ſubmit to it without 
murmuring. 

To be able to comprehend the Charms that accom- 
panied this Diſcourſe, we ſhou'd aſſemble in our Minds 
all that is agreeable in Man ; all that indulgent Nature 
can beſtow, all that Love and Wit can teach, -and yet 
at laſt fall ſhort in Idea of the real Graces of this great 
and amiable Prince. A/eitha was too ſenſible of the 
Perf-&ions of this blooming Hero, and of the Glory of 
ſubduing him, to be capable of diſſembling the Paſſion 
ſhe had for him any longer; and looking on him with 
Eyes ſparkling with Love and Joy, And of what Faults, 
my Lord, faid ſhe, can you accuſe yourſelf, of which I 
am not at leaſt equally guilty > You have hated, and 
now love me; I wiſh'd your Death, and wou'd now give 
up my Life for the Satety of yours. Yes, my Lord, pur- 
ſued fre with ſome Precipitation, I fiou'd deteſt myſelf, 
if | cou'd yet hate what is inoſt worthy in the whole 
World to be loved —- Do I not ſce with the ſame Eyes 
il Fnzland doe —— Have I a Heart leſs ſenſible of 
„exit taan the reit of your Subjects? No, my Lord, 
lif I im ambitious of being diſtinguiſhed from the 
e titude, it is by the Exccſs ut l'endeineis alone. 
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Tis eaſy to imagine the Effect ſuch a Confeſſion muſt 
produce in a Prince young, ardent, and burning with 
the moſt violent Paſſion that ever was; he forgot Aldric, 
Edwige, and all the World, to abandon himſelf to the 
Vehemence of his Tranſports. He threw himſelf at 
the Feet of the Princeſs, in ſpite of all ſhe cou'd do to 
hinder him; he thanked her, and Heaven, in Words 
which nothing but the moſt exalted Extaſy cou'd have 
inſpired: He made a thouſand Vows, both to the one 
and the cther, of an everlaſting Conſtancy and Grati- 
tade, and that obliging him to repeat every Inſtant that 
he was loved, made him as often repeat that he wou'd 
eternally adore. In fine, he ſeemed as it were out of | 
himſelf, and was ſo violent in his Raptures, that the two 1 
Coniidants were no longer able to reſtrain their Attention . 
from a Scene in which they took ſo much Intereſt. I 

ALGITHA, who had ſeveral times in vain attempted 
to raiſe the Prince, now made a Sign to them to ap- 
proach ; and holding out her Hand to him, in order to 
oblige him to change his Poſture, You ſee, my Lord, 
ſaid ſhe to him ſmiling, that we are not alone, and that 
you publiſh my Secret. Ah ! Madam, cried he, Prince 
Aldric ls perfectly well acquainted with my Heart, and 
dare believe the diſcreet Edwige is too dear to you, to 
be ignorant of my Happineſs. | 

AFrsreR this, the Converſation between theſe four 
amiable Perſons conſiſted of all that Friendſhip, Zeal, 
Eſteem and Love cou'd form; but when a ſufficient 
Space of Time had been allowed to this agreeable En- 
tertainment, Prince Edmund intreated A.gitba to think 
on the Articles of Treaty, but ſhe wou'd not be perſua- 
ded, fo he was obliged to take the Care of that Affair 
upon himſelf ; there was little Danger of any Diſagree- 
ment between them, the Conqueror was too much in 
the Power of the Vanquiſhed, to inſiſt on hard Terms, 
and the Vanquiſhed thought herielf happy, in) ielding 
every thing to the Conqueror. | 

Su delivered all the ſtrong Places, Lands, and Ter- 
ritories yet remaining in her Power to the Prince; and. 
the Prince re inſtated her, with the Revenue ariſing 
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ſrom them. Both being ſatisfied with theſe Conditions, 
they were ſent to the King for his Ratification, who 
ſert them back without the leaſt Alteration. 
Norkixo but the Glory of Prince Edmund now made 
the Subject of Converſation at London, and indeed thro? 
the whole Kingdom: Publick Thankſgivings, Feaſts, 
and all manner of Rejoicings for his Victory, were 
celebrated in all the Cities and great Towns; and the 
Generals and others of the Army having ſent Accounts 
of this Siege to their Friends, and juſtly expatiated on 
the Valour of Lamund, particularly his Combat with 
the almoſt invincible AHitba, their Amazement was 
little inferior to their Admiration, when they conſidered 
what an Exceſs of Modeſty he had obſerved in the Let- 
ters he wrote on that Subject; and this augmented in 
ſuch a manner the Love and Eſteem of the People, that 
they almoſt idolized him. 

UEEN Emma, to whom his Glory was no leſs dear 
than if he had been her own Son, wrote to congratu- 
late him on this Occaſion, in Terms which manifeſted 
the real Friendſhip and Tenderneſs ſhe had for him : 
But all theſe Honours made but a feeble Impreſſion on 
his Mind, compared with the Delights he enjoyed at 
the Feet of his dear Princeſs. 3 

Tre Articles of Peace had no ſooner receiv'd the Ap- 
probation of Ezhelred, than the Prince cauſed the Caſtle 
of Sich fort to be repaired, and put in a Condition to re- 
ceive him, the Princeſs, and the moſt conſiderable of tho'e 
who had attended him in this War; looking on the Camp 
as'a Place too tumultuous for them to partake the Sweets 
of that Peace they had now ſo happily concluded. 

Soms Days after they were ſettled there, Prince 
Zamund, whoſe Paſſion received addition every Moment, 
and by conſequence, his Impatience began to conjure 
the beautifal Agitba to compleat his Felicity, by con- 
ſenting to be privately married, giving her to underſtand 
the little Probability there was, that the King wou'd 
ever be brought to authorize their Love, if by any Ac- 
cident ke ſhould be inform'd of it ;. and telling her at 


the ſame Time, if the Ceremony were once paſt, he had 
Hopes 
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Hopes the Perſuaſion of the Queen, and his other Friend, 


join'd to the Tenderneſs Erhe/red himſelf had for him, 


wou'd influence him to forgive what was paſt recall. 


Tux Princeſs loved with no leſs Ardour than ſhe was 
beloved, and was as much defirous of this Union as he 
who propoſed it; but the ordinary Inconſtancy of Men 
in general, and particularly among thoſe of the Age of 
Ednund made her tremble. I can refuſe you nothing, 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe; and tho* my Honour will doubtleſs 
ſuffer by a conceal'd Marriage, yet will I readily ſacri- 
fice it, to give a Proof of my Tenderneſs. Alas! ad- 
ded ſhe, what imports it that my Happineſs is a Secret 
provided it be laſting ? 

Bur, my Lord, that is my Fear; and is all that hin- 
ders me from doing as you deſire You love me now, 
but are you certain you ſhall love me always ? What can 


_ ſecure me from the Effects, the Wrath of your Royal 


Father, and the Conſiderations of the State may pro- 
duce ? They will, perhaps, hereafter make you 


look on a Marriage, ſo little conformable to your Inte- 


Teſt, as a Crime-—- They will repreſent to you, that you 
have eſpouſed the Widow of a . 
that your Age and Rank permitted you not to engage 
yourſelf without the Conſent of the King they will re- 
proach you with having renounced the Glories to which 
you might have pretended, and exaggerate the Felicity 
of a Marriage more illuſtrious, and more advantageous 
to England —- hey will add a thouſand more unfore- 
ſeen Remonſtrances, to render me contemptible in your 
Eyes, and to draw on me the Fate of the unhappy 
Ethelzive your Mother—they will have but too much 
Force not to ſhake your Confſtancy—you will bluſh to 
have liſtned to the Dictates of your Love, and I ſhall 
fall the Victim to the publick Diſpleaſure ; or, tis poſ- 
ſible to the Charms of an Object more worthy of you. 
Tux, Prince, then, continued he, letting fall ſome 
Tears, what will become of the wretched A4{pitha? Shame 
and Deſpair will be the only Recompence of her Com- 
plaiſance and Love: —I know my own Heart, I ſhall 
love you to my Grave; but alas! nothing can afſure me 
of yours. D 4 PriNCE 
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PRINCE Famund was ſtruck with ſo deep à Sorrow at 
this Diſcourſe. that he wanted to interrupt her; he found 
it im peſſible for him to do fo the Diſorder of his 
Soul mar ifeſted itſelf thro? all his Perſon, and render'd 
him in ſuch a State, that he was for ſome Moments whol- 
ly incopable of replving to what ſhe had been ſaying, 

Ar laſt, with the moſt languiſt ing and dejected Air, 
Dam very unfortunate, Madam, ſaid he, that my Heart 
is ſo little known to you, that you can believe it capa- 
ble cf the moſt vile of all Inconſtancies! If the 
FL.xcſs of my Paſſion has not b-en able to inſpire you 
with Sentiments more favourable, Words I fear will 
never do it, ſince they are but weak Intelligencers of 
wy Soul's ardent Meaning | 
Hur is it impoſſible you can think me worthy of your 
].ove, without thinking that if with the Crown of Eng- 
{ard, I ſhou'd be offer d that of the whole World, it 
cou'd be capable of obliging me to break the Vow I 
make to be eternally yours ? | 

No, Madam, I am neither to be tempted from you 
by Grandeur, nor terrify'd by the Menaces of an incens'd 
Father, nor the Murmurs of the State—— I know ve 
well, to what I ſubjet myſelf and expoſe you; but 
know alſo, that whatever Dangers may arm thcmſclves 
agzinſt us, your Glory will be raiſed by my Fidelity and 
conſtant oppoſing all that wou'd deprive me of you — 
Be aſſured I can die, but can never be ungrateful or 

#z]ſe—Permit me once to wear the happy Title of your 
Huſband, and I will maintain it to my laſt Moment 
"Tis by this only I can make known the Greatneſs of 
my Flame by this alone my Fidelity can be mani- 
tciied Oh confider, Divineſt Agitba, conſider that 


Fim . 
6 r ad. = 4 
4 » 4.2 . * OO 3 * F j ES 
8 N 8 , PE 6-34 > Lo 
a) = i - 


lat Paſſion you pretend to acknowledge the Power of, 
i ut alſo do an irreparable Injury to my Truth, and I 
Mall die unjuſtiſie] in your Opinion For think not, 
rurſued he, with an Air that had ſomething in it of 
Lituaction, think not that I will live without you. 
ETRE Prince Edmurd ceaſed to ſpeak, and indeed 
there was no farther Need of Words to affirm what 


might 
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might be eaſily ſeen in his Countenance ; a mortal Pale- 
nets ſpread itſelf over all his Face, his Eyes loſt all their 
wonted Shine, and fixed on thoſe of Algitha, ſeem'd 
but to attend her Anſwer, and to cloſe for ever. The 
Princeſs trembled at the Alteration ſhe perceived in him, 
and cou'd no 2 doubt the Sigczrity of a Paſſion, 


which was denoted by ſuch Symptoms. | 

My dear Prince] cry'd ſhe, preſſing his Hands tenderly 
between hers. Algitha is yours—Diſpoſe of her as you 
pleaſe my Sufpicions and my Fears had noother Source 
than an Exceſs of Tenderneſs, and therefore claim For- 
giveneſs; but every Motive of Refuſal ſhall rec-de to 
the Glory of being united to you — *Tis for you then 
to command, Oh.charming Prince! I am in all Things 
rcady to obey. 

Tuo' theſe Words were like th:Voice of Pardon to a 
Wretch condemn'd in the Ears of the tranſport2d Ea 
mund, yet could he not preſ-ntly get over the Grief her 
formcr Diſcourſe had imprinted in his Soul ; and while 
he thank'd her Condeſcenſion in Terms the moſt pation -- 
ite, yet did a certain Languor remain both in his Looks 

and Accents ;.which ſerv'd, more than ever, to con vince 
the Princeſs how ſenfibly he had been touched with the 
Fears of loſing her. She employ'd all thoſe Graces Na- 
ture had ſo prodigally bcſtov'd on her, to alleviate a Me- 
lancholy of which ſhe had been the Cauſe ; and after a. 
Million of repeated Proteſtatians of eternal Fidel.ty on: 
both Sides, it was at laſt agreed, that one cf the Princeſs's 
Chaplains, in whom ſhe plac'd the moſt perfect Confi- 
& nce,. ſhou'd ſecretly join their Hands in the Chapel of. 
the Caftle, and that none but Prince Aldric and the taith- 
ful Edawige ſhould be Witneſſes of that Ceremony. 

ALL Things being thus concluded, they appreach'd. 
tue holy Altar on the Evening of the next Day, and were 
th're united by thoſe Bonds which are indiſſoluble but 
by Death. The whole Affair was conducted. with fa: 
much Privacy, that not ene Perſon either in the Camp 
or Palace had the leaſt Knowledge of it. The Myftery 
laſted ſome Months, to the great Cont-ntment of. the 
Wedded Pair, who enjoyed, without thoſe Ceremonies 


which are the Torment of publick Marriages, all the 
Ds Sweets. 
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Sweets that Hymnen is capable of affording, when height- 
ned by the moſt fervent Paſſion : It ſeemed, as if theſe 
tu o vcre animated but by one Soul—that one Will and 
ore Deſire diffuſed themſelves thro* both; and ſo well 
were their Thoughts known to each other, that they 
conver'ed frequently, as it were by Intuition, and in- 
tcrrogzted, and replied by Looks alone. 

Bur Fate, which they ſay, allows it not to Mortals 
to be perfectly happy on Earth, being unable to leſſen 
their Affection. was reſolved to raiſe them Troubles, to 
ditturb that Repoſe they had ſo long indulged. 

Tre lerg Abſence of Prince Edmund created ſome 
Suſpicion in the King his Father ; and not being able 
to comprehend the Motives that kept him from a Court, 
where every body was burning with Impatience for his 
Returr, he ſent ſome Perſons whom he confided in to 
the Camp, with firict Orders to inform themſelves of 
l that paſt, and to be careful Spies over the Actions of 
the Prince, without doing any thing that ſhou'd make 
him ſuſpect they were ſo. 

THis Commiſſion was given to Men well Killed in 
Stratagems, and from whoſe Eyes it was ſcarce poſſible 
r ny thing ſnou'd eſcape : They examined the Prince 
with Attentiou, and preſently found. his Paſſion for A 
githa This Diſcoveiy was immediately ſeconded by 
ct):ers, and without any one being able to penetrate 
into their Intrigues, they got Information of the ſe- 
cret M: rriage, and ſent Notice of it to the King. It 
wou'd be in vain to go about to repreſent the Exceſs of 
his Fury at this News; the whole Court ſaw, and trem- 
bicd at it; and tho” the Prince was extremely dear to 
(tem all, yet nore durſt open their Lips i in his Vindica- 
tion 

Ws Rage | hes Peſſifſion cf the Mind, Nature but 
vainly pleads; E:kel. loſt all the Father, in the an- 
ery Monarch, end forgetfu] how much himſelf had ex- 
1 ericnced the Force cf that Haſſion he row condemned 
in his Son, ſent an Expreſs to him, which contained 
n ab'olute Commard to reſign the Command of the 
Army to the Eu] of Kent, to quit Sich fort immediately, 
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and come to render an Account of his Conduct at the 
Foot of the Throne. ; 

Tars Mandate was like a Clap of Thunder to the 
Hearts of the truly enamour'd Prince and Princeſs ; 
they no longer doubted, if they were hetray'd, or if 
Edmund was recall'd out of any other Motive but the 
extremeſt Wrath. But this laſt alarm'd them leſs, as 
they had prepar*d themſelves for it: But what was moſt 
remarkable in this Adventure was, that Algitba, who 
had the greateſt Cauſe to dread what might befal her 
in this Separation from the Prince, ſeem'd leſs dejected 
than he did, and was obliged to make uſe of her ut- 
moſt Efforts, to enable- him to ſupport it. Nor was 
his Diſquiet occaſion'd by the Terror of meeting the 
Eyes of an incenſed Father, and angry King, in whoſe 
Diſpoſal all his future Fortunes lay; but by the Thoughts 
of leaving his dear Wife, at a Time when moſt his Pre- 
ſence was neceſſary, to alleviate the Diſorder ſhe was 
then in; the Fruits of their reciprocal Affection being, 
now manifeſted in her Pregnancy. 

As much however as the Princeſs diſſembled her Con · 
cern, in hope to allay that of her Huſband, ſhe cou'd not 
defend herſelf in ſecret from Agitations, very hard to 
be endured. She dreaded not any thing the King ſhou'd 
meditate againſt her; ſhe had too much Courage to re- 
gard any thing that touched her Life or Fortune, the 


Eſtrange ment of her dear Edmund's Heart was all ſhe 
feared : And when ſhe conſider'd ſhe muſt truſt him in a. 


Court ſo famous for Beauties, as that of England, not all 
his Vows cou'd make her ſay to herſelf, He will be mine 


for ever. And if the Opinion of his Honour ſecured her 


from the Apprehenſions of his divorcing himſelf from 
her, and marrying another, as his Father had done; yet, 
as the Change of his Affection was an involuntary Ac- 
tion, ſhe was invaded with moſt terrible Saggeſtions on 
that Score; and was too delicate to find any Satisfaction 
in the Thoughts that he muſt be for her only, becauſe 
his Veracity wou'd not permit him to be another's 
BuT whatever Diſcontents they both endur'd, the 
Royal Will. maſt. be comply'd wich; and the Prince, 
: ' D 6 with: 
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with reaſon, judging, that to delay the injoin'd Atten - 
dance on his Father, wou'd only ſerve to irritate him 
the mote, made all imaginable Haſte to prepare for his 
Departure. And the Conſolation of his beloved Algi- 
githa being the firſt of his Cares, he obliged Prince A/- 
dric to ſtay behind him, that he might hear from. time 
to time of the Situation of that Princeſs's Mind. Al- 
dric, on his Side, promis'd an eternal Fidelity, and pre- 
ſented a Gentleman to him, of whoſe firm Attachment 
he was convinced, in order that whatever Condition the 
Prince was in, he might know it from his Pen, and be 
inform'd of his Commands. 

AFTER all theſe Precautions, they took Leave of each 
other, with ſuch violent Tranſports of Grief, that none 
were Witneſſes of them, but fear'd they wou'd be at- 
tended with ſome fatal Conſequence. Edmund exerted 
all his Forces, to aſſure 4/githa of an eternal Fidelity 
and that P. inceſs negleAcd nothing, that the moſt deli- 
cate Peſſion cou'd inipire, to conjure him to ſet a Guard 
upon his Heart, and upon his Eyes; and when they had 
embraced each other a thouſand and a thouſand times, 
they bid Adieu A Parting dreadful to themſelves, 
and touching to all that ſzw it, as not being able to form 
any judgment when, or whether they ſhou'd ever meet 
again! | f 

Grier and Uncertainty were the Companions of 
Prince Famurd's Jouney - to meet the Eyes of a 
King and Father, ſo much incens'd againſt him, was no 
ght Motive for the Diſquist of a Son and Subject prac- 
ed in Obedier ce; but the Violence of his Love ſur- 
rn cunted all other Conſiderations; and at his Arrival at 
London, te preſented himſelf before the King, with a 
Submition fail of Reſpett, but with the Aſſurance of a 
erſon pre pa: ed fer every Hing. His Preſence, far from 
caciting any Tenderneis in Etfelred, angm: nted his In- 
e g:aton : He reprœached, in the moit czuel Terms, 
uc clandeſtine Marriage he had contract. d with the Wi- 
cu of an Enemy to his King and Country, accuſed him 
held g criminal Intelligence apainit betn the one and 
LECTED; an iw. HOut TUE ing on the Lengths to which 
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an Exceſs of Paſſion had tranſported himſelf, alledged 
all thoſe Reaſons which would have been of more uſe to 
have regulated his own Conduct than that of his Son, 
So true it is, that in whatever Rank Providence places. 
Men, they never can be impartial enough to ſee thoſe 
Faults in themſelves, which they condemn in others. 

Tus Prince of England liften'd to all this Torrent of 
Injuſtice, with the moſt perfect Submiſſion; and per- 
ceiving the King had left him at Liberty to reply, he 
threw himſelf at his Feet, and looking up to him with 
that engaging Air, which charm'd all Hearts, I confeſs 
I am criminal, ſaid he, in diſpoſing of myſelf without 

our Majeſty's Permiſſion; but it was the Fear of never 
— able to obtain it, joined with the Impoflibility of 
living without Agitba, that made me guilty. Not that 
I imagin'd you wou'd regard that Prineeſs as an Object 
of Hatred, after the advantageous Peace ſh- concluded 
with you Yes, Sir, I dare affirm, more Blood 
had been ſhed to gain you Victory, had Love not inter- 
poſ-:d T apprehended indeed, that your Ambitr n 
deſign'd me for greater Alliance, but 1 knew the Vir- 
tues of Al/githa more worthy than Diadems, and there- 
fore followed the Dictates of my Happineſs rather than 
my Duty But, Sir, continued he, my Crime wou'd 
y-t be pardonable, if you were ſenſible of the Charms 
of my fair Vanquiſher; and perhaps I ſhou'd find Praiſc 
where now I am condemn'd Yes, Sir, added he 
with Vehemence, I adore Aꝶitha, I am reſolved eter- 
nally to adore her —— Burt it is not Algitha, arm'd 
zgainkt my King, to wicm | have given my Faith; it 
15 a Princeſs ſubmiſſive to your Laws, faithful to her 
Duty, afid ready to ſuffer Death to att ſt her Loyalty to 
vour Majeſty, and Love to ycur Son, whole Huſband 
jou ſee before your Feet, embracing your Knces, and 
imploring Grace from an offen ed Father. 

AT theſe Words, Ethelred, in ſpite of his Indigna- 
tion, felt that he was indeed a Father: He ſgh'd, and 
was ſome time before he cou'd determine in what 
„anner he ſhou'd behave ; but ſtruggling with the 
tencerncis which juſt then b gan to move him, wen 

, then, 


[ 62} 
then, reſumed he, fince you are both ſo ſubmiſſive to 
my Laws, give a Proof of this Zeal and this Obedience, 
in ſeparating yourſelves for ever, and do you receive an» 
other Wife from the Hand of a Father who loves you 
— This is the only Way by which you can obtain Par- 
don, and oblige me not to treat A. githa as an Enemy. 

Ir no other Way we can obtain your Mercy, Aid 
the Prince, riſing from the Poſture — was in, I am 
conſtrain'd to tel your Majeſty, we muſt be for ever 
miſerable in your Piſpleaſure both Algitha and 
myſelf are ready to loſe our Lives for you; but you 
ſhall ſacrifice us a thouſand times before we will break 
our Vows—they are ſacred —- they are voluntary—— 
they are eternal. | | 

Tu Prince pronounced theſe Words with a Re- 
ſolution which ſurpriz'd Ethelred, and re-kindled the 
before-expiring Fury in his Breaſt. He called to the 
Captain of his Guards to ſeize the Prince, and order 
him into Cuſtody. When the Queen entered the Cabi- 
net where they were, ſhe feared ſomething violent 
wou'd be the. Conſequence of this Converſation,. and 
reſolved to labour all ſhe cou'd in the Service of the 
Prince. She immediately knew by their Ccuntenances 
the Emotions of their Souls ; and perceiving the Cap- 
tain was about to execute the King's Command, ſhe en- 
treated his Majeſty to forbear till he had given her a 
Moment's Audience; adding, that ſhe wou'd anſwer 
for the Prince, and at the ſame time made a Sign to 
bim, and all prefent, to withdraw. 

As ſoon as ſhe found herſelf alone with Etzbelred, 
ite repreſented to him the Wrong he did in proceeding 
to ſuca Extremities, with a Son, who had behave 
in every Action of his Life, bating his Marriage, with 
the utmoſt Duty that the R ingdom was in too 
h:zardous an Eftate, thro the Preparations of the King 
of Denmark, to admit Civil Broils——that the People, 
who almoit adored the Prince, wou'd be excited to mur- 
mur at this Treatment of him, and perhaps, run yet 
greater: Lengths in his Favour She conjur'd 


tim alſo to decree nothing againſt the Perſon of AI. 
githa, 


Ls 
githa === ſhe remonſtrated to him, that the Rebel- 
lion was probably not ſo well extinguiſhed, but that it 
might be rekindled in thoſe Places where that Princeſs 
5 an Intereſt, if any Outrage were offered to her; 
and all this in Terms ſo ſtrong, tho' full of Reſpect, 
— Etbelred had nothing to object againſt her Rea- 
ns. f | 
Tuo' this Monarch had not reſumed his former Ten- 
derneſs for Emma, and lived with her with little more 
than a cold Civility, the Obligations he had to her 
wou'd not permit him to neglect her Advice: Beſides, 
the Manner in which ſhe addreſſed him on this Score, 
greatly alleviated his Rage. He gave her his Promiſe 
to enterprize nothing againſt Agitha, either by open 
Force or ſecret Malice, and not to confine the Perſon of 
the Prince. But all this beautiful Queen cou'd urge, 
was unavailing to procure his Conſent co the Marriage, 
and ſhe was obliged to quit him without obtaining any 
thing on that Article. | 

Ar her Return to her Apartment, ſhe found Prince 
Edmund, who attended there the Effect of her Sollici.a— 
tions. She gave an exact Account of all that ſhe had 
done, and teſtified an unfeigned Concern, that ſhe had 
been able to prevail no fartner ; telling him, ſhe fore- 
ſaw great Difficulties in the Engagement he had enter'd 
into; and that ſhe feared, he wou'd have much to ftrug- 
gle with, to make it good, 

Fox in fine, my dear Edmund, ſaid ſhe, J have ſo lit- 
tle Power over Ethelred, that you ought not to flatter 
yourſelf with a Belief, that he will grant much to my 
Perſuaſions; and I am very certain, if my Demands 
had not heen founded on the moſt foli4 Reaſons, I ſhou'd 
have been able to obtain nothing. Thus, added ſhe 
with a Sigh, I can only lament your Troubles, without 
a Hope of diminiſhing them by any Effort of mine. 

Tux Prince returned her a thouſand Thanks for all 
her Goodneſs, particularly for what ſhe. had obtain- 
ed in Favour of 4/zithba ; and prayed her to have 
tor that Princeſs the ſame Friendſhip with which ſhe 
had honoured himſelf. Lwou'd be difficult for me, 
| Madam, 
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Madam, faid he, to make you ſenfible of the Beauties 
of her Mind, without your being acquainted with her; 
but thoſe of her Perſon may ſerve in part toexcuſe the 
Paſſion ſhe has infpir.d me with. In ſpeaking theſe 
Words, he drew a little Picture out of his Pocket, which 
he brought with him from the Caſtle, and ſhewing it to 
the Queen, Th re, Madam, reſumed he, is the Like- 
neſs of that Face, to which I have vowed an everlaſting 
Truth. : 

E MM regarded it with Admiration, and confeſs'd 
that it was very difficult to guard the Heart from ſuch 
an Allemblage of Perfections. Emboldened by the 
Praiſe ſhe gave her Beauties, he proceeded to delineate 
the Delicacy, the Purity, the Sincerity of her Soul, 
and renewed his Proteſtations never to be guilty of In- 
zuilice to a Perſon ſo truly deſc rving; and that he wou'd 
hazard being as unhappy by his Conſtancy, as Erhelred 
had render'd himſelf by his Infidelities. 

I's next Day, the King appointed Commiſſioners 

before whom he comp-1Þ'd the Prince to appear; but 
they interrogating him coneerning his Marriage, he 
maintained the YV zalicity of it, and ſaid little Jeſs to aſ- 
jure them, that nothing ſhon'd conſtiain him to forſake 
fo dear a Wife, than he had cone to Algitha herſelf. 
Had that Princeſs been V itne(s of tne Courage and Re- 
folut on cf his Love on that Occahon, it had, perhaps, 
ſhock'd the Nicen {s of her Soul to think that no. 
Returns the cou'd make were adequate to ſuch a Paſ- 
on. 
Bur this Firmneſs of Mind ſerved only to irritate the 
King, and he obliged the Commiſſioners to give Judg- 
ment. As they were entirely his Creatures, by their 
Sentence the Marriage was &:fannull'd, and the Parties 
f-.rbid to fee each other any more, under the Pain of 
tze Royal Diſpleaſure. Ihis Lecree the King took 
Cate ſnou'd be immediately tent to Algitba; perhaps, 
„et without Hope the Griet of it might put an End to 
her Days. | 

Thar beautiful Princeſs being inform'd of the 
whole Procedure as it went on, by Couriers, * 

er 
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her every Day by the Prince, expected a Judgment no 
leſs ſevere wou'd be given againſt her, and in Spite of 
the Aſſurances ſhe received of the Fidelity of her Huſ- 
band, and the Reſolution with which he maintained the 
Cauſe of his Love, ſhe was in continual Alarms; ſhe 
feared for him, for herſelf, and for the Infant yet un- 
born : The Sentence was no ſooner paſt, e the 
Prince imagining it wou'd be ſignified te 4/githa, diſ- 
patch'd the Gentleman Prince A/-ic had preſented to 
him, with a Letter to her, and another to that faithful 
Friend: The Perſon charged with this Commiſſion, per- 
form'd it with ſo much Expedition, that this Packet was 
deliver'd before the Arrival of the King's Meſſenger. 

In the Letter to Aldric, Prince Edmund entreated him 
to hinder A/zitha as much as poſſible from hearing any 
News that came from Court, to do his utmoſt to conſole 
her, and to give her perpetual Aſſurances, that no Time 
or Chance fow'd make the leaſt Abatement in his Af- 
feftion ; but above all, that he wou'd take care that ſhe 
ſhou'd receive his Letter, before any Diſpatch from the 
King ſhou'd be brought to her. I his Caution was not 
uſeleſs, the Prince's Gentleman arriving little more than 
an Hour before the Courier from Court. Aldric, who 
knew the Conſequence of the Affair, went directly to 
the Apartment. of the Princeſs, where the Gentleman 
deliver'd her the Letter of Princ2 Edmund ; which ha- 
ſtily opening, ſhe found contained theſe Words. 


The faithſul Epmuxo, to his dear ALG1THA. 


” of every Misfcrtune that befals us did not afford 
" me a new Occaſion of giving Proofs of my Con- 
** ftancy and Love, I ſhould not be haſty to acquaint 
* you with it: But, my dear Princeſs, as I know, 
„that nothing but my Fidelity can ſypport you un- 
** der the Weight of that Affliction Fate ſhowers 
* down upon us, -I wou'd be the firſt to let-you know 
** the preſent Preflure ; to the End that the Aſſurances 
of my Faith may too much engroſs your _ to 
eave 
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es 
leave any Room for Grief, when you ſhall read the 
* cruel Sentence paſſed againſt us — They condemn us 
* to ſee each other no more, and pretend to deter us 
from doing fo, by menacing every thing that human 
Nature ſhrinks at — I am proof, however, againſt 
* this Thunder-Clap —- My Love gains treſh Force 
„* by this unjuſt Oppoſition, and my Faith becomes yet 
«« more inviolable than ever All that they can do 
to ſeparate me from you, fhall ſerve but to unite me 
more cloſely to you Here I reiterate all the 
« Vows I have made you to love you to my 
Grave — to prefer you to all the Princeſſes in the 
„World and to ſuffer Death rather than ſabmit to 


the unjuſt Sentence they have given — I conjure 


you to be perſuaded of theſe Truths, if you wou'd 
© have me live Receive the Orders of the King 
* without Grief, and without Indignation ; I wiſh you 
cou'd forgive the latter of theſe Emotions in him 
He may relent, the Sweetneſs of his Nature makes 
me hope it——but whatever ſhall happen, I ſwear to 
od you by all that we hold ſacred, to continue te the laſt 
Moment of my Life, | 


Yeur faithful Husband, 
EpxtuxD, Prince of England. 
ALGTITHA cou'd not read the Letter without Tears 


of mingled Tenderncſs and Diſdain : The Affront ſhe 
received by the Judgment paſſed upon her, occaſioned 


great Agitations in her Soul; but ſhe was yet more ſen- 


fible of the freſh Inſtances of her dear Spouſe's Affec- 
tion; and reflecting that her Honour cou'd receive no 
Blemiſh, while the Prince preſerved his Faith, ſhe 


armed herſelf with a Reſolution to deſpife thoſe Forma- 


lities Women ordinarily glory in, and to think of no- 
thing but the Happineſs of being beloved by a. Prince 


ſuch as Edmund. 


Sus alſo took this Opportunity to prove the Deſe- 
rence ſhe paid to the Will of this dear Hoſband, and 
. a 
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as unjuſt and cruel as ſhe thought the Proceeding of 
Ethelred, was determined to ſhew no Marks of Re- 
ſentment before thoſe who ſhou'd be charged with his 
Orders. 

Sax had juſt brought herſelf to this Point, when the 
Meſſenger arrived, and delivered the Copy of the Sen- 
tence into her Hand, accompanied with an Order to 
conform to it on Pain of Death. She received the one 
and the other, with a Courage worthy of the Wife of 
Edmund ; and committing the fuſtice of her Cauſe to 
Heaven, ſeemed only troubled at the little Probability 
_—P was, that ſhe ſhou' d ſee the Prince of a long 

ime, | 
Sou Days after, ſhe brought a Son into the World, 
who was named Edmund after his Father; and this News 
being immediately ſent to the Prince of England, he 
conceived fo great a Joy, as for ſome time made him 
forget all his Misfortunes. | 

He communicated the Knowledge of his being a Fa- 
ther to the Queen, and to thoſe, of whoſe iſhes 
he had Experience, who ſincerely congratulated him on 
that Occaſion; and without conſidering in what man- 
ner the King wou'd take it, informed the People“ of it, 
and authorized publick Rejoicings. | 

ETHELRED, who never continued long in one Hu- 
mour, began already to repent him of having treated 
the Prince with ſo much Rigour; and tho' he was in- 
formed of every thing that paſſed, ſeemed ignorant of 
the Cauſe of all this Ang nor oppoſed the Satisfaction 
- the Citizens, who continued their Feltival for three 

ays. 

ALGIT HA was no ſooner. recovered from her Lying- 
in, than Edmurd, unable to live without her, cauſed her 
to remove from the Caſtle of Sich fart, and come within 
a few Miles of Landon, where he every Day indulged his 
Paſſion with her Converſation ; and theſe frequent Inter- 
views gave Birth to a ſecond Prince named Edward. 

Ir was about this Time, that the Letter of the un- 
fortunate Erhelgive rekindled in the Heart. of Ethel- 


red all the Paſſion he once had for her; and that the 
IS generous 
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enerous Emma took that Opportunity of his Tenderne ſs 
be the Mother, to revive in him all he formerly had 
borne the Son. Her Pleas cou'd not but be forcible to 
a Heart already half diffolved, and which felt all the 
Reaſons ſhe cou'd urge before ſhe ſpoke them. He ſeem- 
ed however to yield to her Perſuafions, what his own 
Inclination wou'd not ſuffer him to deny; the Pity he 
had for the Deſtiny of Ethelgive, the Love he now had 
for her, dead as ſhe was, and the Shame for his paſt 
ConduR, re-inſpiring him with all the Virtues of his 
Youth. He thanked the Qucen for contributing to ſo 
good a Work; and to ſhew how deeply he was touched 
with her Remonſtrances, ordered his Son fhould be 
brought that Moment into hi Preſence, 

EDMUND, who ſince the Declaration of his Mar- 
riage, had never been permitted to ſee his Father's Face, 
and in the Middle of the Court lived as an Exile, was 
ſtrangely ſurpriz'd at this Command ; he knew not to 
What Motive to attribute it, and felt in himſelf ſome 
Repugnance to obey ; but as he had ever been a ſtri& 
Obſerver of his Duty, in all Things in his Power, he 
overcame all that ſeemed to oppole it, and went to the 
Cabinet where the King then was, with a Mind which 
had little in it of Tranquillity. | 

Taz Preſence of the Queen, and the Contentment 
that appear'd in her Counteuance, baniſhed part of his 
Fears; and the King no ſooner ſaw him enter, than 
firetching out his Arms, My Son, ſaid he, receive the 
Paadon of your Fault, and the Recompence of your 
Virtues. Ihe Prince who, on the firſt. Words of Ethel 
red had thrown himſelf at his Feet, received theſe Ca- 
reſſes ſo little expected, with a Tranſport of Joy, which 


eaſily made known to the King how very precious to 


kim was the Return of his Affection. 

EDMUND, reſamed he, the Queen, to whom both 
vou and J have the ftrong-& Obligations, has conferr'd 
a greater yet, in permitting me to ayow, I have too 
much loved your Mother, not to regard- with the ex- 
tremeſt Tenderneſs the firſt Son the bl-is'd me with 


I have been guilty of great Injuſtice to her; but I 
3 wou'd 
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wou'd repair them to you; and it was with that Inten- 
tion 1 oppeſed the Engagement you had made with 4/- 
githa My chief Hopes were founded on your Hip- 
pineſs ; 1 had formed for you great "Things in my Ima- 
gination, but your Marriage has deſtroyed them all —— 
1 am ſenſible, however, that a virtuous Prince cannot 
:bandon a Woman he has found worthy to receive his 
Vows, by whom he is beloved, and by a happy Ferti- 
lity has given a double Cement to the Bonds of Hymen. 

Tus? Conſiderations, my Son, have diſſipated my 
Rage, and reſtores to you your Kather Take again 
the Place you have held in my Heart, and in my Power, 

and which I find you are ſo worthy of; and hencefor- 
ward let a perfect Union among the Royal Family con- 
tribute to diſappoint the Deſigns of our Enemies, as 
much as the Force of our Arms. 

An, Sir, cry'd the Prince, embrocing his Knees, by 
what Actions can I ever make your Miyeity a Repara- 
tion for having offended you, or merit this tender Return 
of your Affection! — How happy have you made 
me! All my Blood, and the whole Services of 
my tuture Life, are too mean an Offering for the re- 
cyver'd Bleſſing of your Favour. | 

THis Converiation was ſo truly touching, that the 
Queen cou'd not withhold her Tears; and Ezhelred, 
in ſpight of his Dignity, and the Gravity he wou'd 
iaye aſſumed on this Occaſion, cou'd not reſtrain ſome 
Drops from falling from his Eyes When the firſt Emo- 
tions of Tenderneſs and Joy were a little over, the 
King permitted the Prince to pay his Acknowledg- 
ments to the Queen ; and theſe three auguſt Perſons 
teltify*d all that cou'd be inſpired by Nature, Friend- 
ſhip, and Eſteem. 

THz King of England acjudging, that Prince Fa- 
mund was impatient to carry this News to Algitba, 
ſhortned this Entertainment, to give him that Satit- 
faction: My dear don, ſaid he, you have given me too 
many Proofs of your Paſſion, not to make me know 
you wou'd gladly make the Princeſs 2 Sharer in your 
Contentment I will, therefore, no longer de- 
: tain 
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tain you from that Pleaſure Go, and be yourſelf 
the Bearer of an Order ſo different from the former. 
- — Go, and tell her my Commands are, that you ſhall 
always love each other with a Tenderneſs as ſincere, as 
you ſhall find my Endeavours for the common Happi- 


neſs of you both. 
Ir it were poſſible for me to retract, in anauthentick 


Manner, what I have done againſt your Marriage, I 


wou'd not defer it one Moment—— but it is not a pro- 

r Seaſon, our preſent Troubles will not now permit 
it. — England is too much menaced by the Approaches 
of our cruel Enemies, the Danes, to give us Leave to 
think of any other Affairs than the repulſing them 
they will give you an Occaſion to acquire freſh Laurel:|; 
znd under the Covert of them, I ſhall, without Shame, 
ratify your Marriage, and make the whole Kingdom 
approve of it. Receive, continued he, my Royal Word 
for the Performance of this, and in the mean time en- 
Joy, without Fear and without Inquietude, the Sweets 
of an Union, to which I ſhall henceforward be ſar from 
putting any Obſtacle. 

Prince Edmund a ſecond time threw himſelf at the 
Feet of the. King his Father, to thank his Goodnels ; 
and as he thought himſelf perfectly happy in having 

ined ſo much, attempted not to exact more; and as 

he had Permiſſion to depart, haſted to his dear Agit ha, 
with a Tranſport worthy of his Love. 
Tuis Princeſs ſeeing him arrive with a Satisfaction 
in his Countenance, which for a long time had been a 
Stranger there, received him with a vaſt deal of Joy, 
tho* infinitely ſhort of what ſhe conceived, when he 
had acquainted her with the Motive. 

How great ſoever are the Pleaſures ſecret Love af- 
fords, they are accompanied with equal Inquietudes ! 
Nothing is more alarming to a Mind truly wite and mo- 
deſt, than to be forced to conceal as Crimes, thoſe Ac- 
tions which are really Virtues: And tho' Agitha might 
ſatisfy herſelf in the Indulgence of her Paſhon, by the 
Cor ſciouſneſs it was authorized by Ties the moſt legi- 


timate ; yet was it not without che utmeſt Regret, that 
me 
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vered, wou'd be looked upon as ſo many Violations of 
her Honour. 


SUCH being the Situation of this Princeſs, when the 
King's Conſent gave her intire Liberty to follow the 
Dictates of her Inclination, and openly to avow her 
Jenderneſs for the charming Prince, ſhe cou'd not but 


be inſpired with Raptures ſuitable to the Occaſion. The 
Heart land Perſon of her dear Prince ſecured to her for 
erer! Her Glory re-eſtabliſhed ! The future For- 
tune of her Children ſettled ! — All that was neceſſary 
for her Repoſe !——-AIll the Advantages ſhe cou'd wiſh 


or hope confirmed, was ſuch a Profuſion of Happineſs, 


as for ſome Moments ſhe cou'd not bring herſelf to be- 
lieve ; and Prince Edmund was obliged to repeat the 
joyful Tidings over and over, and join Proteſtations to 
his Words, before ſhe cou'd fully aſſure herſelf of the 
Reality of the promiſed Bleſſings. 

Bur how little am I able to figure out the Exceſs of 
her 'Franſports, when convinced of the Truth Her 
Soul was all diſſolved in Tenderneſs and Joy, Tears 
flowed m Abundance from her Eyes, while her Lips 
poured forth Thanks to Heaven, and the gracious Ezhel/- 
One Moment ſhe ſnatched her dear Huſband 
to her Breaſt, and preſſing him ardently, ſaid a thou- 
ſand {ft obliging Things; the next, as if overcome with 
Extaſy, ſhe lifred up her Hands and Eyes, and by a Si- 
lence, more eloquent than any Words cou'd be, ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of her Heart. Infinite indeed were 
the Reaſons ſhe had to be ſatished ; yet were the Effects 
more ſo——all that can be imagined of wild Delight, 
intolerable Joy, appeared in all ſhe ſaid and did; and it 
was not. without ſome Difficulty, that the Prince of 
England, fearing ſuch violent Agitations wou'd be pre- 
Judicial to her Health, brought her at laſt to reflect with 
more Calmneſs. 

Tux paſſed three Days together in an unconcei- 
vable Satisfaction; in which Time 415;:ha wrote to 


>) 


the King and Queen, Her Letter to Z:helred was 


alot Reſpect, Love and Majeſty ; aud that to Emma, 
of 


ſhe confidered thoſe innocent Endearments, if diſco- 
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of Gratitude, and Proteſtations of the moſt zealous and 
tender Regard. | | 

Ir Ethelred was not before won over entirely to their 
Party, theſe Letters compleated the Conqueſt of his 
Heart; and it is not to be doubted, but he would have 
pail d all Conſiderations to have rendered them entirely 
happy, if News had not juſt then arrived of too alarm- 
mg a Nature, not to take up all his Soul. 

CANUTE, the young King of Denmark, had forc'd 
the Foruhcations made by Ethelred in the North, to pre- 
vent his landing, had routed the Troops placed for the 
Defence of that Part of the Kingdom, and was march- 
ing at the Head of ſeventy thouſand Men towards the 
Metropolis. Duty, Intereſt, and Glory now bliged 
Prince Eamund to quit once more his dear Alzitha, who 
cou'd not take her Farewel of him without a Torrent 
of Tears; but as ſhe knew the Neceſſity, and had a Cou- 
rage ſuperior to her Sex, the gave no other Tokens of 
her Weakneſs ; and tho' their parting was extremely 
moving, yet as it was occaſioned only by their common 
Good, they conform'd to it without murmuring. 

Ine King of England having called together a ſuf- 
- ficient Number of Forces, went to the R-li:f of his 
Provinces, and came by ſpeedy Marches very near the 
Danes. It was the Opinion of Prince Edmund, and ſe- 
vera] other great Generals, that it was better to harraſs 
the Army ot their Enemies by frequent Skirmiſhes, and 
inventing Stratagems, to get them into a more moun- 
tainous and rocky Part of the Country, than to come 
to a deciſive Action; but Erhelred would not liſten 
to this Advice, and the two Armies being ſoon after in 
Sight of each other, and equally animated by a Deſire 
of Victory and Revenge, met with the utmoſt Fury; 
and tho' England had frequently ſeen the Earth dy ed 
with the Blood of her braveſt Men, yet never was there 
a more cruel Battle fought than this. The Victory was 
a long time doubtiul; but on the Cloſe of Day, in 
{pite of the Vaiour of the Father and Son, the Dane, 
| were Maſters of the Ficld ; and all that E:h-lred cou'd 
do aſter this Misfortune, was to garriſon ſome of bis 

ſtrongell 
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ſtrongeſt Places, and to return to Lenden with Precipi- 
tation. 

Tuts unfortunate Monarch, ſtruck to the Heart with 
this laſt Defeat, purſued by the Image of E7helgive, 

whoſe Life and Death was always preſent to his Me- 
mory, and quite preſſed down with Remorſe and Grief, 
was ſeiz'd at his Return with a violent Fever, of whick 
he died in the Capital of his Kingdom, towards the 
End of the Year 1016, without ſettling the Order of 
Succeſſion. He had two Sons by Queen Emma, Alfred 
and Edward; but their Youth, and the Confuſion of 
the Times, wou'd not permit her to attempt any thing 
in Favour of their Pretenſions to the Crown: So that 
the Eſteem ſhe had for Prince Edmund, and the Know- 
ledge ſhe had, how 3 worthy he was to be a 
King, made her gladly aſſent to the Voice of the whole 
People, that he ſhould reign ; and he was accordingly 
proclaimed, and ſoon after crowned in the Abbey of 
Meſiminſter, with the uſual Ceremonies, aud more than 
ordinary Acclamations. 

Tuis young Monarch was no ſooner ſeated on the 
Throne, than he re-eſtabliſhed his Army, and called 
the beautiful Agitha and his two Children to Court. 
The Arrival of this Princeſs made the publick Cala- 
mity a while forgot. The whole Court were charmed 
with her Perſon and Behaviour ; and throughout the 
Kingdom the Name of Algitba was never mentioned 
without Admiration. Queen Emma was linked with her 
in the moſt tender Amity ; and the King, who was beſt 
acquainted with her Merit, and the great Knowledge 
ſhe had in the moſt intricate Points of Policy, always 
conſulted her in any Affair of Importance, taking her 
Advice above all others, in every thing that concerned 
the State, either foreign or domeſtick, and never had 
any Occaſion to repent him of his Confidence. 

THe Danes, however, made the beſt uſe of their 
late Victory, and advanced with all poſſible Speed to- 
wards London. 'This capital City of the Kingdom fur- 
niſhed the new Monarch with very conſiderable Sums, 
with which he ſoon put himſelf in a very good Poſture 
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of Defence; but avoiding the Miſtake of E:he/red, he 
forbore giving them any ſet Battle for the Space of a 
whole Year, by a continual Movement of his Forces, 
drawing them from Place to Place, and deſtroying Fo- 
rage, and all manner of Proviſions, wherever th:'y muit 
paſs ; till they were ſo harraſfed and fatigued, that they 
muſt per Force have quitted the Kingdom entirely, had 
it not been written in the Book of Fate, that the Chil- 
dren of Ethelgive ſhould, like their unhappy Mother, 
enjoy Felicity but for a ſhort Duration 
Wirt the Englih Army was employ'd in theſe mi- 
litary Traverſes againſt Canute, Quecn Emma ſeem'd bu- 
ried in ſo profound a Sadneſs, that the King was ſtrange- 
ly ſurpriz'd at it. He thought, at firſt, that the Death 
of Ethelred had been the Cauſe ; but, as he was not 
ignorant, that ſhe never had any great Paſſion for him, 
and that it was to her Duty and her Virtue alone, the 
Regularity of her Conduct had been owing ; he was 
aſtoniſhed, that the Deference he paid her, the Reſp. & 


he cauſed her to be treated with, and the ſtrict Friendſhip 


between her and A/pgitha, ſhould give no Truce to a 
Grief, it ſeem'd to him, ſhe had io little Occaſion for. 
But, as Women frequently make no Scruple of reveal- 
ing to each other, what they hide with the utmoſt Cau- 
tion from thoſe of the other Sex, he flattered himſeltf, 
the Queen, his Wife, might unfol d the Myſtery of a 
Melancholy, fo alarming to him and the whole Court. 
Jo this End, he omitted nothing that might induce her 
to betray the Secret, he imagined, was repoſed in her ; 
but, ſo far from anſwering his Expectations, ſhe aſſured 
him, ſhe was no leſs amazed than he had been, and that 
ſhe h:d made many Efforts to penetrat: into the Source 
of the Queen's Diſquiets, but n-ver could be able to do 
it. She told him alſo, that ſhe had frequently ſeen 
Tears guſh from her Eyes, and Sighs iſſue trom her 
Breaft, with ſuck Rapidity, as teſtined the Force with 
which trey burit thio' all Reſtraint, and had a Source 
too w. ighty for Redreſs. Sie added, that ſhe had often 
preſſed ner to diſburden, aiſoring her of an eccrn 1 Se— 
crecy, bit had rever obtained any Anwer iron her, 
but iuch as bore not the leaſt Reſemblance of are 

an 
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and ſerved to convince her the more, that what ſh2 la- 

boured under, was not only irremediable, but alſo im- 

proper to be diſcovered. | 

Tuis Diſcourſe ot Algitha determined Edmund in his 
| Reſolution of finding out the Motives of the Queen's 
Complaint : The Obligations he had to her, had made 
him always regard her as his Mother ; and he thought 
it a Blemiſh to his Honour, that ſhe ſnould have any 
Cauſe of Diſcontent, in a Place where he was Maſter. 
Fall of this Idea, he baniſhed all thoſe Scruples front 
his Breaſt, which had hitherto kept him from talking 
to her in ſuch a Manner, as ſhoul4 not I:ave her the 
Power of refuſing what he aſked, and went directly to 
her Apartment. The perfect Freedom that reigned 
among the. Royal Family, aboliſhed all thoſe Ceremo- 
nies which are ſo much uſed by the Great; they fre- 
quently ran into each others moſt private Chambers, 
three or four times a- Day; and it was owing to this 
good Intelligence among them, that King Edmund came 
into the Cloſet of the fair Dowager, without her being 
the leaſt appriſed of his Viſit. She was alone, ſitting 
in an eaſy Chair, leaning her Elbow on a Table, and 
her Head on one Hand, with a Handkerchief in it, 
while with the other ſhe held a little Picture, which ſhe 
contemplated with ſuch Attention, that ſhe heard not 
the Noiſe the King made in entering. 

EDMUND looked on her for ſome Moments, with- 
out ſpeaking ; but, advancing his Head to look on the 
Picture, wns ſeized with a mingled Vexation, and Aſto- 
niſhment, to find it was that of his moſt mortal Enemy, 

_ Canute, King of Denmark. He could not now refrain him- 
ſelf from ſending forth a loud Cry, which raiſed Emma 
from her Reſvery, and making her fee who was the 
Witneſs of her Speculations, gave ſo cruel a Shock to 
the Modeſty of her Soul, that, giving a great Shriek, 
ſhe dropt the Picture, and, at the ſame time, a Torrent 
of Tears poured down her Cheeks. The King was 
extremely touched to ſee her in this State; but, willing 
to aſſure himſelf of what he but to truly conjectured, ho 
took up the Picture, and laying it near her on the Table, 
J af your Pardon, „ ſaid he, for having — 
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the Cauſe of ſo violent a Tumult in your Mind; I was 
ſurprized, I miſt confeſs, at the Sight of thic Picture — 
it brings to my Imagination, thoſe dreadful Objects, 
which not all the Reſpect I have for you, can ever make 
me forget II ſee there the Features of a Prince, who 
has twice made deſolate my Family and Kingdom— 
a Prince, whoſe greateſt Pleaſure is the Blood of my Peo- 
ple——a Prince who vanquiſhed and dethroned my Fa- 
ther, who endeavours to rend from me the Empire, with 
my Life; and, continued he, who, in ſpite of the Inju- 
ries he has done us, and ſtill would do, has found the 
Way to your Heart——to make you burn in ſecret for 
him, and to engage your Prayers, and good Wiſhes, 
while I am endeavouring to ſacrifice him to my People, 
to my Glory, and to the Maxes of my Father. 

SEE Madam ! added he, after a Pauſe, to what a 
dreadful Situation you have reduced the unhappy EA. 
mund; you have done for me every tender Office of a 
Mother ; I have obeyed, honoured, and loved you as a 
Son ; but, if I now follow inviolably the Laws ſo dear 
a Name exacts from me, I muſt renounce my Throne, 
my Fame, and Life, into the Hands of my moſt cruel 
Foe ; and, if I liſten, as I ought, to my Glory, to what 
is owing to my Birth, and the Ren e of a dead Father, 
to the 6 of a whole Kin * and my proper 
Right, in purſuing Canute, with the Inveteracy he me- 
rits from me, in attacking his Life, I attack yours alſo; 
and in piercing his Heart, give yours a mortal Wound 
Every Victory I Mall gain over him, will be ſo 
many Crimes againſt you If I diſpute with him 
for Life and Dominion, I become ungrateful to you; 
and if I yield to him, I am unworthy of living or of 
reigning - Oh! Madam, think — thnk —— 

Here the Agitations of his Mind grew too violent, 
to ſuffer him to proceed ; and the Queen, who was, at 
leaft, equally diſturbed, not having the Power of reply- 
ing o what he had been ſaying, they remained, for 
ſome time, in a profound Silence. At length, the King 
overcoming his Diſorders, reſumed his Diſcourie, in 


theſe Terms. 
AH 
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Hn Madam! cried he, taking hold of both her Hands, 
relieve me from this terrible Dilemma : I aſk not 
that you ſhould ceaſe to love; I know, by Experience, 
how little we are able to get the Maſtery of that Paſ- 
ſion; but, Oh ! for Pity, ſay ſomething that may help 
to clear my Underſtanding, quite dimm'd and clouded 
by theſe dreadful Ideas; point me the Means to unite: 
my Glory to your Love, and be my Mother ſtill. 

Kix Edmund pronounced theſe Words with an Ac- 
tion ſo paſſionate, and ſubmiſſive withal, that the Queen, 
who had a little recovered herſelf, was touched with 
them in the moſt ſenſible Manner ; and, perceiving, 
it would be to little Purpoſe to go about to diſguiſe 
a Flame, which her Imprudence had made manifeſt, 
after having- dry'd up her Tears, as much as poſlible, . 
Yes, my Lord, /aid ſbe, you are my Son; my Pity in 
your Infancy, and Admiration of your Virtues in Ma-- 
turity, made me conſider you as ſuch, nor ſhall any 
thing be ever capable of making me leflen that Affec- 
tion which Mothers feel for their own Offspring 
whatever Sentiments have, of late, unhappily poſſeſs'd 
me, they cannot tranſport me beyond what I owe to- 
you, and to myſelf. Think not that I deceive you, 
or that a falls Wiſdom deceives me II am guilty, 
and innocent at the ſame time——guilty, in not having 
been able to defend. myſelf from a miſplaced Tender- 
neſs ; and innocent, in keeping it a Secret from the 
whole World, and reſolving to do ſo for ever- E 
acknowledge, that I love with Paſſion, yet ſhall not 
that Love drive me to commit any thing to merit 
your Reproaches My Weakneſs has triumphed 
over my Virtue,. in making me love Canute ; but my 
Virtue knows how to triumph in its Turn, over all 
that would attack your Intereſt and your Glory . 
I love Canute, as King of Denmark, but I deteſt him as 
the Uſurper of England — and, ſo far from wiſh- 
ing him to be a Conqueror, I defire nothing more 
than to have him driven out of your Territories 
tne Fame he has acquired by his Victories here, the 
Laurels with which he is covered, has, perhaps, con- 
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tributed to the fatal Inclination I have for him — Fol- 
low him, my Lord ! purſue him to the utmoſt Bounds 
of your Dominions Chace him, with Shame, to 
hide his Head in Dezmar ; Deprive him of all 
Hepe of any future Invaſicn Do all againſt him, 
that Intereſt, Honour, Fame and Vengeance, can in- 
ſpie inſtead cf being ungrateful to me, you will 
go a great Way to reftore me to my Peace, and, in the 
room of killing, give me better Life. 

Tho' this beautiful Queen really thought as ſhe ſpoke, 
and Eamund knew ſhe had too much Greatneſs of Soul, 
to do any thing unv.orthy of her, or unkind to him; 
yet the heavy Melancholy that ſh<wed itſelf thro” all 
her Air, and th: Tenderneſs, which, in ſpite of her 
Efforts, languiſned in her Ey:s, on every Mention of 
the King of Denmark made him eaſily judge how dear 
ſuch Reſolutions mutt coſt her: He lamented her Fate, 
and his own, in being obliged to treat, as his moſt cruel 
Enemy, the only Man whom this Princeſs thought wor— 
thy cf her Love, and whom he ſhould have loved him- 
{c;if, had it been any other than Canute. 

HE could not reflect on this Turn of Fate, but as the 
greateſt of his Misfortunes; however, that he might 
rot augment the Queen's Grief, he feigned to be con. 
tent with the Reſolutions her Virtue had made her 
take ; and ſo well knew how to make the beſt Advan- 
tage of her Confidence, that, by Degrees, he drew from 
her the whole Secret of her unhappy Paſſion. 

Suk confeſs'd to him, that her Heart had been ſen- 
ſible of the Perfections of Canute, even while Ethelred 
was living: That his Picture falling into her Hands, 
with other Jewels, taken after one of thoſe Battles, in 
which Ethelred had been victorious, it had betrayed 
her Heart to a ſecret Liking, as it had now the Secret 
of her Liking that imagining it no Preju- 
dice to her Virtue, to look upon a Picture, ſhe had in- 
dulg'd the Pleaſure of contemplating it, till at laſt ſhe 
grew unable to take Pleaſure in any other Entertain. 
ment; but that, when ſhe found the Effect it had 


wrought on her, Virtue and Duty got the — 
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Inclination, and ſhe threw it by with a firm Reſolution, 
to truſt the Danger of it no farther. The Death of 
Ethelred, ſoon after leaving her Miſtreſs of herſelf, her 
former Fires rekindled in her Soul, and having the Cu- 
rioſity to enquire, if the Mind of Canute correſponded 
in any meaſure with his Phyſiognomy, the Anſwers 
made to her on that Oecafion ſerved to confirm a Paſ- 
ſion, which before had taken but too deep a Root, and 
ſne became inſenſibly devoted all to Love 
proteſted, however, with the greateſt Sincerity, that the 
Reflection, how greatly Exgland had ſuffered by his In- 
vaſions, and the Dangers to which Edmund was conti- 
nually expoſed thro' his Means, gave her molt terrible 
Inquietudes, and occaſioned the bittereſt Conflicts in her 
Breaſt, between her Friendſhip for the one, and Paſſion 


for the other. This, ſaid ſhe, your Majefty may eafily - 


believe from the Exceſs of Melancholy in which I have 
been involved; and you may alſo believe, added ſhe, 
that I will rather die than entertain the leaſt Thought 
contrary to what is owing from me to the State, to you, 
and to my own Glory. | 

Tars Recital confirmed Edmund in Sentiments which 
were no way pleafing to him : He knew by himſelf, that 
Love, when oppoſed, becomes but the more violent; and 
the Conſequences of that which Emma was poſſeſſed ot, 


made him tremble : For, tho' he knew ſhe was inc pa- 


ble of Treaſon, yet he could not hinder himſelf from 
fearing it would contribute ſome Day to the Loſs of the 
Kingdom. But helet fall nothing before her, which could 
give her room to gueſs what Apprehenſions they were 
that troubled him ; and having done the beſt he could 
to conſole her, and aſſured her of an inviolable Secrecy, 
took his Leave; impati nt to acquaint his dear Agitba, and 
conſult with her on Means to prevent the Misfortunes, 
which he thought were threatred by the Queen's Paſſion. 

ITE young Queen was extremely ſurprized at the 
Detail her Huſband made to her of this Adventure ; 
but as Women, of how great Genius ſoever, ſee not ſo 


far as Men in Matters of Government, ſhe thought the 


King had no reaſon to be ſo much alarmed at a Thing 
E 4 which, 
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v hich, according to her Idea, might prove a very fa- 
vourable Accident. 

HowE ER, bethinking her what was beſt to do, and 
having a very ready Wit, fhe adviſed the King to get 
ſome proper Perſon to inſpire Canute, if poſſible, with 
the {ame Sentiments as Emma. She reminded him, that 
if ſuch a Marriage cou'd be brought about, it might fix 
the Happineſs of both Kingdoms by a laſting Peace 
and, ſaid ſhe, I can find nothing improbable in ſuch a 
Hope: The King of Denmark is young, and by conſe- 
quence ſuſccptible of Paſſion; Queen Emma is no more 
than wwerty-four, and allowed to be one of the moſt 
beautifui Princeſſes in Europe there is all the 
Appearance in the World, that he will not be inſenſible 
of ſo many Charms the greateſt Difficulty con- 
ſiſts in the Choice of one capable of carrying on an 
Affair of ſo much Importance; one whoſe Fidelity is 
Proof againſt all manner of Temptations, and whoſe 
Wit ard Addreſs know how to conduct it without ſeem- 
ing to be intereſted in it. When among the Princes of 
your Court, purſued ſhe, you have found one thus qua- 
lied, 1 dare anſwer for the Succeſs of the Defign. But 
while this is carrying on, I wou'd have your Majeſty 
redcuble your Efforts for expelling the Danifs Forces 
cut of your Kingdom, and continue all manner of Ho- 
ſtilities, to the End nothing may be ſuſpected; and in 
caſe our Endeavours ſhou'd fail on one Side, nothing 
ſhou'd be hazarded on the other. | 

Tuis Counſel appeared ſo good, that the King of 
Ergland heſitated not a Moment, if he ſhou'd put it 
in Practice; but it was agreed between them, that 
Quecn Emma ſhou'd be kept ignorant of the Deſign, 
leſt the ſhou'd flatter herſelf wi.h falſe Hopes, and 
the Conſequence grow ſtill worſe. Edmund being now 
&« termined, caſt / in his Mind by what Means he cou'd 
he ſt execute this Project: Many Stratagems he invent- 
ed ; but finding ſome Impediment to them all, he 
revecled the whole Affair to Prince Alaric, who, he 
new, held a Correſpondence with ſeveral great Men 
about Cas ate, and whoſe Zeal and Friendſhip for = 
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had been manifeſted in the time of his Marriage with 
Algitha being kept ſecret. 

Tus illuſtrious Favourite was charmed above mea- 
ſure, with the Confidence his Royal Maſter repoſed in 
him; and the more ſo, becauſe he thought it more in 
his Power than any- other Prince about Court to ſerve 
him on this Occaſion : He had a very great Intimacy 
with Count Raoul D' Aſting. a young Nobleman of Dex- 
mark ; who, from his Infancy, had been brought up 
with Canute, and was extremely beloved by him. Du- 
ring all theſe Wars between the two Nations, A/dric and 
he had conſtantly wrote to each other; but as they both 
were perfectly faithful to their Sovereigns, nothing paſt 
between them any way prejudicial to their reſpective 
Countries, their Letters turning for the moſt part on Love 
and Gallantry ; and if they were filled up with News of 
any kind, it was only who had the Happineſs to pleaſe 
ſuch a Lady, or who had been falſe to ſuch a one. 

THe King of England had often taken Pleaſure in 
reading theſe Letters, and would rally Aldric on his 
Friendſhip for Raoul, calling him the loving Enemy; 
and it ſeemed exceeding. probable, that Canute, with 
whom the Count was no leſs free, than 4/4ric had the 
Honour. of being with King Edmund, alſo read what 
was ſent to his Favourite from England: And it was. 
this Suppoſition that gave Birth to a Contrivance, Which 
carried with it a greater Promiſe of Succeſs than any 
had hefore been thought on. DE 

My. Lord, ſaid Aldric, your Mijeſty - may perceive : 
the Count makes no Secret to- me of his Gallantties ; 
he is perpetually on the Subject of Love, and writes 
very learnedly on the Pains and Pleaſures of that Paſ- 
ſion. In my Anſwers, I have farther entertained him 
with the Ameurs of others than myſelf; and, as I never 
have confeſt a Tenderneſs, he imagines me either more 
inſenſible, or more diſcreet than himſelf, But to Which 
ever of theſe Motives my Silence, on that Head, is ow- 
ing, he tells me, I am equally worthy. of Repreack ; 
becauſe, ſays he, not to be ſuiceptible of the Power of 
Beauty, is to be incapable. of every thing a Man of Ho- 
nour ſhould be proud of; and to maintain a R: ſerve to 
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him, who free'y lays open his Soul to you, is to be un- 
grateful and unjuſt to the Laws of Friendſhip, which 
demand Secret for Secret. Thus every Way, he ren- 
ders me a guilty Perſon. 

Now, my Lord, continued he, I will take this Oppor- 
tunity of putting a falſe Confidence in him, and acknow- 
ledging, that there are Charms in Woman-kind, worthy 
of enſlaving me. Send him the Picture of Queen Emma, 
as of the Lady who has madea Convert of me ; I ſcarce 
doubt, but he will ſhew both that and the Letter to the 
King of Denmark ; and, — as the Thing ſuc- 
ceeds, we ſhall know how to proceed, Should the Por- 
traiture of that admirable Princeſs make the Impreſſion 
we wiſh, on the Heart of Canute, it will be eaſy to un- 
deceive Raoul; but if that Prince ſhould remain inſen- 
fible of her Ferfe&ions, there will be no need to con- 
trovcrt the Error of his Favourite. 

T's little Plot pl-as'd the King ſo well, that he de- 
fired o Time might be loſt ; and that nothing might 
be wanting, he gave him a little Picture of the Queen 
Dowager, which had been drawn by a moſt excellent 
Hand. and was ker perfect Reſemblance. Aldric thus 
furniſhed with the principal Material for his Deſign, 
went immediately about the Execution of it, in the 
ſame manner as he had told the King. | 

Writs Edmund and his Confidant were thus em- 
ploy'd, Queen Emma finding herſelf much eaſter, ſince 
the Confeſſion ſhe had made to the King, and that the 
Sul jd of her Fear was, indeed, that of her Conſola- 
tion, render'd an exact Account of all the Sentiments 
of her Soul to Algitha, thin king it a little unjuſt to de- 
. prive her of the Knowledge of a S:cret ſhe had impart- 

ed to her Huſh ind. | 

Tris Mark of Friendſhip from the beautiful Dowa- 
ger, periuaded the Queen of the Innocence of her In- 
tentions; and, as ſhe proteſted ſhe would omit nothing 
whicn might aſſiſt her ro expel the- Idea of Canute from 
her Breaſt, ſne was not without Hope that her Endea- 
vours would ſuccecd. he ſtrengthened her in this Re- 
tive, by all the A guments ſhe was able ta alledge, 

minguling 


1 
mingling with her Remonſtrances, the moſt tender. Al- 
ſurances of the Part ſhe took in her Diſquiets. King 
Edmund joined his own Efforts, with thoſe of his Wife, 
to alleviate her Melancholy; and ſhe was too ſenſible of 
the daily Proofs they gave her, of the moſt diſintereſted 
Friendſhip, not to ends8avour, at leaſt, to ſeem more 
ch arful in their Preſence. | 5 
THe Daniſh Count no ſooner received the Pacquet 1 
from Prince Aldric, than he went to the Tent of Canute, 14 
in order to open it before him; this being a Mark of 
Deference which both the Favourites paid their Mo- i 
narchs, to pr. vent all Suſpicions that any thing paſſed in Wy 
this Intercourſe of Letters, to the Prejudice of the State. 94 
. Some Officers of the Army being with the King of 
Denmark. when Raoul entered, he was obliged to poſt- 
pane the Satisfaction of his Curioſity, till their Depar- 
ture; but as ſoon as they were alone tagether, the 
Count haſtily broke the Seal, and found the Picture, 


and theſe Words. 


Prince ALDRIC, to the Ccunt D' As TIN G. 


; [ Joix with you, that nothing teſtifies a rude un- 
; poliſhed Mind, ſo much as to be inſenſib'e cf 
Beauty; and am ſo much piqued at your believing 
me capable of it, that I have reſolved te break thro? 
all Con':derations to prove the contrary —— Examine 
„ well the Picture I. now ſend you, and judge if it be 
*+ poſſible to retain an Indifference at the Sight of an 
Object fo enchanting But tho' the Painter has 
„very much ſhewn his Skill, yet, were you to beho!d: 
„the Original, you wou'd perceive how infinitely Na- 
© ture tranſcends Art there are a thouſand inex- 
5 preſſible Graces in the Life, which Sculpture cannot. 
© figure out, nor Imagination, without ſeeing them, 
conceive —-—— Do me the Fawour to let me know. 
* how you approve my Chaice, when you return the 
Picture; which, were I not aſſured your Heart was 
already prepoſſeſt, I ſhould not have truſted to your 
Eyes, fearing to have made a Rival of the deareſt of 


my Friends,” ALDRIC. 
E. 6. Tux 
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Tur King of Dexmark liftened. attentively to the 
Contents of this Letter, while his Eyes were buſy in ex- 
amining the beautiful Picture; which, after Raoul had 
left off reading,. he continued to gaze on, with ſuch To- 
bens of Admiration in his Countenance, as made that 
Favourite judge, that Prince A/dric had created a Rival 
much more dangerous than himſelf, and, by way of Pre- 
vention to what he looked upon as ſo great a Misfortune 
to his Friend, he told Canute, whom he knew violent 
in his Nature, and capable of enterprizing any thing 
for the Gratification of his Humour, that Prince Aldric 
was the moſt gay and whimſical Perſon in the World, 
and that he believed he had ſent him the Picture of ſome 
Lady, perhaps, of his own Family, long ſince dead; 
or elſe, that it was only a Reſemblance of ſomething 
imprinted in the Painter's Imagination, rather than the 
real Likeneſs of any Woman, by which he imagined to 
bale the Ridicule he had long made on his Inſenſibility. 

Ink King cou'd not ſorbear laughing at this Suppo- 
non of the Count's; and after having pauſed a little, 
Ind u hy, faid he, may it not as well be the true Re- 
emblance of ſome Charmer in the Engl; Court.? —— 
3 oa know, this Ifland has always been as famous for. 
the Beauty of. the Women, as for the Valour and Ge: 
rerohity of the Men For my.pait, I am reſclve. to 
believe, becauſe it pleaſes me to do ſo, that there is a 
Face in the World, Miſtreſs of the ſame divine Attrac- 
ctons that this Painting promiſes ; and. if you wou'd de- 
zerve the Confidence | have always placed in you, in- 
form yourſelf of the Name and Quality of this inchant- 
zug Unkneun: My H: art tekes a more than ordinary 
intereſt in her Fate, and | muſt know the Truth 
Obi ige your Friend, therefore, to faticfy my Curioſity, 
and It him know, you never will return the Picture, 
till my Demands are fully ſati-fred. 

Ir Count D*A/ing u as ſtrangely perplexed how to 
benave in this Affair; he thought it was the utmoſt 
Braach of Frendfhip, not to return Prince Algric. his 
*.ctare, without exacting a Price from him, which he, 
P-4Naps, might conver too dear. He communicated 


the 
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the Cauſe of his Diſquiets to the King, and conjured- 
him not to turn into Gallantry, what might poſſibly be 
an Affair of the greateſt Importance to his Friend; but 


Canute, who, with many good QuaÞFties, had an ade- 


quate Share of Faults, and who imagined, that to the. 


Name of Monarch every thing was permitted, anſwer'd 
him fiercely, that he was reſolved to keep the Piece, 


that the Happineſs of his future Life depended on the 


Knowledge of the Original, and that he expected to be 


gratified by his Means. It was in vain, that the Count 


alledged a thouſand Arguments to the contrary ; the 
impatient King was not to be prevailed upon: And all 


he cou'd obtain from him, was his Leave to acquaint 


Prince Aldric with the true Reaſons that his Picture was 


not ſent back. | 


RAOUL was, however, obliged to content himſelf. 
with this Condeſcenſion, and immediately wrote an An- 


{wer to the Prince, in theſe Terms. 


RAOUL D' AS TIN G to Prince ALDRIC;. 


„ Now wiſk the, Inſenſibility I have ſo often taken 


1 the Liberty to reproach you with, were. really 
true; to the End you might ſupport the. Loſs of your 
Picture with leſs Pain; I ſay, the Loſs of it, for I 
** fear it is in Hands hence it will not eafily be reco- 
vered The ſupreme Authority has made a Seizure 
of it, and teſtifies ſuch an Impatience to .know- the 
beautiful Original, as convinces me, you are not the 
only Perſon on whom her Charms have made an Im- 
“ preſſion 
% my.utmoſt Efforts, for the Diſcovery of the Name 
and Condition of this Object of his, and your Ad- 
** miration Satisfy my Enquiry, if your Heart 


** will permit you to do ſo ; and pardon the enforced. 


Neceſſity I am under of breaking thro' the Laws of 
** Friendſhip, to fulfil. thoſe exacted by a Duty which 
is ſacred to me,” 

Raoul D'AsTinG. 


ALDRIC 


His Majeity has commanded me. to uſe. 
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ALDRIC opening this Letter, as the former, in the 
Preſence” of his Princ2, that Monarch was extremely 
pleaſed at the Succeſs of his Project, and made him 
write that Momenc to the Count, in the following 


Manner. 


Prince Alp RIC, to the Count I? ASTING. 


«© CINCE this Affair is become ſerious, my dear 
6s Count, I mutt relinquiſh all the Pleaſure I took 
in deceiving you : If the Picture your Monarch de- 
„ tains, were tnat of the real Object of my Paſſion, I 
* ſhould not, perhaps, be ſo eaſily prevailed upon, to 
« diſcover her Name; but you will eaſily believe, I 
* dare entertain no other for her, than that profound 
Reſpect and Attachment which is owing from a Sub- 
ject to his Sovereign, when I acquaint you, that it is 
«« the admirable Emma of Normandy, Queen Dowager 
of England, whoſe Reſemblance I had the Preſump- 
tion to ſend you: But, as one ought never to make 
*. Perſons of her Rank the Subjects of our Diverſion, 
l beſeech you, that ours may end here, and this Ad- 


„venture remain a Secret.“ ? 
ALuDRIC, 


King Edmund doubted' not, but this Letter would 
have the Effect it was intended for, on the Heart of 
Canute, and was flattering himſelf. with moſt pleaſing 
Expettations, that this long and dreadful War might 
end, at lait, in Harmony and Love, when he was at- 
tacked by a moſt terrible Indiſpoſition, occaſioned, as 
ſome ſay, by the Fatigues he had ſuſtained in the Field; 
but according to others, by the Malice and Treachery 
of Zdric Streon, Duke of Mer ia, and Son in-law to 
Ethelred Tt is certain, that he had ſecretly aſſiſted the 
Danes, in the firit Deſcent they made in England, and 
had ever fince betrayed the Councils, both of Ethelred 
and Edmurd ; but whether he contributed to the Fate of 
the latter, I will not pretend to determine, neither is it 


of. any Conſequence to the preſent Hiſtory ; S0 I ſhall 
| only 
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only ſay, that the Symptoms of this Diſeaſe no ſooner 
appeared on the King, than he was judged, by his Phy- 
ſicians, to be paſt Hope of Life. 

Tu ſecond Day of his Sickneſs, which was the 
fourth before his Death, he ſent for the Earl of Kent, 
his Prime Miniſter, and, in the Preſence of Queen 
Emma, Algitha, and his Privy-Council, gave him neceſ- 
ſary Inſtructions for carrying on the War againſt the 
Danes, that as little as poſſible might be left to Chance; 
and afterwards deſiring all to withdraw, but the two 
Queens, who were overwhelm'd in Tears, I die, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to Emma, and at a 
Time when my Life would be more uſeful than ever, to 
Perſons who are moſt dear to me: Heaven will not per- 
mit me to ſee the Execution of my Deſigns ; and no 
more remains for me, than the Hope ycu will protect 
always, and even againſt Canute himſelf, the precious 
Relicks I put into your Hands. Tis this unhappy Prin- 
ceſs, continued he, embracing Agitha, and my two Chil- 
dren ; in ſpite of the Precautions I have taken, and the 
Orders you juſt now heard me give, I foreſee the De- 
ſtiny of Eng/and ——— — Y our Charms, fair Dowager, 
may ſeften your Enemy; but that Love which, per- 
haps, will oblige him to reſpe&t my Brothers, becauſe 
they are your Sons, will not have the ſame Regard for 
mine Forſake them not, Madam, but vouchſafe 
to repay the Children that inviolable Attachment you 
have found from the Father. And you, my dear Prin- 
ceſs, ſaid he to Algitba, remember you are a Mother as 
well as a Wife ; and let not Grief for an irremediable 
Misfortune, render you unable to.be ſerviceable to thoſe 
who will have need of you Preſerve yourſelf for 
_ thoſe ſweet Pledges of our mutual Affection —— I 

know how hard this Separation isl judge your 
Agonies by my own ; and that which now makes Death 
terrible to me, will, 1 fear, render Life inſupportable 
to you — However, my dear A/githa, we 
muſt both endeavour to triumph over this \Weak- 
neſs I muſt ſummon all my Stock of Cou- 


rage, to enable me to leave you as I ought, and you 
ta 
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to defend our young Innocents from the Fury of our 
Enemies Heaven commands you to do ſo, added 
he again, ſnatching her to his Arms; and I conjure 
you to do it, by all that perfect Love, that ardent Ten- 
derneſs, by Which we have been united. 

IT was in vain the deſolate 4/githa made many En- 
deavours to reply to this melancholy Diſcourſe ; Words 
were too mean to expreſs a Sorrow ſuch as hers; Tears 
and Sighs were the only Language ſhe could put in prac- 
tice ; and if ſhe teſtified any thing like a Promiſe to do 
as he deſired, it was only by the Force of her Embra- 
ces. Queen Emma ſeemed in a Condition not leſs piti- 
ful; every one of theſe Noble Perſons ſtood in the ut- 
moſt Need of Conſolation, yet employed all the Facul- 
ties Grief had left them, to conſole each other. The. 
four laſt Days of his Life were paſſed in this Employ- 
ment; but the Violence of his Diſtemper, at laſt, tri- 
umphing over his natural Strength, and the Greatneſs 
of his Courage, he reſigned his Soul, in a deep Sigh, on 
the Boſom of his beloved Alg it ha. 

Tunus Exglaud loſt the moſt amiable Prince it ever 
had ; a Prince who poſſeſſed all the Beauties of his Mo- 
ther, and the Virtues of his Father, without any of his 
Faults ; Nature had aſi:inbled in him, all thoſe great 
Qualities, which, ſingly, make other Men paſs for He- 
roes : He was beloved by. his Courtiers, adored by his 
People, feared by his Enemies, and reſpetted by the 
one and the other. 

Ir it be true, that our Afflictions are ſoftened by the 
Intereſt we ſee othess take in them, thoſe of the. two- 
Royal and unhappy Dowagers mult have received great 
Contolaticn, by the publick Sorrow, 'T here was a ge- 
ner2] Mourning throughout all the Kingdom: A Mourn- 
ing of the Heart, as well as Habit: 'I'hey looked not 
{;d, or wore Black, becauſe it was their Duty to do ſo, . 
but b:cauſe their Love and Eſteem for the dead Mo- 
narch would not ſuffer them to do otherwiſe.: And in 
their Sighs and unfeigned Melancholy, might be read, 
a better Panegyrick on his Virtues, than in the moft 
eloquent Words, 


"THERE 
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mirable Prince did not imagine he had loſt a Father, a 
Protector, a Benefactor, and a Friend. The publick 
Misfortune was lamented as a particular one, by every 
particular Member of the Commonwealth: Nothing 
was to be ſeen but Tears, nothing te be heard but 
Groans. The preſent Situation of the State rendered 
the Calamity yet more dreadful ; and Hope, which 
they ſay, is the laſt Paſſion that forſakes the Mind, had 
now no longer any Reſidence among the Engliſh. 

Tux Earl of Kent, Prime Miniſter to King Edmund, 
was the only Perſon among his Subjects, to whoſe Inte- 
reſt his Death ſeemed | we, e The King of Den- 
mark no ſooner heard the Loſs England had ſuſtained, 
than he began to attempt the Fidelity of this Miniſter, 
by very advantagious Offers; and as ſince the laſt Let- 
ter of Prince Alaric to the Count D* 4ing, he had 
joined to his immeaſurable Ambition, an equal Paſſion 
for Queen Emma, he ſpared neither Prayers nor Promi- 
ſes, to oblige the Earl to facilitate his Conqueſt of the 
Kingdom. | 

THz Earl, in whoſe Soul Avarice was the reigning 
Paſſion, accepted his Preſents, and liſtned to the Propo- 
ſals made him on this Score; and at length being wholly 
won over to his Party, he amuſed the two Queens and 
the whole Council by various Pretexts, while Canute 
arrived, without Obſtacle, even to that Port of the 
Kingdom which was neareſt the Capital. 

On the firſt News of his Approach, Queen Alpitha 
no longer doubting but they were betrayed, retired with 
her Family to S:c4fort, having firſt adviſed Emma to 
ſend the two Sons ſhe had by Ezhelred into ſome Place 
of Safety ; but carefully concealed all ſhe knew of the 
Paſſion Canute had for her, fearing it might make her 
depend too much on the Power of her Charms, and 
neglect the Means of preſerving thoſe precious Remains 
of the Royal Family ; on the contrary, ſhe deſcribed 
that Prince as crue] and ambitious, and one who, 
wherever he overcame, wou'd act rather as a Tyrant, 


than a generous Conqueror, 
WHAT 


Tuxxz was ſcarce a Subject, who in loſing this ad- 
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WHarT Pre poſſeſſion ſoever this Princeſs had in favour 
of the Royal Dane, as ſhe was intirely ignorant of his 
Sentiments, ſhe thought it beſt to take the Counſel of 
Algitha, in caſe their Forces ſhould not be able to re- 
pulſe the Enemy ; which Hope, ſhe at firſt, flattered 
herſelf and People with; but a little Time ſhewed her 
the Vanity of it. She was informed of the ſecret Cor- 
reſpondence the Earl held with him ; and, as that Mi- 
niſter had every thing at Home in his Power, ſhe no 
longer hefitat:d in what manner to behave ; and, hv- 
ing diſguiſed the Princes, her Sons, put them into the 
Hands of Servants ſhe conld truſt, who travelled with 
them thro' by and unſuſpeted Roads, till they got to 
a Ship, which carried them ſafe to Normandy, where 
Duke Richard received them with the ſame Generofity 
he had before ſhewed to King Ehe/red their Father. 

WHILE this was doing, the Earl of Kent being en- 
tirely won over to the Danes, no longer made a Shew 
of Obedience to the Remains of Ethelred and Edmund ; 
but having, all Ihings in London in his Power, as Edric 
Streon had in the North of Exgland, they jointly ſub- 
mitted the whole Kingdom to Canute; for which Treaſon 

they were both preferr'd to the greateſt Employments un- 
der him, and the Farl of Kent married a natural Daughter 
of that Monarch's, called Thera, Silter to Prince Harold. 

Many of the great Lords, who in their Hearts, were 
well affected to the Royal Family, yet perceiving there 
was no longer Hope of eſtabliſhing them on the Throne, 
went with the Torrent, and ſeemed to approve what it 
was in vain for them to oppoſe. 

OspExs being iſſued out for the States of the King- 
dom to aſſemble, Canute was acknowledged by them as 
lawful King of England; after which, he made a mag- 
nihcent Entry into the Capital, and was crowned with 
the ſame Cerc:monies, as if the Crown had deſcended 
to him from his Anceſtors. 

Tur Triumph of his Inſtallation was no ſooner over, 
than he began to think of that which touched his 
ſofter Inclination ; in ſpite of his Ambition, and natu- 


tural Fierceneſs, the Charms of Queen Emma hung 
apout 


oe Þ 


about his Heart, and made him look upon himſelf as 
but half a 2 till he had ſubdued her. 

THX1s Princeſs had quitted the Palace, before the En- 
try of the new King, and retired to a Houſe ſhe had 
built during the Life of Ethelred; the Diſorders of the 
State, and thoſe of her own Mind, involved her in the 
moſt heavy Melancholy ; the Confuſion of the Times 
had'not diminiſhed her Paſſion, and ſhe reproached her- 
ſelf inceſſantly, for loving a Prince, whom ſhe ought to 
have regarded as the moſt cruel of her Enemies. She 
was irreſolute, whether ſhe ſhould go into Normand/, 
or wait in England, to endeavour to form a Party, in 


Faaour of her Sons, in caſe any favourable Accident 


ſhould happen, to make the People, who are always fond 
of Novelty, deſirous of recalling them; when Canute 
ſent, to deſire Leave to viſit her. Such a Meſſage raiſed 
a Tumult in her Breaſt, which it is not very eaſy to ex- 
preſs ; and ſhe had not Time to compoſe herſeif enough 
for a Reply, before ſhe ſaw that Monarch enter, followed 
by the principal Lords of his Court, both Danes and Eng- 
liſh. But the Pomp with which he was inviron'd, at- 
tracted not the Eyes of this fair Queen: It was his Per- 
ſon alone, that ſeem'd worthy her Regard. Nor was the 
Paſſion ſhe was poſleſs'd of for him, the only Advantage 
he had ; for he was truly a graceful Prince, well made, 
had an Infinity of Wit, and Fire in his Eyes; and tho” 
he was exceeding affable, had a certain Air of Grandeur, 
which accompanied all his Words and Actions. | 

THEsE exterior PerfeQions finiſhed the Conqueſt of 
this Princeſs, and if ſhe loved before, ſhe now adored ; 
but, how deep ſoever was the Impreſſion ſhe received, 


her Beauty made no leſs on the tranſported Monarch ; 


and as the Flame they both confeſs'd, had been inſpired 
only by lifeleſs Paintings, which, at beſt, cou'd be but 
the Shadows of their real Graces, to behold all that 
had enſlaved them, accompanied by the Charms of 
Speech and Motion, now faſten'd the Chain, beyond 

the Power of human Art to looſe. 
Bur, as it is not the Hiſtory of their Amours, I am 
about to recite, nor that any remarkable _ 
ap- 
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happened in the Courſe of their Courtſhip, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with 8 you, that only reciprocal Com- 
pliments were the Subject of this Converſation ; and 
that, on the next Day, he ſent the Earl of Kent to wait 
upon the Queen, with ſeveral magnificent Preſents from 
him, and to entreat ſhe would return to her Apartment 
in the Palace, where, he aſſured Ber, ſhe ſhould find 
the ſame Homage, and reſpectful Treatment, as when 
her Huſband Ethelred was living, and King of England. 

Bur Emma, who had the utmoſt Deteſtation for the 
Earl, on account of his Treaſons, would receive nothing 
from his Hands, nor return any Anſwer to the Offers 
the King made her, through him : So that he was obli- 
ged to quit her, very ill ſatisfied, that he had not been 
able to obtain Forgiveneſs from a Princeſs who had 
been, and he eaſily ſaw would be again his Sovereign. 
He was no ſooner gone, than the Queen, ſenſible of the 
Confideration Canute had teſtified for her, went to Court 
and thanked him, in Perſon, for the Fayours he had 
offered. This ſecond Interview increaſed the mutual 
Admiration they had of each other ; and the King, 
who was naturally impatient, reſolved not to delay 


iving her an Explanation of his Deſires 1 But, perceiv- 


ing the little Ear ſhe was willing to give to any thing 
the Earl of Kent ſhould ſay, would make no Propoſals 
to her thro? his Mouth, but entreat2d ſhe would allow 
him a particular Audience, having, as he told her, a 
Buſineſs to communicate, in which himſelf was the moſt 
proper Ambaſſador 

Tur Queen, who, by this time, was a pretty good 
Judge what paſſed in the Heart of this enamour'd Prince, 
debated a little within herſelf, if ſhe ſhould grant what 
he defired. But Love ſoon got the better of that ſcru- 
1 Modeſty, which would have refuſed him; and 


attering herſelf, that it was more for the Intereſt of 


her Children, than to gratify her own Inclinations, that 
influenced her to a. 22h to this Meeting, ſhe ſuffered 


herſelf to yield to his Arguments, and an Hour was ſet 
nk. 


apart for it. 
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Tur Time, perhaps, by both Parties equally wiſh'd 


for, being arrived, Canute went to her Apartment ; their - 


Converſation was private, no Perſon on either Side were 
permitted to enter the Room where they were; but there 
appeared ſuch an Air of Contentment in both their Faces 
after it, that thoſe who ſaw them, believed the King had 
made ſome Propoſals, which fhe had received withont 
Diſdain. Tis poſhble, ſome there were who gueſſed at 
the Truth ; but none were ignorant of it any longer than 
the next Day, when Canute gave Orders, that every thing 
ſhould be prepared for the Gromony of their Marriage; 
and ſummoning his Council, ſpoke to them, to this Ef- 
fect : 
My Lords, ſaid he, I am about to give you a Queen; 


I fatter myſelf, your Approbation will go hand in hand 


with my Deſires, ſince the Princeſs I have made choice 
of, is one whom you are accuſtomed to obey [ 
believe, continued he, I need ſay no more, to make 
you know it is the incomparable Emma, of Normandy, 
Dowager of King Ethelred. 

Tris Speech was anſwered by a general Applauſe ; 
and, in a few Days after, the Nuptials were cel brated 
in the Chapel of the Palace Royal, the Archbiſhop of 
York having the Honour to join their Hands. 

NoTHING was now to be ſeen in the Exg/if Court 
but Feaſting, Dancing, "tilts, Tournaments, and all ima- 
ginable Demonſtrations of Joy, which laſted ſix Weeks; 
in which Time, Canute having diſcovered to his Queen 
by what Means he came to ſee her Picture, ſhe doubted 
not, if ſhe had owed her good Fortune to the Contrivance 
of King Edmund, and that he had ſecretly endeavoured 


to bring about this Union. The Truth of this Imagi- 


nation being afterward confirmed to her by Prince A. 
dric, brought freſh into her Mind, the Virtues of that 
| = King, and the Obligations ſhe had to his Friend- 
ſhip; and the thought ſhe could not better teſtify her 
Gratitude, than by ſharing her Happineſs with his il- 
luſtrious Widow. 

SHE wrote a Letter full of Tenderneſs to A/githa, 


conjuring her to come to Court, where ſhe — 
er, 
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her, ſhe ſhou'd meet with the ſame Reſpect as herſelf ; 
and to engage her to do ſo, ſhe inſinuated, that this Proof 
of — to her, would be the Means to bind Ca- 
nate to the Intereſt of her Sons; and proteſting, that ſhe 
wou'd uſe her utmoſt Power with that Monarch, to 
oblige him to treat the young Princes as became their 
Birth. | 
Bur the prudent Agitba, who knew the Diſpotion of 
Canute mach better than did the Queen his Spouſe, had 
reaſon to dread the Safety of her Sons, if in his Power, 
return'd her Thanks for this Civility ; but excus'd her- 
ſelf from accepting it, by urging, that nothing either 
the new King or herſelf 3 beſtow, wou'd be able to 
compenſate 2 the lively Grief ſne muſt be overwhelm- 
ed in, at the Sight of Objects which cou'd only ſerve to 
remind her of her paſt Felicities and preſent ſad Re- 
verſe——that it wou'd be impoſſible for her to live in a 
Court, where every thing was ſubmitted to the Laws of 
a Stranger, who filled the Throne of her Huſband, and 
where her Sons, born to Monarchy, muſt be look d upon 
as private Perſons; and concluded with wiſhing, ſhe 
might long enjoy the Happineſs ſhe ſo juſtly merited. 
UEEN Emma, who believed the true Motive for her 
Refuſal was her Apprehenſions of the Fate of her Sons, 
and began alſo more and more to ſee into the Humour 
of the King, forbore preſſing any farther, but begged 
they might always hold a Correſpondence by Letters, 
which the other conſented to with the greateſt Satisfac- 
tion. And there paſſed between theſe two beautiful 
Princeſſes, a great Number of Letters, worthy of the 
Hands who wrote them, and which, had they been 
tranſmitted to Poſterity, might have been glorious Ex- 
citements to Virtue for ſuccceding Ages. 

ENGLAND was now in perfect Tranquillity ; the 
People pleaſed above meaſure, that Carute had ſeated 
Emma with him on the Throne, ſubmitted chearfully 
to his Government: All the Forts, and Places of Im- 
portance, Were garriion'd with his Forces, except that 
of Sickfort, and ſome other ſmaller Caſtles in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of A/githa, which he had that Conſideration 

for 
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for her not to demand the Poſſeſſion of, and which ſhe 
had aſſured him, ſhould never be withheld to his Preju- 
dice. | 

CVE was now the moſt formidable of all the 
Princes of Europe; he was poſſeſs'd of England, Den- 
mark; and Norway ; he had a great Army at Land, and 
no leſs powerful a Navy at Sea, Add to this, he was 
Muaſter of immenſe Freaſures, which are the Sinews of 
War ; was very vigorous, and in the Prime of his Years. 
With all theſe. Advantages, he fancied it eaſy for him 
to ſettle the Monarchy of theſe three Kingdoms, in a 
perpetual Succ-fſion, on his Poſterity. He ſaw no Ob- 
ſtacles to this great Deſign, but the Life of the yorng 
Princes, Sons to Emma and Algitha ; and, as often as 
he refieted there were ſuch Perſons in the World, it 
gave him a Regret, which had, pm been fatal to 
thoſe Royal Youths, could he have found convenient 
Means to compaſs his Intent. He communicited his 
Sentiments to the Earl of Kent, a Man no leſs ambiti- 
ous and cruel than himſelf, and who, by being Son-in- 
law to E thelred, and Brother, by Marriage, to the pre- 
{ent King, was not without Hopes of being, one Day, 
able to mount the Tlrone himſelf, if once theſe Princes 
were removed ; Canute having, as yet, no legitimate 
Oltspring. In this View, he hefitated not to adviſe 
the King to make away with all the Princes of the 
Blood Royal, and to begin with the Sons of King Ed- 
mund, and Prince Edwin, ſecond Sen of Ethelred, by 
his firſt Wife Ethelgive : Who, being now grown to 
Maturity, lived at Court, and to yhom the Policy of 
Canate allowed a Penſion ſufficient to maintain him, ac- 
cording to the Grandeur of his Birth. 

IuIis Counſel was too obliging to the ſecret Wiſhes 
of the King, not to have it followed, provided there 
could be a Poſſibility of it. The Fate of Edwin was 
exiy to be brought about, but that of the two young 
Princes, Sons o #dmnund, ſcemed much more difficult: 
Alzitha vad them continually under her own Eye, in 
the Caſtle of Sicifort ; and, Mould they go about to 
take them from her by Force, the whole Nation would 
rile in their Defence: It would only, therefore, be by 
Strata- 
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Stratagem, that theſe illuſtrious Victims cou'd be got 
into their Power 

To that End, the King omitted nothing which he 
thought might prevail on 4/g:tha, to bring her Family 
to Court, and to hold the Rank there, which was her 
due, as Dowager to the late Monarch. He flattered her 
Ambition with the moſt magnificent Offers ; and to give 
his Promiſes the Air of Rea ity, accompanied all the Let- 
ters he wrote to her with Preſents of the greateſt Value. 

Bur this careful Mother ſuffered not herſelf to be 
dazled by this ſpecious Shew of Friendſhip and Re- 
ſpect; and to return his Diſſimulation in kind, wou'd 
not abſolutely refuſe, or ſeem ungrateful ta his Offers, 
but made ſuch artful Pretences for remaining at Sic&fort, 
that, without giving him reaſon to imagine ſhe appre- 
hended any Danger, either for herſelf or Sons, left him 
no room to preſs her farther. 

CANUTE finding there was no Hope of Succeſs this 
Way, grew extremely diſcontented at it ; but his Con- 
fidant, the perfidious Earl, found Means to diſſipate his 
Vexation ; he had an Intimacy with the Governour of 
the young Princes, and, for a great Sum of Money, 
worked on him to betray his Charge into the Hands of 
the King, by this Means. 

ALGITHA, whoſe martial Humour had been neither 
ſoftened by the Delicacies of the Court, nor chilled by 
the Diſappointments and Sorrows ſhe had ſuſtained, 


gave ſometimes a Truce to her Grief by the Diverſion 


of Hunting ; but the two Princes being yet too youn 

to accompany her in that Recreation, were always left" 
at Home, under the Care of their Governour ; and it 
was in one of thoſe Times, that this Betrayer of his 
Truſt had promiſed to deliver them up; and having 
ſent Notice of it to the Earl, a Chariot was prepared, 


with thirty Gentlemen well armed. and mounted to at- 
tend it, and theſe all placed in Ambuſcade, in a Wood, 


behind the Park of S:c4fort. 
Every thing being thus in Readineſs, for the Ac- 
compliſhment of their Deſign; and the Princeſs be- 


ing gone out with a great Number of the — 
Nobi- 
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Nobility, who ufually accompanied her in this Diver- 
fon ; the Governour led the Princes into the Park, under 
the Pretence of taking the Air, and, having opened the 
Gate toward the Wood, made a Signal ; on which the 
Horſemen advanced, and forced the Princes to mount 
into the Chariot, in ſpite of the Cries and Oppoſition of 
af Man of their Train, called De/mack ; who not doubt- 
ing but there was ſome treaſonable Intent in hand, did 
his utmoſt to hinder the Princes from going into the Cha- 
riot; but the wicked Governour rewarding h's Fidelity 
with a Stab, and, believing him dead, made the Chariot 
drive away with the extremeſt Swiftneſs. 

In the mean time, the Officers belonging to the Prin- 
ces, who had Orders never to quit them, being told they 
were in the Park, went haſtily after them, and being 
come to the Gate that led to the Wood, were terribly 
alarmed to find it wide open, and De/mack bleeding on 
the Graſs ; that faithful Servant, expiring as he was, 
lif:ed up his Eyes at their Approach, and Forced himſelf 
to cry out, Run to the Aſſiſlance of the Princes whom 
their perfidious Governour has borne forcibly away 
This was all he could deliver ; and the Violence he did 
himſelf, in uttering thoſe few Words, perhaps, haſtned 
his Death ſome Moments. 5 

THz Officers, on hearing this, loſt no Time in conſi- 
dering what to do, but got immediately on Horſe- back, 
and rather flew than rode to the Foreſt, where their Prin- 
ceſs was in Purſuit of the Stag. Algitla, on the News 
of this Misfortune, ſhewed an incomparable Preſence of 
Mind, and a Fortitude far above what is ordinarily found 
in her Sex: She neither Jamented nor exclaimed againſt 
ſo ſudden a 'Turn of Fate, as other Mothers would, per- 
haps, have done; but turning to the Company ſhe had 
with her, and entreating them to ſecond her Attempt, 
rode back, with all imaginable Haite, to S:c&fort ; 
where, having armed herſelf, and taken freſh Horſes for 
herſelf and the others, and followed by the Officers of 
the Caſtle, purſued ſull Speed the Tracks the Ravithers 
had left behind. 
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Tux Endeavours of this noble Company were ſo {vc- 
ceſsful, that they overtook the Chariot within ſome 
Miles of London. Alzitha, whoſe Courage at this Sight 
was augmented by her Rage, flood not to examine the 
Number of her Enemies, but flew upon them, Sword in 
Hand, and, with the firit Blow, laid the chief among 
them proſtrate at her Feet. 'The Governour who could 
expect no Mercy, if overcome, quitted the Chariot, and 
having mounted the Horſe of him that was fallen, put 
himſelf at the Head of his Troop, and animated them 
by his Voice and Geſture. Then the valiant A/githa, 
who, in the Rapidity of her Purſuit, could be followed 
only by fix Gentlemen, found herſelf, encompaſſed, on 
all Sides, by the Raviſhers ; yet, without ſuffering her 
Spirit to be dejected by their Numbers, ſhe not only de- 
fended herſelf, but attack'd them in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe had laid ſeveral of them on the Earth, before 
the reſt of her Followers arrived to her Aſſiſtance. 

As theſe Men were accuſtomed to the Dangers of the 
Field, and the more invigorated by the Example of this 
warlize Queen, Things immediately changed Face ; the 
Raviſhers were attack'd on all ſides, and the greateſt Part 
having loſt their Lives, the reſt attempted to fave them- 
felves by flight ; the treacherous Governour was among 
the'e laſt; but Algitba, whoſe Fury was more againſt him 
than all the others of his Accomplices, purſued him ſo 
clofe, that it was impoſſible for him to eſcape ; and the 
Villain, inſtead of imploring Mercy, had the Inſolence 
to meaſure his Sword againit that of his Queen. The 
Combat lafted not long; Algitha diſabled his right Arm, 
with one Blow, and taking him by the Throat with ene 
Hand, while with the other ſhe held her Sword at his 
Breaſt, obliged him to confeſs, that the Earl of Kent 
had influenced him to this horrid Attempt. He then fell 
on his Knees, entreating her to ſpare his Life.; but her 
Weapon had already pierced too far ; the great Quan- 
tity of Blood which iſſued from his Wounds, deprived 
him, firſt, of bis Voice, and, ſoon after, of his Breath; 
a Fate, indeed, too honourable for a Wretch, who de- 
ſerved to have expired in the extremeſt Tortures, under 
the Hands of the Executioner, Tus 
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Tas victorious Algitha returned to Szckfort, where 
all were in the utmoſt Grief and Confuſion ; but when 
they ſaw her arrive at the Head of her valiant Troops, 
in the midſt of which was the Chariot with the two 
Princes, Cries and Acclamations ſucceeded in the place 
of Terror. The firſt Thing ſhe did, after having diſ- 
armed herſelf, thanked her Friends for the Aſſiſtance 
they had given her, and embraced her Children, was to 
write to King Canute and Queen Emma, an Account of 
this Adventure, and to complain of the Injuſtice ſhe 
had received. The Court and City were no ſooner in- 
formed of it, than the loud Acclamations they made 
againſt the Treachery of the Earl of Kent, convinced 
Canute, that the Blood of their lawful Kings wes yet 
extremely dear to them. 


THis Monarch knew, that as the Governour was 


killed, nothing cou'd be proved _ him, denying 
to have any Part in this Action, and juſtified himſelf ſo 
well, that the whole Infamy fell on the Earl of Kent, 


who was already mortally hated. The cruel Inquie- 


tudes, however, that * Agitba was involved in, 
from that dreadful Day, for the Life of her Sons, never 
ſuffering her to enjoy any true Repoſe, threw her at 
length 1ato a languiſhing Diſeaſe, and obliged her to 
have Recourſe to the Remedies Art ſometimes affords, 
when Nature refuſes her Aſſiſtance. 

Ir any one Step throughout the whole Conduct of this 
Princeſs cou'd be termed imprudent, it was the little 
Examination ſhe made of the Character of her Phyſici- 
ans ; her Soul was too much employed for the Safety 
of the young Princes, to have any Leiſure to attend to 
aught relating merely to herſelf ; and thinking her Fate 
cou'd be of no Conſequence to Canute, imagined not 
he wou'd ever enterprize any thing againſt her Perſon, 
But this tender Mother ſhou'd have remembered, that 
if any of thoſe Dangers ſhe apprehended for her Sons 
were real, the ſame mult alſo threaten herſelf, who, by 
her Vigilance over thoſe precious Treaſures, was an 
Obſtacle in the way to reach at them, 


Taz fame Means which had been made uſe of, to 


bribe the Governour of the Princes, was now put in 
C4 practice, 
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practice, to corrupt that Phyſician who attended the 
Queen in her Indiſpoſition ; and inſtead of Cordials, he 
adminiſtred to her a Poiſon of ſo ſubtile a Force, that it 
reſiſted all Antidotes. Her Death was neceſſary for the 
ambitious Deſigns of Canute and his Miniſter, and they 
accompliſhed it like Barbarians ; and that great Princeſs, 
who by her Courage and her Virtue had ſtood the moſt 


cruel Reverſe of Fortune, and the utmoſt Efforts of her 


publick Enemies, fell a Victim to the ſecret Cabals of 
her pretended Friends. Is 

IN the firſt Agonies of the poiſoned Draught, ſhe 
.doubted not of the Occaſion, and prepared herſelf for 
her approaching Fate, with a Patience and Reſolution 
mo leſs worthy of Admiration than her former Actions 
had been: The only Reflection which had Power to 
ſtake her Conſtancy, was that of leaving her dear Sons 
a Prey to thoſe who had deſtroyed her Life, in order to 
become Maſters of theirs ; and in the Force of this Sen- 
timent, ſhe wrote, a little before her Death, theſe few 
Words to Queen Emma. 


The unfortunate Widow of King FomunD, !o 
Eu MA, Qucen of England. 


125 Y Death, Madam, wou'd be of little Significa- 
0 tion, if it was not too ſure a Preſage of that 
« of my Children: It was, it ſeems, found neceſſary 
« to begin with mine. to arrive at theirs Our 


Enemies in part are ſatisfied ; but that they may not 
« be intirely ſo, permit me to put you in remembrance 


« of the Friendſhip you have always ſworn to me, and 
„that which you had for the late King my Husband, 
and to cor jure you, to teſtify it to the precious Re- 
„ n.ains of his Blood Prevent my Death from 
„ becoming uſeful to the cruel Deſigns of their Perſe- 
* cutors—— Tis the laſt and only Requeſt made you, 
by the dying 


ALGITHA. 


Tn 1s Letter was delivered to the Queen on -the 


next Day after the Death of her who wrote it. It 
| | tuoched 


fr 2 


touched her in the moſt ſenſible manner; ſhe ran im- 
mediately to the King, and with Tears in her Eyes, 
conjured him to attempt nothing againſt the Life of 
Famund and Edward, Sons to the late King and ge- 
tha; and to engage his Protection of thoſe Princes, em- 


ployed the moſt tender Careſſes as well as Words. But. 


though Cute had a very great Love for the Queen, 
yet Ambition was the predominant Paſſion of his -oul ; 
he liſtened to her, but anſwered ia a manner, which 
let her ſee, he was more truly devoted to Empire than 
her Charms ; and when he gave her his Promiſe, thar 
the Princes ſhou'd not die, he made her underſtand, 
that his Safety depended on having them in his Power, 
and out of a, Condition to undertake any thing againit 
him. What have I not to apprehend, /aia be, from 
the Sons of Edmund and A4/githa ? Certainly they muſt 
greatly degenerate from their Parents, if they do not 
one Day become formidable enough, to make you re- 
pent the Compaſſion you have for them Therefore 
if you truly love me, you will be content with the Al- 
ſurance I give you, not to take away their Lives, and 
not endeavour to oppoſe my taking ſuch Meaſures with 
them, as may ſccure my Throne; which can never re- 
main firm, while thoſe who imagine themſelves born to 
fit in it, zre in the View of a People famous for their 
Love of Novelty. | , 
TE1s Diicourſe filed the generous Emma with a: 
Diſquiet, which ſhe had much edo to conceal ; but 
percei ing it was impoſſible for her to obtain more, 


ſhe retired, pierced to the Soul with deep Concern and 


Pity. Some Days after, Prirce Edu in, Son of Erbel- 
red and Eth-!/g:iwe, and Brother to the late King Ed- 
mund, was arreſted, on tome Pretcnce, and ſhut up in 
an inacceſſible Caſtle; and the two Children of A.- 
githa were removed from St, end confined in a 
ſtrong Fortreſs on the Borders of Swedex ; which cold 


and barbarous Climate, ſo eiFrrent from the Delicacies 


of that they had been nouriſh. d in, joined to the De- 
privation of all thote Tenderneſſes tlicy bad been accuſ- 
tomed to, Carute imagined, wou'd in a ſhort T'une put 
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an End to their Days, without the Help of Poiſon, or 
of a Dagger. 

Is Effect, Prince Edmund, who was the eldeſt, had 
not a Conſtitution to ſupport ſo ſevere a Change, and 
died in a ſhort time after he was carried there: Zain, 
his Uncle, ſurvived him but three Months ; but Edward, 
the youngeſt Son of King Edmund and Algitha, who 
was endowed with all the Beauties and Perfections of his 
Royal Parents, fo well knew how to gain the Affection of 
his Guards, by the Sweetneſs of hi, Behaviour, and to 
win them to a Dependance on him, by the Indifference 
he expreſſed for Liberty, that they accuſtom'd themſelves 
inſenſibly to allow him much more than their Orders per- 
mitted them to do; and this amiable Prince taking the 
Advantage of their Negligence, found Means to make his 
Eſcape into Germany, where he was favourably received 
by the Emperor Henry III. and afterwards ſettled himſelf 
with more Tranquillity then he cou'd have expected. 

As for Canute, having reigned twenty Years, exerci- 
ſing in that Time a thouſand Cruelties for Security of 
hi- Power, he died in the Year 1036, leaving only one 
Son by Queen Emma, whom he deſigned ſhou'd be In- 
heritor of all his Kingdoms, - But Providence, which 
takes Delight to fruſtrate human Projects, diſpoſed 
otherwiſe of them: Norway revolted, and choſe a 
King of their own: Harold, the Baſtard of Canute, 
hole Siſter the Earl of Kent had eſpouſed, with the 
Help of his Brother-in law, ſeized on the Cro wu of 
Ergland ; and the Son of Canute and Emma, who was 
named Canute after his Father, had no more to his 
Share, than the Kingdom of Denmark. 

"Twas thus that the univerſal Monarchy, which this 
Prince had premeditated, was diſſipated ; and that the 
Remains of Ethelred and Edmund were obliged to live 
under the Protection of Strangers; Alfred and Edward, 


the Sons of Ethelred, in Normandy ; and the young 


Edward, Son of Edmund, in Germany ; and ſuch was 
the Deſtiny of Erhelgive and Alzitha, that they ſhou'd 
erjoy no more Happineſs and Tranquillity than their 


virtuous Mothers. 
ALL 
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ALL the Company thanked Florinda, in Terms which 
made her ſenſible of the extreme Pleaſure this Relation, 
and her Faſhion of preſenting them with it had beſtow- 
ed, nor were the Praiſes they gave her more elegant 
than the Anſwers this agreeable Lady returned. 

As for my Part, ſaid O-/ames, I am particularly 
touched at the Hiſtory the beautiful F/orinda his given 
us ; becauſe it has-revived in me, the Memory of a 
Prince, whoſe Character I always admired, and who, 
in my Opiuion, merited many more Years and happy 
Days. 

i muſt be confeſs'd, added Julia, that Edmund was 
a moſt accompliſh'd Monarch ; and I cannot hinder 
myſelf from being infinitely concerned his i hread of 
Life ſhould be ſo unfortunately cut. But the Earl of 
Kent, cried Areliſe, was certainly one of the moſt unwor- 
thy Wretches that ever lived. Ambition, ſaid Canute, 18 
a moſt terrible Paſſion, when it reigns not in a virtuous 
Mind; it inftigates the wicked to all manner of Villa- 
nies; as, on the contrary, it inſpires the noble Soul with a 
Deſire of arriving at Glory, by good and great Actions. 

Tus Earl of Kent, reply'd Alphonſo, and all ſuch 
wicked Miniſters, by the Contraſt of their Actions, ſhew 
us, how much we ought to reſpect and love thoſe who 

rove, by<heir Services, the good of their Prince and 

ation is at their Heart. Bota King and People ſhould 
Join in Thankigivings, for their common Happiness, 
when they ſee, at the Head of Affairs, Men guided by 
Prudence, Moderation, Diſintereſtedneſs, and Virtue. 

Your Reflection, ſaid Thelamont, is a Leſion for us, 
who enjoy this ſupreme Felicity; but Praiſes, ſuch as 
are worthy thoſe illuſtrious Perſons, would carry us too 
far, without being able to do Juſtice to their Merit, 
hut let us, therefore, content ourſelves to admire 
them in Silence; and ſince we are fallen on the Subject 
of Stateſmen faithfully devoted to the Intereſts of their 
Maſters and Governments, I believe you will not be 
diſobliged, if I give you an Inſtance of that kind, 
which, I believe, is not leſs ſingular, than any that 


Hiſtory affords, | 
| F 4 DARIUS 
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DARIUS, the Son of Hidaſpes, while he was a pri. 
vate Man, contracted the moſt tender Friendſhip with 
7.opirus, General of the Perfran Army; and, as it was 
founded merely on the Principles of Virtue, and a kind 
of Sympathy between their Souls, it could not but be 
laſting and ſolid. It was by the Advice of Zopiraus, that 
Darius had the gocd Fortune to kill Smerdis, who had 
uiurped the Emp:re, and governed it with Tyranny 3 and 
it was by the Management of this faithful Friend, that 

he. afterwards, was exalted to the Throne: For, after 
the Death of the Tyrant, all the Princes and great Lords 
of Perſia, convened in Council, made a Decree, to pre- 
vent all Cenſure of any ambitious Views among them- 
{c]ves, that whoever was Maſtes of the Horſe that ſhould 
neigh the firſt before P be King. That 
of Darius raiſed him to the ſupreme Dignity; Zopirut 
having. the Secret to compel the Animal to neigh before 
any of the reſt Such Obligations as theſe, when con- 
fe:red on a generous Mind, could not but plant the Roots 
olf Gratitude too deep to be ever torn from thence. 

DARIUS, full ef thoſe Sentiments, ſhould not have 
looked on his Happineſs as compleat, without a Friend, 


fuch as Zrpirus, to ſhare it with him: However, the 


firſt Days of his Elevation to the Empire, bringing with 


them their Cares and Occupations, he had not the Op- 


portunity to teſtify, as he wiſh'd, the Senſe he had of 
what he had done for him: 
As there is a Jealouſy in Friendſhip, as well as Love, 
which conſtrues every thing to its own Prejudice, Zopi- 
rs preſently imagined, the Luſtre of a Crown had too 
much dazled the Eyes of Darius, to permit him to 
Icok down on any thing beneath; and that in the Mo- 
narch, he loſt the Friend; which Thought ſo afflicted 
him, that the Melancholy of his Heart diffuſing itſelf 
thro' all his Air, rendered it immediately perceivable by 
Darius. g 

Tn1s Monarch, always too ſenſible of every thing 
that concerned his Friend, to be without Inquietude on 
this Occafion, teſtified to him the Impatience he had 


o know the Cauſe of his Sadneſs ; conjuring him, in 4 
me 
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and preſſing Terms, to open his Heart to him with his 
uſual Freedom: But Zzpirus, prejudiced by his own: 
Ideas, could not be prevailed on to break Silence on this 
Subject; and every Day became more melancholy, and. 
more reſolved to keep it ſecret. 

DA RIUS was extremely concerned, that he cou'd 
not penetrate into this unhappy Myſtery ; he examined 
himſelf, if any thing in his own Conduct cou'd poſſibly 
have given Cauſe for ſuch a Diſcontent; but finding his. 
Heart clear and innocent, he began to fear, that Am- 
bition had taken Birth in that of Zopirus: If it be ſo, 
ſaid he to himſelf, I will load him with ſuch Honours, . 
as he ſhall have nothing more to wiſh ; and accordingly 
ſent him Preſents of immenſe Value, and a Blank to 
be filled up with ſuch Employments as he ſhou'd make- 
choice of. 

Bur Zopirus, whoſe Soul was of a different Mould, 
to what it now appeared to the King, was fo far from: 
being ſatisfied with theſe Marks of his Eſteem, that 
they ſerved only to render him more penſive. As for 
the Employment offered him, he abſolutely refuſed it, 
and received the Preſents with Reſpect, but not the leaſt: 
Mark of Gladneſs. 


THrs: Behaviour augmented the King's Suſpence; be 


ſent for him one Day into his Cloſet, whence he was re-- 
ſolved not to ſuffer him to depart, till he had revealed. 
the whole of a Grief, which ſeemed fo unaccountables. * 
not only to him, but all who ſaw it. , 
M'y dear Zopirus, ſaid he, I can no longer endure to 
lee you. thus By the tender Friendſhip by. which. 
we are united, I conjure you to reveal the Cauſe, of 
what kind ſoever it be I ſwear to you, that there 
is nothing in my whole Empire, nothing that is ſubmit- 
ted to my Power, and nothing ſo valuable to my Heart,, 
that I will not readily ſacrifice for your Relief — 
Speak then, nor perſiſt in an obſtinate Silence, Which 
kills all my Happineſs, in perſuading me I am no longer 
dear to you. | | 
Nor dear to me, cried out Zepirus, quite tranſ- 
ported at the King's Goodneſs! Ah !. my. Lord, it is 
3 . becauſe: 
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| becauſe you are too dear to me, that I am in the State 
in which you ſee me; and ſince you command me to 


explain myſelf in Terms too tender to be withſtood, 
know, that the Fear I do not retain the ſame Place I 


held in your Heart before your Elevation, is the ſole 


Motive of my Grief | thought I perceived a 
Change in you towards me Tnat Air of Majeſty 
which accompanied your Benefits, robb'd them of their 
Value Tis the King now who confers them, 
not that Friend to whom I was once ſo dear, and 
whole Love and Confidence in me, made all my Hap- 
pineſs Tis a great Monarch, whom I ſhou'd 
tremble to approach, whom I ſhou'd adore, who, caſt: 
ing his Regards on me, diſtinguithes. me, at preſent, 
from his other Courtiers, as 1 was once from all the 
Per fans, by the Choice Darius made of me for his, 
Friend In fine, it is no more Darius who loves 
me, but the King, who vouchſafes to honour me with 
his Bounties. 

Au ! my Lord, continued he, reſume all your Gifts, 
and reſtore me your Heart ——— I will have nothing 
from the Sovereign of Perfia, and I wou'd owe every 
thing to the Friendſhip of Darius ——* Twere to fail 
in that profound Reſpe& a Subject ought to pay his 
King, to call him Friend; yet is that Title a thouſand: 
times more precious to me, than all the Riches, and all 
the Honours you have heap'd upon me Your Friend- 
ſhip, your Confidence, and your firſt. Familiarity, are- 
the only Treaſures which can ſatisfy my Ambition; 
and if you think the Royal Dignity will be impaired 


by this Conduct, ſuffer me, my Lord, to ſend you back. 


your Preſents, and let me die. 
Dukrixse all this Diſcourſe Darius felt the moſt refined: 


Pleaſure, to find himſelf loved merely for himſelf alone; 
and that all that can attract Affection in other Hearts, 
had no Effect on that of Zopirus, ſeemed. ſo worthy of 
his Admiration, that for ſome time he was wholly ta- 
ken up in ſilent Wonder, and had no Words to form an. 


Anſwer. 
How 
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How few Kings are there that taſte this Satisfaction 
Exterior Homage and Obedience elate the Mind, and 
feed Ambition ; but afford none of thoſe ſweet Tran- 
ſports, Tenderneſs beſtows — To ſee the Hart 
uncovered, and find no Emotions there, but Love and 
Duty warmly actuated by Zeal, and ever watchfal to 
do good Offices; when this, I ſay, happens, as in the 
Caſs of Darius, a Monarch muſt think himſelf richer 
in ſuch a Friend, than in the Treaſures of the Indies. 

My dear _—_ ſaid he, at laſt recovering himſelf 
enough to ſpeak. and at the ſame Time embracing him 
with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, I ſhould be unworthy of 
the Throne, to which you have rais'd me, if I were 
capable of changing, even for one Moment of my Life, 
from that fix'd Regard, I owe ſo worthy a Friend. 
Your Suſpicions have deceived you, and injur'd' 
me I proteſt, that I ſhall never be a King to you. 
Never ſhall you find me any other than your 
Friend Darius for know, that I prefer your: 
Friendſhip to all my Crowns Far from imagin- 
ing, I ſhould demean the Royal Dignity, in living fa- 
miliarly with you, I ſhould think I did it Honour — 
Nothing is more glorious to a Monarch, than to have it 
in his Power to boaſt a faithful Friend; nor can he 
prove he has one but by the Tokens of his Gratitude. 
Let us live then, continued he, taking him in 
his Arms a ſecond Time; let us live as we were accuſ-- 
tomed before this Change in my Fortune —l ſhalt 
always be Darius to you, be you always my dear Zopi- 
rus Retain the Preſents I have ſent you, and 
accept of thoſe I ſhall hereafter ſend they are not 
the Marks of my Generoſity, but of my perfect Friend- 
thip : And if. I ſometimes put you in mind, that I am 
King, it will only be by the Joy of ſecing myſelf in a 
Condition to make known my Love and Confidence. 

'FHesE tender Aſſurances fail'd not to calm all the 
Diſquiets, which fo lately reign'd in the Boſom of Zopi-- 
rug. He bluſhed to have entertained Thoughts ſo little 
conformable to the great Sentiments of Darius. The 
Delicacy of his Friendſhip made him. fear. he had of- 
| fended,, - 
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fended by judging him capable of changing; he ask'd 
his Pardon for it, and thanked him for the Continuation 
of his Bounties, and this Converſation cemented: more 
then ever the Bond of Amity which was between them. 

ZOO P IRUS now reſumed his ordinary Vivacity, and 
Darius his former Familiarity ; and as he cou'd. not. 
doubt, if he were ſincerely beloved by Zopirus, he lif- 
tened 10 ail the Remonſtrances that worthy Favourite: 
made him, whenever he found him fail in Acts of Ju- 
ſtice or of Virtue; and it was by his Advice, that the 
Zexrs obtained Permiſſion of this Monarch to finiſh the 
Buildirg of the Temple of Jeruſalem. 

Bur the Zeal of Zepirus for his Maſter did not ſtop 
kere, he ſcon after had an Occaſion of making it ap- 
pear, in a manner ſa very extraordinary, that I queſtion 
f ever any Act of Friendſhip arrived to that conſum- 
male Height. 

1 nz 8.tylonians having reſolved to throw off the Per- 


ſian Yoke, forced all out of their Gates, who refuſed ta. 


join wich them in this Revolt. Darius was no ſooner. 
informed of what had happened, than he. marched at 
the Head of a puiſſant Army, and fat down before that 


magnificent City; but finding Difficulties, and a much. 


greater Reſiſtance than he expected, made to his Attacks, 
he began to fear, that after a long and painful Siege, he 


ſhould be obliged to withdraw his Forces, without being 


able to reduce it. 


Tu is he look'd upon as ſo ſhameful to him, that, 


perhaps, no Vexation ever ſurpaſſed that of his. How- 
ever, he made no Confidant of it but Zepirus; who, 
finding indeed there were no Hopes: of ſucceeding in 
bis Enterprize, by the Ways ordinarily practiſed in 
Sieges, preſently conceived à Stratagem, which was 
without all Precedent ; and, I dare believe, will always. 
remain unimitated. After he had conſidered a litle- 
while, and fimly reſolved himielf in his Deſign, 
which he concealed with Care from him, and the whole: 
Army, he cut off his Noſe and Ears, and in this dread- 
ful Spectacle, all bleeding as he was, preſented him- 


ſelf at the Gates of Babylon; whence he was imme- 
diately 
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diately conducted to an Aſſembly of the Principal of 
the City, by whom he was no ſooner ſeen than known. 
Then. declaiming againſt the Ingratitude of Darius, 
who, he pretended, had rendered him in this Condition, 
merely for having given him good Advice; he told 
them, he deſired nothing more than to revenge the Af- 
front he had received; and to that End; came to offer 
his Service to them in the next Sally they made: Adding, 
that no Action cou'd ſo well become the Remainder of 
his Days as to aſſiſt them in chaſing ſo barbarous a Prince 
from their: Walls. | 

Tuk Babylarians knowing that he was the belt Gene- 
ral among the Per/ians ; and that with his great Wiſ- 
dom and Experience, he had alſo a prodigious Valour, 
received him with the extremeſt Joy, paid him all ima-- 
ginable Honours, and with an unanimous Voice gave 
into his Hands the Government of the Guard of their 
City. The Uſe he made of his Power, in the Orders 
he gave, and the well diſpoſing the Troops, made 
known his Skill ſo well, that theſe poor deluded People 
| believed. themſelves in the utmoſt Security under him. 

Tat Report, however, of this great Man's Deſertion 
being ſpread through the Per/ian Ariny, filled them with 
2 Conſter nation not to be expreſſed ; and every one ima-. 
gined, they had now no more to do, but raiſe the Siege; 
ice a. Perſon ſo neceſſary, by his Advice and Courage, 
had gone over to the Enemy. 

DARIUS alone was tranquil ; and tho' he could not. 
penetrate into the true Motive of this Action ; yet judg- 
ing the Sentiments of his Friend by bis own, he hefita- 
ted nat a Moment, if he ſhould believe there was ſome 
Myſtery in this Behaviour of Zopirus, intended for bis 
Glory. In this Thought, inſtead of raifing the Siege, 
he redoubled his Attacks, in which he was always 
repulſed by the Valour of Zopirus. Yet did not 
even this excize his Doubts, he ſhut his Ears a- 
gainſt all that was ſaid to convince him that faith- 
fol Friend could ever be an Enemy; and {till ad- 
vancing his Works, fortify'd himſelf with a full Af- 
ſutance, that, thro' the Means of Zopirus, he ſhould 
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at laſt carry his Point. Thus did Friendſhip ſtruggle 
1 the greateſt Prhbabilities, and ſurmount what to 
| others appeared Conviction. 

Ix fine, this glorious Man ſeeing the Works of Darius 
in the State he deſired, found Means to give him No- 
tice, that if he advanced to one of the Gates of the 
City, which he deſcribed, he ſhould find it without De- 
fence, He ſent Directions alſo in what manner he ſhould 
make the Breach, and what Number of Troops might 
enter. The King of Perfia followed this Advice in 
every Particular, and without communicating it to any 
Perſon, and without any other Aſſurance than that in 
his own Breaſt, of the Fidelity of Zopirus, he approach- 
ed the Gate mark'd out to him. He found it in the 
Situation he expected, and with the Number of Troops 
his Friend had preſcribed, entered the City. without 
Diftidence —— The Alarm was preſently given—— ths 
Citizens were in the utmoſt Confuſion, and Zopirus had 
ſo well taken his Meaſures, that all who oppoſed the 
Per fians were cut in pieces, and the City entirely ſub- 
mitted to Darius; who, at the Entreaty of Zopirus, 
forbore any Act of Cruelty to the Inhabitants, content- 
ing himſelf only with exacting their Obedience to the 
ſame Laws formerly impoſed on them. 

Bur what became of that Monarch? How terrible 
were the firſt Shocks of his Grief, when he found to 
what the Reduction of Babylon had been owing ? 
Tears, and the Swellings of his Heart would not per- 
mit him to ſpeak for a long Time: And when Zopirus 
related to him the whole Affair, with an Unconcern, 
which denoted the Hero even more than the voluntary 
Maims ke had given himſelf; at laſt the impriſoned 
Sorrows of the Royal Mind burſt out in theſe few 
Words, which, with the glorious Action that occaſioned. 
them, are tranſmitted to Poſterity: Ah! who, ſaid he, 
would not have given a hundred. Babylons to fee fo faith- 
ful a Friend exempt from ſuch a Deformity. 

Jusrry have you ſaid, cry'd Sifviana, perceiv- 
ing Thelamont had done ſpeaking, that Hiſtory at- 


fords no Proof like this of Zeal and Friendſhip. I am 
| ON þ aſtoniſhed 
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aſtoniſhed at it, added Camilla; and my Admiration is 
accompanied with certain Emotions of Terror, which 
make me ſhudder. I was before acquainted with this 
great Action, interrupted Eraſmus ; but being ignorant 
of ſome of the Particulars that led to it, this Recital 
has had all the Charms of Novelty. It muſt be con- 
feſſed, ſaid Alphonſo, that this Proof of Zopirus's At- 
tachment to the King, or rather to his Friend, is of 
the moſt ſingular kind that ever was: But it muſt alſo 
be confeſſed, that the Confidence of Darius had ſome- 


thing in it very grand; and that the Friendſhip in his 


Soul was no leſs heroick, than the dreadful Proofs the 
other gave of his. 

Fox my Part, ſaid Hortenſa, I find nothing in either 
of them to reproach : If Zopirus disfigured himſelf to 
deceive the rebellious Baby/onians, and to reduce them 
ta their Obedience; Darius expoſed himſelf to Acci- 
dents equally dreadful, by an intire Dependance on his 
Faith. And this Security he teitifed in him, without 
knowing any thing more of his Deſign, than that he 
kad quitted his Service, ſeems. to me a Proof of Friend» 
ſhip equal to that of Zopirus. 

Tis certain, replied Or/ames, that without this Stra- 
tagem the King of Perſia had been compelled to raiſe 
the Siege, and to leave the Rebels unpuniſhed. We 
know, {aid Oy ophanes, they are often of great uſe, when 
Force is unavailing ; but there are a thouſand. Inſtances 
of Stratagems very different from that of Zopirus, and 
yet not lets beneficial. 

HIMERA was the richeſt and moſt populous City i 
Sicily; its great Commerce oecaſioned the Envy of the 
neighbouring Commonwealths, particularly of Carthage, 
who were reſolved to deſtroy it, if poſſible. | 

Foa this Purpoſe, Anilcar, their General, with an 
Army of two hundred thouſand Men, and five hun- 
dred Gallies, came to beſiege it both by Land and 
Sea. "The Inhabitants of Himera, juſtly alarmed; im- 


Flored the Aſſiſtance of Gelon, King of Syracuſe, a Mo- 


narch of Wiſdom, Honour, and Courege, and never 


tow in aflilting his Allies, But knowing his Forces 


unable 
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unable to cope with thoſe of the Carthagimians, in a 
itched Battle, contented himſelf with poſting them 
in ſtrong Places; whence iſſuing out ſometimes, they 
did much Miſchief to the Enemy, by deltroying the 
Proviſions round about, and attacking thoſe who went 
to forrage, whom they often deſtroyed, leaving not a 
Man alive. But theſe Favours of Fortune were too in- 
conſiderable to provoke the Carthaginians to raile the 
Siege; and Gelon was in the extremeſt Dilemma in 
what Manner to proceed, tha he might be ſerviceable 
to his Friends; when Chance put ſomething in his 
N which all his Valour cou'd never have made him 
ope. 
117 LCAR ſent two Deputies with Diſpatches to 
Se/acia,. ordering the People of that City to ſend him a 
Reinforcement of Cavalry, to the Number of 10,000, 
in a Time by him preſcribed. Theſe Men falling into 
the Hands of Gelon, put a Stratagem into his Head, 
which he executed in this manner: He made the De- 
puties of Hnulcar be ſhut up, and ſo carefully guarded, 
that it was impoſſible for them to inform the Cartha- 
girians what had befallen them; and at the Time ap- 
pointed by their General, equipped the Number he 
had ordered, of bis beſt Cavalry, in the Arms and Li- 
very of the Selucians; and having given them ſecret 
Orders what to do, ſent them to the Camp of the Ces. 
thaginians, accompanied by, two - pretended Deputies 
from the Selucians, with Letters teftifying how ready 
thoſe People were to obey the Commands of Amz/- 
Car. 
TRESE Deputies no ſooner arrived at the Head of 
their. Cavalry, than they were conducted to Amilcar, 
who received them with open Arms, made them magni- 
ficent Preſents, afligned the moſt convenient Quarters for 
the Troops they brought, and gave Orders they thou'd 
be furniſhed with all Things neceſſary. | 
Tus did the beſt Part of Geln's Forces enter the. 
Carthaginian Camp as Allies and Friends: The next 
Day after their Arrival, Amilcar erected an Alar near 


the Sea ſide, ard. commanded a. Sacrifice and ſolemu 
Thank - 
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Thankſgivings to Neptune for the ſafe Arrival of this 
ſeeming Aid. As he performed the Office of High 
Prieft himſelf, the Syracuſans taking the Advantage of 
that Moment, when the whole Army was difarmed, 
and at their Devotion, ſeized on the General, and put 
all the principal Officers who aſſiſted at the Sacrifice to 
the Sword. While one Party were on this Expedition, 
the other ſet the Ships on fire ; the Flame and Smoak 
of which was the Signal for Gelon to advance, who, 
pouring with his Forces on the other Side of the Camp, 
made a moſt terrible Slaughter _ them, The 
People of Himera perceiving this Diſorder, and the 
Colours and Enfigns of the King of Syracuſe diſplayed 
in the midſt of their Enemies, fallied out, and joined 
that Prince ; who, wherever he paſſed, ſpread Deſola- 
tion round him. It was impoſſible for the Carthaginians 
in this Confuſion, and not only encompaſſed, but alſo 
mingled with their Enemies, to put themſelves in any 
Poſture of Defence, the boldeſt among them now be- 
took themſelves to flight; but they were too cloſely 
purſued for many to eſcape, While theſe Things were 
doing at Land, the Fleet of Gelon deſtroyed all that the 
Flames had ſpared : Never was there a more terrible 
Spectacle; never had the Carthaginians ſuſtained fo 
great a Loſs, ſince the Eftabliſhment of their Repub- 
lick, No leſs than an hundred and fifty thouſand Men 
were cut to pieces, and vaſt Quantities of Ammunition 
and rich Baggage, became the Prey of the Victors. 
Thus did the City of Carthage, fo accuſtomed to the 
Smiles of Fortune, prove how little that fickle Goddeſs 
is to be depended upon: And thus did Gelen deliver the 
People of Himera from that imminent Danger which at 
that Time threatned them. 

THro' this Action, ſaid Felicia, has ſomething barba- 
barous in it, I cannot be ſorry for the Puniſhment of the 
Carthaginians. I deteſt thoſe powerful proud People, 
who would have none happy but themſelves ; and whoſe 


Jealouſy and Ambition are inceſlantly finding Pretence 


to diſturb the Peace of their Neighbours. 
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T am of your Opinion, reply'd Florinda ; methinks 
there is ſomething very tyrannick in the Nature of 
thoſe People, who having many Advantages over their 
Neighbours, cannot content themſelves without aimin 
at more, tho” it be the utter Ruin of thoſe who only 
deſire to enjoy peaceably their own. 

Ir all the Rulers of the Earth thought in this man- 
ner, ſaid Alphonſo ſmiling, Mankind would inſenſibly 
degenerate into Cowardice aud Indolence, Tis the 
Deſire of aggrandizing their Dominions, or preventing 
others from extending theirs too far, that excites a Love 
of Glory in the Heart, and gives Men an Opportunity 
of ſignalizing themſelves, 

THAT is very true, ſaid Julia; but it ſeems ſtrange 
to me, that reaſonable Creatures, to whom Pity is inhe- 
rent, cen perform ſuch Actions, as have juſt now been 
related, in cold Blood. When Anger, indeed, inflames 
the Mind, I wonder not at any thing ſo violent a Paſſion 
may tranſport them to. | 

NorTHinG is more blameable, charming Julia, inter- 
rupted Urania, than thoſe Actions which are inſtigated 
by Anger ; of all the Emotions by which the Breaſt is 
agitated, I know none ſo dangerous as that: It vlolates 
Truth, triumphs over Juſtice, and deſtroys Reaſon : It 
breathes nothing but Hatred and Revenge, and inſpires 
only inhuman Projects. It was the Saying of a great 
Philoſopher, that the Man who abandoned himſelf to 
Anger, would never execute any thing, of which he 
would not have cauſe to repent. 

Tux Emperor Theodoſfus, continued ſhe, whoſe Merit 
and Valour raiſed him to the Throne, by the Adoption 
of Gratian, in the Year of Jeſus Chriſt 378, was 4 
Prince juſtly efteemed, wiſe and virtuous, a great Ge- 
neral, victorious in War, amiable in Peace, and happy 
in both. However, this great Prince, of whom the 
Hiſtorians make ſuch fine Eulogiums, had the Misfor- 
tune to ſuffer himſelf to be overcome by this Paſſion of 
Anger. But this Vice, for the moſt part the Author 
of Shame to thoſe that harbour it, ſerved but to encreaſe 


his Glory, 


Hs 
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He was returned in Triumph from his Victory over 
the Tyrant Maximin, and from the eſtabliſhing Valenti- 
nian, the Brother of Gratian, on the Weſtern Throne, 
when he received News, that the The//a/onians had re- 
belled againſt the Magiſtrates he had ſet over them, vhat 
they had ſpoken contemptuouſly of his er, Autho- 
rity, and ſtoned to Death ſome of his inferior Officers. 

An Inſolence ſuch as this was indeed ſufficient to ex- 
aſperate the mildeſt Nature; but this Emperor ſuffered 
himſelf to be ſo far tranſported by it, as to make a ſo- 
lemn Vow for the general Deſtruction of the whole 
City. To perform which, he went at the Head of his 
Army to this happy Place : The Inhabitants repent- 
ing of their Fault, ſent Deputies to meet him, and im- 

lore Forgiveneſs ; but the enraged Prince refuſed to 
Low them, and entered the City without ſuffering them 
to pay him thoſe Honours, which were his Due ; and 
the ſixth Day after his Arrival, having ordained publick 
Shows to be exhibited in the great Theatre, a vaſt Con- 
courſe of People aſſembled themſelves to be Spectators. 
Then the Emperor looking round, and finding this a 

roper Time to execute his Vow, ſuddenly left the 

lace, and ordered his Soldiers to put them all to the 
Sword, which was immediately performed, without 
the leaſt Diſtinction either of Sex or Age. 

His Rage thus ſatiated, he paſſed thro* Milan in his 
Return to /taly ; and going to the Church of St. Bafl, 
to pay his Devotion to that Saint, was met by St. Am- 
broſe, Biſhop of that City, who ordered the Doors to 
be ſhut againſt him, and reproached him for the Barba- 
rity he had uſed againſt one of the firſt Chriſtian Cities 
in the World ; telling him, his Crime was too great for 
him to hope ever to be admitted into the Temple of 
God, till he had done publick Penance. 

Tur Emperor was at firſt ſurprized at the Bold- 
-neſs of St. Ambroſe ; but it opened his Eyes at the 
ſame Time, and obliged him to reflect on the Action 
he had been guilty of ; and he then acknowledged his 
Fault, made a publick Confeſſion of it at the Foot of 


the Altar, and ſubmitted to the Penance W 
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him by the Biſhop. What cou'd be more truly great 
than this Humility ? Mean Souls perſiſt in the Defence 
of Injuries ; but thoſe that are truly heroick, whenever 
they have failed, through the Weakneſs of Humanity, 
make it their greateſt Glory to acknowledge, and do all 
in their Power to repair it. 

I yave always, ſaid Orephanes, conſidered this Action 
as the moſt noble Part of Th:oa:Jrus's Life, and that it 
merits everlaſting Praiſes. He ſeems to me more great 
after his Fault, than in his Innocence, becauſe it gave 
him an Opportunity of triamphing over that Vanity ſs 
common to all Men, but particularly to thoſe in Authority. 

Sr. Ambreſe, reſumed Urania, who was perfectly ac- 
quainted with the Humour of that Prince, to prevent 
his falling into the like Error, obliged him to make a 
Law, whereby the Execution of Death ſhould be defer- 
red till thirty Days after the Sentence was given, to the 
End the Emperor might have Time for Reflection, and 
to make Rage ſubmit to Clemency. : 

Tr1s Law was ſome Years after the Preſervation of 
the City and Inhabitants of Autioch; for they having 
rebelled againſt the Authority of the Emperor, and in 
the Inſolence of their Rage maſſacred all his Officers, 
and dragged through the Streets the Statue of the Em- 
preſs Placilla, whom he tenderly loved, he {were to 
puniſh them in the moſt unheard of manner ; to invent 
new kinds of Tortures for the People, and to lay their 
City in Aſhes ; and for this Purpoſe, went in Perſon at 
the Head of a puiſſant Army towards the Gates of this 
deyoted City, 

Bur being arrived within a few Hours Journey, an 
holy Hermit, called Maced:nius, preſented himſelf before 
him, and having ſet forth the Mercies of God, whole 
Vicegerent he was on Farth, he told him, that his Cle- 
mency ought to be no leſs to thoſe beneath him. The 
Emperor liſter ed to him, and remembring the Law St. 
Ambroſe had prevailed on him to make ; he ſuſpended 
his March, and ſaid, It is indeed true, that it wou'd 
be 1 and unjuſt in me to deſtroy the Images of 
God, for that of a Woman. And fortifying himſelf 
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in this Sentiment, within thirty 5 of his Judgment, 
he retracted it, was appeaſed, and ſpared both the Citi- 
zens and Inhabitants of Antroch. | | 

I'DBRCETVE, ſaid Felicia, that when a Peftſon'is great. 
ly addicted to Anger or Rage, call it by which Name 
you pleaſe, he onght to have the ſame Degree of Good- 
neſs with this 'Emperor, to be enabled to moderate it. 
Not but I muſt confeſs, the People both of Thealonia 
and Antioch merited very ſevere Puniſhments. 

Tux greater was their Offence, reply'd Julias the 
greater Opportunity had hdg to exerciſe that Hea- 
venly Attribute of forgiving : And if one may Judge of 
this Emperor's Sentiments, when not overſwayed by 
Paſſion, I believe he often wiſhed, he had ſhewn no 
more Nigour to The//alonia, than he afterwards did, 
through the Admonition of the Hermit, to the City of 
Anticch. 


As Julia had pronounced theſe Words, the News that 
Supper waited, obliged this agreeable Society to repair 
to the Hall, where they pafled the Remainder of the 
Evening in Converſation ſomething more gay than the 
Entertainments of the Day had been. — Love and Joy 
were now the Subject of their Diſcourſe ; and the Hours 
for Repoſe being arrived, they ſeparated, in the Hopes 
of paſimg the next Day in the ſame Manner they had 
done the preceding ones. 
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E Hour for going into the Ladies Apart- 
: ment was no ſooner arrived, than Eraf- 
mus went into that of Urania, to en- 
50 treat that ſhe wou'd engage the Com- 
e pany to paſs that Day with Florinda, 
n who had been indiſpoſed that Night, 
and was not in a Condition to quit her Chamber. This 
News alarmed Urania, and ſhe told Eraſmas, that ſhe 
was extremely ſorry that he had not ſent to wake her, 
to the end ſhe might have contributed, as much as was 
in her Power, for the Eaſe of that dear Friend. Bat 
Eraſmus reply'd, that her Indiſpoſition was not conſide- 
rable enough to give her that — and that it 
was only his own Tenderneſs, which making him fear 
the Air might be prejudicial to her, had exacted a Pro- 
miſe from her not to go out of her Chamber that Day. 

URANTA highly approved the Care of this tender 
Huſband, and giving him her Hand to paſs to Celemena's 
Apartwent, they met that Lady with the reſt of the 
Company coming towards them. 

As foon as this charming Society were informed 
of the Motive which wlth-held Florinda, they ran to 
her with an Impatience, that teſtified the Love and 

Eſteem 
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' Efteem they had for that deſerving Lady. Felicia be- 

ing attach'd to her, not only by Inclination, but by the 
neareſt Alliance, Era/mus being Brother to her dear 
Orophanes, had already prevented the Company; who 
found her with Florinda, accompanied by Thelamont, 
Orophanes, and Alphonſo. 

Wren Florinda ſaw them enter ſhe wou'd have roſe 
from the Sofa, on which ſhe lay half reclined ; but 
Urania obliging her to continue in the Poſture ſhe was 
in, we come here, ſaid ſhe, only to engage you to 
take that Repoſe which is neceſſary for you ; and to 
defire your Apartment may ſerve us this Day inſtead of 
the Library, the Hall and the Garden. 

How great ſoever the Plcaſure is I feel, (aid Florin- 
da, in having you always near me, I proteſt, I am very 
much aſhamed, that Era/mus has exacted his Proof of 
your Complaiſance. Give Truce to your Apologies and 
Compliments, interrupted Orophanes, and ſince your 
Inditpoſition is not violent enough to render our Pre- 
ſence incommodious; and as we can follow here, as well 
as any where elſe, the Law we have eſtabliſhed, let us 
begin a Converſation more improving, and more con- 
formable to the Friendſhip among us. 

Wirtn theſe Werds, he took upon him to place the 
Company, as he knew wou'd be agreeable ta their In- 
clinations, every Huſband by his Wife; and when they 
were ſeated, began, by a gay Turn of Wit, to oblige 
them to baniſh that Sadnefs their Apprehenſions for 
Florinda had ſeized them with. 

Wuen he had done ſpeaking, Celemena willing to 
improve upon his Humour of Gallantry, after looking 
ſmiling round the Room, I find, ſaid ſhe, Orophanes 
takes the ſame Conſideration for the abſent, as for the 
preſent, and has ſuffered none of the Company to take 
up the Places of the Lovers of Areliſe and Silviana. 
This Reflection, anſwered Thelamont, wou'd be a fine 
Criticiſm, if we were not perſuaded, that whatever 
you ſay, you ſecretly approve the Order in which Oro- 
phanes has ranged us. 
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Wirgovur deubt I do, cry'd ſhe, and wiſh that . 
cippe and Liſimond were here, to be Witneſſes of the 
charming Union that teigns here, and to follow ſo rare 
an Example. There is no need of that, ſaid Florinda ; 
their own Honour and Love, and the Perfections of 
their beautiful Ladies, will oblige them to conform to 
it. But, continued ſhe, Alcippe is unknown to us; and 
tho' I read in the Eyes of all the Company, that they 
believe with me, he is perfectly worthy of being dear 
to the beautiful Areliſe; methinks, we ought to be bet- 
ter acquainted with him. Florinda is in the right, added 
Jalia; and fince Arel;ſe has recounted to us tie Adven- 
tures of $//viana, it belongs to Silviana to make us know 
thofe of Areliſe. 

Fox my part, ſaid Camilla, with her accuſtomed Vi- 
vacity, I ſhall not eaſily excuſe being deprived of ſo 
much Pleaſure ; and that J may enjoy it fully, muſt 
make a kind of Contract with Sz iana, that there may 
be no Abridgements in a tiiftory which I fancy muſt 
be entertaining in all its Farticulars. They all laugh'd 
at this Expreſſion of the amiable Camilla; and Areliſe, 
willing to turn the Converſation, ſaid, There is nothing 
in my Life ſufficiently intereſting to be worthy of re- 
citing : All my Adventures being bounded in confeſſing, 
that Aleippe is the Name of him made choice on by my 
Family, to be my Husband. | 

My dearz4reti/c, cry'd Silviana, you ought not to 
expect I ſhould be more diſcreet than yourſelf ; and 


tho' I know, that in the Recital defired of me, there is 


nothing conſiderable enough to form a Hiſtory, ſuch as 
the beautiful Camilla wiſhes to hear; yet I will not 
deny, but there are Paſſages, which, for their Singu- 
larity, are worthy of being recounted. And fince I 
have an Opportunity of revenging myſelf for the Repe- 
tition you made of my Weakneſs to this Company, you 
muſt not imagine I ſhall negle& it. Know then, con- 
_ ſhe, without giving the other time to reply, 
dhat, 
Tux Father of Areliſe is called Armond; he is 
of the ancient Nobility, very rich, and every way 

| | worthy 
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worthy of his Birth and Treaſures. He had no other 
Child than Areli/e, by a Marriage which he con:ri&ed 
with a Maid of Quality, who died ſoon after the Birth 
of her Daughter. Amond, who wou'd never enter into 
a ſecond Engagement, gave all his Cares to the Educa- 
tion of this young Beauiy ; following the Cuitom of 
thoſe of his Condition. He put her into a Convent 
for the firſt Years of her Life ; not but he had a Siſter 
in whom he might have confided; Merine, being a La- 
dy of unſpotted Vertue, and diſtinguiſh'd Merit ; but 
ſhe was at that Time at a great Diſtance from Paris, and 
he could not reſolve to ſend this Darling of his Heart 
ſo far from him. 

SHE was no ſooner arrived at thoſe Years, in which 
Reaſon begins to ſhew itſelf, than her Inclinanion began 
to turn entirely on the Study of the Sciences; in which 
ſhe made a Progreſs very ſurprizing for one of her Sex. 
We all are ſenſible, Knowledge is not to be acquired 
amidſt the Noiſe and Hurry of the Werid ; and the 
great Deſire Areliſe had to become a perfect Miſtreſs of 

all ſhe had, what they call, a ſmattering of, made her 
extremely pleaſed with a Retirement, which ſo much 
fivour'd her Acquiſition. Her Father made her the 
Offer of removing ſeveral Times, but in vain ; and he 
began to fear, ſhe was too much in Love with Solitude 
to be prevail'd with to quit it at all. Merina was now 
return'd to Paris, was a Widow, and entirely Miſtreſs 
of herſelf. She deſired nothing more than to have the 
young Areliſe with her; but ſhe {till preferr'd her dar- 
ling Cloifter, to all the Enjoyments of Life. This 
made all her Friends imagine that ſhe was one of thoſe 
who we may call Enthuſiaſts ; and who ſuppoſe there 
is no Security for a better Life, but by going through 
the moſt ſevere Mortification and Self denial in this, 

Bur greliſe being in her ſifteenth Year, and aſſuring 

them, ſhe had no Inclination for a Religious Life, — 
only deſired to ſtay in the Convent till the had attained 
a more perfect Knowledge of what {he had been learn- 
ing, they conſented to it. 
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ME RINA viſited her often, and I accompanied he- 
wherever ſhe went, having been bred under the Care of 
that Lady from the Death ef my Mother, which hap. 
pened in my Infancy. Are/iſe was pleaſed to think, I 
had ſomething in me worthy of her Friendſhip, and I 
conceived the moſt tender one for her ; which, tar from 
diminiſhing by any of thoſe little Piques, that often 
happen between Perſons of our Age and Sex, grew the 
more confirmed, the longer we were acquainted ; and [ 
regretted nothing, but that her Paſſion for Study wou'd 
not permit me to enjoy, ſo often as I deſired, the Hap- 
pineſs of her Company. | | 

ARMOND looked on her with the extremeſt Plea- 
ſure = She was his only Child, young, rich, beau- 
tiful, and learned, and in every thing ſuch as might 
make him hope, ſhe wou'd add Honour to his Family, 
by an illuſtrious Match. 

THress Sentiments made him reſolve to chuſe a Huſ- 
band for her. There were already many who ſeemed 
ambitious of that Title; her Birth, Beauty, Wealth, 
and the Fame of her Perfections, attracted every Day 
ſome new Pretender. A mond liſtened to their Offers 

but the ancient Friendſhip between him and a Gentle- 
man named Celion, influenced him beyond all that cou'd 
be ſaid to him in Favour of any other. 

CELION was of a Condition egual to his own, and 
had only one Son, who, after having received ſuck Edu- 
cation, as young Noblemen ordinarily have, was gone 
on his Travels. Armond knew, that the young Celion 
had in his Perſon and Mind, all the Requiſites to pleaſe; 
he therefore heſitated not long, but without any Cere- 


mony, diſcovered his Defign to his old Friend ; who, 


charmed with the Thought of uniting his Family with 
that of a Perſon ſo dear to him, accepted his Propofal 
with an Infinity of Joy ; and that Moment wrote to his 
Son, to put an End to his Travels, and haſten Home 
to receive a Wife from his Hand, who had all the Per- 
fections of her Sex. | 

THe Affair was no ſooner agreed between them, 


than Arnerd went to the Convent, and declared to 
| | Areliſe 
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Areliſe what he had done for her, and withal told 
her, ſhe muſt now leave the Convent, to accuſtom 
herſelf a little to the Air and B-haviour of the great 
World. 

ARELISE, who, tho' ſhe wanted not Vivacity, ha 
from her moſt tender Years an incomparable Solidity of 
Judgment, cou'd not think, without Pain, on being 
married to a Man, whoſe Perſon and Charatter wers 
unknown to her. She locked on a Hymen, who preſent :4 
himſelf to her in that Faſhion, only as the Fore-runner 
of innumerable IIls: And after having pauſed a while, 
told her Father, that ſhe was ready to obey his Com- 
mands, in quitting the Convent, or any thing elſe in 
ker Power; but intreated, he would not be too haſty in 
diſpoſing of her for ever — She ſaid, it was neceſſary 
to know, if the Perſon he had made choice of, might 


think her worthy his Affections, and that ſhe might be 


able to gueſs, whether there was any thing of that 
Sympathy between them, which can only unite Hearts: 
And then painted out to him, in the moſt lively Co- 
lours, the unhappy State of two Perſons whoſe Hands 
are joined only by the Will of their Parents, and have 
for each other no more than a cold Indifference. 

ARMOND was charm'd with her good Reaſoning ; 
but as he thought young Celion was worthy of every 
thing, he did not ſeem much to reliſh the Scruples the 
raiſed concerning him ; and having told her, that his 
Word was paſs'd, and that ſhe muſt expect he wou'd 
perform it, as ſoon as Celion ſhou'd arrive, quitted her, 
with a Command to prepare for her Departure from the 
Convent the next Day. 

In fine, Merina, to whom Atmen had communicated 
his Intentions, went the following Day to the Convent, 
and brought her to her owu Houſe, where ſhe was to 
remain till her Marriage. 1 
Iwirr not go about to expreſs the Pleaſure we had 
in being together, nor the Praiſes her Wit and Beauty: 
exacted from as many as ſaw her; the Knowledge you 
have of the perfect Friendſhip between us will ſuficiently 
inform you of the one, and 7 will ſpare her Alodeſty on 
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the other Article ; deſigning to be more free with it in 
Things of greater Importance. Old Celion was inchant:. 
ed with her Perſon and Behaviour, and made Love for 
his Son, in ſo agreeable a Manner, that I, a thouſand 
times, have been ſurprized at the ill Humour Areli/e 
always appeared in, when he entertained her on that 
Subject: But ſhe had taken ſo ſtrong an Averſion to this 
Engagement, that it threw her into a Melanchely, 
Which made us tremble for her Health. 

ME RINA, who had never ſeen the young Celion, 
cou'd not intirely blame the Fears of Areliſe Br find- 
ing him not amiable. However, ſhe laboured all ſhe 
cou'd to conquer this Repugnance in her, but in vain. 
Areliſe diicover'd to me all her Sentiments, and in- 
ee ſſan ly entertained me with the Grief ſhe was in, on 
reflecting that ſhe muſt paſs all at once from a Life hap- 
py and tranquil, into the Arms of a Man ſhe knew not, 
ccu'd never love, and, perhaps, might be as little be- 
loved by. | 

WuHiLz ſhe was taken upwith theſe perplexing Ideas, 
old Ce/ion received an Anſwer from his Son; in which 
he toid him, he wou'd prepare to. obey him ; but that 
the Marriage he had mentioned, in His Opinion, de- 
manded more ſerious Reflections — and that he hoped, 
he wou'd not make uſe of his Authority, to inforce his 
Inclinations in a Matter of ſuch Moment. 

Tris Letter was not communicated but to the Fa- 
ther of Are/i/e and Merina; the latter, however, think- 
ing it wou'd alleviate her Afflictions to hear the Marri- 
age might not be ſoon folemnized, as ſhe had feared, by 
reaſon young Celion teſtified as little Impatience for it 
as herſclf, made no Secret of it to her. 

ARELISE was, indeed, extremely pleaſed at this 
| News ; but at the ſame time conceived a greater Aver- 

ſion than ever for her intended Spouſe : She imagined, 
that he had ſomewhere ſeen her, before he went to tra- 
vel, and that it was his Diſlike of her Perſon, rather 
than this Indifference for Marriage in general, that had 
made him expreſs himſelf in that manner ; and this 


Thought gave fo poignant an Alarm to her Pride, go 
6 
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fie reſolved to make uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to break 
this Engagement before his Arrival. | 
Some Days after this Letter, an Affair of very great 
Importance, relating to Merina's Eſtate, obliged hea ro 
twenty Leagues from Paris. As ſhe cou'd not diſ- 
penſe with this Journey, ſhe defired Armed to permit 
his Daughter to accompany her, as Celion cou'd not be 
expected till after the Lime ſhe propoſed to ſtay in the 
Country ; telling him, ſhe hoped, the Diverſſons ſhe 
wou'd find in that Place, wou'd reſtore her Health, al- 
leviate her Sadneſs, and perhaps zender her more ſub- 
miſſive to his Will at her Return. | 
ARMOND, to whom the Melancholy of his Dauzh- 
ter began to be a little difpleafing, and who was refol- 
ved not to Change his Reſolution as to her Marriage, 
conſented to the ond of his Siſter ; and we all three 
left Paris in a Situation of Mind perfectly agreeable 1 
Arelije, becauſe ſhe ſhou'd now be eaſed of the Vexa- 
tion it gave her to hear the Name of Ce/ionu ; mylelf, 
becauſe the Change of Place, and Variety of Comp3ny 
was conformable to my Humour; and Merina, becauſe 
of the Pleaſure ſhe procured us. | 
Tux News of her Arrival at her Country- Seat was 
no ſooner ſpread abroad, than all the neighbouring No- 
bility and Country came to viſit her : Among the Num- 
ber of the latter, was a Gentleman, whom ſhe had 
known a long Time, and greatly eſteemed. He had a 
Son lately returned from the Army, whom he preſented 
to us, and a Friend of his, named Alci;pe, of whom 
he gave the liigheſt Character. 
hour there needed not much Eloquence to perſuade 
us of his Merit; Alcippe is one of thoſe Perſons, who: 
at firſt Sight prejudice the Heart with a ſecret Eſteem 
There is ſomewhat in his Face, his Shape, and Air, 
which is not to be deſcribed ; and tho' he has the 
fineſt Features, the beſt-turn'd Limbs, and moſt grace- 
ful Mien, that out of this Aſſembly was ever ſeen, yer 
his Behaviour is more ſtriking than them all. With 
all this, he is extremely learned, without affecting to 
appear ſo— has a ſ parkling Genius, and a manner of 
| G Addreſs, 
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Addr-{s, which engages your Attention to what he tz 
about to ſay, before he utters it. | 

Tus Alcippe, ſuch as I have painted him, attracted 
all our Eyes l was charmed wirh him — 
As for 4;elije, ſhe was unable, while he was in the 
Rocm, to look on any other Object — her Heart 
at once confels'd his Power of pleaſing, and grew more - 
rebellious than ever againſt the Inclination her Father 
vwiin'e ſhe hou'd be inſpired with. But if the beau- 
tiful Aeliſe was ſo ſenſible of the Merit of Alcippe, Al- 
ite Was no leſs ſtruck with the Charms of A-eliſe, 
Her Beauty ſurprized him, her Wit turned him 
all to Admiration ; and three Hours Converſation ſerv- 
cd to fix in his Mind the moſt violent Paſſion that ever 
was. As I was intirely free from any Agitations of 
my own at that time, I had leiſure to obſerve theirs, 
and uas immediately Miſtreſs of the Secrets of both 
their Hearts. | 

Inis Viſit was followed by feveral others cn the Part 
of A.cippe, who having been once introduced, did not 
always wait for his Friend, to give himſelf the Satiſ- 
faction of coming to our Houſe. Merina, as well for 
his own Merit, as for having been recommended by the 
old Gentleman, always received him with the greateſt 
Marks of Civility and Eſteem. However, tho' the Paſ- 
ſion of A cippe was as great as cou'd be conceived by any 
Heart, he forbore giving any Teſtimonies of it but by 
his Eyes: And when I prefied Areliſe to let me know 
her Sentiments concerning this charming Stranger, ſhe 
o ly ſaid, I wiſh the Perſon they wou'd have me marry 
had the fame Merit. Nor cou'd I ever draw any far. 
ther Confeſſion from her Mouth. | 

MERIN 1's Affairs detained her longer than ſhe ha 
expected ; we had already paſs'd a Month there, and 
they were not terminated. Are/i/e rejoiced at this De- 
lay; and the Diverſion I took in beholding theſe 
Lovers, who, in ſpite of themſelves, diſcovered every 
Moment a mutual Flame, hindeaed me from being 
forry, | 
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Tur were now become intimate Acquaintance, not 
a Day paſs'd without his entertaining us either at Home. 
or in a fine Walk near the Houſe ; they found every 
Moment ſome new Charm to encreafe the Paſſion they 
had for each other; and yet all this without ſpeakiny 
one Word, but ſuch as Perſons the leaſt intereſted — 
have uttcred. | 

As Areliſe has ſince confeſs'd, ſhe was not a little per- 
plexed, that ſhe knew no more of this Charmer of her 
Soul. than that he was a Man of Condition ; and won- 
dered, that in ail the Diſcourſe he eatertained her with, 


ke never mentioned one Word of his Family. But my, 


Curiofity was more alert, tho* my Concern was leſs; 
and one Day being alone with the old Gentlzman, wlio 
had firſt brought him acquainted with us, I encreated 
him to inform me of all he knew of Alcippe. 

Mapam, anſwered he, the Secrets of our Friends arg 

no Part of our Property: Nor can we diſpoſe of them 
without a Crime. Forgive me therefore, that I declars 
not that of Alcippe all that is permitted me to re- 
veal is, that he is a Man of Quality, that he is with 
me, unknown to his Family, who imagine him at a 
much greater Diſtance - 
Importance te him, compels him to behave in this 
manner; and as J am intimate with his. Father, I ſhall 
very _ take a Journey to Paris, in order to pres 
pare the Way for the good Reception of Alcippe. 

Tuts Diſcourſe, inftead of ſatisfying, made me yet 
more unquiet ; I cou'd not imagine what Intrigue, diſ- 
agreeable to the Family of Alcippe, ſhou'd make him 
ſtand in need of a Mediator, and cou'd think on no- 
thing, but that he was privately married to a Perſon he 
eou'd not hope they wou'd approve I trembled 
now for Areliſe, yet cou'd not avoid communicating my 
Suſpicions to her. She was greatly aſtoniſh'd, and a vi- 
hible Trouble over-ſpread her Face, while I was talking 
to her ; I know not, how far this might have obliged 
her to own her ſecret Inclinations to me, had not an 
Accident, then undream'd of, render'd that Confidence 


unneceſſary, 
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"Trax next Day after we had this Converfation, 4 
cifge came to viſit us as uſual, and finding nobody in the 
Parlour, but Zreliſe and myſelf, he threw himſelf, the 
Moment of his Entrance, at the Feet of Areli/e ; and 
looking on her with an Air of mingled Tenderneſs and 
Deſpair, Merixa, ſaid he, has juſt now told me News, 
vi hich is the Sentence of my Death They wou'd 
marry you, Oh beautiful 4refiſe ! and the unfortunate 
;rippe mult never fee you in the fineſt City in the 
World, but in the Arms of a Huſband, 

Fox, in fine, continued he, without giving her time 

to interrupt him, I can no longer conceal from you, 
that | adore you; and ſince in loſing you, I am afſurel 
J loſe my Life, I cannot leave the Wo:ld without 
letting you know the Paſſton you have inſpired me 
with. 
AREL[SE was ſo much ſurprized at this Declara- 
tion, that ſhe had not Power to reply to it for a confi- 
ecr:ible time; but at length recollecting herſelf, Since, 
ſ-id the, you have been told of the Engagements I am 
un..cr, you ought to have ſpar'd a Confeſſion, which I 
can look on as no other than as a double Aﬀront 
Ay Virgin-ſtate demands a Behaviour more reſpectful 
and leſs preſuming ; and the State, which you ſay I am 
about to enter into, fhou'd, methinks, have obliged 
you to an eternal Silence. 

T e3yrzcred a no leſs cruel] Anſwer, reſumed Aciſ pe. 
with an Agony which no falſe Love cou'd counterfeit: 
J came not hither in the Hope you wou'd approve my 
Flume, which, but for the dreadful Shock it has juſt 
now received from the Month of Merina, ſhou'd not 
have been reveal'd to you, but by thoſe who have the 
Power of diſpoſing you butin the Certainty of 
lofing you, nothing is left for me to wiſh or fear ; and 
5 only Favour 1 implore, is Permiſſion to die at your 

eet | ; 

Love, Grief, and Confuſion, were ſo truly imprint- 
ed on his Face, and he appeared ſo full of Charms 
in this pity-moving State, that Areliſe muſt have been 


much leis prepoſſciſed than ſhe was in his Favour, not 
| ty 
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to be touch'd with what he ſaid. Alas ! ſil ſhe, you 
are not unhappy alone, I follow not the Dictates of my” 
Duty, but with the moſt painful Reluctance 
I know not him who is deſtin'd to be my Huſband, L 
have never ſeen him, and Love has not the leaſt Part: 
in my Engagement | 

Ou Heaven! cry'd Alcippe, what a Conformity there 
is between our Fates! I am not here, but to avoid en- 
tering into an Engagement my Father has formed for 
me, without conſulting my Heart I never ſaw: 
the Lady they wou'd have me marry ;: I have not yet 
ſo much as heard her Name nor was it the 
Impreſſion of any other Charms, which rendered this 
Union diſagreeable I lived without any Attach-- 
ment till 1 ſaw your Beauties, but the ſole Reg ret L 
found in myſelf, to paſs my whole Life with a Perſon 
wholly unknown to me, till the Moment I was to give 
my Hand ——— Burt now, continued he, now judge 
how odious muſt be thoſe Appreh nſions, when I have 
ſcen, convers'd, and'fill'd wy. Heart with the moſt ado- 
rable Object in the World No, added he with. 
Tranſport, no Celion, never hope, that your Son, una- 
ble to poſſeſs the incomparable Areliſe, will ever give 
himſelf to another. 

Goop Ged! cry'd we both out at the ſame Time, 
What fay you, Acippe? What! added Areliſe, with 
an Aſtoniſhment which nothing cou'd equal, is Acippe 
the Son of Celion ? 

VES Midam, reply'd he, with a trembling Voice, 
not knowing to what Cauſe to attribute our Surprize, 
Is Celion of your Acquaintance? Ah]! my dear Aicip- 
de, reſumed the, giving him her Hand, I cn now., 
8 a Crime, confets tis only you I can be made to- 
ove | 
TugsE Words, fo little expected, and ſo fulli of 
Tenderneſs, made the tranſported A ippe immediately 
conceive the Truth: And kiſſing a thouſand times. 
the Hand the had ſtretched out to-him, Cn it be pot- 
ſible, my. charming Are/iſe, ſaid he, that you are the. 
Oby,R,, 1 believed ſo injurious to my Wilkes ?: And. 
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am TI the happy Man, to whom they wou'd ſacrifice 

you ? | | 
ARELISE was too much taken up with Joy and 
Wonder to be able to ſpeak ; and I was obliged to 
inform Acippe of all I have been recounting to you, 
He afterwards told us, that he had no ſooner 1eceived 
the Letter from his Father, than he took Poſt, and 
came directly to the Houſe of that Gentleman, with 
whom we ſaw him firſt, in Hope that old Friend might 
prevail on Ce/zou not to precipitate a Marriage, for 
which he had not the leaſt Inclination, and to permit 
him to live withzut any Engagement of that kind, till 
Love, and the Character of the Perſon he ſhou'd marry, 
had given the neccifary Preparations to his Heart. 
ALCIPPE finiſh d his Recital juſt as Merina entered 
the Rocm with the Gentleman he had been ſpeaking of. 
The Situation they fund us in, extremely ſurprized 
them; Aeli e, win at this Accident cou'd not reſtrain 
Tears of Joy and Tenderneſs from falling from her 
Eyes, had a Handkerchief before her Face. Alcipps 
was embracing her Knees, and kiſſing her Hands, with 
2!) the Demonſtrations of an unutterabl: and immo- 
derate Extaſy; myſelf, wich the Remains of a pleaſed 
Alton ſhment on my Face, a ſilent Witnels of their mu- 
tual 'I ranſports. This Scene altogether appeared ſo 
firange to both the Spectatore, that they ſtood for ſume 
Mements contemplating it without ſpeaking; at Jait, 
Si/uiana ! ſaid Merina to me, what has happened? The 
moit u cxp cted and meſt charming of all the Adven- 
tu1es in the Werd, Madam, aniwer'd I. Theſe Words 
making Alcigpe and .Jreliſe turn their Eyes that Way, 
they both rote ſuddenly from the Poſture they were in, 
Alcippe ran lihe a Man quite be de himſelf to his Friend, 
and caught hlia in Eis Arms, where he held him in the 
meſt ilrenuous Embrace, without having the Power of 
uttzring one Word ; tho' none that ever liv'd expreiled 
Þimic!t with more Eaſe, or a better Grace on any other 
Occaſien. And Areliſe withdrew to the Cloſet, to con- 
ceal che Emotions with which fhe was agitated ; So that 
there 
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there remained only myſelf to explain to Merina the 
Motives of what ſhe ſaw. | 

I cave her as exact an Account as was poſlible in a 
few Words, being willing to put an End to the Pain an 
unſatisfy*'d Curioſity muit give her; and alſo to leave 
to the Lovers the Pleaſure of acquainting her with the 
Particulars. Never was a Joy more perfect and ſincere, 
than what this virtuous Lady felt at being informed 
of this Adventure. She embraced Alcippe a thouſands 
Times, and as often bleſſed the Moment in which ſhe. 
came into the Country. The old Gentleman was no 
leſs charmed, and congratulated his Friend in Terms, 
which teſtified how dear his Happineſs was to him : Af- 
ter this, W. ran all together to the Cabinet of Areliſe, 
who cou'd not ſec us without being covered with Bluſh- 
es; but the worthy Merina having convinced her of 
the Contentment this Diſcovery had given her, nothing, 
now was talked of, but the unforeſeen Ways by which 
Providence conducts to Happineſs, thoſe whom it vouch- 
ſafes to favour. | 

MERINA wrote immediately to her Brother, an 
incloſed a Letter Alcippe wrote to him, and another to 
Celion : And. you may judge of the Satisfaction theſe 
two Friends felt, in having every thing fall out ſo much 
to their Wiſh. Merina, who wou'd not be the Cauſe 
of delaying Nuptials ſo much long'd for by all Parties, 
left the Care of her Affairs to a Friend, and ſet. out with: 
us for Paris, where we arrived with Sentiments very 
different from thoſe with which we had left it. 

Our Lovers, equally charmed one with the other, 
ard growing every Pay more dear, wait:d for the Ce- 
lebration of thoſe Rites, which ſhould unite them for: 
ever, with a viſible Impatience on one Side, and per- 
haps a ſecret Propenſity on the other; hen the Fa- 
ther cf Areliſe was ſeiz'd With a violent Fever, which 
deprived her of him in three Days. His Death gave 
a ſad Interval to their Delights and Expectations: 
Not all the Paſſion Areliſe was poſſeſſed of, cou'd 
tranſport her to violate the Decorum ſhe owed to the 
Memory of ſo dear a Parent; and ſha told Alcippe, he: 

G 0 mult. 
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muſt not hope, ſhe wou'd fulfil her Engagement with 
him, till the full Time of her Mourning was expired: 
And tho' he looked on this Delay as the ſevereſt Morti- 
fication cou'u have befallen him, he was too ſubmiſſive 
not to conform to it. This Year has ſerved to make 
them know each other yet better; and to cement their 
Hearts more firmly by the Conſtancy, the Aſſiduity and 
the Tenderneſs of both their Behaviours. It has now 
been expired three Weeks; but Marina being abſent, 
Alcippe and Lifmondare gone to her, in order to entreat 
her Return, and to prevail on her, that both the Nup- 
tials may be celebrated the ſame Day. 

SI. VL MA having ceaſed ſpeaking, all the Company 
manifeſted the Pleaſure they took — Recital ſne had 
given them. Urania, ans] her Friends, tenderly em- 
braced Aeliſe, and congratulated her on. her. approach- 
ing Felicity; and that beautiful Lady, in returning 
their Careſies, loſt the Confuſion ſhe had been in during 
the Diſcourle of Silviana. We ſhou'd have been ex- 
tremely ſorry, ſaid Thelamont, to have been deprived. 
of the Pleaſure this little Hiſtory has afforded. us; and 
the Intereſt Urania and all of us take in what concerns 
y or, deſerves this Mark of your Confidence. 

I a5sURE, you, anſwer'd, ſhe ſmiling, I intended to. 
have defired Celemt na to inform you of, all this after my 
Departure; tho? I cou'd not reſolve to conſent. to it, 
while I was preſent; and Silviana has been guilty of a 
kind of Treaſon to me in doing it, which 1 ſhall not 
very eaſily forgive. 

VE mult all take her Part againſt you, ſaid Or/ames, 
havin, only done. it in compliance with. our Requeſt, 
and to guguient that perfect Etteem you have. infpired 
us w.ti Tre Dilcovery of Alcippe, inte:rupted Ca- 
milla, is very ingalar and delightful; and I cou'd not 
help wiking it might happen ſo, all the time Si/viana 
Was peatzing. 

Yours, with your dear 7/phonfira, anfwer'd Flor inda, 
wis nt leſs intere tiny; and I tim perivaded, that of 
Alcigãgc hrou hi it ito your Mind more than one. + o- 

| -- chin: 
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thing is more certain, added Eraſmus, the Looks they- 
eaſt on one another, while 8:/viana was relating that 
Part of the Story, leave us no room to doubt it. 

Tu is Raillery was for ſome time the Subject of their 
Converſation, till being told Dinner was ready, Urania 
ordered it ſhou'd be brought into Florinda's Apartment. 
As this amiable Society never entertamed each other 
with any Diſcourſe, but on general Matters before the 
Servants, the Table was no ſooner taken away, than. 
Celemena began to ſpeak in this manner. | 

Tuo' I were enjoined Silence as a Penance; ſaid ſhe, 
I cou'd not keep myſelf from praifing the Faſhion in. 
which we live here, nor from remarking to Sz/viane. 
and A-e/i/e one Thing, which is to me the moſt agreea« 
ble of all. It is, continued ſhe, that every thing reci- 
ted here is accompanied with, the Charms of Navelty ; 
and tho' one has heard the ſame Stories never ſo often, 
they are told in ſuch a manner, as to perſuade one that 
one knew nothing of them before. 

NoTHinG can be a greater Compliment to us than 
_ this Remark, reply'd Urania ; and we ought to think 

ourſelves very happy, if in the Time you have honoured 
us with your Preſence, you have found no Reaſon to re- 
pent your Goodneſs. | | | 

As for my Part, ſaid Camilla, with the moſt charmin 
Sprightlineſs, F am not among the Number of thoſe to 
whom this Praiſe is addreſſed. I liſten with Pleaſure to 
all I hear faid, and endeavour-to improve by it; but 
freely confeſs, I have not a Fund of Reading ſufficient 
to enatble me to be one of the Speakers. 

GREAT Reading, anſwered A4/phon/o, does not always 
furniſh out Diſcourſes, ſuch as Celemena means. I be- 
lieve, a Man who contents himſelf with reporting Facts 
juſt as he has found them, will give but a dull Entertain- 
ment to his Hearers; and if they iwell to any Length, 
rather fatigue than pleaſe. 

THis is a Truth, which every Day gives us ſame 
Rxperier.ce of, {aid Tela ont; it is not by the much 
Reading, but tie good Ule of it, that we can render 
it cither profitable to ourſelves, or agreeable to others. 
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All Men, who apply themſelves to Study, and hope tw 
draw any Advantage. from their Labours, ſhou'd make 
choice of the beſt Authors, read them with Attention, 
and many times over ;. then reflet and meditate on 
what they have read ; and when they have made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the whole, range each different Sub- 
ject apart in the Memory, to avoid the Confuſion of 
mingled Ideas. This Method, with the Help of a good 
Genius, for without that nothing can ſucceed, will 
without jall queſtion, render every thing they ſay, or 
write, capable of doing Service to the World, and Ho- 
nour to. themſclves. | | 

A coop Painter f-tches his Colours from every Quar- 
ter of the World; he grinds them fine; he firſt ſepa- 
rates, then mingles them; gives them the Shadows. 
proper to expreſs the Subject he has form'd in his Idea; 
and then takes his Pencil, and falls to work. Art is ſo 
well ſeconded by his happy Genius, that he paints the 
very Mind and Sentiments, as well as Features ; gives 
a Soul to every Figure; and makes the Piece fo lively 
and ſo perfect, that it becomes the Admiration of all 
Apes, ENF | | 
1 15 thus a Man of Wit ſhou'd do with Matters on: 
which he wou'd ſpeak or write. Reading ſhou'd fur- 
niſh him with Subject, Education with Words, and In- 
vention with an agreeable Variety ; and even the Paſ- 
ſions muſt not be left out, becauſe they ſerve to illuftrate- 
and give a Force and Energy to his Diſcourſe, 

Some People imagine, that to repeat what has been 
well ſaid by another, is ſufficient to pleaſe ; and ſo it 
is to thoſe unacquainted with it before; but to others, 
he will appear no better than à Plagiary It is the 
Art of giving a different Turn to the ſame Story, add- 
ing ſuch Particulars, as may reaſonably be ſappoſcd to 
have happened, and diminiſhing fuch as ſerve neither 
to amuſe, nor inſtruft ——-and diverſify ing the Manner, 
tho' ſtil] adhering ſtrictly to the Truth, that muſt make 
one liſten with any Pleaſure or Attention, to an Adven- 
ture one has already been acquainted with, 
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Evikr thing has been treated on, but the different 
Ways of treating the ſame Subject are exhauſtleſs. A 
Man, who makes the right Uſe of his Reading, will 
improve on every thing ; form new Maxims and Pre- 
cepts on the Maxims and Precepts of others; and by 
ingrafting his own Cions on the Trees of the Ancients, 
give the Field of Learning a new and more beaptifub 

Profpea 3 whence he, at any time, may gather Orna- 
ments for his Diſcourſe. 5 

TH1s Inſtruction, ſaid Orſames, is as uſeful as agree- 
able, eſpecially from the Mouth of a Perſon, whoſe own 
Converſation is a Proof of what he ſays. Tis true, 
added Eraſmus, that if every one read in the manner 
Thelamont directs, the Mind wou'd be more embelliſhed, 
the · Memory leſs charged, and the, Productions more 
agr.e.ble. Tis eaſy to ſee, interrupted Julia, that 
Thelamont has practiſed himſelf, this admirable Leſſon 
he gives to others. 

OROQPHANES finding they were preparing to make 
the Modeſty of his Friend ſuffer by their Praiſes, hin- 
dered Julia from proceeding, by telling the Company, 
that ſince they cou'd not walk, they ought at leaſt not 
to deny themſelves the Proſpect of the Terraſs, ſince 
that Apartment had the full Command of it; and Flo- 
rinda had aſſured them, it wou'd be no way incommo-. 
dious to her. On which they opened the Doors of a 
large Balcony that overlook'd the Gardens and the Ri- 
ver beyond them: At the Sight of this laſt Object, Ca- 
milla cry'd out with a more than ordinary Vivacity, I 
cannot comprehend, why that Element, that is ſo vaſt, 
ſo rich, and fo formidable, has not its Monarchs as well. 
as the Land; and why Men have not endeavoured ta, 
appropriate the Seas, as they do the Kingdoms and So- 
vereignties. 

Tuis Reflection of Camilla's made all the Com- 
pany laugh, but Alpbonſo, who very well knew, 
that his amiable Spoute had not made it without De- 
fign. "The Sea, anſwered he, is common to all Men 3. 
the Art of Navigation having given Birth to Com- 


merce, by the Means of which ſeveral Kingdoms and 
: Republicks,, 
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Republicks, the leaſt conſiderable in their Origins, have 
become, in Proceſs of Time, ſtrong enough to cope with 
the moſt opulent Monarchs, and often to overcome 
them. In fine, my dear Camilla, to anſwer to your 
Queſtion, one muſt ſay, the Empire of the Sea always 
appertains to the moſt powerful on that Element. 

Ir is true, ſaid Thelamont, that maritime Forces are 
the beſt Security of a State; and whoever is Maſter of 
the Sea may, without much Difliculty, become ſo of 
the Land. It is therefore neceſſary for Sovereign Prin- 
ces to keep up a Naval Strength, ſufficient to deter their 
Enemies from a. too near Approach. Ambition too, as 
well as Safety, methinks, thou'd prompt all Monarchs 
to propagate their Power this way: What great Things 
may be brought about by a powerful Fleet, very early 
Experience informs us. We need but look back, and 
ſee to what a Height of Grandeur the Greeks arrived, 
merely by the Help of their Marines. 

Beroke them, added Orophanes, the Mriaus, the 
Indians, the Perfians, and the Egyptians, attributed to 
themſelves the Empire of the Sea; and ſince, the Car- 
thaginians, the Remans, and. ſeveral leiſer States. 

Yes, refumed. Thr/amont, all theſe People have pre- 
tended to appropriate this Sovereignty, according as 
they found themſelves more ſtrong by Sea than their 
Neighbours. ut L think the Greeks boaſt of a Title 
more authentick, tho' leſs eſſential, which is the Right 
of Inheritance and Elderſhip. They ſay that Neptune, 
a Grecian, firſt invented the Art of Navigation; and 
that King Saturn, his Father, gave him the Command 
of his Naval Forces, in which Polt he acquitted himtelt 
with, ſuch Glory, that Poſterity built Temples to his 
Name, erected Altars, and ſacrificed to him, regarding 
him as the God of the Sea; and that Minos, his Ne- 
phew, the Son of Jupiter, who was the Brother of 
Nepiune, by Right of Succeſſion, as well as by the 
great, Things he did, after him was in Poſſeſſion of tie 
DOVETEL2TLY., 

However that be, it is certain, that the Syri- 
au, the En, the Rhadians, thoſe of Cyprus, _ 

| . 
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of Phenicia, have paſſed for the moſt valiant, and moſt 
experienced in the Art of Navigation ; they extended 
their Commerce into the fartheſt Parts of fa, and into 
Africk and Europe, where they eftabliſhed Colonies, and 
founded great Cities ; ſome of which are remaining to 
this Day. As to what regards the Greeks, it is proved 
by Thucydides and Libanius, that the Corinthians were 
the firſt among them that had Veſſels fit for War ;- that 
Aminocles of Corinth built four for the Samians and 
that the firſt Naval Fight in the Grecian Seas, was be- 
twixt thoſe of Samos and the Corcyrians. But that which 
may convince us, how weak they were on the Sea, in 
their beginning to cultivate the Art of Navigation, is, 
that when the Athenians gave Battle to the AZginetes, 
they cou'd ſend out no more than fifty Gallies, of three 
Oars a-piece ; and that this Republick had then no 
other Port but that of Phalerum, which was very ſmall, 
- every way incommodious for the coming in or out 
of Ships. | 

Ir > perhaps from this little Port, interrupted 
Eraſmus, that Theſeus went to Crete, in order to ſatisfy 
the Revenge that Minas had vowed for the Death of his 
Son Androgens. 1 l 

Arp it was here alſo, reſumed Thelamont, that Me- 
reſthenes ſpread his Sails to conduct the Grecian Army 
againſt Troy, that famous War ſo much boaſted of and 
illuſtrated by the Poets. But in fine, the Forces of the 
Athenians. by Sea, their Ports, their Arſenals, were 
then of little Confideration ; nor become of much more 
till the Time of Themiftoeles, who, expecting the Re- 
turn of the Perffant, their implacable Enemies, per- 
ſuaded them to deſtroy the Pirea; which was a Place 
of no other Uſe than for the Publick Council to aſ- 
ſemble in, and convert it into a large Port, which 
_— contain a great Number of Vetfels, with Arſe- 
nals at hand, furniſhed with every thing neceſſaryu to 
equip them for an Expedition. This Propoſal being 
readily aſſented to, this great Themiſtocles, for the 
better Succeſs of his Deſign, engaged the Athenians . 


to make all Strangers free, and to give the ſame Privi- 
vileges 
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vileges the ancient Inhabitants enjoyed, to all thoſe who 
aided the Repablick with their Labour or their Sub- 
ſtance, for the advancing and bringing to Perfection this 
uſeful Undertaking. | 
Tuts Decree was no ſooner made publick, than a 
vaſt Concourſe of People flock'd to 4thens from all. 
Parts ; ſome of which. contributed their Money, and 
many more their Labour : So that what with the great 
Number of Hands, and the Encouragement given to the 
Workmen, the Affair went on fo well, that in ſpite of 
the Jealouſy which the Proſperity of Athens inſpired her 
Neighbours with, and the Enemies of Themiftocles in 
pats ; he obtained, much ſooner than cou'd have 
een expected, the compleating what he had projected: 
He alſo converted a waſte Place into another Port, 
which he called Munichea, and put every thing into 
ſuch a Condition, that the Republick of Athens en- 
creaſed every Day in Power and Reputation. The Num- 
ber of her Inhabitants were enlarged ; her Cities ag- 
grandized ; her Treaſury filled ; and a continual Flow 
of Wealth poured in upon her by her Commerce ; for 
e Convenience of which, ſhe had now three fine 
Ports, the Phalerum, the Pirea, and the Munichea. 
... THEMISTOCLES allo propoſed to purchaſe an hun- 
dred Galleys, to join thoſe already in the Harbours,. 
and to build twenty more every Year, to the End the. 
Naval Forces of the Republick might be inſenſibly 
augmented, and to oblige the Athenian Youth to learn 
the Exerciſe of the Sea ; which, he ſaid, was the only 
certain Means to render a State rich and powerful by 
Commerce. In fine, he raiſed this City to ſuch. a 
Pitch of Fame, that it was enough to be born in 
Athens, to be imagined poſſeſſed of every ſhining or 
uſeful Quality. The Lacedemonians gave an Inſtance - 
of this, when having loſt the Empire of the Sea, they 
choſe Ariſtides, a baniſhed Athenian for their General, 
in the great Enterprize of giving Freedom to all 
Greece, and ſubjecting Perfia, and ſome Part of A- 
Frick and Europe. But that which moſt ſurprizingly 


proved the ſudden Grandeur of the Athenians, _ 
| 0 that 
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that when by the divine Eloquence of Gorg:as the $7- 
cilian Ambaſſador, they were prevailed upon to ſend 
Succours againſt the Syracuſſans, they covered the Sea 
with two hundred and fifty large Gallies, all ftoutly 
mann'd ; and named for their Admirals Erymedon and 
Sophacles. 

Is fine, the Republick having given Commiſſion to 
Lycurgus, the Son of Lycophron, to raiſe a powerful naval 
Armament, he equipp'd near four hundred Gallies ; and 
then by the Advice of Themifocles, Pericles, and this 
ſame Lycu: gus, they enlarged the Port and Arſenal of 
Pirea, and had Workmen continually employ'd in 
building new Veſſels, and refitting up the old. Beſides 
thoſe three Arſenals I have mentioned, they alſc erected 
another, of a much greater Circumference ; and it ſer- 
ved, as it were, for the general Storehouſe, whence all 
the others were ſupplied : But I need ſay no more, to 
give you an Idea of this ſumptuous Edifice, than what is 
agreed by moſt Authors, that the magnificent Arſenal of - 

enice was formed on the Plan of that of the 4:henians, 

Wren arrived at this high Degree of Power, they 
eſtabliſhed two Magiſtrates ; the one had the Care of 
equipping the Navy, and furniſhing what Number of 
Veſſels the Republick ſhou'd have need of; the other, 
that of ſending them out of the Harbour to the Place. 
of the general —— Where they were received 
by the Admiral, whom the Greeks called Mala ſſiarcha. 
Every Galley had alfa a particular Captain, whom they 
named Triarchus : Thee were all eminent Men, great 
Sailors, and took a Pride in outvying each other in em- 
belliſhing their Ships. 

By theſe prudent Steps, and honeſt Diligence among 
the ſuperior and ſubaltern Officers, did the Athenians 
carry their Commerce to almoſt all the Parts of the 
then known World Wherever they ſpread their 
Banners, Reſpe& and Fear attended them — their 
Ships had Privileges denied to thoſe of all other Na- 
tions They ſeemed to monopolize Traffic 
and came loaded with immenſe Riches to their Ports 
——— the publick, Treaſuze augmented — par” 

ticu 
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ticular Perſons grew every Day more opulent But 
alas ! this Opulence, this Prodigality of Good fortune, 
as I may call it, proved fatal to them in the End ; it 
introduced Luxury and Debauchery among them; and 
they ſunk into an unhappy Indolence, which deftroyed 
all the Advantages Induſtry had gained In fine, 
they neglected their maritime Forces, by which alone 
they roſe to Greatneſs lolt the Empire of the Sen, 
ſuffered their Veſſels to be plundered even in their Sight, 
and themſelves to be inſulted by thoſe very People, who 
{o lately had paid them Homage; and from being re- 
garded with Admiration, fell into the utmoſt Contempt 


and Deriſion. | 
In this Decay of their State, added Or/ames, they 


alſo ran into Acts of Injuſtice, no leſs extravagant than 


cruel ; witneſs. the Death of Socrates, of which they 
indeed repented, but too late. 

Wuen the Manners of a People are once degenera- 
ted, faid Alphonſo, Crimes grow upon them faſter than 


their Days; and 'tis not to be wondered at, that when 


Vertue is aboliſhed, they ſhou'd arrive at a Complica- 


tion of Vice. But what ſeems moſt ſtrange to me 


among the Athenians, is their exceſſive Superſtition, in 


ſpite af the great Number of learned Men born and 
educated in that City. They preſerved in their Ports, 


thro' a Motive of Religion, two Gallies ; one called 
Delia, in which they ſay Theſeus ſailed to Crete; and 
the other Paralus, after a Hero, whoſe Memory was 
held in Veneration by them. Theſe Veſlels were kept 
in continual Repair, and every Year adorned with the 
moſt valuable Things in the Republick, or that were 
brought from foreign Coaſts. Painters, Statuaries, and 
thoſe who were ingenious in ſetting precious Stones, 
contributed the utmoſt of their Art for the Embelliſh- 
ment of the ſacred Veſſels. That called Delia, was 
carried in a ſumptuous manner to De/os, to a ſolemn Sa- 


_ erifice they made there; and from the Time of its Sail- 
ing forth to its Return, the Athenians were forbid, by an 


expreſs Law, to puniſh any Man with Death, for what 


Crime ſoever. Thoſe who mann'd it, were called De- 


liates 
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liates ; they had double Salaries, were exempt from all 
Taxes, and treated with the higheſt Reſpect. The Pa- 
ralus, which they alſo named Salamine, had the ſame 
| Privileges, and thoſe who ſerved in it were called Pa- 

ralli. This Superſtition reigned among them till the 
Time of Demetrius Phalareus, which was indeed that 
of their total Ruin. And when I conſider it, I am 
aſhamed to reflect how little human Nature is capable 
of being brought to Perfectlon; ſince Men, whoſe pro- 
found Knowledge ſerves as an Example for all the Na- 
tions in the World, cou'd devote themſelves to ſuck 
groſs Fooleries. 3 

I Au not ſo much ſurprized at their Superſtition, ſaid 
Flirinda, as J am that all their Knowledge, their Wiſ- 
dom-and their Philoſophy cou'd not defend them from 
that Luxury, that Pride, and that Ambition, which oc- 


caſioned their Deſtruction. 


IRaTHER wonder, reſumed Thelamant, that Vices ſo 


known, and acknowledged to be ſuch, cou'd have any 
Prevalence where Superſtition (which is only the too 
great Exceſs of Devotion) had ſo much Power; but 
where a State is deſtin'd to Ruin, even the greateſt Op- 
poſites unite, for bringing abeut the Work of Fate. 
gut to return to Navigation; the Phanicians, and 
thoſe of Tyre and Sidon, carried this Art above all the 
People of their Time. They acquired the Superiority 
of the Seas in Afia, Africk and Europe. They had pow- 
erful Succours to afford to their Allies, whenever they 
ſtood in need of them ; and had ſo great a Number of 
trading Veſſels, that they carried their Manufactures to 
Countries moſt remote : They had alſo the Honour of 
exploring many Tracts of Land, which before were al- 
together uuknown. 

Tux laid the Foundation of many great and beauti- 
ful Cities, viz. Utica, Hippone, Lempta in Africk, Thebes 
in Greece, Thebes in Egypt, Cadiz, and Carthage in 


Spain; but the moiſt famous of their Eſtabliſhments, _ 


and what did them the moſt Honour, was that of Car- 
thage in Africk ; which, from a ſmall Beginning, and 


little other Advantage than a happy Situation, became 
| after- 
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afterwards ſo conſiderable by its Victories and Com- 
merce. The Form of Government was ſo wiſe, and 
ſo well conſtituted, that the Senate of this Republick 
acquired a high Reputation. Theſe People had no 
ſooner made themſelves Maſters of the Coaſts of 4frich, 
from E 725 to the Straits between the two Mountains, 

which, they ſay, were divided by Hercules, and there- 
fore called his Pillars, than they undertook the Conqueſt . 
of Spain The Succeſs they met with in that Enter- 
prize ſurpaſſed their Hopes; and ſeeing Fortune conti- 
nued ſtill favourable to their Endeavours, they built a 
City there, called Neau Carthage; where they eſtabliſh- 
ed a Senate, a Governor, — other Magiſtrates, and 
left a powerful Army to maintain their Conqueſt, and 
to compleat that of the whole Kingdom. 

As the Senate of Carthage had no Views but thoſe of 
aggrandizing their Commonwealth, they gave Orders 
to the Admiral, who commanded their Fleet in Spain, 
to paſs the Straits, and diſcover all the Coaſts of A/frict 
on the Side of the Ocean. This great Man, who was 
called Hanno, had the Honour to double both the 
Capes; an Enterprize which our modern Navigators 
think very difficult. He paſſed the Arabian Sea with 
all his Fleet; and at laſt arrived at Szez, a City on the 
Borders of the Red-Sea ; from whence he diſpatched 
young A/drubal his Nephew, with an Account to the - 
Senate of the Diſcoveries he had made, and a full De- 
ſcription of all the Coaſts of 4f-ichk, both Eaſt and 
Weſt, and the Advantages might accrue to the Cartba- 

 g£:nians by the Knowledge of theſe Places. 

AFTER the Deſtruction of Carthage by the Ro- 
mans, this Writing was found in the Archives, care- 
fully preſerved ; whence it was taken, and by Order 
of the Senate of Rome, tranſlated from the Panic Lan- 
guage into Latin, as an authentic Monument of their 
Victory, and the Slavery of the Carthaginians. Theſe 
precious Memoirs, as thoſe of Himite, another Ad- 
miral 'of the Carthaginians, who had diſcovered the 
greateſt Part of Europe, even to the Extremity of the 
North, were placed among the many precious Things 

the 
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the Romans had acquired by their Arms. It appeared 
likewiſe by many other Writings, taken at the ſame "ry 
Time, that the Carthaginians had eſtabliſhed a regular 1 6; 
Commerce with thoſe who inhabited the Coaſts of * 
Africk ; whence they brought a prodigious Quantity of 
the fineſt Gold in the World. But the Romans, wha 
(tho? excellent Soldiers on Land) were neither ſo intre- 
pid by Sea, nor ſuch good Sailors as the Cartbaginians, 
profited but little by theſe Diſcoveries. 

Tux Republick of Carthage, ſaid Eraſmus, cou'd 
not be expected to remain long in the Situation it once 
was: The Fame of her Conqueſts, and her immenſe 
Riches, having excited the Jealouſy and Envy of all 
the Potentates of that Time. 

Tus true, reply'd Orophanes, the Reputation of tho 
Carthaginians, and the daily Encreaſe of their Power, 
coming to the Ears of Alexander the Great, as he re- 
turned from his Conqueſt in the Indies, gave ſuch a 
Pique to the Pride of that ambitious Monarch, that he 
reſolved to deprive them of all the Advantages they had 
procured, by their Induſtry and Courage ; but this was 
a Glory, Fortune reſerved for the Romans. 

ALEXANDER, interrupted Silviana, might not, 
perhaps, have been ſo ſucceſsful in that Enterprize as 
be was in others. The Conqueſt of Carthage coſt the 
Romans ſo very dear, that one may judge, without 
wronging the Memory of Alexander, that it wou'd not 
have been eaſy to him. 

By all that has been ſaid, added Alphonſo, we may 
infer, that a Kingdom or Commonwealth, which has | 
been bleſs'd with the Title of Maſter of the Sea, can- " 
not loſe it without falling into manifeſt Decay and Con- 
tempt But if an Iſland chances to quit that Sove- 
reignty, it is a ſure Token of its approaching Ruin. 
Thoſe of the Continent may defend them- 
N ſelves by powerful Land Forces; but tis the Naval 
Strength alone that can ſecure a Place environ'd by 
the Sea; becauſe in caſe of an Invaſion, how great an 
Army ſoever they may be able to raiſe, their Coun- 


try muſt infallibly become the Seat of War; and hoy 
| dreadful 
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dreadful that is, it is needleſs to mention. Beſides, 
the Life of an Iſland conſiſts in Commerce, which mult 
of confequence be put a Stop to, while their Ports are 
crouded with a foreign Fleet. How much then does it 
behove the Prime Minifters of all ſuch States, to neglect 
nothing that may maintain the Empire of the Sea ? For 
if tempted by Ambition, they apply the Sums ſet apart 
for that — to their own Ule ; or by Partiality to 

their Friends and Creatures, put thoſe at the Head of 
Affairs, who want Abilities to manage them, or by A- 
varice receive Bribes from foreign Powers, to become 
remiſs in this important, this all-neceſſary Care ; all 
the Trading Part of the People muſt expect an imme- 
diate and inevitable Deſtruction ; and thoſe moſt eno- 
bled by Birth and Title, have no other Privilege than 
to fall the laſt, and their Poſterity, Slaves in a Country 
where they were born to command. | 

I cannot forbear, ſaid Camilla, with the moſt be- 
eoming Smile, being highly pleaſed with my own Cu- 
rioſity; and, I think, the whole Company ought to 
thank me for it, ſince it has given occaſion to a Conver- 
ſation ſo inſtructive. . 

NoTHixG can be more true, reply'd Celemena ; and 
rt 1 had not been preſent, I cou'd never have be- 
lieved ſo circumſtantial a Detail of Ships, Commerce, 
Navigation, and Armaments, cou'd have been given 
- a Faſhion, ſuch as to render it agreeable to our 
Sex. 

As Celemena had ſpoke theſe Words, ſhe was told 
that one of her People defired to ſpeak with her. | 
Uraria and all the Company — 2 wou'd or- 
der the Perſon to come in: But ſhe choſe the contrary, | 
ſo roſe and went out of the Room. When The was 
gone, Areliſe, who ſat next to Urania, ſaid to her in a t 
low Voice, and bluſhing while ſhe ſpoke, Either my 
Heart is a very ill Diviner, or we ſhall ſoon hear that 


Alcippe and Lifimond are at Celemena's Caſtle. þ 
1 w1sn, reply'd Urania, in the ſame Tone, that re 
your Preſage may be true ; ſince there is nothing I P 


deſire more, than to be acquainted wich Perſons ſo 
* OO. dear 
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dear to you and Silviana, and to telfify the Eſteem your 


Choice has made me conceive for them, 

- THELAMONT heard what they ſaid, and ſeeing Ce- 
l-mena return with a ſmiling Countenance, ran to her, 
and giving her his Hand to ſeat her in her Place, We 
all conjure you, Madam, ſaid he, to uſe the utmoſt per- 
fect Freedom in this Houſe ; and if any of your Friends 
are arrived in this Part of the Country, let them be 
brought here, to the End we may not ſo ſoon be depri- 
ved of your Preſence, 

I am ſo well perſuaded of your Politeneſs and Gene- 
roſity, reply'd ſhe, that I waited not for this Invitation. 
There are indeed two Gentlemen, for whom I have an 
infinite Eſteem, come down to viſit me ,and I have or- 
dered my Servant to ſhew them hither, and to aſſure 
them of a Reception worthy of their Mzrit 5 

A Faxcr is now come into my Head, cry'd Cam Ila, 
which I cannot help communicating to the Company; I 
ſaw the beautiful Areliſe bluſh juſt now, when ſhe wail- 


per'd to Urania, Silviana is grown on the ſudden more 


penſive than uſual ; yet, with an Air of Contentment, 
ſuch as Perſons always have, when delighted with their 
own Thoughts; all this put together, makes me ap- 
prehend the Ladies hope to find A/cippe and Lifmond in 
the Strangers who are approaching. | 

I wiz ardently it may be fo, ſaid Felicia; and I am 
far from doubting it, adden Julia; nor I believe any 
of us, cry'd out Florinda and Hortenfia. 

SN e E you are all ſo penetrating, reply'd Celemera, 


I will confeſs to you, they are no other than the Gen- 


tlemen you have named They have conducted Me- 
rina to Paris, and impatient to ſee thoſe they have 10 
long and tenderly loved, took a Journey to this Coun- 
try They were informed at my Caſtle, where 
we now are, but the Reſpect they have for the Che- 
rater of Urania, would not permit them t interrupt 
her Retirement, and therefore ſent to detize | Wu. 
return; but as I have already ſaid. being aiJured of the 
Pleaſure their Company won'd give this agreeable So- 
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ciety, I malle them an Invitation hither in Dhelamont's 
Name. | 

You are ſs accuſtomed to confer Favours, Madam, 
ſaid Thelamont, with a low Bow, that I will not thank 
you for this by any other Ways than my Reception of 
_ Friends, and beſt Endeavours to make them-mine 

0. 

Some little Time elapſing in theſe ſort of Compli- 
ments, There is ſomething particular, ſaid Orophanes, 
in the Change of theſe two Ladies Countenances.: The 
charming Silviana, who is little leſs gay than Camilla, 
is fallen into ſo deep a Muſing, as tho' nothing but her 
own Contemplations were worthy her Attention ; and 
the amiable Areliſe, who comes pretty near Florinda, 
in the ſerious and reſerved, has now an Air all Spright- 
lineſs and Joy. | 

I do not _' reply'd Silviana, that when I heard 
there were Company arrived at Celemena's, Aitifpe and 
Lifimond came into my Head, but without daring to 
— we ſhould have the Happineſs of ſeeing them ſo 
von - 

For my Part, added Areliſe, J ingenuouſly confeſs, 
that from the Moment I heard there was a Meſſage to 
Celemena, I gueſſed from whence it came, and commu- 
nicated my Sentiments to U; ania. That agreeable La- 
dy was about to make ſome Anſwer to what the other 
had ſaid, when they heard the Noiſe of a great Equi- 
Page in the Court-yard. On which, The/amont, Oropha- 
nes, Eraſmus, Alphonſo, 3 and Melintas quitt-d 
their Seats, and ran down Stairs, where they found the 
Perſons they expected. Alcippe and Lifimond, being 
immediately informed which was Thelamont, paid him 
the Honours due to the Maſter of the Houſe. 

THe Huſband of Urania was not inferior to them in 
the Politeneſs of his Addr: is, and having te. ified the 
Pleaſure their Preſence gave him, preſented his Friends 
to them, who rece.ved them wich no leſs Marks of 
Friendſhip and Eſteem. | 

He then conducted them to the Apartment of F/, 
rinda, waere they v.e.e no ſooncr entered, than Cele- 

me na 
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Crlemena advanced to them, and taking each by the 
Hand, led them to Urania e Behold, ſaid the, the Spouſe 


of Thelamont, and Chief of that charming Society, of 


whom you have heard me ſo often ſpeak, and who de- 
fire nothing more, than that you and your amiable 
Brides may be added to the Number. 

Tu Anſwers Alcippe and Lifmond made to this Diſ- 
eourſe, were full of Wit and Spirit; but Urania, who 
read in their Eyes the Impatience they had to finiſh 
their Compliments, that they might entertain Si/viana 
and Areliſe, after they had ſaluted all the Ladies in ge- 
neral, addreſſed herſelf to Alcippe, and with an amiable 
Smile, Give Truce to your Ceremonies, ſaid ſhe, all 
this Company are perfectly ac;uainted with the Senti- 


ments of you both, and have put you in the Rank of 


our Friends, before we had the Pleaſufe of ſeeing you 
— therefore follow, without Referve, the Emotions 
of your Hearts, in giving Teſtimonies of the Joy you 
conceive in the Sight of thoſe you love. 

TH1s is a Command, cried Acippe, that has in it too 
many Charms not to be obey'd ; and fince it is permit- 


ted me, continued he, drawing near Areliſe, to enter- 


tain you for a Moment in the Behalf of that Love you 
have inſpired me with, be not you, my dear Areliſe, 
diſobliged, that I ayow it before all this admirable Aſ- 
ſembly. Lifmond ſpoke in much the ſame Manner to 
$ilviana, who was about to anſwer him with that Free- 
dom which was natural to her; when Areliſe giving her 
Hand to —_ You are both the one and the other of 
you perſuaded, ſaid ſhe, of the Pleaſure we take in ſe- 
ing you. This charming Society is acquainted with our 


Sentiments and yours ; but we ought not to abuſe the 


Complaiſance of Urania ; and as I know we have but 
a ſmall Time to remain with her, we ought not to loſe 
one Moment of the Improvement we may mak. here. 


Then taking Notice to Alcigpe and L:fomond, that al 
the Company were ſtanding, the Civilities common 


on ſuch Occalicns paſſed between them; after which, 
every one reſymed their former Seats 3 and the two 
H Strau- 
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Strangers placing themſelves by Silviana and 4reli/e, 
Orophanes broke Silence in theſe Terms. ; 
You ſee, ſaid he to Celemena, that I had ſome Pre- 
ſage of the Arrival of theſe Gentlemen, by not placing 
any of us next Silviana and Areliſe. I know not, re- 
ply'd Urania, what you thought, but I am very cer- 
tain the Heart of the beautiful 4re/z/e gave her true 


Warnings of the Truth. 
I cannorT help believing, ſaid Forinda, that Love 


and Nature give us Predictions, which are generally 


juſt, They ſeldom fail, indeed, added Camilla; but 


Nature is, I think, the moſt to be depended upon. I 
firmly believe, that a Father, who had never ſeen his 
Son, wou'd know him from a Multitude of others, 
only by the Emotion of his own Heart. 
THERE are ſo many Inſtances of the ſecret Workings 
of Nature in ſuch Caſes, anſwered Felicia, that the 
Truth of what you ſay is not to be doubted : But I am 
not ſo well convinced that Love, how ſincere ſoever it 


be, produces the ſame Effects. The Ideas given us by 


that Paſſion ſtrike ſtrongly on the Mind, and 'render 


the beloved Object always preſent to us, but under a 


thouſand different Forms, as ſometimes kind, at others 
the reverſe, now faithful, now changing and inconſtant ; 
and all this without any real Foundation. Love de- 
ceives us with the moſt contradictory Imaginations, and 
we deceive ourſelves, by yielding our Faith to one 
thing Tc-day, and another To-morrow. But the Emo- 
tions of Nature are of a different kind. It is our own 
Blood that runs in the Veins of our Children, and there 
cannot but be a Sympathy between us. If a Father by 
ſome Accident loſes his Son in his Infancy, and after 
many Vears ſees him again, under a different Name, 
and in a different Station, to what he might expect, I 
dare anſwer he wou'd be inclined to love him, by a ſe- 
cret Impulſe, which he was ignorant of the Meaning 
of. But if this does not always happen. if Nature ſeems 
in ſome to lic dormant, nor in the leaft alarmed in ſuch 
a Cale, yet, I may beldly fay, that when ſhe is, it is 
nor 
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not without Foundation ; and that we are not impoſed 
upon by the Emotion lhe ihſpires. 22 

Tuis is indeed a charming Definition, ſaid Cælemenæ, 
and I think unanſwerable. Neither does it ſtand in 
need of any thing to be added to it, cry'd Urania. 

I am not of your Opinion in that Point, beautiful 
Urania, interrupted Si/viana briſkly ; to give an agree- 
able Proof of the Solidity of Felicia's Argument, Are- 
liſe muſt oblige the Company with a Hiſtory taken from 
the famous Michael Cervantes Saavedra, which ſhe has 
tranſlated in a Style worthy your Attention. | 

Tais is an Attack which I did not expect, reply d 
that amiable Lady; and 1 ſhould. not be a little per- 
plexed, at being obliged to make a. Repetition of Pro- 
ductions, much too mean for the Entertainment of Per- 
ſons ſuch as compoſe this Aſſembly. But that which 
conſoles me, added ſhe, ſmiling, is the Certainty that 
Alcippe and Lifimond are here for no other Reaſon, than 
to carry us to Paris; and that we ought to think on no- 
thing but taking our Leave. | 
It, that be all, reply'd Alcippe, haſtily, that wou'd 
deprive us of the Pleaſure of hearing you ſpeak; I aſ- 
ſure you, my dear Areliſe, that you have yet a whole 
Day to remain here, and that we ſhall not begin our 
Journey till the Morning after To-morrow. | 

I am glad to hear it, cry'd Camilla, for now the 
charming Areliſe cannot diſpenſe with giving us the Sa- 
tisfaction of this Hiſtory. 

Alt the Company joined S:i/viana to engage her 
amiable Friend to do what was defired of her; ſhe no 
longer reſiſted their Entreaties, and began her Recital 
in theſe Terms. 


9 The 


The Foxcs or Bloor. A Spaniſh 
© MISTORY.. 


N. the Reign of Ferdinand and 1/abe la of Spain, 
lived Don Lewis of Zagreda, one of the moſt an- 
cient noble Families in the Kingdom : This Gentleman 
having paſſed the Prime of his Years in the Service of 
his King and Country, retired himſelf to To/edo, a City 
of New Caſtile, btuated on the Borders of the Tagus, 
having now no other Care, than the Education of an 
__ bnly Daughter, whoſe Wit, Beauty, and early Wiſdom 
made him conceive the greateſt Homes of forming an 
illuſtrious Alliance for her. I 
LEQCADIA, for that was the Name of this lovely 
Perſon, had paſſed her firſt Years under the Tuition of 
the beſt of Mothers, who had made ſuch Beginnings in 
the forming her Mind, as left no room to doubt, it ſhe 
wou'd one Day be the moſt accompliſh'd Lady in all 
Spain. It was the Loſs of that dear Wife, that deter- 
mined Don Lenz: to quit the Court, not being able to 
continue in a Place where every thing ſerved to remind 
him of what was now impoſſible to be regained. 
Wouxx, eſpecially thoſe of Condition, live in ſo 
great a Solitude, and obſerve a Conduct fo auſtere, that 
the beautiful Leocadia, tho' brought up at Toledo, was 
known to very few Perſons there. But Pon Lewis, who 
had ſpent ſome Part of his Days in Climates more hap- 
y for our Sex, endeavoured to ſoſten the Retirement of 
hits Daughter, by all the Diverſions he could give her, 
withcut breaking thro* the Cuſtoms of his Country. 
To this End, he embelliſhed a Country-Seat he had 
on the Banks of the Tagus, at a little Diſtance from 
Toledo, and there procured for her all the Amuſements 


* 
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proper for her Age and Condition. Under the Pre- 
tence of that Liberty,. which is more allowable in the 
Country than in. great Cities, he permitted Dancing- 
Maſters, and Mufick-Maſters to aſſemble and make 
Concerts, and other Entertainments, to divert this 
young Beauty, and the Women that were with her ; 
and ferve as a Relaxation from the Study of thoſe more 
difficult and ſeverer Sciences, which he would have her 
inſtructed in; and which, in a ſmall Space of Time, ſhe 
grew a perfect Miſtreſs in. ä 

Tux Recreations beſtowed on her by this indulgent 
Parent, did not hinder him from keeping the ſtri 
Guard over all her Words and Actions; he looked on 
her as a Treaſure he cou'd never be too jealous of; and 
whether at Toledo, or at his Country-houſe, he was al- 
. ways With her ; and ſhe now being arrived at the Age 
of Fifteen, and as fully accompliſhed, as the beſt Maſters, 
an unwearied Application, and the fineſt Genius in the 
World cou'd make her, he began to look about him for 
a Huſband for her, worthy, by his Birth and Merit, to 
be poſſeſs d of fo ineſtimable a Jewel ; when his Deſigns 
were fuddenly defeated by the moſt ſhocking and terri- 
ble of all Misfortunes. 

Tu y had been ſome Time in the Country, when 
Don Lewis was obliged to return to Toledo on extraor- 
dinary Buſineſs. As it was in the hotteſt Seaſon of the 
Year, they did not come out of Doors till the Sun was 
in his Decline, that Leocadia might have the Pleaſure 
of walking the little Way there was between the City 
and Country- houſe. 

Tus Journey, if it may be ſo called, when the Ex- 
tent is not above half a League, was the more delight - 
ful, as they never quitted the Banks of the Tagus, 
and had their Eyes agreeably diverted between the 
Proſpect of that fine River on the one Side, and the 

at Diverſity of Gardens on the other. They had 

nt their Equipage before, and reſerv'd only one of 
the Women that attended Leocadia, who ſuppoi ted 
her under one Arm, as her Father did under the 
ethor. The Evening was = moſt pleaſant. that * 
| 4 | 8 
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be, they moved ſſowly on to enjoy the Sweets of it; 
and as there was none but themſelves on the Road, 
Leccadia threw back her Veil, that ſhe might have the 
greater Benefit of the Air. | | 
Taty were about the Middle of the Way between 
theſe two Houſes, when they were met by four Gentle- 
men, well mounted, and magnificently dreſs'd, who 
ſeemed coming from Toledo. They no ſooner came 
within reach of diſtinguiſhing Objects, than Leocadia 
pulled down her Veil, to prevent them from ſeeing her 
Face; but all the Haſte ſhe made, was not ſufficient to 
hinder the Luſtre of her Charms from ſtriking the Eyes 
of him who was the principal of theſe Travellers. They 
rode fo faſt, as they approached Leocadia and her Fa- 


ther. that any one, who had ſeen them, muſt have 


imagined they were agitated by the utmoſt Impatience 
to be at the Place to which they were going ; but the 
Moment they were paſs'd them, he that caſt his Eyes 
on Leocadia, ona fadden relinquiſhed his Speed, which 
obliging his Companions to do ſo alſo, the young Man 
following the Dictates of his impetuous and fiery Dif. 
poſition, v. thout the leaſt Regard to Reaſon or Honour, 
ipoke to them in this Manner. 
I xnow not, ſaid he, if you had time to remark 
thoſe Pei ſons we juſt now _ ; but for my Part, the 
Beauty of the youngeſt of the Women has given me a 


Wound, which I am reſolved to cure—— therefore 


inſtead of diverting ourſelves, as we deſigned, in the 
Country, let us turn back, and ſecond me in bearing off 
that beautiful Maid ; whoſe Charms I promiſe you, you 
ſhall ſhare with me, as ſoon as you have made me M aſ- 
ter of them. | 
THzs Propoſal being made to Perſons no more diſ- 
creet nor ſcrupulous than the Contriver of it, pleaſed 
them ſo well, that they all turned their Horſes and rode 
full Speed back after Don Lewzs ; who little ſuſpecting 
the Aﬀront that was going to be offer'd to him, kept 
on in an equal Pace, not to fatigue Leocadia nor incom- 
mode himſelf, whoſe great Age permitted him not to 
walk very faſt, 


Tus 
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Tux Cavaliers overtook their Prey; and having 
concealed one Part of their Faces with their Cloaks, 
ſurrounde Don Lewis, his Daughter, and her Woman, 
each with a Sword in one Hand, and a Piſtol in the 
other. Three of them diſmounted; while one ſeized 
Leocadia, and gave her into the Arms of the Chief of 
the Riviſhers. another held Don Lewis, and the third, 
with a Piſtol at the Throat of the Woman, prevented 
her from oppoſing their Deſign, by her Cries or Re- 

ſiſtance 15 * 
- RODOLPHO, for that was the Name of their Chief, 
no ſooner had Leocadia in his Power, than he clapp'd 
Spurs to his Horſe, and was immediately out of Sight 
with his fair Prize, leaving the reſt to the Management 
of his Aſſociates. The unhappy Don Lewis, who, in 
the Fury of his Paſſion, loſt all Remembrance of his 
Age and Weakneſs, drew his Sword; but his Forces 
little anſwering his Courage, he was preſently diſarmed 
and thrown on the Earth, in which State the Raviſhers 
left him with the Woman, who was half dead with. 

Fear ; and remounting their Horſes, went with all Speed 
to Toledo, where they did not doubt, but Rods/pho was: 

gone before them. | 

In effect, this daring young Man having made ſe- 
veral Tours,. in order to evade the Purſuit of any who 
might follow him, re-enter'd the Town juſt at the 
Cloſe of Day, and paſſing thro* the moſt unfrequented 
Streets, arrived at a Houſe where he was but too much 
Maſter, and went in by a private Door, of which he 
had the Key. All this was not done without ſome: 
time elapſing; but it might have taken up yet more, 
without any Danger of Leocadia's being able to do any 
thing which might put a Stop to his Deſigns. That 
beautiful Maid having fallen into a Swoon the Moment 
fie was ſeized, had not fince recovered the Knowledge 
of any thing, in ſpite of the impetuous Courſe of her 
Raviſher. But he, who had no Intention. to bring her 
to herſelf, diſmounted ſofily wit her in his Arms, 
carried her into his Apartment; where ſhutting him- 
ſelf up with her, he perpetrated in the Dark that un vor- 
H 5 thy 
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4 Pre ject, her innocent Beauty had inſpired king 
with. 

- Tn1s cruel Deed was no ſocner committed, than 
Reflection followed it ; the long Swoon Leocadia con- 
tinued in, gave him Opportunity both for the one and 
the other. Her Reaſon was net yet returned; but his 
now freed from thoſe Miſts of Paſſion, which had ob- 
ſcured it, made him ſee the Deformity of his Crime, 
and gave Birth to a Remorſe not leſs violent than had 
been the Flame which had made him guilty of it. 

To what a Degree ſoever the Manners may be de- 
praved, Virtue will again reſume her Empire in thoſe 
of an illuſtrious Race, and who have received their 
firſt Principles in a generous Education. Rodo/pho was 
of a Family, which by its Rank, its Dignities, and 
Riches, ſaw nothing above itſelf, but the Blood Royal, 
He poſlefſed all the pos ualities that can ren- 
der-a Man amiable ; he was perfectly handſome ; had 
the molt graceful Air in the World, and an Infinity 
of Wit and Spirit; every thing requiſite to gain the 
Heart, ſeemed to be aſſembled in him; but theſe Per- 
ſections, which ought to have contributed to his Glory, 
ſerved only to plunge him into Vice. He was the on] 
Son of Parents, who were but too tender of him; — 
no ſooner perceived, that he had thoſe Qualifications 
neceſſary to conſtitute Merit, than they ſuffered him 
t) become his own Maſter, at an Age, when he ſtood 
more than ever in need of being governed. Thus, 
delivered up to himſelf, and at Liberty to live in the 
great World before he knew it, the Wantonneſs of 
Youth ſhut his Eyes to _ thing but Pleaſure ; and 
having no other Regard in the Choice of his Friends, 
than merely their being well born, he kept little Com- 
| pany except ſuch whoſe only Recommendation was, 
inceed, the Blood from which they ſprung. Their 
Faults and their Vices became immediately his: The 
more debauched, the more unjuit and violent their 
Fecſures were, che more eagerly they purſued them; 
d imagiring their Rank gave them a Privilege for 
every 
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every ching: they deſpiſed Cenſure,. and committed the: 
moſt ſhameful Diſorders without Fear. | 

RODOLPHO, who, by the blind Indulgence of his 
Parents, was left at an entire Liberty, went out and 
came in at all Hours of the Day or Night; and his 
Apartment being at ſome Diſtance from the reſt of the 
Houſe, gave him a full Scope of doing whatever he 

leaſed in it without Interruption; all his People hav- 
ing Orders not to come near him till he called: And. 
this put him in a Condition to act in the Manner I have 
already deſcrib'd with: Leoacadia, without any Fear of: 
being ſurprized. 

Bur, as I was ſaying,. there were ſtill the Seeds of 
Honour in his Soul, tho?! they too frequently lay dor- 

mant and unactive. Theſe, now reviving, made him 
conſider on what he had: done with Shame and Horror, 

and the moſt. bitter Reproaches on himſelf, for the Pro- 
miſe he had made his: Friends. He thought, that ſince 
he cou'd not reſtore to Leocadia the Honour he had rob+- 
bed her of, he ought not to expoſe her yet more; and 
ſeeing that ſhe had net recover'd her Senſes, he drew 
near, and threw ſome. ſweet Water on her Face, which. 
making her begin to move a little, he went ſoftly out 
of the Chamber, and having carefully locked it, haſted 
to find his Companions; to whom he ſaid, that at the 
Corner of a certain Street, which he named to them, the 
Maid had ſent forth ſuch.piercing Cries, that in the Fear 
of being ſurprized and known, he had ſet her down, and' 
made his Eſcape from her with all the Speed he was able. 
Hs recounted this with ſuck an Air of Truth, that 
they donbted it not in the leaſt; and as their Deſire was 
— well abated by attending ſo long, praiſed him for 

ving left her thus 2. . 

Is the mean time, this unhappy Beauty coming out 
of her Swoon, and finding herſelf on a Bed, and in the- 
Dark, hefitated not a Moment, if ſhe ſhou'd believe 
the worſt of Misfortunes had befallen her. 

Tears, and the moſt rending Sighs,. followed this 
dreadful Knowledge, and the Silence which reigned in 
that Place, aſſuring her ſhe was alone, made her give 1 iþ 
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way to the moſt vehement Deſpair. She roſe from the 
Bed, and ſearched all about the Room for a Window, 
with a Deſign to throw herſelf out, and put an End to a 
Life ſhe thought ſhe could not paſs without Shame; but 
having opened the Shutters, the great Iron Bars, which 
reached from the Bottom to the Jop, oppoſed this cruel 
Reſolution ; and the Light of the Moon then coming 
in, making her perceive the Door, ſhe ran to that, 
hoping to puſh back the Lock, and fly from that de- 
teſted Place before her Raviſher ſnou'd return. | 

ALL her Endeavours here being likewiſe unſucceſs- 
ful, her Tears again began to flow with their former 

Violence; but at laſt, reflecting on every thing that 
had paſs'd, and that Crimes are only worthy of that 
Name by the Conſent which is given to them, that un- 
erring judge, which Providence has placed in the Breaſt 
of every human Being, abſolved her from all Guilt ; 
and made her begin to conſider ſne ought leſs to think 
of puniſhing herlelf, than on the Means of being re- 
verged on him, who had committed this Outrage on 
her Innccence. 

Taz more ſhe reaſoned with herſelf, the more ſhe 
was confirmed in this Opmion, and that made her with 
the utmoſt Exactneſs examine every Part of the Cham- 
ber. She returned to the Windows, and opened them 
again, that ſhe might have as much Light as poſſible to 
diſtinguiſh Objects. She found ſhe was in a Place mag- 
nificen ly furniſhed ; the Hangings were of the richeſt 
Silk Tapeſtry, as was alſo the Carpet on the Floor; the 
Covering on the Eaſy-Chairs and Cuſhions were em- 
bots'd with Gold and Silver. She counted exactly the 
Nuniber of the:Chairs, and approaching the Bed, found 
it was cf chegricheſt Embroidery with the reff of the 
Furniture, with a deep Geld Fringe round the Valens. 
On the farther Side of the Room ſtood a Cabinet, 
which ſhone with Mother-of-Pcarl and other precious 
Stores; the Key was in it, ard venturirg to open it, 
me found in one of the Drawcrs a Croſs, enrich'd with 
Diamonds, which appeared to be of the Order of Ca- 
latre <a, and Was of a prodigious Value, 'I his the pat 

ute 
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into ker Pocket, hoping it might be the Inſtrument of 
her Revenge. As ſhe was continuing her Examination, 
the heard a little Noiſe upon the Stairs, which making 
her judge ſome Perſon was about to enter, ſhe ſhut the 
Windows, and fat dawn in a Chair, fully reſolved” to 
make the Honſe echo with her Cries, ſhould any new 
Inſult be offered to her Honour. 8 

Ir was Rodolpho, who having quitted his Compahi- 
ons, was returned with Sentiments and Inclinations very 
different from thoſe Leocadia was apprehenſive of. He 
was no ſooner entered than this beautiful Unfortunate, 
perceiving he came towards her, put him back with one 
of her Hands, the trembling of which made him know 
the Terror ſhe was in. Whoever you are, ſaid ſhe,. if 
there is in you the leaſt Shadow of Vertue, content 
yeurſelf with a Triumph you owe only to my — 
Swoon; nor aggravate your Crime by an unworthy 
Repetition of it. And ſince Night and Silence have 
been the only Witneſſes of my Shame, repair in ſome 
Sort the Outrage you have done me, by burying all 
that has paſs'd in a profound Oblivion. Vou know me 
not, endeavour not to know me; but ſuffer-me to go 
out of a Place, which cannot but be odious to me, ſinee 
you have render'd it the Grave of my Innocence 
This, if you refuſe, I will ſend forth ſuch Cries, as 
ſhall bring hither thoſe, whom Sleep or Diſtance has 
hitherto prevented from hearing me. 

Tus Voice of Leocadia had ſomething ſo very ſweet 
in the Sound of. it, and the Fright ſhe was in, render- 
ing it yet more touching, every Word the uttered ſunk 
into the very Soul of her Raviſher, and kindled ſome- 
thing there he never felt before "Twas Love 
indeed, but ſuch a Love as he had not been accuſtomed 
to ——<£P—thoſe furious Defires, which render'd him 
capable of undertaking any thing for their Gratifica- 

tion, were now extinguiſhed in hs, and Grief, Re- 
ſpect, and the tendereſt Regret ſucceeded in their Place. 
He ſtood for ſome Moments entirely motionleſs, and 
had the Power of replying no otherwiſe than by a deep 


Sigh. 
An 


12564 
Ar laſt, I come net, Madam, ſaid he, with an In 
tention to give you any new Offence, which wou'd in- 
deed be a thouſand times more unpardonavle than the 
| Crime I have committed ———-1I wiſh to Heaven, there 
were a Poſſibility. of repairing the Injury I have done 

| you, tho? it were at the Expence of the beſt Part of my 
Blood ; but you are ſufficiently revenged by my Re- 
morſe, and the horrible Diſorders with which my — 

ãs agitated It is not that I fear your Cries wou'd 

draw hither any Witneſſes of my Behaviour; all your 

Eforts that Way, alas! would be unavailing. If I had 

yet remaining any Inclinations of the ſame Nature with. 

. thoſe, which D me to the Act I have been 

| guilty of, I am abſolute Mafter here, and none dare of- 

er to intrude without my Permiſhon "Tis to my 

own Converſion alone, you are indebted. for a Defence 

againſt any future Inſults and ſuch a Defence as 

you may aſſure yourſelf will not deceive you ————Be 
comforted then, as much as the Situation you are in will. 

permit, and leave to the guilty Wretch the Pangs of a 
q' too late Repentance To convince you of my Sin- 
(| cerity, I am ready this Moment to conduct you where- 
1 ever you ſhall command, without making any Attempt 
| directly or indirectly, to know either who, or what you 
1 are; but in return, you muſt permit me to put a Band- 
I age over your Eyes, to prevent your having any gueſs 
at him, who can be no other than the Object of your 
| Hate You muſt hate me, I am ſenſible; I can ex- 


pect no other, continued he, with a Sigh, which ſeemed. 
to burſt the Boſom it iſſued from: But I wou'd have 
the Conſolation to-conceal from you the Author of your: 
Misfortune, as it will be a Gratification of your Re- 
venge, to leave me in Ignorance of her Name and Con- 

dition, whoſe Charms will never quit my Memory. 
Tuksk Words made Leocadia think it was beſt for 
her not to delay accepting his Offer; and impatient to 
quit that Houſe, I take you at your Word, ſaid ſhe, 
and wou'd conſent you ſhou'a ſhut my Eyes for ever, 
rather than detain me here a Moment. Then Rodel. 
go, having ty'd a Handkerchief before her Eyes, and 
| wrapp'd 


not to looſen the Handkerchief before her Eyes, nor 


— 


| 
| 
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wrapp'd himſelf in his Cloak, opened the Door, and 

taking her under the Arm, led her down as foftly as he 
had brought her in. Leecadia telling him, ſhe defired 

he wou'd leave her in the great Street of Tolede, he con- 

ducted her there, after having made ſeveral Turns, to 

the End that ſhe might not know from what Part of the 
Town ſhe came. 

Bur if theſe Precautions hindered her from bein 
able to gueſs where he lived ; the Particulars ſhe ha F 
remarked in his Apartment, never went out of her Me- ht 
mory”; ſhe alſo counted the Number of Stairs as the de- 5 

ſcended, and all this, with the Croſs ſhe had taken, 
gave her ſo ſtrong a Hope of diſcovering the Man on 
whom her Vengeance ought to fall, that the attempted. 


— — 
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oppoſe any of the Meaſures he took for the Conceal-. 
ment of himſelf. | 
Wu they were come into the Street Zrocadia had. 
mentioned, You may now, ſaid Noab pbo, letting go her 
Arm, direct your Steps wherever you defire, without. 
Fear of being followed; no indiſereet Regard ſhall 
trouble your Retreat Adieu, continued he, and if my 
punQual Obſervance of the Promiſe I have made you, 
may be looked upon as a Proof of my Regret for ha- 
ving offended you, you: will make no. Efforts to know: 
who I am. 
Wiru theſe Words he turned from her, and ran 
down a Street which was behind that in which ſhe was, 
leaving her at Liberty to-pluck the Bandage from her 
Eyes, and return to her Houſe. But tho' he wou'd not 
forfeit his Honour in following her, he went not ſo far, 
but that he might with Eafe — heard her Cries, in 
caſe any Perſon ſeeing her alone at that Time of. Night, 
had attempted to do her Wrong, 4 reſolved to de- 
Fend her at the Hazard of his Life:; but after having 
liftened a long Time, and hearing nothiag that might 
make him think there was any Danger for her“ he went 
Home with a Sou! full of Remorſe, Shame and Grief. 
As fur Leocadia, ſhe no ſooner found ſho was alone, 
than ſhe took the Handkerchief from her F = 
a 
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and without daring even to turn her Head, ran direQly 

to a Church which was in that Street, Where having 

waited in the Porch ſome time, and looked round her 

on all Sides, perſuaded that no Perſon had followed her, 

ſhe reſumed the Way to the Houſe of her Father, whom 

the found in a Conſternation which is hardly to be 
equal'd, but can never be deſcrib'd. 

- This unhappy old Gentleman, whom the Raviſhers 
had left diſarmed on the Ground, having raiſed him- 
ſelf, and ſeeing none near him, but the — who 

had attended his Daughter, and who from the Moment 

of her Lady's being carried off, had been deprived of 

Speech, he went to her, and contributed all in his 

Power for her Recovery: She at length came to herſelf, 

and they went together to Toledo, and into his Houſe, 

without either the one or the other, the whole Way 
they walked, being able to give any Ceſſation to the 

Torrents of their Tears. Don Lewis ſent his People to 

all Parts, in Hopes they might bring ſome Diſcovery, 

which Way the Raviſhers had taken; but they all re- 
turning without being able to hear any thing of the 

Perſons he deſcribed, he abandoned himſelf to the moſt. 

violent Deſpair, not knowing what Courſe to take in 
this Extremity. He was waiting with Impatience for 

the Day, that he might adviſe with his Friends, what 
was beſt for him to do; when about Three o' Clock in 
the Morning, Leocadia, by her Arrival, calmed a great 

Part of the Agitations he had been in. SE 

AL the Family were up, when ſhe came, none 
daring to take any Repoſe, at a Time when their Maſ- 
ter was in Agonies which would not fuffer him to 
think of Reſt. She no ſooner knocked at the Door, 
than it was opened, and moſt. of the Servants being in. 
the Hall, every one was eager to run to Don Lewzs,. 
and give the firſt Intelligence of her Return. This ten- 
der Father, who never hoped to ſee her more, received 
her with I'ranſports of Joy, ſuch as were near depri- 
ving him of the ſmall Stock of Breath be had left. 

But had he marked her Tears, the great Abundance 


which fell from her fair Eyes, while he held her 3 
13 
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his Arms in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, he would not have 
needed the Help of Words to inform him what had be · 
fallen her. At firſt, ſhe anſwered his Endearments, but 
with Sighs ; and he not regarding theſe Teſtimonies of _ 
her Grief, in the preſent Hurry of his Spirits, ſhe cry'd 
out, Oh, my Father ! moderate thoſe precious Proofs of 
your Tenderneſs and Affection, I am no longer worthy 
of them ; and if I come to throw myſelf once more at 
your Feet, tis but to expire there with Shame and Grief. 
THese cruel Words put a ſudden Check to the Satiſ- 

faction of Don Lewis ; but he was prepared for all be- 
fore he ſaw her ; he imagined nothing leſs than the 
worſt Calamity had happened to her, and now he did 
ſee her, he cou'd not be totally diſcomforted. Willing, 
however, to know the whole Truth, he order'd all his 
People to leave the Room, and having ſhut himſelf up 
with her, commanded her to explain what had obliged 
her to ſpeak in that manner to him, and not to conceal 
the leaſt Tittle from his Knowledge, 

| ALL modeſt and timid as Innocence is, it becomes 
bold, when it has nothing wherewith to reproach itſelf; 
and tho' Leocadia wou'd have bluſh'd to Death, if any 
other had recited ſuch an Adyenture before her, ſhe 
made no Scruple of relating her own to Don Lewis, 
with that Simplicity which is always the Companion of 
Truth, but cou'd not do it without manifeſting a Hor- 
ror at the Remembrance of what had been done; which 
made her Father tremble, left ſhe ſhou'd not be able to 
Overcome it. IS | 

He cou'd not avoid being feiz'd with the moſt poig- 
nant Concern and Rage, at ſo cruel an Affront; but the 
Condition ſhe was in, made him diſſemble it all he 
cou'd, and endeavour to conſole the beautiful Afflicted, 
by the moſt undeniable Proofs of paternal Affection. 

LEOCADIA, ſaid he, Faults are perſonal, and 

Guilt belongs to thoſe who commit Crimes. The 
Misfortune that has happen'd to you, has not robb'd 
you of your Wiſdom or Purity of Mind You are 
no leſs worthy than before of the Blood whence you 


ſprung, nor of the tender Care I ever ſhall have for 
; you 
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you ==== As to the Revenge you ſeem fo ardently to 
defire, we muſt wait an Opportunity for it in a pro- 
found Silence. According to your Report, and 
the Croſs which you ſhew me, your Raviſher is of a 
Rank ſuperior to mine: If we make a Noiſe of this 
Affair, and, wn ay | Juſtice, produce that which 
may make him known, his Authority may perhaps ren- 
der our Complainings vain ; and irritated by our Pur- 
ſuit, he may attempt to vindicate his own Honour, by 
alledging Things againſt you, which may cuſt an ever- 
laſting Blemiſh on yours; and we muſt then remain 
without either Glory or Revenge. Your Shame is 
now without Witneſſes, let us not call any if Ie 
who has done you this Outrage, truly repents him of it, 
be will ſome Puniſhment from that unerring 
udpe, from whom no Crimes are hid, and whom he 
re not contradict — Thus, not knowing you, 
nor ſeeking to know you, and fearing himſelf, that 
fo baſe an Action ſhould come to Light, it will reſt in 
the ſame Darkneſs in which it was committed 
But, if, on the contrary, by any indiſcreet Words, he 
has the Boldneſs to make known the Adventure, then 
diſcovering who he is, without his being able to gurſi 
at us, you may . on me to contrive Means for 
your Revenge, without obliging your Honour to be 
called in queſtion. | 
Trererort, my dear Leocadia, continued he, em- 
*bracing her, be careful of this dreadful Secret for- 
get your Misfortuue in the Carefſes of a Father, who 
will never ceaſe.to love you, and remit the reſt to tlie 
Omnipotent Supporter and Protector of Innocence. 
A Diſcourſe ſo wiſe and ſo judicious, worked the 
Effect it merited and expected. Leocadia found herſelf 
Teſs unhappy in finding her Father become her Conſoler. 
Her Dilaler loſt great part of its former Horror, now 
this dear Parent vouchſafed to be her Confidant and her 
Revenger; and therefore, in Obedience to his Will, 
endeavour'd nothing more than to baniſh from his Me- 
mory all Thougkts of this Adventure, and to ſeem for- 
Etful of it herſelf. 8 
6 8 ur 


L163 


Zur this Interval of Tranquillity laſted not long; à 
little Time after convinced her, that ſhe bore about her 
apparent Conſequences of that unhappy Aceident ; then 
d her Plaints and Lamentations begin again, with 

ater Force than ever. Her Father, to whom ſhe 
Ricovered the State in which ſhe was, had not the 
power to calm the Exceſs of her Grief. However, as 


there was an abſolute Neceſſity of confiding in ſome ones 


or other in this Extremity, Leocadia, by the Conſent df 
Don Lewis, choſe from among her Women, ſhe who 
had been prefent when ſhe was carried off ; and whoſe 
Fidelity and true Attachment to the Family was well 
known to her. 

Tuis. Maid, who had been brought up in Don Lews:'s 
Heuſe, had taken ſo tender an Affection for Leocadia, 
that nothing that concerned that Lady cou'd eſcape her 
Penetration. The profound Melancholy ſhe had been 
in fince that Accident; the Sighs which every Moment 
iſſued from her; the Tears ſhe frequently found her 
bathed in, had made her ſuſpect part of the Truth: 
But the Reſpect ſhe had for her, obliged her to conceal 
her Sentiments, and had always hindered her from let- 
ting fall one Word, which ſhou'd make the other ima- 
gine, ſhe was more diſcerning than ſhe wou'd have her. 
And when Leocadia, with Don Leauis, had taken a Re- 
. folution to truſt their Secret with her, ſhe was much 
leſs ſurprized at the Knowledge of it, than ſenſible of 
this Mark of their Confidence. : 

LUCIA, for that was her Name, aſſured her Miſ- 
treſs of an inviolable Fidelity, and promiſed to ſerve 
her on this Occaſion with ſo much Zcal and ExaQneſs, 
that no Perſon in the World ſhould be able to diſcoveg 
the State ſhe was in, nor that ſhe muſt ſubmit to in a 
ſmall Time. | 

Turs new Confidante was a great Conſolation to 
TLeocadia ; the Modeſty of her Sex not ſuffering her 
to diſburden her Heart intirely to Don Lecwis, ſhe 
found an Infinity of Eaſe in {| aking without Reſerve 
to her Friend. Lucia had that Title more than any 
of her Domeſticks, being deſcended of a noble * 


_— ——— — - 
—— — 
— - 


' Perſon, whom, in all Probabi 
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but poor, and that had obliged her Parents to put her 


to the Mother of Leocadia ; and being educated under 
her, was inſpired with the ſame Sentiments of Virtue 


and Honour, She was ſome Years older than Leoca- 
dia, which rendered her leſs ſcrupulous of ſpeaking 


freely her Thoughts to her Young Lady, than that ti- 
mid Innocence, which looks on every little Liberty as 
a Crime. | | 

Wren Lucia was intirely initiated into this Myſtery, 
ſhe often made it the Subject of her Converſation with 


Leocadia; and this Lady, by being accuſtomed to be 
- entertained by her in this Affair, grew at laſt bold 


enough to ſpeak of it herſelf, and confeſs to her, tho? 


not without an Extremity of bluſhing, that the ReſpeR, 


and the Repentance that her Raviſher had teſtified in 


his laſt Action, had touched her Heart; and that, in 


Spite of the Horror this cruel Adventure had given her, 
ſhe had not for the Author of it that Hate ſhe ought to 
have ; and that fince ſhe knew ſhe ſhou'd be a Mother, 
it was not poſſible for her to maintain thoſe Deſires of 


Revenge againſt a Man, who was the Father of the 
Infant ſhe was going to bring into the World. 


THEzsE Sentiments, which tho' they cou'd not be 


called the Effects of Love, proceeded from ſomething 
nearly approaching to that Paſſion, and ſeemed ſo na- 
. tural to Lucia, that finding but weak Reaſons to com- 


bat againſt them, ſhe made uſe of only ſuch as might 
keep Leocadia from 3 a fruitleſs Flame for a 

It, ſhe wou'd never ſee, 
this 


or ſecing, never know : And prudent Girl knew 


+ ſo well how to infuſe into her Mind the Principles 
Which ſhe thought wou'd be of moſt Service to her, 
that by Degrees ſhe divided her Ideas, and preſerved 


all the Tenderneſs for the Child, while ſhe eftran- 
ged from her Heart all vain Regards for the Father. 
Twas thus the Time paſſed on, till the Time arrived, 
when Leocadia preſented her Father with a Grand- 


- fon, whoſe Birth was celebrated only by a Torrent of 


Tears. 


 HowevEs, 
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HowEvER, Don Lewis de Zagreda, aſſiſted by the x 
induſtrious Lucia, took ſuch Precautions, that all the 
relt of the Family were procat yon of Leacadia's 
Diſtemper. Lucia had provided a Nurſe long before 
the Time, to whom ſhe Rid, that a Perſon of her Ac- * 
quaintance, who lived in the Country, was to come and . 
lie- in at Toledo, and that ſhe wou'd bring her to her as 
ſoon as the Child was born; but that being the leaſt of 
her Intentions, Leocadia was no ſooner delivered, than 
ſhe took the Babe, and having carefully wrapp'd it up. 

ut it into a little Baſket, and carried it out of the 

ouſe, in the Sight of every Body, who little ſuſpected 
what Burden it was, ſhe had under her Arm. She then 
gave it into the Charge of the Nurſe, telling her, that 
the Mother expired in bringing it into the World, and 
that it would be wholiy inſignificant for her to go into a 
Houſe which was all in Confuſion. Theſe Words being 
accompanied with a large Purſe of Gold, prevented the 
Nurſe from concerning herſelf about the Truth of what - 
was ſaid to her. Thus they parted ; the one with an 
Aſſurance, that ſhe wou'd be frequent in her Viſits, and 
the other proteſting, ſhe wou'd take all poſſible Care of 
the Charge committed to her. | 

NetTHER of them failed in the Promiſe made each 
other ; the Tenderneſs of the Nurſe appeared in the - 
Countenance of the Child; and Lucia, who went there 
three or four times every Week, had the Satisfaction to 
acquaint Leocadia, ſhe had not been deceived in the 
Choice ſhe had made. | | 

Tuis beautiful Lady regain'd her Health in a ſhort | 
Time, and all her Charms ſeem'd to ſhine with greater 
Luſtre than before her [ — ; but ſhe paſſed her 
Days in ſo cloſe a Solitude, and ſo ſhut up from the 
World, that her own Family were the only Witneſſes 
of the Progreſs of her Perfections. ; 

Don Lexis perceiving that ſhe grew now to an ad- 
vanced Ape, Br ſo they call it after Fifteen, and that 
there was now no Appearance of ever being able to diſ- 
cover the Author of her Misfortune, was continually 
perſuading her to think on Marriage, telling her, Pa 

| e 
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ſhe wou'd once teſolve to enter into that State, he 
wou'd take care to provide a Huſband for her, ſuch as 
me cou'd not but approve : But ſhe entreated and con- 
jured him, in ſuch preſſing Terms, not to conſtrain her 
Inclinations, which ſhe aſſured him, were wholly averſe 
to any Engagements of that Nature, that he at length 
gave over, and permitted her to live according to he 
own Humour, 

LUCTA ftill continued her Viſits to the Infant, whom 
they named Carles, and the Affair was too beneficial to 
the Nurſe, for her not to do all the Offices of her Func- 
tion with the greateſt Afſiduity ; but he was no ſooner 
arrived at that Age, wherein Childrer e ire ordinarily 
taken from Nurſe, than Don Lewis made him be 
brought to his Houſe, as the Son of a Brother he had 
in Valencia, who had been ſent to Toledo, to be brought 
up under his Care. 

Ix the Title of his Nephew, he was allowed ſuch 
Education, as be fitted a Child of his Age and Condi- 
tion; Leocadia, who, to the Eyes of the World, ap- 
? + nay but as his Couſin, took the extremeſt Care of 
him; and her Tenderneſs for him was the greater, as 
having no Huſband to claim a Part, he was the ſole 
Object of that Love her Heart abounded with. The 
Beauty ef the young Don Carlos, the Vivacity of his 
Wit, which he made known even in the firſt Words he 
ſpoke, and the extreme Fondneſs he teſtified for Leoca- 
dia and Don Lewis, rendered him ſo dear to them, that 
they were ſome Moments, in which they heſitated, if 
they ſhou'd be ſorry for the Accident which occaſioned 
the Birth of ſo promiſing a young Charmer. 

His Reaſfort and g Underſtanding advanced ſo 
faſt above his Years, that Don Lewis found himſelf 
obliged to provide Maſters for him long before he at- 
tained to that Age, in which Boys are generally taken 
from the Tuition of Women; and this early Begin- 


ning rendered him, at Seven Years old, the Prodigy of 


the Time he lived in. It was then he began to make 

appear part of thoſe Graces, which might be expected 

in Maturity Bcfides the Beauty of his _— 
| an 
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and the admirable ortion of his Limbs, he had a 
certain Air of Greatneſs which diftinguiſh'd him above 
all thoſe of his Age, who were admitted to partake of 
his innocent Pleaſures, a Wit ſolid and penetrating, ac- 
companied' with the moſt charming Sprightlineſs, and 
ſomething ſo undiſcribably attractive in his Perſon and 
Actions, as made it. abſolutely impoſſible to fee him 
without loving. | 

Hz had no other Likeneſs of his Mother, than ſome- 
what of the Air of the Family ; and his Beauty being 
entirely different from hers, deſtroyed all the Ideas that 
might be formed of a more near Proximity : Bat this 
Difference made Leocadia judge, that he reſembled his 
Father, and ſtrengthened inſenſibly in her Soul the In- 
clination -ſhe had for the Father, without ever having 
ſeen him. , 

Ir my Raviſher, ſaid ſhe to her Confidante, has given 
me his Picture in this amiable Child, how unhappy am 
I, my dear Lxcia, to have been able to inſpire him with 
no more than a blind, lawleſs, and tranſient Paſſion 3 
and how bleſt might I have been, cou'd I have made 
him burn with a Flame more worthy of me! ——-Oh ! 
how ſhou'd I have loved him, continued ſhe, with a 
deep Sigh, and how greatly is my Fate to be deplored ! 

Seven Years being now entirely paſſed over in theſe 
Reflections and Regrets, and neither Leocadia nor Don 
Lecuis her Father, yet able to diſcover any thing con- 
cerning her Rape, they n to loſe all Hope of it; 
and to ſuffer themſelves to be taken up with no other 
Care than that of the Education of Don Carlos, who 
was now their only Conſolation, when a new Misfor- 
tune arrived to diſturb the Tranquillity they expected to 
enjoy. 

H1s beloved Child was one Day diverting him- 
ſelf with ſome of his young Companions, in a Place 
pretty diſtant from Don Lenwis's Houſe, having with 
him only one Valet de Chambre, who had Orders ne- 
ver to be out of his Sight. The Vivacity of his Na- 
ture making him run too 8 along the Side 
of a Road, he happened to fall down in the —_— 

at 
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that a Chariot, drawn with eight Mules, who ſeemed 


rather to fly than march, was coming that Way, and in 


its rapid Courſe went over his Body, leaving him, in all 
appearance, dead. At this Accident, the Cries of the 
People, and of thoſe who were in the Chariot, obliged 
hum that drove it, to put a ſtop to his Career. Then 
the Count de Ribeiros, a Grandee of Spain, and the 
Counteſs his Spouſe, to whom that Equipage belong'd, 
deſcended haſtily from the Chariot, and excited by 
Compaſſion and Generofity, ran to the young Carlos, 
and took him in their Arms. His excellent Beauty, in 
ſpite of the Blood that diſcolour'd his Face, ſo ſtruck 
their Eyes, and Grief for ſo ſad a Chance, had ſo pene- 
trated their Hearts with ſuch a Tenderneſs for him, 
that they wou'd permit no Body to touch him, but 
themſelves ; and finding he had yet Life in him, re- 


mounted with him, laying him a croſs their Knees, and, 


in that Poſture, carried him to their Palace, where they 
made him be put into a Bed ; and the. beſt Surgeons 
were immediately ſent for, to take Care ef the Hurts he 
had received. : | 
Tus amiable Child, who had regain'd his Spirits 
by the tender Careſſes given him by the Count and 


Counteſs, remembred what had happened to him; and 


finding himſelf between the Arms of Perſons unknown 
to him, and in a magnificent Bed and Apartment, ſeem- 


ed neither abaſhed nor diſconcerted at it; but returned 


the Embraces thcy gave him with ſo charming a Grace, 
as perfectly aſtoniſhed Don Fernand de Ribeiros, and Ste- 
pbania his Spouſe ; who confeſſed they had never ſeen 
any thing ſo worthy their Admiration. But giving 
Truce to their tender Civilities, that he might have his 
Wounds dreſs'd, they heard with an inexpreſſible Joy, 
that he had none mortal, having only ſome light Con- 
tuſions on his Body, and one Cut in his Head, which, 
thro' Care, wou'd be no way dangerous, and was the 
only Place whence the Blood ifſued, which had given 
them ſo much Terror for him. The Surgeons, how- 
ever, after having applied proper Things to him, or- 
dered ke ſhou'd not be obliged to ſpeak much. 

THz 
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Tur Counteſs Ze Ribeiros ſat on the Side of the Be?, 
nor wou'd be ſeparated from him ; and as the Habit he 
had on, was rich enough to make her think he was of 
an elevated Condition, ſhe prayed him, kiſſing him at 
the ſame time with the utmoſt Tenderneſs, to tell her 
his Name, and that of his Family : On which, without 
the leaſt Hefitation, and with an Air that charmed her 
more than ever, I am called Carlos, ſaid he, and am 
Nephew to Don Lewis de Zagreda, who loves me as his 
Son, and who, without doubt, wou'd have b en already 
here, if he had been informed of this Accident. 
While he was ſpeaking, the Eyes of the Count and 
Counteſs ſwam in Tears in ſpite of them; and they 
felt the ſame Emotions of Love, Admiration and Com- 
paſſion for this charming Boy, as they wou'd have done 
for one of their own Blood. 

He had no ſooner named Don Lewis de Zagreda, 
than the Count 4e Ribeiros, who knew him perfectly, 
— 1 a Chariot to be made ready to fetch him to his 
Palace. 

In the mean time, the Valet, who had been Wit- 
neſs of the Misfortune of Don Carlos, not doubting 
but he was dead, and almoſt out of himſelf with De- 
ſpair, ran Home, and in the moſt frantick manner re- 
lated the dreadful Tidings to Don Lewis. Leocadia 
was preſent when he came in, and forgetting all the 
Reaſons ſhe had to conceal how nearly ſhe was int2- 
reſted in his Fate, flew directiy to the Plac? where th: 
Servant told her he had left him. A great Number of 
People having aſſembled themſelves there, ſhe was told 
by them, without Order or Congruity, the Accident of 
the Child, and the generous Behaviour of the Coant 
and Counteſs, every one relating it after a different Fa- 
ſhion ; but Leocadia finding, in the End, that he a in 
their Pala e, wou'd have run thither on Foot, tho? it 
was at a conſiderable Diſtance, if Don Lewis had nor 
come that Moment with his Equipage, and they went 
together. : 
Tuer entered juſt as the Count had given O. ders 

for the Chariot to fetch Don Lawis; and News was 
Vol. IV. 8 | no 
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no ſooner brought him of their Arrival, than both he 
and the Counteſs came to receive them. 

I am extremely troubled, ſaid the Count to Don Lewis, 
that to ſo unhappy Occaſion I owe the Honour of ſeein 
you here; but, Signior Don Lewis, be comforted, I af 
{ure you there is nothing to be feared for your admirable 
Nephew ; with whom the Counteſs and myſelf are fo 
much charmed, that he is no leſs dear to us than to yourſelf, 

WHtLE they held this Diſcourſe, and Don Lewis was 
replying with all the Reſpe& due to the great Quality of 
Don Fernand de Ribeiros; the Counteſs embraced Leo- 
cadia, who having lifted up her Veil, diſcovered ſo per- 
fect a Beauty, that the other retreated ſome Steps, to 
ſatisfy the Aſtoniſhment the Sight of ſo many Charms 
had inſpired her with. Ah! cry'd ſhe, renewing her 
Careſſes, has Don Lewis all this time concealed an An- 
gel in his Houſe ? Has he been in Poſſeſſion of ſuch 
a Treaſure as this, and wou'd ſuffer none of his Friends 
to congratulate him upon it ? Leocadia reply'd to 
theſe Words, with a Wiſdom and Modeſty, which com- 
pleated the gaining of Stephania's Heart, who, taking 
her by the Hand, conducted her to the Apartment 
where they had put Don Carlos, while the Count did 
tne ſame by Don Lewis. | 

Waen this beautiful Child perceived them —_ 
into the Room, he raiſed himſelf upon his Pillow, an 
ſtretching out his Arms, Signior, ſaid he, addreſſing 
himſelf to Don Lew:s, the Monte I have ſuſtained are 
nothing in compariſon with the Honours I have received 
from the Generoſity of theſe noble Perſons. Don Lewrs 
embraced him with Tears of Joy; and judging of Leo- 
cadia's Impatience, withdrew to give her Place. IT he 
Careſſes ſhe gave her Son, and thoſe ſhe received from 
him, were fo lively and touching, that Don Lewzs fear- 


ing thcy would appear extraordinary to the Count and 


Counteſs, who never had their Eyes off Don Carlos, 
endeavoured to divert their Attention by ſpeaking in 
this manner: 

My Daughter, ſaid he, has taken upon herſelf the 


Care of bringing up this Child; ſhe loves him ear” the 
ame 
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ſame Tenderneſs as if he were her Brother; therefore 
the Tranſports ſhe is in, at finding him in a Condition 
ſo much leſs to be feared than ſhe expected, cannot be 
wondered at. | 

ISIIIEZ VI there are none that can avoid loving him, 
reply'd Stephania; the firſt Moment I beheld him, I felt 
for him, Sentiments equal to thoſe I muſt have been in- 
ſpired with at the Sight of my own Son, in ſo dreadful 
a Situation. Alas ! continued ſhe, obliging them to 
fit, every Look of his brings to my Mind the firſt Years 
of a Son ſo dear to me, that his long Abſence ſpreads a 
Night of Sadneſs over all my Happineſs. It is now, 
purſued ſhe, burſting into Tears, near Seven Years ſince 
he has quitted us in ſo cruel and ſo ſtrange a manner as 
never will go out of my Memory e were Four 
Years without knowing to what Part of the World his 
Travels were directed, or if he were yet living 
and fince we have been informed he is in Flanders, we 
are not leſs afflicted by his obſtinate refuſing to return. 
Pardon me, Don Leis, added ſhe, that I entertain 
you with Things in which you can have no Concern : 
but Don Carlos is the Cauſe, All his Perſon and Beha- 
viour are accompanied with thoſe Graces I found in my 
Son, when of his Age; and tho' he was Twenty- three 
Years old when he departed, yet had he not loſt that 
Delicacy in his Features and Complexion, which I now 
ſee in this amiable Child In fine, there is ſo per- 
fect a Reſemblance between them, as ſurprizes me, 
pleaſes me, and at the ſame Time pains me. 

Dv&inG this Diſcourſe, Leocadia being a little reco- 
vered from the Trouble and Confuſion the Mis fortune 
of Don Carlos had involved her in, began to be more 
attentive to the Objects that offered themſelves to her 
View. The Magnificence of the Apartment attracted 
her Eyes, and put her in mind of that where her 
Unhappineſs had commenced, She ſaw a Cabinet ex- 
actly reſembling that whence ſhe had taken the Croſs : 
She ſaw the Windows of the Room defended by great 
Iron Bars from Top to Bottom, juſt as ſhe had found 
| thole ſhe had endeavoured to make her Eſcape 
WY from, 
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from, the Night of her Raviſhment. The Form of 
the Chamber was alſo the ſame with that ; the Door, 
the Bed, and all the Moveables were alike placed ; and 
the more ſhe looked about her, the more her Heart 
was agitated : But continuing to examine every thing, 
ſhe remembred the Tapeſtry, the Gold Fringe, the em- 
boſs'd Work of the Chairs, which were of the ſame 
Number with thoſe ſhe had counted that fatal Night ; 
and all conforming with a Place ſo ever preſent to her 
Thoughts, an univerſal Shivering ſeized on every Part, 
and the laſt Words of Szephania compleating the Aſſu- 
rance of what ſhe cou'd not but before imagine, ſhe fell 
in a Swoon, in the Arms of that Lady, near whom ſhe 


was ſitting. 


The End ef the FIRST PART, 
3 MA 57 


V O L 


SxQuEL of the 
SEVENTEENTH DAY. 


O unexpected an Accident filled every 
one with Surprize and Grief: Don 
Lewis ſuppoſing it only to proceed 
from the Remains of that Terror ſhe 
had been in for Don Carlos, intreated the 

WORK Counteſs, that ſhe might be conducted 
into another Room, for the Benefit of the Air, that be- 
ing kept extremeiy cloſe on Account of the Child. 

Stephania, who had the ſame Imagination, made one 

of her Women take Leocadia under one Arm, while ſhe 

ſupported her under the other, and fo led her into her 

own Apartment, where was a large Balcony open to a 

magnificent Garden. | 
THERE the Counteſs, aſſiſted by her Women, unfaſt- 

ned her Garments, doing all they cou'd for her Reco- 
very ; but perceiving, that the more of her was unveil'd, 
the more Graces ſhe diſcovered, they cou'd not help 


I 3 giving 
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gzivirg her {ach Preiſes, one to the other, as had ſhe 
been capable cf hearing, would have made her almoſt 


die with Shame. The ſweet Water, however, that 


they threw on her Face, and the Air at length reſtored 
her Spirits ; and finding herſelf ha!f naked among fo 
many People, a modeſt Crimſon covered all her Face, at 
the fame Inſtant that a Torrent of Tears, too long re- 
firain'd, burſt, with the utmoſt Vi-4ence, from her Eyes, 
The Counteſs was pierced to the He:.rt, to ſee her in 
this Pity-moving Poſture, and tenderly kiſſing her, Beau- 
tiful Leccedia, ſaid ſhe, recollect yourſelf, and calm 
theſe Tranſports of a Grief, for which there is no Cauſe; 
I do aſſure you, there is nothing to fear for Don Carlos; 
difturb not then, the Joy we have to find him in ſo good 
a State, by putting us into new Apprehenſions for you, 

LEOCADIA could no otherwiſe reply to theſe obli- 
ging Words, than by kiſſing the Hands of her who ſpoke 
them, and bathing them with her Tears ; while, at 
the ſame time, her Boſom ſent forth Sighs ſo deep, and 
in ſuch ſwift Succeſſion, as gave the other ſufficient room 
to imagine, ſomething of greater Conſequence to her, 
than the Indiſpoſition of Don Carlos, was the Subject 
of ſo extraordinary an Affection. In this Conjecture, 
having made all her Women withdraw, ſhe took the 
diſcanſolate Beauty in her Arms, and embracing her 
with all the Marks of an unfeigned Affection, Charming 
Leccadia, ſaid ſhe, if the Agitations I ſee you in, are 
occaſioned by any Misfortune more conſiderable than 
the Accident that has happened to your Couſin; and if 
you think I love, and am capable of ſerving you, I in- 
treat, I conjure you to declare it to me. I am re- 


ſolved, that neither you nor Don Carlos ſhall depart 


from my Houſe, till his Cure is fully perfected 
therefore, look on me as your Friend — as your Mo- 
ther ; in fine, as a Woman who feels both for you and 
him, the moſt tender Emotions. 

How happy wou'd it be for me, Madam, anſwer— 
ed Leocadia, and how much more happy than it is 
now miſerable, wou'd my Condition be, if I were ſure 


you wou'd always retain the ſame Sentiments ! But, 


CON 
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continued ſhe, I muſt make a Proof of it, — my Fate 
obliges me to do it, whatever ſhall be the Conſequence. 
Il have a ſurprizing Story, Madam, to acquaint 
you with I riſque every thing in diſcovering it, 
but your Goodneſs, and thoſe interior Motions you ſpeak 
of, in Favour of Don Carlos, makes me think I ſhould 
riſque yet more in keeping Silence But, Madam, 
added ſhe, permit my Father may come into this Room, 
and that he alone may be Witneſs of the Secret I am 
about to confide in you — You may afterwards make 
what uſe you pleaſe of it, and are at Liberty to com- 
municate it to the Count your Spoule. | 
STEPHANIA, whoſe Curioſity, as well as Tender- 
neſs, was greatly heightened by theſe Words, ſent for 
Don Lewis, to come into her Apartment, and defired 
the Count to remain in that of Don Carlos, for Reaſons 
which ſhe bid her Woman tell him he ſhould after be in- 
formed of. Her Will was perfectly obſery'd ; and as 
ſoon as Don Lexis entered, Signior, ſaid Leocadia to 
him, it is now time to break that Silence we have ſo long 
preſerved ; but before I begin the Account I am to give, 
if you have about yon the Jewel I committed to your 
Charge, I beg you will ſhew it to Madam the Counteſs, 
perhaps ſhe may have ſome Knowledge of the Owner, 
Don Lewis was in the utmoſt Conſternation at this 
Diſcourſe of his Daughter ; but knowing her Modeſty 
and Prudence, judged ſhe muſt have ſtrong Convictions 
to enable her to take ſuck a Reſolution ; and immedi- 
ately took a Box out of his Pocket, which he always 
carried about him, and having opened it, preſented to 
the Counteſs that Diamond Croſs, Leocadia had taken 
from the Cabinet of her Raviſher. I never, faid he, go 
without this, in Hope the Juſtice of Heaven will, in 
ſome lucky Hour, diſcover to me the Maſter. 
STEPHAN [4 had no ſconer caſt her Eyes upon it, 
than, without regarding the laſt Words of Don Lexis, 
— — Have I, cry'd ſhe, ſome Knowledge of the 
Owner of this Croſs! who can doubt it, fince it belongs: 
to my Redolpho ! that dear Son of whom you heard me 


ſpeak it was a Preſcnt to him from the Queen, 
I 4 that 
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that Day that their Majeſties honoured him with the 
Order of Calatrava : I thought he had taken it 
with him, and cannot comprehend by what Chance it 
fell into your Hands, | | 
Ir was by an Adventure, replied Leocadia, ſo cruel 
to me, that I cannot remember it without Horror : 
Then, with a Voice frequently interrupted with Sighs, 
ſhe recounted all that paſſed between her and her Ra- 
viſher, not forgetting any Circumſtance which might 
prove the Truth of her Words, and the Manner by 
which ſhe came by the Croſs. The exact Reſemblance, 
continued ſhe, between the Chamber whence I took 
this Jewel, and that wherein I found my Son, and that 
which you ſay is between the Features of your Son and 
this Child, and the Time you tell me Rede ph has been 
ou. all ſerve to confirm me, I have no where elle to 
eek the Undoer cf my Honour. Fear, Hope and Grief, 
on the firſt Surprize, threw me into the Condition you 
have ſeen: All that perplexes me, is, that I paſſed that 
fatal Night thro” a great Court, which at my Entrance 
To- day I did not, and that little expecting the Diſcovery 


I now have made, I did not count the Number of the 


Stairs; but well J remember, thoſe my Raviſher made 
me deſcend were Fifteen. 

Tis enough, cried the Counteſs, throwing herſelf 
all in Tears, on the Neck of Leocadia ; there needs no 
more to prove, it is my own Blood that runs in the 
Veins of Don Carlo. my immediate Inclinations 
for him, the Agonies I felt at ſeeing him hurt, the 
| Pleaſure it gave me to embrace him, and the exact Si- 
militude between him and Rodolpho, are greater Aſ- 
ſurances to me than all your Obſervations g - My 
dear Leocadia, added ſhe, henceforward I ſhall regard 
you as my Daughter ; and as thoſe Things which we 
call Misfortunes, are ſometimes our greateſt Bleſſings, 
let us all join in Thanks to Heaven for this ==— Ko- 
 dolpho, who, no doubt, has ſuffered for his Crime, will 
find the Reward of his Sufferings, in being united for 
ever to a Perſon the moſt worthy in the World of him 


— and you, my lovely Daughter, will taſte the ow 
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of Happineſs in a more elevated Degree, than if you 
had never known a contrary State. 

THEN, impatient that the Count de Ribeiros was ſo 
long ignorant of the Subject of their Entertainment, 
ſhe made him be called ; and without giving him time 
to ſpeak to Don Lewis or his Daughter, recited to him 
all that ſhe had learned from Leocadia. | 

THr1is Nobleman, to whom Honour was ever ſacred, 
and who look'd on Juſtice as a Vertue moſt becoming 
the Dignity of Man, had the ſame Sentiments on this 
Affair as his illuſtrious Spouſe ; and as Nature had 
work' d no leſs ſtrongly in him at the Sight of Don Car- 
los, he was as ſtrongly convinced of the Truths told 
him. He embraced Don Lewis, and conjured him to 
forget the Crime of Rodolpho, fince he wou'd make him 
repair it ſo gloriouſly to Leocadia, that nothing ſhou'd 
be wanting to her Satis faction Then turning to 
Leocadia, he gave her Careſſes not inferior in Tender- 
neſs to thoſe ſhe had received from Stephania. But the 
Soul of this beautiful Lady was wholly diſſolved in Joy 
and Gratitude ; fhe threw herſelf at his Feet, in ſpite 
of the Efforts he made to hinder her ; and not being 
able to find Words expreſſive enough to make known 
what paſſed in her Heart, ſhe embraced his Knees, then 
thoſe of the Counteſs, kiſs'd their Hands; and in this 
dumb Rhetorick, teſtified, better than her Tongue 
cou'd have done, the Exceſs of her Contentment. 

Ar laſt, Don Fernand rais'd her from the Ground, 
and taking her in his Arms, and calling her a thouſand 
times his deareſt Daughter, entreated her to give over 
her Tears, and her too great Reſpects; told her, he 

look'd on her Alliance as honourzble, and that if there 
was ſome Difference between his Eſtate and that of Don 
Levis, he thought himſelf happy in the Advantage, 
only becauſe it gave him Power to render her one of 
the richeſt Women in all Spain. Theſe generous Ex- 
preſſions cou'd not be unanſwered in the moſt thankful 
manner by Don Lewts, who, in ſpite of the Nobility of 
his Blood, had never hoped to give his Daughter a Huſ- 


band of the Rank of the Count dz Ribeiros. 
| 1 5 WHEN. 
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Wren the firſt Tranfports of Joy and Gratitude were 
a little over, Stephania t. Id Leocadia, that ſhe had not 
been deceived in any thing ſhe had remarked in her Pa- 
lace ; that the Door by which Redo/pho uſed ordinarily 
to enter his Apartment, was in another Court, which 
had en Entry at the Foot of the Stairs, the Number of 
which was as ſhe had ſaid. And I am no longer aſto- 
niſhed, purived ſhe, at the ſtrange Faſhion in which he 
quitted ue, and the obſcure Meaning contain'd in that 
Letter we found in his Chamber, atter his Departure, 
addreſs'd to his Father: According to the Date of that 
Letter, and the Time of Leocadia's being carried off, it 
muſt be wrote the next Day after We had been many 
Days without ſeeing him, and our blind Affection hav- 
Ing given him too _ a Liberty, we were beginning to 
repent ourſelves of it; and being greatly diſquieted to 
hear he had made choice of Perſons for his Companions. 
and Friends, who were irregular in their Conduct, and 
dangerous in their Principles, we were coniulting on 
Meaſures to draw him off from ſuch Society, when one 
of his People brought us a Letter which he had left on 
his Table. | 
Is ſpeaking this, the Counteſs opened a little Filla- 
grene Trunk, that ſtocd upon her Toilet, and having 
taken out a Paper, read it to Don Lewzs and Leocadia; 
it contained theſe Words, 3 


To the Count DB RI1iBEI1ROS. 
« My Lord, 


<6. HE Folly and Wantonneſs of Youth have made 
* me act in a manner ſo little worthy of my 


*© Birth, or that noble Education you have given me, 
„ that I cannot, without Shame, appear before your 
«« Eves, or remain any longer in 70e e The Re- 
„ mcmbrance of my Faults fills me with ſuch an abun- 
« dant Horror, that I ſhou'd think it happy for me, if 
*« thislat Night were the laſt of my Life———I therefore 
go to ſearch in other Countries thoſe glorious Princi- 
« ples of Honour and Vextue you have endeavour'd to 

| — inſpire 


® 
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«© inſpire me with; where, if my Remorſe for 
« what I have done does not quit me, at leaſt my Vi- 
e ces will no: f llow me, and you will have no further 
« Cauſe to bluſh for having given to the World, 


«© The unfortunate RoDdoLPHO:. 


Tais Letter, ſaid Don Fernand, involved us in the 


utmoſt Perplexity ; we cou' not gueſs of what Fault, 


or what Misfortune it was he ſpoke ;. but being too well 
aſſur'd his Conduct had been irregular, I was not ſorry 
he had taken a Reſolution to travel: As we cou'd not, 
on the moſt diligent Enquiry, hear to what Place he 
was gone, we concluded he went incegnito, and by a 
fictitious Name. You mult believe, however, the 
Trouble it gave us both, eſpecially Stephania, when a 
long Courſe of Time roll'd on, without either ſeeing 
him return, or being able to learn the leaſt News con- 
cerning him 
Accident diſcovered to us that he was in Flanders; fince 


which we have wrote ſ.yeral Letters to him, filled with 


Perſuaſions to return, but altogether in vain. He gave 
us for ' Anſwer, That Death would be leſs terrible to 
him than the Sight of Toledo 


ſend one of my Gentlemen Poſt to him, who ſhall not 
quit him, till he has brought him to me. 


 Ta1ts Reſolution of the Count de Ribeiros was imme- 
diately put in Practice; the Gentlemen was diſpatched, 


with Letters the moſt 1 that could be, and the 
moſt poſitive Command to Rodolphe to return without 


Delay. While Don Fernand and Stephania were thus 


employ'd, Leocadia paiied the Time with Don Carlos, 
now giving a Looſe to all her Tenderneſs, and in- 


dulging herſelf for the firſt Time in calling him hr 


Son, and accompanying her Words with Millions of 
Kiſſes, all which the Child returned with the fa: e 
Ardency ; but not being accuſtomed to the tender 
Title ſhe gave him, and not daring to call her Mo- 
ther, was demanding the Reaſon ;- when the Coun-- 


tels, having done writing, cane into the Chamber, 
1. 6 anl. 


* 
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It is not yet three Months fince an 


But, continued tl e- 
Count, he ſhall no longer be Maſter of himſelf, I w 1} 
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and hearing the witty manner in which he queſtioned 
Leocadia, drew near to him, and taking him by the 
Hand, Yes, Don Carlos, ſaid ſhe, the incomparable Leg- 
tadia is no longer your Couſin, but your Mother, nor 
muſt you call her by any other Name henceforth. 

TH1s amiable Child, far from being aſtoniſhed at ſo 
unexpected a Piece of News, ſtretched out his Arms to 
Leccadia, and repaid with Uſury all the Careſſes ſhe had 
rvcn him: I am charm'd, cried he, I am charm'd to 
find I have ſuch a Mother; — but who then is my Fa- 
ther? Will you not give me a Father alſo? Yes, I pro- 
mite you, replied Stephania, who took an extreme Plea» 
ſure in hearing him ſpeak, and you ſhall know him very 
ſoon. 

Tu greateſt Part of the Day was taken up in theſe 
Endearments ; and the Count and Counteſs being abſo- 
lutely reſolved not to part with Leocadia, obliged her to 
conſent to remain in their Palace, where they allotted 
her a magnificent Apartment adjoining to their own ;_ 
and as Don Carlos ſecmed too far from them in that of 
Rodo/pho, they made him be removed to a fine Pavillion 
zt the End of a Gallery, which led to the Countels's 
Antichamber. In fine, nothing could be added to what 
the Count de Ribeiros and Stephania did, on this Occ» 
fon, to expreſs the real Affection they had both for the 
Mother and the Son; and Don Leavis, who wou'd not 
be prevailed on to flay, returned to his Houſe, more 

_ overwhelmed with Joy and Gratitude, than he had left 
it with Concern and Grief. | 

Tue beautiful Feocadia wou'd have none of her own 
Women to attend her in this Palace, but the faithful 
Lucia; not only becauſe ſhe wou'd not be too incom- 
modi us to her generous Hoſteſs, but alſo becauſe ſhe 
wou'd have none but that Confidant witneſs of what 
paſſed. The Hurts of the young Don Cas las were cured 
in eight Days, and his Health y re · eſtabliſned. 
Puring this Time, the Counteſs and her noble Spouſe 
tavi:g gained a more perſect Knouledge of Leocadia, 
regargeu her as a Miracle of Wit and Vertue: Her 
Succineſs and Complaiſence made her Miſtreſs of 0 
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the Hearts in-that Palace, and equally charming by her 
Beauty, Character, and Accompliſhments, had no fewer 
Conqueſts than there were Perſons to behold her. Don 
Lewis came there every Day, and not one paſſed over 
without his receiving Millions of Bleſſings from the 
Count and Counteſs, for being the Author of a Perſen 
ſo every way compleat and perfect. 

As ſhe play'd to Admiration on ſeveral Sorts of muſi- 
cal Inftruments, and had the fineſt Voice in the World, all 
the Evenings were deveted to that Amuſement ; and tho 
according to the Cuſtom of Spain, no Strangers were ad- 
mitted to thoſe Entertainments, yet Leocadia did not want 
a great Number of Admirers, among thoſe who were of. 
the Blood of the Count or Counteſs de Ribeiros, and for 
that reaſon, had the Privilege of ſeeing and hearing her. 

Ir was thus that they found Means to beguile the 
Length of Time, which mutt needs elapſe before they 
cou'd hear News of Rodolpbo, which they all expected 
with a ſufficient Impatience, but Zeocadia with the maſt. 
This lovely Creature now ſeeing herſelf at Liberty to 
purſue her Inclination, without any Shame, delivered 
herſelf up intirely to it; but in the midſt of her Hopes 
of her being in a ſnort Time thE Wife of Rodolpho, the 
Fears of not being loved by him, mingled with thoſe 
other more agreeable Ideas; and as ſhe concealed no- 
thing from her dear Lucia, ſhe often entertained her on 
this Theme: A vicious and ungovernable Wantonneſs, 
ſaid ſhe to her, enflam'd him once with a Deſire of poſ- 
ſeſling me, without having ſcarce ſeen me; and, per- 
haps, after the firſt Tranſports, deteſting his Deport- 
ment, cou'd not fee the Occaſion of it without Pain; 
and my feeble Attractions, far from giving Birth to a lau- 
dable Paſſi en in his Heart, have excited only Indiffe- 

rencu, and it may be, added ſhe, with a Sigh, Contempt. 
IIC. who was of a pay, {prightly Diſpoſition, 
wou'd not ſuffer her to continue in an Appreh:niion, 
which ſcemed to her to have io weak a Foundation; 
and ſec ing cvery thing ſuccced fo much beyond their 
Hopes, gave herſelf a greater Liberty of Speech than 
was uſual with her on this Occaſion, I judge _ 
Other- 
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_etlierwiſe, Madam, ſaid ſhe, of the Sentiments of Nad. 
Pho : If the Sight of you but for half a Moment inipj- 
red him with a Paſſion he was unable to reſiſt, what 
ſhall become of him, to behold thyſ thouſand Charms 
which he had not time then to examine? I rather p- 
prehend, continued fhe, laughing, that after what he 
has been compelled to do by an imperfect c gut of you, 
he will entirely loſe his Reaſon, when he ſhail view the 
whole Luſtre of your Beauty. 

By ſuch like Diſcourſes, the diſſipated all the Drſqui- 
ets of her Miſtreſs. But while every one in the Palace 
ſeem'd to vie with the other in manifeſting their Zeal 
and Attachment to the amiable Lescadia, the Gentleman 
who was ſent to Redo/pho, found him at Gaunt, where 
the Archduke then kept his Court: He was held there 
in an Eſteem and Con:uderation which might have ſatis- 
fied the utmoſt Wiſhes of a vain Heart, and cou'd not 
but have been pleaſing to his, if that which paſſed in his 
Mind had left any Remains of Self-love. Bat all the 
Honours he received from the Prince, the Friendſhips he 
had made with the Courtiers, and the Amuſements with 
which that Palace abounded, had not the Power to eraſe 
the Memory of that laſt Night he had paſſed at Toledo: 
His injured Unknown purſued him every where; the 
Sound of her Voice v/as perpetually in his Ears, and, in 
ſpite of the Diverſity of Places thro* which his Curioſity 
had carried him, the Rarities of Tah, and the Beauties 
of France, he was always polſleſs'd by tae Object of his 
Remorſe, and of his Love; and tho? his Love took riſe 
from that very Offence whic! ordinarily deſtroys it in. 
other Men, it the more firmly rooted it in him; and all 
the Circumſtances of that Adventure, which were never. 
one Moment from his Thoughts, making him appear 
hate ful to himſelf at the ſame time rendered the beauti- 
ful Occeſion more adorable ; and in the whoie Courſe of 
his Seven Years Abſence, he neither found any Ceſſa- 
tion to his Grief, nor Abatement in hie Love. 

Bor that which greatly added to his Trouble, was 
the Afurarce, that it was the Urknoxun who had taken. 


the Croſs out of his Cabinet, and by that Mens, 
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wou'd diſcover the Author of her Rape. He had laid 
it in the Drawer of that Cabinet, when he left his 
Apartment, in order to go into the Country with his, 
Friends, as he never took thoſe Marks of Diſtinction 
when he went upon a Party of Pleaſure ; and having 
the Key of that Chamber in his Pocket, no Perſon cou'd 
have been in ; it muſt therefore be the Unknown who 


had committed the Robbery, in hope of revenging what 


ſhe had ſuffered by him. Neither cou'd he flatter him- 
ſelf with being conceal'd, if ſhe expoſed that Croſs ;. 
for tho* there were many of the Order, his was adorn'd 
in a peculiar manner, and much richer than any of the 
others; and beieg a Preſent to him from the Queen, 
wou'd be known to the whole Court. 


Wren he reflected on this, and that the Woman for 


whom he burned with the extreme Paſſion, ſhou'd 


know that it was Rodo/pho de Ribeiros from whom ſhe. 


had received ſo unpardonable an Outrage, he was ready 
to die with Shame and Rage. | 


TAE * of his Soul were the more violent, in 


that he had reſolved never to confide ſo far in any Per- 
ſon, as to truſt them with the Secret of his Love and 
Grief. The ſtrongeſt Paſſions find ſome Eaſe in being 
communicated ; and as he refuſed that only Relief, he 
ſuffered himſelf to be continually torn with ſuch Emo- 
tions, as it would be very difficult to deſcrib-. 


Ir was in chis cruel Situation the Gentleman from his 
Father found him, and preſented to him his Diſpatches. 


It is ſo natural for thoſe whoſe Minds are wholly taken 


up with any one thing, to imagine every thing they hear. 


or ſee has a Tendency to that, that it is not to be won- 
dered at, that Rodolpho imagining his Secret was diſco- 
ver'd, open'd the Letters with a Terror equal to his. 
Impatience, That from the Count was in theſe Terms: 


To RodopPHo DE RIBEIROS. 
” A* Affair of the moſt preſſing Nature, and of 
6s , 


near Concern to both our Hondurs, obliges 


me to command your immediate Return; heſitate 
| not 
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* not to obey me, if either my Glory or your own have 
* any Share in your Conſideration, | 


FzRNAND DE RIEBEIROS. 


In that of Szephania, he found theſe Words: 


To RoDoOLPHO DE RIBEIR OS. 


«« "4 HE Moment you receive theſe, my Son, quit 
* the Place you are in; the moſt cruel Affront 
in Nature demands your Preſence at Toledo : And, 
* fince we have only you to ſupport the Glory of your 
« Blood, ſhew yourſelf worthy of it, by your Eagerneſs 
to return, if you wou'd ſtill find the ſame tender 


Mother you have done in 


STEPHANIA DE RIBEIROS. 


Tur Words Afront, Honour, and Glory, worked on 
Rodo/pho all the Effect they were intended for: He pre- 
ſently imagin'd his Father had received ſome Outrage, 
and that he was called to waſh off the Affront in the 
Blood of his Enemy. In this Thought, an Ardency 
for Vengeance took up ail his Breaſt : Let us go, cry'd. 
he, and ſhew Don Fernand, that Rodolpho is his Son. 
But, Leonard, ſaid he, to the Gentleman tnat brought 
the Letters, can you tell me nothing of. this Affair? 
Have you no farther Inſtructions for me than what is 
here contain'd ? But he, who had Orders to diſcover 
nothing to him, reply'd, That his Commiſſion extended 
no farther, and that all he knew of the Matter was, 
that both the Count and Counteſs appeared greatly agi- 
tated v. hen they put theſe Letters into his Hand, and 
had expreſsly charged him, not to return without effect- 
ing the Buſineſs he was ſent upon. There needed no 
more to oblige Rodolpho to depart ; full of Courage, of 
Reſpect and Love to his Parcuts, he haſted to give them 
Proofs of it: And it was in this only Moment, that the 


Memory of his Unknown abandon'd him. 


Hs 
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He immediately put his Affairs in order, took Leave 
of the Archduke and the other Nobility, with whom 
he had been intimate, and came Poſt with Leonard, who 
quitted him at a little Diſtance from Toledo, to ad ver- 
tiſe the Count and Counteſs of his Approach. 

Two Months were elapſed fince the Departure of 
Leonard, and Stephania was expecting every Moment, 
when he appeared with the joyful Tidings. The 
Tranſports of fo tender a Mother, at hearing her dear 
and only Son was ſo near at hand, after an Abſence of 
Seven Years, might well be expected to engroſs her 
whole Sonl, at leaſt for ſome time ; but they had al- 
ready reſolved in what manner they ſhou*'d conduct the 
Plan they had laid, that her Emotions did not hinder 
her in the leaſt from putting every thing in the Order 
they had projected. 

SHE made Leocadia and the young Don Carlos retire 
into an Apartment on ithe other Side of the Palace, 
whence they were not to ſtir till the Time they had 
concluded; and injoined all the Servants to Secre- 
cy, on every thing that had paſſed: Which, every one 
hoping to have a Share in the Pleaſure this Accident 
wou'd at laſt create, was obſerved with the utmoſt 
PunQuality, | | 

Is fine, Rodolpho arrived, and tho* the Equipage of 
a Man that rides Poſt cou'd not have much Decorum, 
he wou'd not change it, that he might the better teſtify 
to the Count and Counteſs, the Haſte he made to obey 
their Commands, This Interview drew Tears of Joy 
and Tenderneſs from all Parties; and tho' Don Fernand 
did his utmoſt to maintain his Gravity, he cou'd not 
reſtrain his Eyes from overflowing, when he beheld his 
Son at his Feet. 

STEPHANIA embraced him a thouſand times: And 

this ſeven Years Abſence had made ſo advantageous an 
Alteration in his Perſon, that ſhe cou'd not help regard- 
ing him with Admiration ; the Regularity of his Features, 
the uncommon Luftre of his Eyes, the Exactneſs of his 
Shape, noble Stature, and that Air of Grandeur which 


accompanied the leaſt of his Actions, made him appear 
no 
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no lefs accompliſhed a Man, than Leocadia was a Wo. 
man. But that which attracted the Eyes of both the 
Count and Counteſs, was, in ſpite of the Difference be- 
tween Maturity and Childhood, the perfect Reſemblance 
the young Don Carlos had of him; and had they not 
been before confirmed by a thouſand Circumſtances of 
the Truths Leocadia had told them, this of itſelf had 
been enough. | 
Tre firſt Tranſports of their meeting were no ſooner 
over, than Nodolpho entreated his F — to let him 
know by what manner he cou'd prove himſelf worthy 
to be his Son, and repair the firſt Faults of his Youth, 
My Son, reply'd Don Fernand, I am ſatisfied with your 
Obedience, and charmed with the laudable Impatience 
you teſtify to anſwer the Demands ef Duty and Ho- 
nour ; but the Aﬀair I wrote to you upon, 1s accom- 
modated; I was not offended in ſuch a manner, cou'd 
admit no other Satisfaction than the Blood of the Of. 
fender; it was my firſt Emotions that dictated the Let- 
ter you received, but I have now more calm Reflections. 
However, I am not ſorry I have acled in that Faſhion, 
ſince by it you are reſtored to your Family Go, 
and take that Repoſe which is neceſſary after the Fa- 
tigue of your Journey To- morrow I will ac- 
quaint you with every thing you deſire to know. 
RODOLPHO, who perceived his Father had no 
Inclination to ſpeak farther at preſent, forbore to preſs 
him on that Article, and deſired he wou'd permit him 
only to change his Habit, and enjoy the Satisfaction of 
aſſing the Remainder of the Day with his Mother. As 
theſe Words, he was conducted to his own Apartment, 
where all the ſad Ideas which had ſo long tormented 
him, and, but in the Hurry of his Father's Commands, 
had known Ceſiation, returned with double Force into 
his Mind, on entering a Place which had been the Scene 
of that Crime, to which they owed their Birth, He 
cou'd not ſee again that Chamber and that Bed, with- 
out being agitated with the molt cruel Refleftions —— 
His former Melancholy came now accompanied with 


Horror, to which abandoning himſelf, he fell into — 
5 | h a Con- 


C 

a Condition, that had Don Fernaxd or Stephania ſeen 

him that Moment, it wou'd ſcarce have been poſlible 

for them to have known him. 

Tux Counteſs, in the mean time, judging of the Suſ- 
2 Leocadia muſt be in, had ne ſooner quitted her 


n, than ſhe went to her Apartment, where ſhe found 


her all in Tears, holding Don Carlos in her Arms, and 
begging of Heaven to inſpire Rodo/pho de Ribeiros with 
the Sentiments of a Father for that amiable Child. Sze- 
phania entreated ſhe wou'd not doubt it, and that ſhe 
wou'd uſe her utmoſt Efforts to compoſe herſelf, for the 
better Accompliſhment of the Deſign they had formed. 
That beautiful Lady had been ſo ſtruck with the Cries 
of Joy, which reſounded thro* the Palace on the Arri- 
val of Rodolpho, and with the mixed and tumultuous 
Emotions of Hope and Fear, at the Knowledge he was 
ſo near her, and that che Criſis of her Happineſs or 
Miſery for ever was now at hand, that her very Soul 
ſeemed all diſſolved, and ſtreaming at her Eyes. The 
illuſtrious Stephania was à long Time before ſhe cou'd 
diſſipate theſe 1 ; but at laſt her Endeavours 
ſucceeded, Leocadia grew more aſſured, and promiſed to 
bring herſelf into a Condition to execute her Pleaſure, 
with all the Reſolution that was neceſſary for it. 

THE Counteſs not being willing to give any Suſpicion 
to her Son by a too long Abſence, retired to her own 
Apartment, as ſoon as ſhe had a little ſettled the Mind 
of Leecadia ; and Rodolphe, to whom the Sight of his 
Lodgings was a perfect Hell, was coming into the ex- 
cellent Stephania's Antichauber the Moment ſhe en- 
tered. Don Fernand well knowing his Preſence inſpi- 
red too great a Reſpect and Awe in his Son, to ſuffer 
him to expreſs himſelf before him with that Libert 
he wiſhed, was already withdrawn, leaving his Wife 
to act in what manner ſhe thought fit, for the bet- 
ter Explication of Rodolpho's Sentiments. The Tender- 
neſs with which ſhe loved him, made her readily un- 
dertake this Taſk; and, in order to oblige him to 
ſpeak freely to her, omitted no Careſles that the fond- 


elt Mother cou'd beſtow ; but taking Notice of his 
profound 
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profound Melancholy. Rodolpho, ſaid ſhe, the Joy I have 
to ſee you is far from being perfect, fince I perceive you 
do not ſhare it with me. That gloomy Penſive- 
neſs and Languor, that fits upen your Brow, makes me 
think the Houſe of your Father has no longer any 
Charms for you, and that you have left at Gaunt, or 
ſome other Place, Objects more agrecable to your Mind 
than any you can find at Toledo. 

1'z1s Remark of Stephania's made Rodolphe figh, he 
had net Command enough over himſelf to conceal fo 
violent a Grief as he was now aſſailed with; but con- 
ſtraining it as much as poſſible, I {wear to you, Madam, 
anſwered he, that Teledo contains all that is dear to me 
in the World; and that in all my Travels, I have ne- 
ver ſeen an Object capable of making me forget, even 
for a Moment, what I have left behind. 

Tax Counteſs had a much better Gueſs than ke ima. 
gin'd, at the Meaning of theſe Words, but reſolved to 
make him explain himſelf: And why then, reſumed 


| the, are you not rejoiced in ſeeing us again or 


wherefore did you quit us? Fer, in fine, R:do/pho, con- 
tinued ſhe, I cannot think but ſuch @'precipitated De- 
parture as yours was, muſt be Kcaſe i by ſome very 
violent Diſcontent I know very well, that on 
our firſt attaining to the State of Man, you led a Life 
ittle worthy of you ; and had Companions who drew 
= into Irregularities I am unwilling to mention — 
ut after all, my Son, I know no young Man exempt 
from Faults ; you ought not for that Reaſon have aban- 
doned us. Cou'd you not quit your Vices without quit- 
ting a Father and Mother, who fo tenderly loved you, 
who were ever ready to forgive the falſe Steps you 
made ; and whoſe Example and Precepts might have 
re· conducted you in the Paths of Virtue ? | 
SPEAK, my dear Rodo/pho, nor diſguiſe to me the 
Cauſe of a Departure, which gave us ſo much Trouble, 
You have now nothing to fear from our Reſent- 


ments — We are fully convinced, you will re- 


ir all you have done, and one Day give us much more 


a 
Happiocſ than ever vou did Diſquiet therefore, 
| you 
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you ought not to apprehend either Reproaches or Ri- 

ours from us. Explain to me, I intreat, I con- 
jure, I command you, the obſcure Meaning of that 
Letter you left on your Table ; and, if you have any 
Sentiments of Duty or Tenderneſs for a Mother, to 
whom you have ever been ſo dear, refuſe me not this 
SatisfaCtion. 

Tx1s preſſing Solicitation threw Rodo/pho into the 
utmoſt Confuſion ; the Tears which his Mother cou'd 
not reſtrain from falling, while ſpeaking in this man- 
ner, made his flow faſt ; and his Heart, which had ne- 
ver yet diſburden'd itſelf in the Breaſt of any Perſon, 
found this Moment a kind of Sweetneſs in the Liberty 
of doing it, at the Feet of a Woman to whom he was 
bound by all the Ties of Blood, Nature, Duty and Af- 
fection. Shame, however, made ſome Reſiſtance to 
the Deſire he had of complying with her Demands ; 
and before he was able to declare the ſnocking Story, 
looking on her with an Air the moſt ſad and piereing: 
Ah, Madam! cry'd he, what a Confeſſion do you 
oblige me to make ! 

WHaTEvex it be, reply'd Stephanie haſtily, and wil- 
ling to take Advantage of the State ſhe ſaw him in, I 
again require it of you, and to embelden you to make 
it fully, I promiſe you an eternal Secrecy ; and that 
Don Fernaxd himſelf ſhall never know it, if it be any 
thing unfit for him to hear. 

TH1s Aſſurance from a Mouth on which he cou'd ſo 
well depend, the Teſtimonies of her Goodneſs to him, 
and above all, the Hope he had of finding Eaſe in the 
Communication of his Grief, determin'd him to make the 
Diſcovery. He remained ſome time with his Eyes fixed 
on the Earth, and his Arms acroſs his Breaſt, denoting the 
mward Perplexity he was in: At laſt changing ſuddenly 
his whole Poſture, he addreſſed her in theſe Terms. 

Berieve not, Madam, ſaid he, that I heſitate, if I 
ſhou'd obey you. I ſhou'd be indeed unworthy of 
that Tenderneſs you have always ſhewn to me, if I 
ſhou'd any longer preſerve a Secret you are deſirous to 
be informed of. But, O Heaven! how will the 


Reſpect I owe you permit me to make a Recital of 
an 
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an Adventure the moſt ſhocking in the World.! 
But you command it in Terms not to be withſtood; and 
the only Favour I entreat of you is, that you will re- 
member that you have done ſo. 

Tux, perceiving ſhe was attentive to what he was 
about to ſay, he recounted the Rape of Leocadia in the 
manner it happened, and as ſhe had before related, with 
theſe Additions, of the Promiſe he had made his Friends, 
his Horror for that Promiſe, and the Behaviour, which 
was afterwards inſpired by his Regret, the manner in 
which he deceived his Companions, his Return to Leo- 
cadia, and his Diſcourſe with her. But tho? he took all 
Precautions neceſſary, to make his Expreſſions ſuitable 
to the Chaſtity of the Ears of thoſe who heard him, he 
cou'd not ſpeak of the Violence of his Defire, and the 
Tranſports which compell'd him to ſuch an Action, 
without bringing Bluſhes ſeveral Times on the Face of 
the virtuous Stephania. However, he centinued his 
Narration, and concluded it with a Reſolution he took 
the ſame Night, to go out of Spain, and rather aban- 
don every thing, than remain in a Place which he had 
diſhonoured by ſo unworthy an Action. 

THts, Madam, ſaid he, is the Truth ef what you 
command me to reveal ; and the only Cauſe of my 
quitting you, and of that Melancholy you obſerve in 
me at my Return. But, methinks, reply'd the Coun- 
teſs, Time might eraſe the Memory of this Accident; 
and tho' your Crime was of the moſt grievous kind, I 
hope ſo long a Day of Penance, may be ſome Atone- 
ment for it It is true indeed, continued ſhe, 
that I did not expect an Account of this kind; but as 
I gave you my Promiſe not to make you any Reproach- 
es, I ſhall be filent on that Topick. 

Alas! Madam, cry'd he, my own Reflections are 
ſufficiently my own Tormentors ; ceu'd it be poſſible, 
that any _ cou'd be added to the Heinouſneſs of 
my Crime. Yet is Remorſe the leaſt of Ills that I en- 
dure; to my Misfortune, I love and adore the Object 
by whom I never can be but hated The Reſpect 
J have for her, is greater than the Outrage I . 

| one 
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done her; and as nothing wou'd be ſo happy for me as 
to know her, if there were a Poſſibility of her Forgive- 
neſs ; ſo that nothing is ſo terrible to me, as the Appre- 


henſions that, by the Means of that Croſs ſhe took 

away, the may one Day diſcover the Author of her 

8 and curſe Redol/pho in her nameleſs Raviſher, 
e 


I confeſs to you, Madam, that I can ſcarce retain my 


Reafon, when I reflect, that I am conſidered as the moit 


unworthy of Mankind, -by the only Woman my Fate 


will ſuffer me to adore. 
A THOUSAND Sighs now ſtrove for Paſſage in the 


Breaſt of the amorous Rodo/pho, and prevented him from 


proſecuting his Diſcourſe. Stephauia was touched fo 
ſenſibly with the Condition ſhe ſaw him in, that had it 
not been for Fear of diſobliging the Count, ſhe had 
calmed all the Diforders of his Mind, by acquainting 
him with what ſhe knew; but as ſhe was unwilling to 
infringe her Orders,ſhe conſtrained herſelf to conceal the 
Contentment it gave her to hear him ſpeak in this man- 
ner, and aſſuming an Air altogether grave and ſerious : 
Taz Paſſion, Pd ſhe, you have for this Unknown, is 
no leſs ſurprizing, than falling in Love after Death with 
a Perſon one never had any Tenderneſs for in Life. But 
I wou'd adviſe you, my Son, to make uſe of all your 
' Reaſon for extinguiſhing a Flame, which muſt render 
you unhappy, if indulg'd. If ſhe, you have offended, 
had been of noble Birth, having ſo authentick a Teſti- 
mony againſt you as that Croſs, her Parents would have 
endeavoured to revenge the Wrong, or at leaſt have 
obliged you to repair it, by making her your Wife ; 
but as Seven Years are paſſed ſince this Adventure, and 
we have heard nothing of it, ſhe muſt doubtleſs be 
ſome inconſiderable Creature, and took the Croſs from 
you only as the Price ſhe thought due for the Loſs 
of her Innocence. Or, perhaps, continued ſhe, ſhe 
may by this Time be dead. 
I wou'd have you think of her no more; Time 
eraſes every thing, and I hope will cure you of ſo 
fruitleſs a Deſire, and put you in a Condition to ac- 


cept a Sponſe worthy of you. Be aſſured, my dear 
Rodolpho, 


But whatever ſhe be, 
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Nodolphs. I ſhall omit nothing may ſerve to diſſipate 
thoſe melancholy Ideas; and among other Things, will 
engage the Daughter of Don Lew:zs de Zagreda, who is 
one of the molt amiable young Ladies in the World, 
and adear Friend of mine, to permit you to be preſent 
at the Pleaſure ſhe gives us ſometimes with the ſweet 
Accents of her Voice: Tis the only Conſolation I have 
taſted ſince your Departure, and I flatter myſelf, it will 
be no inconſiderable one to you. But 'tis late, added 
ſhe, I wou'd have you retire, and not ſhew yourſelf in 


Publick, till the Count has communicated ſomething 


to you he wou'd have you know. 

ODOLPHO let her know by his Anſwer, - that 
this laſt Order was unneceſſary, and that Solitude had 
more Charms for him, than either the Court or City. 
He returned her 'Thanks for all the Tokens ſhe had 
- him of her Goodneſs : But at the ſame tirae teſti- 

ed a great Indifference for the Amuſements ſhe of- 
fered him ; and then took his Leave, that ſhe might 
go to Bed. | 
Bur Repoſe was a Thing ſhe cou'd not reſolve to 
take, till after ſhe had viſited Leocadia, and given her 
a faithful Account of what had paſſed ; finding an ex- 
treme Pleaſure in being the firſt that ſhou'd "4 her 
of the Sentiments of Rodo/pho : The Count, who was 
there before her, was charm'd at the Recital, and Leo- 
cadia appeared no leſs ſenſible than ſhe ought. All their 
Meaſures being taken for the next Day, Don Fernand 
and Stephania withdrew to their Chamber, in order 
that Leocadia might enjoy the Sweets of that Ret, 
= the Confuſions of her Mind had for a long time 
enied. 


Bur Joy was now a greater Enemy to Sleep, than 
Grief had been; this beautiful Lady had ſo much to. 


think upon, ſo much to ſay, that the Night was too 
ſhort to give Vent to half the Tranſports of her Soul; 
the Morning found her thus employed, and the faith- 
ful Lucia had enough to do, to perſuade her to Mo- 
deration, that ſhe might be able to ſee Rodolpho, and 


ſupport the different Agitations the Sight of him * 
| 0 
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of neceſſity create. That young Nobleman paſ{:d his 
Hours in his ordinary melancholy Reflections; and the 
Count and Counteſs were the only Perſons who enjoyed 
2 perfect Tranquility. The Return of ſo dear a Son, 
and the Certainty of his loving her they had deſtined for 
him, intirely baniſhed all their Inquietudes. 

Tu Counteſs employed the greateſt part of the 
Morning in ſeeing Leocadia dreil:d in the moſt rich and 
becoming Faſhion that can be imagined ; the Seams of 
her Habit were covered with Pearls and Rubies ; her 
Hair was partly looſe, and flowing with a ſtudied Neg- 
ligence over her Shoulders ; the other was tied up in 
Puffs, between every one of which were large pendant 
Diamonds of a prodigious Luſtre, and glittered round 
her Head like the Stars in Ariadne's Crown. In the 
Middle, juſt above her Forehead, was placed a Triangle 
of Jewels in Form of a Tiara, which being compoſed 
of different precious Stones, ſuch as Emeralds, Topazes, 
Jacinths, Rubies and Saphires, had fuch a beautiful Va- 
riety in their mingled Blaze, as both pleaſed and pained 
the Eye at once, Her natural Charms thus embelliſhed 
by all the Ornaments of Art, ſhe appeared the moſt 
lovely and the moſt dazling Object that ever was be- 
| held. Szephania put about her Neck a fine String of 
Diamonds, to which hung the Croſs of thę Order of 
Calatrawa ; but becauſe this extraordinary Ornament 
ſhou'd not be ſeen till they ſhou'd find a proper Time, 
the String which held it was ſo long, that it fell upon 
ter Stomach, and was conceal:d by a rich Mantle 
thrown acroſs her Shoulders for that Purpoſe. 

THE young Don Carlos was alſo magnificently 
habited, and nothing was wanting to inſpire Rau- 
þbo with Admiration both of the Mother and Son; 
who, far from imagining what was preparing for kim, 
was all this time in the Apartment of the Count. This 
tender Father, to amuſe him, entertained him with a 
Thouſand different Adventures that had krpoencd 
among Perſons ef their Acquaimance. fiice his Pe- 
parture ; and then beguiled the time :ill it was conve- 
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nient to go into S pania's Apartment, with queſtioning 
him on what he had ſeen in his Travels, 

WHEN they came into that Lady's Apartment, they 
found her alone with her Women, and the Converſation 
was but juſt began, when a Servant came into the Room, 
and ſpoke ſomething in a low Voice to the Counteſs, 
Let her come in, — ſhe aloud : You know, I am 
never ſo much engaged, to refuſe Admittance to ſo dear 
a Friend. My Lord, continued ſhe, addrefling herſelf 
to the Count, it is the incomparable Leocadia, who is 
come to dine with us. With theſe Words ſhe roſe from 
her Chair, and the Door being immediately opened, 
Leocadia appeared more charming by her native Loveli- 
neſs than by the Magnificence of her Habit : She had 
the young Don Carlos in her Hand; and the Countels 
embracing her, How happy am I, ſaid ſhe, my deareſt 
Leccadia, that you are come to participate with us in the 
Pleaſure of my Son's Return ! See, Madam, continued 
ſhe, preſenting him to her, that Rodo/pho, of whom you 
ſo often heard me ſpeak, and whole Abſence I have ſo 
long deplored. 

LEOCAD 1A ſaluted him, without making any An- 
{wer to the Counteſs ; and being feared near her, began 


to entertain her in a half Whiſper, As for Redolpho, all 
his Senſes ſeemed ſuſpended at this charming Object; he 


had never imagined, there was any thing ſo perfect in 
the World, and regarding her with ſo great an Attention, 
he ſaw nothing elſe about him. 

Bur Don Fernand relieved him from this Ecſtaſy, 
by making him take Notice, that little Don Ca» Ii 
ſtretched his Arms out to him; this Action, which had 
not been premeditated, a little diiconcerted the Count 
and Counteſs, and particularly his Mother; but every 
one conſtraining themſelves as much as poſſible, they 
turned their Obſervation intirely on Rodolpho; who, 
Kooping to embrace Carlos, had no ſooner caſt his 
Eyes on him. than it was not in his Power to take 
them off : His Beauty, his graceful Air, and the tender 
Careſies he gave him, made bim feel fomething thro' 
his whole Frame, to which all his Life hitherto he I 

een 


8598 —ñͤ — C 7 ng Hee 


L 95] 


been a Stranger. The Reſemblance be found in him 
of himſelf, ſtruck him with a mix:d Aſtoniſhment 
and Tenderneſs; and, in ſpite of him, made ſome 
Tears fall from his Eyes; and not able to reſt in theſe 
Agitations, Madam, ſaid he, turning to Stephania, is 
this amiable Child of your Blood ? I ſee an Air 
of the Family in him, which ſurprizes me; and my 
Heart, methinks, tells me I ſhell hear ſtrange Things. 
I know not, cried, Don Carlos haſtily, but 7 with you 
were the Father that Madam the Counteſs promiſed 
me. 

THrEse Words touched Leocadia in ſuch a Manner, 
that her Face was in an Inſtant bathed in Tears. My 


Lord, ſaid ſhe to Redolpho, forcing herſelf to ſpeak, my 


Son 1s ignorant of the Author of his Being, and you 
muſt pardon his indiſcreet Wiſhes. The Accents of 
that Voice were too preſent to Rodo/pho not to be re- 
membered ; and if the little he had ſeen of Leocadia, 
and ſeven Years Abſence, had made her Features not 
abſolutely known to him, her manner of ſpeaking was 
not in the leaſt forgot. His Confuſion increaſed the more 
he reflected; and without ſuffering Don Carlos to quit 
his Arms, What Madam, faid he, 1s this your Son, and 


does he not know his Father? How unhappy mult be 


the Man, who is ſeparated from a Wife and Son ſo per- 
fectly charming! This is an Adventure, anſwered ſhe, 
too melancholy for our Entertainment in a Day of Joy, 
ſuch as this; and I beg you will excuſe the Tears that 
ſo cruel a Remembrance forees from me. In ſpeaking 
this, ſhe let the Mantle fall off her Shoulders, as if by 
Accident, and diſcovered the Croſs of the Order of Ca- 
latrava. Rodolpho, more aſſured than before, that he 
was net deceived in the Sound of her Voice, was ani- 
mated by Emotions the moſt extraordinary that cou d 
be ; and more carefully examining her whole Form, the 
Croſs immediately attracted his Eyes, and threw him 
into ſo prodigious an Aſtoniſhment, that he was wholiy 
unable to diſſemble it. What is it I ſee, cried he? What 
is it I hear? Then turning his Eyes about, and ſeeing 
the Count and Counteſs in Tears, and the beautiful 
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Leocadia with her Head reclined, and almoſt faint ; Juſt 
Heaven! added he, can what I think be poſſible? Ah! 
continued he, throwing himſelf on his — with the 
utmoſt Agonies of Love, Hope, Fear and Wonder, put 
an end, I beſeech you, I conjure you, to the Uncer- 
tainty T am in —— tell me, if my Deſires deceive me:? 
or, if I am happy enough to It was not in his 
Power to conclude wh-t he was about to ſay, a Storm 
of riſing Sighs ſtopp'd the Paſl:ge of his Words, and 
were near ä kim alſo of Breath, when Don 
Fernand de Ribeires, not able to endure ſo moving a 
Spectacle; Preſumptuous Rodo/pho, ſaid he to him, with 
a Voice in which Tenderneſs had a greater Share than 
Anger, behcld the Aﬀront thou art to waſh away 
behold the Honour thou art to repair behold to 
what thy Glory and ours excite thee, and either die, 
or acknowledge thy Wife and thy Son. Theſe Words 
in a Moment diſſipated all the Obſcurity of his own 
Ideas, and abandoning himſelf wholly to the Exceſs of 
his Joy; What is it you, ſaid he to Leocadia. ardently 
kiſſing her Hands? Is it you, the divine Object of my 
moſt violent Paſſion, to whom I owe my Blood and my 
Life? And is this lovely Child the Son of the Criminal 
Rodolpho ? 

Taew taking Don Carl again between his Arms, 
and putting him in thoſe of Leocadia, he embraced the 
one and the other with Tranſports ſo vehement, as tho 
He wou'd have inſpired his Soul into them at every 
Preſſure. Yes, my Son, ſaid Stephania, Heaven has pu- 
niſhed your Crime ſufficiently in your Remorſe ; and 
what has made you wretched, now makes you happy. 
Dunn all this Diſcourſe, Leocadia was in a Condi- 
tion very difficult to expreſs, and not having the Power 
to bring forth one Word, made known only by her 
Eyes the Emotions of her Soul. Rodo/pho appeared too 
amiable for her not to follow with Pleaſure the Incli- 
nation ſhe had for him; but when ſhe perce:ved that 
Tenderneſs which the Sight of Don Carlos had inſpi- 
red him with, and the Confuſion the Sound of her 


Vo.ce tad put him in, Love, Joy and Hope threw - 
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her Spirits in ſo great a Hurry, that ſhe had much ado to 


recover herſelf. | | 
RODOLPHO, who judged the Situation of her Mind 


by his own, conjured her not to refuſe his Careſſes: 


My dear Leocadia, ſaid he, tis no longer an unwor- 
thy Raviſher that preſents himſelf before you, tis the 
moſt reſpectful and ſubmiſſive Lover; tis a Hul- 
band, who, with all the rdour of an honourable Pa!- 
fion, comes to drive that which has offended you far 
from your Remembrance. "T5 no longer in the 
Herrots of Darkneſs he hides his guilty Love, but in 
the Face of Heaven, and the Preſence of thoſe who 
ave him Being, that he ſwears to you an inviolable 
2 — hat he gives you his Faith, and de- 
mands yours. 

Tness tender Proteſtations having in ſome meaſure 
reſettled the Calm in Leocada's Soul; And it is, an- 
ſwered ſhe, giving him her Hand, in the Preſence of 


thoſe you mention, and with the Conſent of him to 


whom I owe my Birth, that I receive with the extremeſt 
Joy, the Faith you offer me, and engage mine to you. 
TuzsE Words, and the obliging Look that accom- 
panied them, compleated the Satisfaction of Rod/phe ; 
every thing he ſaid, every thing he did, teſtified the 
moſt perfect Love, the moſt perfect Gratitude ; and 
the Count de Ribcires having ſent for Don Leas, wha 
choſe not to be preſent at the firit Diſcovery of this 
Myftery, that venerable Gentleman appeared, whom 
Rodolpho no ſooner caſt his Eyes upon, than he imme- 
diately knew, having had time to conſider him while 
his Emiſſaries, with their Swords at his Throat, kept 
him from defending his Daughter. Ah! my Lord, 
cried he to him, advancing with open Arms, how 
guilty does your Preſence render me ! Ard how little 
am I worthy of the Bleſſings Heaven has this Day be- 
Rowed upon me ! But, continued he, if to have given 
the incomparable Leocadia my Heart and my Faith, 
be not a ſufficient Atonement for my Crime, take my 
Life, my Lord; I will yield it with Pleaſure, ſo by it 
I may purchaſe your Eſteem. God forbid, replied Don 
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Latin, embracing Lim, that I ſhould! ſhed the lea Drop 
of Blood which is become ſo dear to me: Let us talk no 
more of Guilt, or of Revenge: Don Fernand having 
taken Leocadia for his Daughtcr, I can no longer regard 
you but with the Eyes of a Father. | 

IT was in this Inſtant, that the Palace of the Count 
reſounded unh a thouſand Acclamations of Joy, and 
that theſe five illuſtrious Perſons delivered themſelves up 
wholly to the u:moſt Exceſs of Love and Tenderneſs. 
The Carefies R:deiplo gave to his Wife and Son, by 
Turas, at lat permitting Don Fernand to inform him, by 
what Means Z:5cadia was brought to their Houſe ; all 
the Teſtimonies by which the endeavoured to prove the 
Truth of her A4dventcre, were nothing in compariſon 
of thoſe lively Emotions the Force of Blood excited at 
the Sight of Don Carloc. It was with Wonder and with 
Reverence Rego“ reflected on the Conduct of Provi- 
dence in this Affair: But theſe grave Conſiderations 
giving way to the tender Impatience of his Paſſion, for 
the full Accompliſhment of his Happineſs, he intreated 
Don Fernand de Ribriros, and the Father of Leocadia, 
not to attend any Formalities which might retard it. 
To this they rcadily. conſented ; and the ſame Night 
Leocadia and he were united by Bonds, which can never 
be diſiolved but by Death. Their Paſſion for each other 
was not more wonderful in the Birth of it, than it was 
in the continued Progreſs through their whole Lives; 
their Conſtancy, Fidelity and Tenderneſs rendering cele- 
brated for the preſent, and memorable for the future, 
the Effects of Love and Nature. 


Tr1s is indeed, ſaid Urania, the moſt ſingular and 
the moſt touching Hiftory I ever heard; and I believe 
it no otherwiſe poſſible to prove to the beautiful Areliſe, 
how greatly we have been moved with it, than by the 
Tears ſhe has ſeen us ſhed. I proteſt to you, added 
T helamont, that I found it impoſſible to reſtrain mine, 
and I have been, as it were, divided between my Con- 
cern for the Facts related, and my Admiration of the 
Manner of relating them. a 


ABOVE 


\ 
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ABove all, interrupted 9 ſmiling, me thinks 
the Lady has diſcovered an Infinity of Delicacy, in 
making us know the Crime of Rodolpho, without doing 
it in any Terms which exceed the Bounds of the moſt 
ſtrict Decorum. N 

Is fine, cried Felicia, to hinder Orophanes from ſay- 
ing any more on that Head, ſhe knows how to touch, 
and intereſt our Paſſions, without wounding our Mode- 
ſty; and I think Camilla had reaſon to deſite the might 
ſpeak a long Time, ſince it is in her Power to acquit her- 
ſelf ſo well of the Task. 

ALL the Company, in their Turns, expreſſed the 
Pleaſure ſhe had given them; and this amiable Lady 
was obliged, in ſpite of her Efforts, to hear thoſe Prai- 
ſes which were due to her Wit, and the Graces which 
accompanied every thing ſhe ſaid: But reſo'ving, if 
poſſible, to turn the Converſation another Way, You do 
not remember, interrupted ſhe with a gay Air, that A- 
cippe and Lifimond came not here to liſten to Eulogiums 
on me, and that Uronia and Thelamont ought to be the 
ſole Objects of their Attention. ; 

We wou'd be thoſe of their Eſteem and Friendſhip, 
ſaid Urania, and we cannot more deſerve it, than by the 
Juſtice we do you: However, ſince your Modeſty ſilences 
our Inclinations, we muſt agree to what you deſire. 

As our Company is now pretty extenſive, cried 
Celemena, methinks it wou'd not be amiſs for us to di- 
vide; and that to leave Fhrinda in more Tranquil- 
lity, one Part enjoyed the Remainder of this fine Day 
in the beautiful Gardens of this Houſe, and the other 
remained here. I perceive, anſwered Florinda, that 
you are impatient to make Alcippe and Lifimond Wit- 
neſſes of all the Charms this Dwelling abounds with ; 
which, 1 aſſure you, I am ſo far from oppoſing, that 
I was this Moment going to mention the ſame Thing ; 
but it is on this Condition, that thoſe who quit me, 
mall hold no other than general Converſation in this lit- 
tle Abſence, and ſhall reſerve every thing that I am a 
Stranger to, till their Return. I promiſe you that, ſaid 


Urania, riſing to e Cel:mena, and that if we 
are 
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are inſpired with any agreeable Thoughts, you ſhall be - 


the Miſtreſs of them when we come back. At thele 


Words Thelamont, followed by Orophanes, Arſamnes and 


Alphonſo, with Urania, Felicia, Camilla and Celtmena, 
conducted Alcippe and Lifimond into the Gardens: Are- 


life, Silwiana, Fulia, Hortenſia, Eraſmus and Melantus, . 


ſtzid with Florida, tho' that beautiful Lady wou'd fain 
have perſuaded them to have participated of the Pleaſure 
of the Walk, 

Ink Lovers of Silviana and Areliſe were charmed with 
Urania's Retreat ; that obliging Lady having ſhewed 
them the Gardens, the Wilderneſs, and great Number of 
fine Grots and Caſcades, carried them thro' all the Apart- 
ments ; but when they entered the Library, and ſaw the 
great Choice of learned and elegant Books, Alcippe cou'd 
rot retain Eis Acclamations, and intreated Urania and 
Thelamont to permit him and Areliſe the Happineſs of 
repairing eften thither, to the end they might inſtruct 
themſelves in what they were ignorant of, and call to me- 
mory that which they had already been acquainted with. 

Tris modeſt Demand was not unanſwered by the 
Owners of the Place, who knowing perfectly well how 
to do Juſtice to Merit, teſtified to Alcippe, in the moſt 
obliging Terms, the Pleaſure his Requeſt had given 
them: But not willing either he or Liſimond ſhould be 


too long deprived of the Sight of Areliſe and Silviana, 


they reconducted them to the Apartment of Florinaa, 
where they found by the Twilight, which now took 
place of the Sun's Beams, they had ſomewhat abuſed the 
Pc) miſſion ſhe had given them. 

Every one being ſeated as before: We are iochant- 
ed, {aid Lifimond, with all that we have ſeen ; and if it 
wou'd not be accounted an extravagant Wiſh, I wou'd 
pray ſor nothing with more Fervency, than that this de- 
lightful Dwelling might remain to the End of Time, to 
ſerve as a perpetual Monument to the Glory of Urania 
and Thelamont, | 

NoTHING can be more obliging than what you ſay, 
replied Thelamont ; but we muſt not flatter ourſelves with 


a Fate different from others, nor that this Houſe * 
e 
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be reſpefted by Time, above the magnificent Cities, 
which once gave Laws to the greateſt Part of the Earth, 
and have now not the leaſt Foot-ſteps remaining. 

THarT Reflection gives me no little Pain, ſaid Julia: 
I want, methinks, to ſee in reality ſome Marks of 
— Places, of which Hiſtory gives us ſo glorious an 
Idea. 5 

You then wou'd have been extremely charmed, re- 
ſumed Thelamont, to be preſent at a Diſcovery made 
ſome Years ago, in the Land of a Gentleman of Co- 
tantin near Valene, a Diſcovery which has occaſioned 
many fine Diſputes among learned Men, without any of 
them being able to make the Thing perfectly plain. 
The Fact is this: 


COTANTIN is a Length of Earth that extends itſelf 
to the Sea, in the Province of Normanay : In this Coun- 
try there are ſeveral little Towns, Boroughs and Vi lages 
well peopled, and the Land carefully. caltivated, produ- 
ces in great abundance all Things neceſſary for the Sub- 
ſiſtance of the Inhabitants. A Gemileman of Yalane was 
ſo extremely pleaſed with the Situation of the Place, 
that he employed Work men to build a Caſtle there: As 
they were diggin g pretty deep, in order to lay the Foun- 
dation, they found ſomething that reſiſted, and turned 
the Edges of their Spades; and after having ſcraped a- 
way the Earth, diſcovered a ſolid and regular Building. 
many Foot under Ground. The Gentleman being in- 
formed of it, commanded no Damage ſhou'd be done- 
to the Building, and that they ſhould purſue their Work 
in digeing gradually along the Sides of it, let the Extent 
be never io great Wi th an infinite deal of Labour and 
Expence, they at Jait diſcovered a Theatre, ſp:cious 
enough to contain five or fix. tiouſand Perfons to be 
placed commodiouſly. Every body was extremely ſur- 
prized at this Novel:y.; the Governor, and the Intendant 
of the Province, came immediately to look upon it, and 
the Court no ſooner heard of it, than Orders were ſent 
to the Troops, and to the Peaſants of the Place, to work. 
Night and Day, and lay thc Ear.h all open round about; 
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imagining. that as there was a Theatre, there were alſa 
other Buildings no leſs worthy of the Search. 

TH1s Conjecture proved not fabulous; feveral very 
large and magnificent Baths were diſcovered, a Fort, or 
kind of Citadel, the Walls of which were ſix Foot thick, 
in ſome Places twelve Foot high, and in others eighteen 
or twenty ; many Porches and Gates half ruined ; and 
in fine, moſt certain Marks that this had been a very 
great and beautiful City. Theſe conſiderable Remains 
of Antiquity made ſome imagine, that this was the an- 
cient City of 4/or:&e, of which Ceſar ſpeaks in his Com- 
mentaries, the (Capital of the People who were called 
Venelly, or Unelly, the Name of Valone ſo nearly reſem- 
bling that of Alen; but there were no certain Proofs 
of it, neither does any Hiſtory inform us how that great 
City came to be deſtroyed, any more than by what Acci- 
dent, or in what Time this of Cotaztin was. ſwallowed. 
up. On ſeveral of the Edifices, there were Inſcriptions 
In the Ce/tic Language, but fo defaced by Time, that it 

was im po ſſible to fird out in what Year they were erected, 
or under whoſe Government. 

Tuts Diſcovery is extremely curious, ſaid 4r/amnes, 
and well deſerves the Notice ef ſpeculative Perſons ; as 
wou'd allo the Revival of many other great Cities; ſuch 
as the ancient Per/efo/is, Babylon, Troy, Sparta, Athens, 
and the famous Carthage, of whoſe Situation we know 
no more than by Conjecture, nor of divers others which 


have been deſtroyed, either by War, Fire, or the ſhaking 


of tte Earth. 

Jenov'p think it a little unjuſt, added Era/mus, if 
the Work of Man ſhou'd laft for ever, whzn Man him- 
ſelf does not. They live in the Memory of others, re- 
plied Julia, and muy be ſaid never to die, fince Hiſtory 
and Tradition tran{mit their Names and Actions from 
Generation t6 Generation. 

War Julia iays, interrupted Urania, is beyond all 
Contradiction; and mcthinks it is a great Conſolation, 
as well as an Excitement to Virtue, that thoſe who by 
their worthy D:cds merit an everlaſting Remembrance, 
are certain of being perpetuated in H. tory. * 
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Wa have proved it ſo by our Quotations, ſaid Oro- 
phanes ; and I read Yeſterday a little Paſſage, which de- 
ſerves to be ranked among the moſt noble of thoſe we 
have recited. Monſieur de Villerey, Miniſter and Secre- 
tary of State, who died at Roan in his 77th Year, on 
the 12th of December 1627, was the Favourite of four 
of our Kings, whoſe greateſt Affairs, for the Spach of 

Years, went intirely thro' his Hands, and were con- 
ducted by him in ſuch a Manner, as drew from the 
Mouth of Henry the Great theſe memorable Words; 
The whole Buſineſs of the Kingdom, ſaid he, is that 
« of Monſieur de Villeroy; he is indefatigable, he la- 
« bours inceſſantly, and never does any thing but well.“ 
And again, when this illuſtrious Miniſter fell ſick, and 
Henry feared he was paſt Recovery; I know not, ſaid 
„he, which of the two Lives is moſt neceſfary to the 
« Good of the State, that of mine, or that of Monſieur 
de Villeroy; whenever he dies there can be no Repara- 
tion for his Loſs, becauſe his Knowledge is infinitely 
beyond what is to be found in all our Books.“ 

THESE are Praiſes, continued Orephanes, which render 
the Giver and Receiver equally immortal : A Miniſter 
ſuch as Villeroy, merited ſuch a Maſter as Henry to com- 
mend his Abilities; and a Monarch ſuch as H:nry, deſerved 
ſuch a Miniſter no Ieſs faithful and zealous than Villeroy. 

IT is true, ſaid Eraſinus, when Princes neither will: 
command, nor be pleaſed with any thing but worthy: 
Actions, they will always find good Counſellors ; the 
Monarch's Example is the Bias of the Miniſter, as that 
of the Miniſter is the Rule by which the inferior Cour- 
tiers and Officers are ſwayed. Hiſtory, therefore, can-- 
not too often repeat the Praiſes due to Ven juſtly quali- 
hed for great Employments ; it fires the Succeflor with 
a generous Emulation to deſerve the ſame, and puts to 
ſhame any Emotions which might lead him to Actions. 
that would derogate from his Glory. 

; Ir muſt be confeſſed, added Celemena, that Praiſe 
1s part of the Wages of Virtue, and a Prince can make 
ms Juſtice appcar no better a Way, than by a punctual 
Pay ment of this Debt. But thoſe Favourites who ſerve 
| not. 
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not only thro' a Principle of Duty, but are alſo attached 
by a particular Friendſhip and Tenderneſs to their Royal 
Maſters, methinks, can never be too much extolled : 
q The little Hiſtory you recounted Yeſterday of Zopiru: 
| and the King of Perſia, touched me in the molt ſenſible 

manner ; and tho' the Severity of that General's Deſtiny 
B Preſented him with an Occaſion of the moſt dreadful that 
4 can be*imagined, of manifeſting his Zeal ; yet there is 
| ſomething io pleaſingly altoniſhing in the Adventure, as 

intirely takes off all the Horror of it. 

WHEREVER Affection is joined to Duty, replied The- 
lamont, a Subject is capable of undertaking any thing 
for bis Sovereign : This is a Rule which holds good in 
all Times, and among all Nations. I know another 
Example, which in its kind merits no leſs to be remem- 
bered with everlaſting Praiſe, than that of Zopiras, 


KAMHI, the preſent Emperor of Cina, having 
beed told, that Wine, when drank .to Excels, deprived 
People of their Reaſon, had a Mind to make an Expe- 
riment of the Effects of this Liquor on himſelf : And in 
this Reſolution, made choice of a Mandarin, for whom 
be had a very great Friendſhip, to be Partaker with 
tim in this Debauchery ; and having cemmanded the 
t eſt Furcpeam Wines ſhou'd be brought into his Chame 
ter. te bad large Veſſels filled out, and bid his Favourite 
Crick with him. The Mandarin, who knew not what 
Lftcct it mi. he produce both on the Emperor and him- 
ſelf, repreſen ed to him, in the 1.0 reſpectful Terms, 
the Hezard both his Glory ard Health muſt undergo in 
I aking this Prcof, But the Emperor continued 0..ftinate 
in his Leſign, and the other had no Remedy but Obect- 
ence : They Crar.k ; the Favourite preſerved his Senſes, 
but ite Emperor became ſo intoxicated, that be fell into 
a profound Sleep from which nothing cou'd awake him 
tor many Hours. 

: Hen the Mandarin perceiving that the Emperor had 
taken an extreme Pleaſu e in the Vaſile of the Wine, and 
tha” jt had not produced in him any ill Quality, ceaſed to 
$:il.ace bim fon any ferti.er uſe of it; and this gave 

Occaſion 
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Occaſion to many and dangerous Debauches, in which 
he was always a Party. But more ſerious Reflections af- 
terwards taking place, he began again to remonſtrate the 
Danger of this pernicious Liquor, and as he was very 
learned, repeated many Inſtances of the Miſchiefs occa- 
fioned by it. But the Emperor was deaf to all he al- 
ledged, and wou'd not be prevailed upon to go one Night 
to Bed, without having his Fill of the beloved Juice. 
Tux Mandarin beheld it with an extreme Grief, and. 
finding all his Efforts for the reclaiming his Royal Maſ- 
ter, were in vain, had Recourſe to a Stratagem, for the 
Prevention of what his Love for Xambi made him fear, 


wou'd one Day prove a very great Misfortune. 
Hs went into the Chamber of the Eunuchs, and hav- 


ing told them, that the Emperor was intirely over- 
come with the Strength of the Wine he had drank, 


made them a long Detail of the many dreadful Conſe- 
——_ which had attended this Vice, and then repre- 
ented how much more dangerous it was in a Prince, 
who had the Life and Death of Thouſands in his Pow- 
er, than in a private Man,, whoſe Miſchiefs cou'd ex- 


tend but to a narrow Compaſs: He brought, among 


others, the Example of that famous Conqueror Alex- 
ander, of whom their Annals make mention, who in 


his Wine committed the moſt barbarous Actions, ſet on 


fre the great City of Perſepolis, condemned many in- 


nocent Perſons to Death, and ſlew his beſt Friend with 


his own Hand. He painted all theſe Diſorders in ſuch 
lively Colours, that none heard him without trembling ; 
and when he had brought them to the Point he deſired, 


Judge, continued he, if we have not every thing to 


tear from our Emperor, whoſe Temper being natu- 
rally violent, when inflamed with Wine, may be tranſ- 
ported to the moſt dreadful Acts, from which not thoſe 
he favours moſt, will be, perhaps, exempted : To pre- 
vent therefore, added he, any. of theſe terrible Acci- 
dents, I beg you would load me with the heavieſt Chains 
can be procured, and put me in Prifon, as under Sen- 
tence of Death by the Command of his Majeſty ; this 
done, leave me to manage the reſt, which I do: bt not ſo 
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to do, as ſhall cure the Emperor for ever of this dange- 
rous Habitude. | 

THe Eunuchs, truly alarmed at the Picture which the 
Mandarin had given them of the Miſchiefs might hap- 
pen thro' the 2 of Kamhi, performed what 
he deſired with all Exactneſs. He was in the Prifon of 
the Palace when the Emperor awoke, who finding him- 
ſelf alone, called for the chief of the Eunuchs, and de- 
manding of him where the Mandarin was gone; Alas! 
replied he, with all the Marks of the extremeſt Sadneſs 
in his Countenance, he remains in the Priſon to which 
_ Majeſty has doom'd him, till the Sentence of his 

eath ſhall be executed. 

THE Emperor was in a ſtrange Conſternation at this 
Diſcourſe: Ha! Priſon ! cried he; What Prifon ! —— 
What Death! Then retreating, as it were within 
himſelf, for ſome Moments, he endeavoured to call back 
ſome Remembrance of this Adventure ; but not being 
able to comprehend any thing of it, he ordered the 
Mandarin ſhou'd be brought * him. He came and 
proſtrated himſelf at his Feet as a Criminal, who expects 
every Inſtant the Concluſion of his Fate. Who has put 
thee into this State? ſaid the Emperor: And wherefore 
are theſe Chains upon thy Legs and Arms ? 

I am wholly ignorant of the Cauſe, replied he, with 
a well diſſembled Terror; I know only that your Maje- 
{ty has commanded it, and I attended my Death when 
they took me out of Priſon, and brought me once more 
to bchold the Light of the Sun, and the Eyes of my 
more adored Emperor. Kamhi was now more aſto- 
niſhed than before; he again endeavoured to recollect. 
himſelf, but not the leaſt Notion occurring, either of 
the Mandarin's Fault, or the Puniſhment he had inflict- 
ed on him, he no longer doubted but that the Fumes- 
of the Wine had obliterated every thing that had paſſ- 
ed; and the Horror of having been capable of treating 
in that Manner, and without Cauſe, a Man ſo dear to 
him, t;.rew him into the u:moſt Confuſion. He made 
his Chains be immediately tak en off, and having em- 
braced him, ſent him frem his Preſence; bat tho' the 

Digniay 
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Dignity of his Majeſty wou'd not permit him to ac- 
knowledge what he believed was the Truth of this Af- 
fair, yet he reſolved to be guilty of the like Violence no 
more ; and ever fince, has avoided all Exceſs with the 
utmoſt Care. | 
Tx1s Moderation is intirely owing to the Zeal of the 
Mandarin, who run the Hazard of his Life, if his Stra- 
tagem had been diſcovered ; the Pride and Paſſion of the 
Emperor being ſuch, as wou'd never have ſuffered him 
to have forgiven an Impoſition of this kind. I know 
not, therefore, if this Action may not be put pretty 
near upon a Parallel with that of Zopirus ; the one 
riſquing as much as the other, and being inſpired with 
the ſame Zeal, tho' on a different Motive, and in a dif- 
ferent Situation, 


THr1s Paſſage pleaſes me infinitely, ſaid Camilla, be- 
cauſe it confirms the good Opinion d am inclined to have 
of the Chinsfe: That Nation ſeems to have a peculiar 
Delicacy in all they think, and in all they undertake. 

I am perſuaded, interrupted Felicic, that the Chineſe 
merit this Prepoſſeſſion; but it muſt be confeſſed, that. 
the farther off we are from any thing, either in Time or 
Place, the more we are liable to admire : As we know 
them no other ways than by the Recitals given of them, 
thoſe Recitals fill us with Ideas of them, which, per- 
haps, we ſhou'd intitely loſe, on a nearer Acquaintance 
with them. Ihe Belief we give to Hiſtory, imprints in 
our Minds ſuch amiablz and puiſſant Images of tae great 
Men of Antiquity, that if any one ſhou'd adviſe us to 
moderate our Admiration of the Roman Grandeur, or 
the Herces of Greece, I really imagine we cou'd not 
avoid treating them in the ſame manner, as if they at- 
tempted to derogate from our own Glory. 

NoTH:yG. is more certrin, added Horterfia, and 
we may eaſily prove it to ourſelves, by this Remark ; 
That if we find an Author gives a ſimple or ordinary 
Character of thoſe Perſons we have a high Idea of, we 
cannot read it with Patience; ard tho' the Poem has 


a. thouſand Graces in it, we look over it wichout _ 
ure 
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ſure, if we do not find it ſpeaks of an Alexander, a Ce. 
ſer, an ce a Lewis XIV. a Charles of Sweden, or 
any other ſuch great and wonderful Men, according to 
the Opinion we have imbibed of them. 

IxIxyp this Obſervation very juſt, ſaid Silviana, with: 
the moſt agreeable Smile; and I aſſure you, I ſhou'd 
have a kind of Deteſtation to a Painter, who ſhou'd re- 

reſent the magnificent Cities of Antiquity as ſo many 

ittle Villages, or ſhou'd diminiſh the leaſt Thing of that 
famous Carthage, of which we ſpoke awhile ago, and 
of which I have erected in my Mind the moſt noble and 
beautiful Idea. | 

ALL the Company fell a laughing at the manner in 
which Silviana defended this Argument; after which, 
replied The/amont, If the Painter, ſaid he, ſhou'd preſent 
you with Carthage as it was in its Beginning, he wou'd: 
not be guilty of a Crime in not ſhewing it with that Mag- 
nificence it afterwards acquired. This City was origi- 

nally founded by Dido, the Widow of Sicheius, and called 
Birſa ; but when it augmented in Riches and Power, the 
Name was changed to that of Carthage. Dennis of Ha- 
ficarnafſus has remarked, that it was built 38 Years be- 
fore the firſt Olympiad, 70 Years before the Foundation: 
of Rome, and 370 Years after the Deſtruction of Troy. 

I am always diſcovering my Ignorance, interrupted; 
Camilla; but ſince it is with a Defire of being inſtruct- 
ed, I am not in the leaſt aſhamed of it, nor fear the- 
Cenſure of this learned Society, when I ask what was 
the Origin of the O/ympiads, and how many Years do 
they include. | 

IT. is eaſy te ſatisfy you in that Particular, my: dear 
Camilla, replied Alphonſo: Olympia was a City of Pelo- - 
ponnęſus, in which they celebrated every five Years cer- 
tain Games and Combats, where, for them moſt part, 
the Greeks carried away the Prize. Theſe Games were 
called Olympic, after the Name of the City, and under. 
the Reign of Joarthas, Son of Ozias King of Judea. 
Yphites, ſovereign Maſter of the City of Ele, inſtituted. 
the firſt Olympiad, as a certain Epoch for the Calculation 
of Time, the Ohmpic Games being celebrated _— 
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five Years, they cou'd not be deceived, who reckone$ 
from 5 to 10, and ſo on. This ſame Ypbhites alſo made 
a Decree; by which it was ordained, the Greeks ſhou'd 
meaſure their Time no other Way ; and it was then, 
that they put a new Face on their Political Affairs, and 
began to write their Hiſtory ; all that was recited before 
the firſt Oùympiad being fabulous, or at leaſt too obſcure 
to be depended upon. 

THE Romans, added Thelamont, who have been exact 
Imitators of the Greeks in every thing they found excel- 
lent or particular in their Laws and Cuſtoms, inſtitut- 
ing the Lſtrum, which was the ſame Term of Time 
that the O/ympiads were, 130 Years after the Death of 
Lycurgus the Legiſlator, Theopompus, King of Lacedemo- 
nia, created five Officers, called Ephores, to whom he 
gave part of the ſovereign Power ; and in Imitation of 
this, the Romans created their Tribunes, and gave them 
the like Authority. 2 

I cannoT without Aſtoniſhment, ſaid Ce/emena, remem- 
ber the Ruin of that famous Republic, ſo well eſtabliſhed, 
ſo wiſely governed, and ſo full of the greateſt Men. 

IT is true, replied The/amont, that nothing can be 
more ſurprizing than the Accidents which brought on 
that Deſtruction. However, when one examines every 
Thing with Care, one ſhall find it was impoſlible it ſhou'd 
be otherwiſe ; Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy, havin 
corrupted the Minds of thoſe, by whom alone it — 
be ſupported. Mzthridates, King of Pontus, having 
gained many Battles over Ariobarzanes, King of Cappa- 
aocia, and Nicomedes, King of Bithynia, both of whom 
were Friends and Allies of . the Romans ; and having 
driven them from their Kingdoms, theſe generous Peo- 
ple declared War againſt tne Conqueror, and gave the 
Command of the Legions to Lucius Sylla. 

CAIUS MARIUS, one of the moſt experienced 
Chiefs, and who had been already fix times Conſul, and 
as often triumphed for the Succeſs of his Arms, jealous 
of the Preference which the Senate and the People had 
given to Sy//a, who had been Lieutenant under him, 


formed a very powerful Party, by the Aſſiſtance of 
Sulpitius, 
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Sz/pitius, one of the Tribunes. Sylla perceiving their 
Intent was to deprive him, if pofflble, of his new Ho- 
nour, aſſembled all his Friends in Oppoſition to thoſe of 
Marius; and the Number of the latter was ſo ſuperior 
to the other, that they were intirely put to Silence ; and 
Marius being baniſhed Rome, took Refuge in Africa. 
STLL A, having thus overeome his Enemy at Home, 
went into Aſia with a very formidable Army, where he 
fought Mithridates, obtained a compleat Victory, and 
ſubjugated all Cappadocia and Bithyria to the Roman 
Power. But while he was thus employed for that Glory 
of his Country, new Debates were raiſed in Rome ; the 
Conſul Lucius Cinna was the Friend of Marius, and ma- 
raged the People in ſuch a manner, that they conſented 
to the recalling him from Baniſhment : He returned, 
and entered Rome at the Head of an Army : He cut off 
the Head of Eneus Octauius, and of Marcus Antonius, 
the Orator, and many others of Sy//a's Party, and the 
ſeventh Time enjoyed the Conſulſhip. Sy//a was no 
ſooner informed of this ſtrange Revolution, than he left 
Alia, and arrived in /taly with his victorious Army: 
which, fluſhed with their late Conqueſt, and almoſt 
adoring their General, encountered the 'Froops of Ma- 


- Fius, defeated them, and entered Rome, which was half 


depepulated with theſe civil Broils : Nor did this mag- 
niticent City alone feel the Effects of the Jealouſy of her 
ambitious Rulers, all /aly ſuffered in ſome meaſure, and 
Deſolation triumphed in many of thoſe pompous Palaces, 
where Joy and Grandeur had ſo lately reigned, 

AyTER the firſt Fury of the War was over, and 
Sy/la re-eſtabliſhed, they began to examine into the 
Depth of Marius's Conſpiracy, and all that were de- 
feated, or even under ſtrong Suſpicions of being of his 
Faction, were obliged to ſubmit to either Death or Ba- 
niſhment : Marius himſelf periſhed miſerably ; there 
were no leſs than two thouſand Senators and Roman 
Knights exterminated, and an infinite Number of Citi- 
zens proſcribed. | 

In fine, Sy//a was made Dictator, tho' that Dignity 


had been extinct for the Space of one hundred — 
an 
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and never appeared in public without twenry- four Mace- 
bearers to march before him. Then it was, that the 
whole Earth trembled at his Power ; nothing any — 
dared to oppoſe itſelf to his Will: And every thing be- 
ing in a profound Calm, he ſet himſelf to the reforming 
of the old Laws, and made ſeveral good ones, for the 
uſe of the public. He was grateful to Exceſs, to all 
who had eſpouſed his Quarrel; he gave the Surname of 
Great to Cneius Pompeius, the Son of Strabo, in recom- 
pence for the Loſſes thoſe of his Family had ſuſtained 
in ſupporting his Intereſts. The greateſt Part of the 
Patricians, who were of his Faction, had the moſt con- 
ſiderable Employments and Poſts in the Republic given 
them, where, generally ſpeaking, they behaved like 
Tyrants, robbing the Provinces they were ſet over, and 
appropriating the Spoils to zheir own Uſe, and in every 
thing acting above all Laws but that of their own Will; 
and all this with Impunity, the Dictator having his 
con Reaſons to liſten to no Complaint againſt them. 
Neither was the Poſſeſſion of immenſe Treaſures, the 
Plunder of half a ruined World, ſufficient to content 
theſe haughty Lords ; the abſolute Sway they had over 
the common Pesple, without any Power above them, to 
whom they ſhou'd give Account of their Actions, made 
them commit all manner of Injuſtices. Sylla was not ig- 
norant of theſe Diſorders, and feared, with reaſon, that 
if ſome Care was not taken to prevent the Continuance 
of them, it muſt turn to the utter Ruin of the Republic: 
He, therefore, ſpoke both in public and private to the 
Authors ; but perceiving they little regarded his Admo- 
nitions, and not daring to make uſe of any Violence to 
chaſtiſe their Exceſſes, he choſe to reſign the Dictator- 
ſhip, and paſs the reſt of his Days as a private Man. 
THE Populace, who know the Actions of thoſe a- 
bove them but ſuperficially, look'd on this Reſignation 
of Sy//a's as the greateſt and moſt extraordinary Act of 
Moderation that ever had been known ; when, in reali- 
ty, it was occaſioned only by his Fear, that the Diſor- 
ders which his Creatures committed every Day, without 


any Puniſhment being given them, wou'd at laſt raiſe b. 
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the Spirit of the People againſt him, and compel him to 
lay down an Authority which he owed to them, and 
held bur by their Suffrage. 

Tus this Man of Blood, who had ſacrificed fo ma- 
ny Lives, to acquire his Power, permitted ſo much 
Cruelty and Injuſtice for the Support of it, and had 
been the greateſt Part of his Life in War and Tumult, 
died in Peace, in the Middle of his own Lands, and re- 
grettet! by the People of Rome, who celebrated his Fu- 
neral with all imaginable Pomp ; every one contributing 
to the Honours paid him; and the Number whe aſſiſted 
at laying him in the Earth, was incredible. 

THE Remains of Marius's Faction, who had eſcaped 
the Cruelty of Hylla, and retired to Spain, in the Army 
of Sertorius, continued the Civil War till the Death of 
that General, who fell by the Hands of his own People, 
by the Conſpiracy of Perpenna; but ſome Time after, 
this Traitor periſhed himſelf, and all Spain ſubmitted to 
the Romans. But the Troubles of this Republic were 
not yet at an End, and ſoon after, ſome of the greateſt 
Families ſerved in the Troops of the Gladiator Sparta- 
cus, who involved all Italy in Confuſion, and was at laſt 
deſtroyed by the Courage of Marcus Crafſus. 

PUBLIUS SERYVILIUS made War againſt the 
Pirates of Sileſa, took the Fortreſs of Jauria, which 
was their principal Retreat; and, in fine, ſubjugated 
both Silefia and [/auria, and obliged them to entreat 
Peace : But on occaſion of a new Revolt, the great 
Pompey was ſent with a powerful Sea Force, who at- 
tacked them ſo vigorouſly, that in forty Days they were 
all deſtroyed. 

THe Romans began now to be again incommoded by 
their ancient Enemy Mithridates, who being a little re- 
covered from thoſe Loſſes he had ſuſtained by the Arms 
of Sylla, entered into Cappadocia and Bithynia, at the 
Head of a very formidable Army. Lucius Lucullus was 
ſent againſt him. They fought ſeveral Battles, in all 
which Mithridates had the worſt ; and the laſt deciſive 
one obliged him to fly for the Safety of his Perſon, 


among the Mountains of Pontus. His Country was | one? 
ered, 
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dered, and the Romans returned loaded with immenſe 
Riches. | 

2UINTUS METELLUS having attacked the 
Cretans, after ſeveral Combats gained the Victory; all 
their Cities and Towns were pillaged, or ſacked, and 
the whole Country converted to a Roman Province. 

MITHRIDATES now entered a third time into 
taly, with greater Forces than ever: Pompey marched 
againſt him with all the Flower of the Roman Cavalry, 
and gained over him Victories on Victories ; he con- 

uered all Phenicia, converted the whole Kingdom of 
5 into a Province of Rome ; and then paſſed into 
Judea, where, in return of ſome Affronts given by Ari- 
frobulus, King of the Fewvs, he attacked and took Feru- 
ſalem by Force, made the Walls be beaten. down, and 
_ the Way to the moſt ſacred Receſſes of the Tem- 
ple, into which he went, but followed only by a few 
Perſons, the Chiefs of his Army, and obliged the High 
Prieſt to explain to him the Faith of the 7eavs : But 
Joining Piety to his Valour, he ſuffered no Prophanation 
to be done to that holy Place, nor any of the conſecrated 
Veſſels to be taken out ef it; contenting himſelf with 
rendering Fudea Tributary, and to carry Ariſtobulus a 
Captive to Rome, in order to grace his Triumph. 

Tur Spoils of theſe great Provinces confiſted of 
valt Treaſures; all which were carried to Rome, where 
Things now began to take a new and better Face than 
they had worn of a long Time: But it laſted but a ſmall 
Space of Time; that Spirit of Diſſenſion, which before 
had been ſo fatal to them, now revived again: Ambi- 
tious Projects and factious Cabals were carried on among 
the Great Ones; the Increaſe of their Wealth ſerved 
only to afford them ſtronger Means of Oppoſition. The 
Luxury of 4fa had allo contributed to corrupt their 
Morals; and tho' every one was jealous of his Neigh- 
bour's Glory, few there were that took any Care to pre- 
ſerve their own; and the Roman Name, once ſo fa» 
mous for Wiſdom, Moderation and Virtue, was now de- 


fled with the moſt criminal and ungovernable — ; 
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the Treaſures of the conquered Nations ſeemed given 
them for a Curſe rather than a Bleſſing ; and had they 
been leſs victorious, they had doubtleſs been more happy, 
becauſe more good. 5 

Ir was their private Debaucheries, their own Pride, 
and Envy of each other, that gave Riſe to the Conſpiracy 
of Lucius Catiline the Senator: This great Man having 
the Art to draw into his Party, the Pretor Lentulus Ce- 
thegus, with ſeveral other Senators, and ſome of the 
Prime of the Nobility, the Fall of Nome ſeemed the more 
certain, as the Plot had been a long Time contrived by 
thoſe who had, as one may ſay, the very Heart of the 
Republic in their Hands. But the Penetration and Vigi- 
lance of Marcus Tullius Cicero diſcovered it, and made 
the Pretor Lentulus Cethegus, and the other principal 
Conſpirators, be feized; who were no ſooner examined, 
than they confeſſed the whole Ground-work of the De- 
ſign, and how it was intended to be carried on; theſe 
had a Puniſhment ſuitable to their Crime. But Cicero 
perceiving, by the Liſt they gave him of the Names of 
their Accomplices, that ſome of the greateſt and moſt 

owerful Families in Rcme were engaged in it, judged it 
improper to puſh the Affair any farther ; and having in- 
Joined Silence to all that were acquainted with it, ſent 
the Conſul Antonius againſt Catiline, who had eſcaped into 
Tuſcany, and had there raiſed Forces, with which he 
threatned Rome. Antonius gave him Battle, and Catiline 
was vanquiſhed, killed, and his Army intirely defeated. 

IT was on this Occaſion, that Cato, Tribune of the 
People, honoured Cicero with the glorious Title of Fa- 
ther of his Country. This memorable Epoch was in 
the Year 690 from the Foundation of Rome. The 
Friends of the Conſpirators had ſo great a Hatred for 
Citero, that three Years after, Publius Claudius, one of 
the Tribunes, cauſed him to be baniſhed ; and tho' he 
was recalled by the People in about ſix Months, with 
all the Honours they cou'd poſſibly pay him, yet he was 
not leſs the Object of Deteſtation, by ſome very great | 
Men, who were at that Time forming new Plots for tha | 


Deſtruction of the Republic. 
ILT 
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MNS CESAR having married his Daughter Julia 
to the great Pompey, there was the moſt ſtrict Amity 
between theſe two | Swamy that cou'd poſſibly be form- 
ed, and indeed enough to become the Grave of Re- 
publican Liberty ; for Ceſar being alſo allied to Marcus 
Craſſus, ſurnamed the Rich, brought him alſo into a 
League with Pompey ; and theſe three contrived ſuch 
Meaſures, as put into their Diſpoſal all the Affairs of 
| the State. In effect, = ſhared the whole Empire 

among them; C:/ar for five 'Years together, had the 
Government of the two Gauli, the Ciſalpine, and the 
Narbonneſe ; that of Spain was the Portion of Pompey for 
the ſame Time; and Craſſus had the Commiſſion of the 
War againft the Parthians. 4:1 | 

CESAR did ſuch great Things in Gaul, that they ſub- 
mitted intirely to him, and deſtroyed the Army of 
Hrioviſtus, to whom they had given the Name of the 
Scourge : As for Craſſus, who was much leſs moderate and 
pious than Pompey, he ſacked Feru/a/em, damaged the 
Temple, and carried away all the holy Veſſels; but this 
Sacrilege went not unpuniſhed, he loſt the next Battle 
he fought with the Pc r.hians, his Son was killed, and 
himſelf periſhed by the Infidelity of that barbarous 
People. In regard to Pompey, he was elected Conſul, 
without any Colleague, a Thing which never happened 
before; with this Dignity, they conferred that of Dic- 
tator, The Government of C-/ar was prolonged for five 
Years more, in which Time he pacified the Gault, ſub- 
jugated the Germans, the Swedes, and the Engliſb. In 
this manner, always attended with Victory and Glory, 
did theſe two great Men rule the Empire, while a good 
Intelligence continued between themſelves, 

Bur the Death of Julia, Daughter of Cæſar, and 
Wife to Pompey, broke in ſunder the Bonds of this 
beneficial Amity ; and the Object ſo dear to both, by 
all the Principles of Love and Nature, being removed, 
Ambition, Envy, and Jealouſy ſucceeded : Both being 
defirous of Command, and neither willing to recede, 
Animoſities and private Grudgings, made way * 

| | uture 
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future Violences which hereafter broke forth ſo fatally 
for the Common-weal. Pompey having perſuaded the 
Roman People, that the Power of Cęſar was prejudicial 
to the Republic, he procured by his Contrivances a De- 
cree, by which Cæſar was commanded to disband his 

rmy within a time prefixed. To this Cz/ar refuſed 
Obedience, and the Conſuls, by virtue of that Decree, 
raiſed Forces in order to oblige him to it. 

CES AR perceiving what they were about, quitted 
the Gauls, and marched into 7taly, where he did much 
Miſchief to the Provinces ; all thoſe Perſons whom they 
ſuſpected to be of his Party, were conſtrained to leave 
their Dwellings, and go to join Pempey : But Ce/ar, being 
informed that the Hearts of the greateſt Number were on 
his Side, marched directly to Rome, where he entered in 
a triumphant Manner, without any Oppoſition, cauſed 
himſelf to be proclaimed Dictator, converted the public 
"Treaſures to his own Uſe, compelled Pompey, by the 
Force of his Arms, to abandon /7taly, and to retire into 
Greece, where the famous Battle of Pharſalia decided 
the Fate of the Republic, in the Year goo from the 
Foundation of Rome. 

POMPEY depending on the Friendſhip of Pto/emy, 
took Refuge in Egypt, where that ungrateful Monarch 
cauſed him to be aſlaſſinated. C:far went there, and 
was in equal Danger, by the Treaſon of the ſame P:o- 
lemy; from which he ſaved himſelf, but by ſetting Fire 
to his Fleet, and it was the Flames of the burning Vel- 
ſels which conſumed that moſt celebrated Library of 
Alexandria, founded by Ptolemy Philadelphus, and aug- 
mented with ſuch Care by his Succeſſors; a Loſs irrepa- 
Table to the Republic of Letters. 

THe Fortune of Ce/ar ' preſerved him from this 
Danger; Pte/emy periſhed, and all Egypt ſubraitted to 
the Roman Power; after which Ce/ar fet Cleopatra on 
the Throne of her Anceſtors; and knowing that du- 
ring the civil Wars, Pharnaces, Son of Mithridates, had 
taken an Opportunity to attack the Reman Provinces, 
he marched againſt him with ſo much Diligence and 


Speed, that Pharnaces felt the Weight of his Ar 
a ; e- 
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deloͤre he thought of his Approach: From thence he 
poured like a Torrent into Africa, and was victorious 
over Juba, King of Mauritania, who, by giving Refuge 
to the Remains of Pompey's Party, had prolonged the 
Civil War. | 

SCIPI1O and Cato were at the Head of theſe Troops, 
but they were ever defeatcd ; and Cez/ar put to Death 
Afranius, and ſeveral other Senators, whom he ſuſpected 
to have given Encouragement to the Enemies. Cato, 
who had retired into a City of Utica, fearing to fall liv- 
ing into the Hands of Cæſar, and ſcorning to be under 
any Obligation to a Perſon he looked upon as the De- 
ſtroyer of the Liberty of his Country, prevented it by 
plunging a Dagger in his own Bolom. After his Death, 
Ceſar returned to Rome, where he ordered four Tri- 
umphs to be prepared for him; one for the Gau/s, one 
for Egypt, one for Pontus, and one for Africa He was 
informed, that Cxeius and Sextus Pompeius, Sons of the 
great Pompey, were in Spain with a confiderable Army: 
on which he flew thither, and again triumphed over theſs 
illuſtrious, but unfortunate young Men. Cxeius loſt his 
Life, j and Sextus fled ; ras this 1atirely put an End, at 
once, to the Civil War, and the Liberty of the Roman 
People; nothing now in the Republic preſerviag its for- 
mer Face 

CESAR, on his return to Raue, was honoured with 
the new Title of perpetual Dictator; aſter which, he 
made many Laws, and extended the Circumference of 
the City; but the extreme Flattery of the Senate, who 
exalted him to Dignity, gave him a Throne, a Temple, 
and à Prieſt, and ah the Name of the fifth Month 
from Quintilis to that of Julius, made him imagine bim- 
ſelf ſo much above all Mankind beſides, that he decided 
all the Affairs of the Empire, without any other Coun- 
ſel than that of his own Will, affecting in every thing 
Behaviour of Royalty. 

Tuls Arrogance gave Occaſion to a Conſpiracy, by fo 
much the more dangerous, as it was formed by Perſous, 
who had been among the Number of his belt Friends, 
and who were {till held as ſuch even by himſelf: They 
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were not indeed Enemies to him, but to his Vices; and 
as they were now grown incorrigible, and alſo contagi- 
ous, there was no Way to ſave the whole. Cemmunity, 
but by cutting off this corrupted Member. 

In the fifth Year of his Dictatorſhip, a Day was ap- 
pointed for all the Senate to appear in the Theatre of 
Pompey. Ceſar, who always made them expect him a long 
time, came not till they were all ſat down. At his En- 


trance, they all roſe up to do him Honour, and the prin. | 


Cipal of the Conſpirators crouding neareſt to him, as moſt 
moſt officious to teſtify their Zeal, took the Advantage 
of that Moment, and aſſaſſinated him in full Senate, and 
the Face of Day : He fell, disfigured with thirty-fix 
Wounds, among which, thoſe given by Brutus and Ca/- 
firs were the deepeſt, X 


A 11TTLE time before this Misfortune happened, ha- 


ving no Children of his own living, he adopted, and 
made his Heir, the young Caius Odtavius, his Siſter's 
Son. The Conſul Marcus Autonins, who performed the 
Honours or his Funeral Obſequies, mounted the Roftrum, 
and after a very elegant Oration, diſplayed his bloody 
Robe, which animated the People in ſuch a manner a- 
gainſt the Conſpirators, that they vowed to revenge the 
Death of Ce/ar on their Heads, and thoſe of their Poſte- 
rity. With this Aſſiſtance, Marcus Antonius ſeized Ciſ- 
alpine, and beſieged the Pretor Decimus Brutus. He was 
then, by the Perſuaſions of Cicero, declared a Traitor to 
his Country, and the Conſuls Hircius and Panſa were ſent 
againſt him with a conſiderable Army. The young Cain, 
Oclavius followed them with another: Ihe Conſujs 
joined Antonius near a City then called Matinus, but now 
Modena, and gave him Battle. The two Conſuls loſt 
their Lives, but their Army was victorious. Ofavizs 
joined them with his Forces. Marcus Antonius was to- 
tally defeated ; and having loſt all his Cavalry, eſcaped 
with them to Marcus Lepidus, who commanded a great 
Army bevond the Albi. 

OGH wou'd rot give himſelf the Trouble of 
pu: up chem, but marched, with his three Armies, di- 
CeCe :0 Keine, wiere, tho' he was but twenty Years 
Old, ue LEG the Conſulate, Ihe Senate urged, it 

Was 
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yu agalaſt their Laws, and the People oppoſed it by all 
the Means in their Power: But Liberty was now no 
more; a Roman Citizen, once equal with a King, was 
now little better than a Slave; as the Body of a Com- 
munity will ever be, while armed Thouſands are kept 
in Pay to enforce Obedience. Octavius pleaced but in 
yain, he therefore threatened, Rome trembled, and what 
hs Services had not yet made him worthy of obtaining, was 
yielded to the Terror of his Legions A ſufficient Warn- 
ing to all free Countries to beware of ſtanding Armies, 

MARCUS ANTONIUS and Lepidus having been 
declared Enemies to the People of Rome, the new Con- 
ſul O:Zavius was ſent againſt them, with all the Forces 
of the Empire ; but remembering with how much Re- 
luctance he obtained his Dignity, and not doubting but 
the People wanting nothing more than a favourable Op- 
portunity of regaining their ancient Rights and Free- 
dom, inſtead of combating, he joined Intereſts with 
Lepidus and Antonius, and entered into a League with 
them, for laying freſh Burthens on the Commonalty of 
Rome, and for revenging the Death of Cæſar on all his 
Enemies. This was that famous Triamwvirate which loſſ 
the State ſo much Blood. Cicero, abandoned by Oga- 
vius, to tie Reſentment of Antonius, was aſſaſſinated by 
bis own'Servants, who after cutting off his Head and 
his Hands, put them, by the Order of Antonius, upon 
the Buttreſſes of the Gallery, where the Tribunes made 
their publick Harangues. The People beheld, with Hor- 
ror, the Remains of this great Man, ignominiouſly ex- 
ou in the ſame Place in which his Eloquence had 

een ſo much admired, and where he had a thouſand 
times been called the Father of his Country : But Com- 
plainings in ſecret were now all the Relief was left 
them, and they durſt ſcarce be ſeen to mourn his or their 
on Misfortunes, 

AFTER the Triumvirate had fully fatiated their Re- 
venge, and made themſel ves Maſters of the Senate and 
the People, they parted the Empire between them, in 
this Manner: The Lewant, and all Greece, fell to Mare 
cus Antonius, Africa to Lepidus, and the Weſt to Cuins 
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OFaviurs ; they left Sicily to Sextus Pompey, who had x 
very puiſſant Force by Sea; and as Ofawvizs had been 
adopted by Ceſar, he conformed ' himſelf to the Law 
Curialis ; and took upon him the Name of Julius Ceſar 
©Xawus, according to the Roman Cuſtom. 

Hz afterwards ſummoned all the other Perſons con- 
cerned in the Aſſaſſination of his Uncle Juliu, Cr/ar, 
and obtained a Sentence of Death ſhou'd be paſſed on 
them. From the Beginning of theſe laſt Civil Wars, 
Odtavius and Lepidus had declared themſelves Revengers 
of the Murder of Car; and knowing that Marcus Bru- 
tus and Caius Caſſius were in Theſſaly, with the Remain- 
der of thoſe Romans who had ſtill enough of public 
Spirit in them, to chuſe rather to live free in Baniſh. 
ment, than to be Slaves at Home, they marched againſt 
them with confiderable Forces, and gave them Battle in 
the Philiptic Fields, near the City of Philippi. Brutus 
and Caſſius were defeated, and both died by their own 
Weapons, to avoid falling into the Hands of their Ene- 


mies; and with them died the laſt Hopes of tle Re- 


public. : 

TH1s Victory obtained, Ofawius began to think of 
Sextus Pompey, who had yet remaining a conſiderable 
Party in the Senate, and among the Feople: A great 
Armament was raiſed, both by Sea and Land; and the 
Command given to Marcus Agrippa, who defeated Sex- 
7g, firſt in a Naval Fight, and afterwards by Land ; then 
ſet fire to his Fleet, burned all his Veſſels, and forced 
him to fly into Africa, where he died, after having lan- 


guiſhed a long Time. I his Victory, and the Conqueſt 


of Sicily, gave Occaſion to a Miſunderſtanding between 
the Triumwirate. 

LEPIDUS, who pretended a Right to Sicily, and 
had twenty Legions under his Command, openly de- 
clared he wou'd diſpute it by Force of Arms ; but 
O#fawiu;, who had an equal Number of Men continually 
in Arme, had nothing to fear from his Menaces : How- 
ever, thinking it beſt to procecd by Policy, he em- 
ployed Emiſſaries, who, partly by Perſuaſions, and part- 
ly by Bribes, won over the Chiefs of Lepidus's amy ; 
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by whom ſeeing himſelf forſaken, he was conſtrained to 
ſubſcribe to all OZavius wou'd have him. 

WuriLlE his Heart was elated with this Succeſs, he en- 
tertained Deſigns to humble Marcus Antonius. whole 
Power was an Impediment to that univerſal Sway he 
now began to be ambitious of. His Amour with Co- 
patra ſeemed favourable to his Projects; he cauſed a 
Report to be ſprgad, that Antonius had formed a Conſpi- 
racy with the Princes of the Eaſt to bring a War into 
Rome, to deſtroy entirely the Authority of the Senate, 
aboliſh the Laws, convert it into an abſolute Monarchy, 
and ſet a ſtrange Queen to reign over the Roman People. 

The Conduct of 4ntorizs gave but too much room 
for Belief to ſuch Diſcourſes ; for tho' he was not igno- 
rant of the ambitious Views of Octawvirs, and had a 


Power ſufficient enough to have quelled them; yet bis 


Love tranſported him beyond all other Conſiderations, 
and he even provoked the Romans ſo far, as to put away 
his Wife O&awvia, the Sifter of Odaviu, and eſpouſed 
that Cleopatra, To fatal to his Glory, his Intereſt, and, 


at laſt, to his Life. There needed no better a Pretencs 


for Oawvius to declare him an Enemy to the Country g 
great Forces were raiſed on both Sides; and, in a ſnom 
Time, the Grecian and Macedonian Seas were covered 
wich Spips of War, and the Countries a'l round abous 
full of the moſt formidable Armies of the Earth. They 
came to a Battle, where Odavius being victorious, pur- 
ſued Antonius into Egypt, and that unhappy Emperoy 


perceiving himſelf deſerted by thoſe he moſt confided in, 


ut an End to his Life with his own Wands ; and the 


beautiful Cauſe of his undeing, the too charming Cleo- 
patra, to avoid the Shame of attending the Triumph of 


the Conqueror, ſtung herſelf. to Death with the Venom: 
of an Aſpic. 
ITuus the whole Authority devolved on Ofawius Ce- 


ſar, who now no longer having any Oppoſers to the' 


Scheme he had long ſince projected, converted the Re- 


public into an abſolute Monarchy. And thus the Divi- 


viſion, begun by Marius and Sy//a, drew, by Degrees, 


the Romans under the Yoke of one arbitrary Ruler, 
L 3 and' 
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and Joſt, for ever, that Liberty of which they had in 
former Times been fo ſcrupulouſly jealous. | 

Tris, ſaid Silæuana, is a molt fatisfaftory Abridgment 
of the Roman Hiſtory, and one cannot too much admire 
the Memory and Exactneſs with which The/amont has run 
thro' ſuch a Courſe of different and ſurpriſing Accidents, 

The Manner, added Horterfia, in which thoſe won- 
derſul Revolutions have been delivered to us, ſo as to 
make us comprehend, in a few Minutes, the prodigious 
Events of a great Number of Years, wou'd be indeed 
#ltoniſning, had the Relation not proceeded from the 
Mouth of a Perſon fo accuſtomed to pleaſe, that nothing 
he docs can be amazing, unleſs he cou'd become, which 
is impofſible, doll and uninſtructive. 

ORO YH A NAS, who perceived his Friend was be. 


ginning to be uneaſy at the Compliments they made 


him, put a Stop to any farther Speech, by ſaying: The 
Fall of the Roman Republic was neceſlary to Go the 


World the great Qualities of Ocfravius Ceſar ; and I 


think Poſtecity wou'd have had a great Loſs, if he had 


not been Emperor. After he had extinguiſhed all the 


Factions in Rene, vanquiſhed all his Enemies at Home 


: and Abroad, turned Epypt into a Province; added, by 


his Vidories, many Countries to the Empire: given 


Peuce to the whole World, both by Land and Sea, and 
mut up the Temple of Janus; then did his Wiſdom ap- 


peur in the higheſt Degree ! He ſet himſelf to the Study 


of the Laws, reformed what he found amiſs, and made 


ſever: new and very excellent ones; ſhewed the com- 
won People, that he knew how to command with Mild- 
nefs, when they were ready to obey with Chearfulne ſs. 
He took the ſame Care of the Adminiſtration of public 
Juſtice, that the meaneſt Perſon had an equal Advantage 
with the greateſt, and, by his prudent Behaviour in 
every thing, gained an univerſal Love and Applaule: 
He was dear to his People, and formidable to foreign 
Nations: His Reputation reached even to the Extremi- 
ties of the /ndies ; the King of thoſe vaſt Regions ſent 
Ambaſſadors to intreat an Alliance with him, and the 


Sczihiggs made him the Arbitrator of their ä 
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His great Virtues obliged the Senate to honour him with 
the Title of Auguſtus; and the ſixth Month which was 
called Sexti/is, was, in compliment of him, ever aſter 
named Auguſtus. . | 

He ſo well maintained the Dignity of thoſe illuſtrious 
Titles and Honours conferred on him, that never Mo- 
narch had leſs of Envy, or more of Admiration. He 
conſiderably enlarged the City of Rome ; and as the 
Buildings were moitly Earth and Brick, he row raiſed 
magnificent Edifices of Marble, of Jaſper and Porphiry, 
and conducted Waters through AqueduQs, from great 
Diſtances to the very Centre of the City. 

Bur as Thelamont obſerved, nothing contributed 
more to his Glory, than his exact Obſervance of the 
Laws and impartial Juſtice ; his admirable Skill in Poli- 
tics alſo merits the extremeſt Praiſe. During his Reign, 
the Cities and Provinces enjoyed a perfect Peace; but 
tho' he had ſo well the Art to know and to oblige all 
Diſpoſitione, yet was he not ſelf-ſufficient enough to de- 
pend on any thing ; or in other Words, to leave any 
thing to Chance : He thonght the ſureſt Way to keep 
Peace, was to deter from War ; and therefore had cer- 
tain Legions garriſon'd in all the Provinces of Exrope, 
Aſia — Africa, the Number of which, all together, 
conſiſted of 200,000 Foot-Soldiers, and 40,000 Horſe, 


with 300 Elephants, all trained and praQuſed in War. 


THEsE roops were well equipp'd, and exactly 
paid; and by a wiſe Precaution, 300,090 Harneſſes dit- 
perſed in all the ſtrong Pluces of the Empire, to be 
ready in caſe of any Aecident, The Armies were un- 
der the Command of the moſt able and experienced 
Officers, moſt of them having ſerved in the Wars of 
Julius Ceſar, or thoſe Auguflus had himſelf in the Be- 

inning of his Reign, and with whom both of them 

d gained ſuch greit Victories. For the intire Security 
of the Frontiers of his Empire, he alſo augmented his 
Navy to the Number of 2000 Veſſels and 500 Gallies, 
all well manned and ſtored with Ammunition ; beſides 
thoſe, he had 800 great Tranſports, which they called 
Tholmicks, deſtined tor the CN of tae Army ; many 
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of theſe Tholmicks were alſo emplo ed in the mag nif. 


cent Entertainments with which the Emperor frequently 
diverted the People; they were. finely carved, pilded, 
and painted, enriched. with all Sorts of Ornaments, and 
diſtinguiſned by an Infinity of Enſigns, Flags, and 
Streamers, beſides other Marks particular to each Veſ. 
ſel; on the Prow of one was a Wolf, on another a Lion, 
a third had a Tyger, a fourth a Sphinx, a ffch a Bull, 
a ſixth a Minotaur, a ſeventh a Horſe, and ſo on to all 


Sorts of Animals; but the Roman Eagle, as the princi- 


pal Enfign of the Empire, made the Ship which bore it 
moſt reſpected. This great Navy had for its Admiral 
the Prefed of the Sea, from whom every inferior Com- 
mander roceived Orders, and the Prefect gave an Ac- 
count of every thing to the Emperor, who, tho' in 


8 baheg bimſelf continually in the Theory of 


War, and Jidcened with Plez ſure to all that was ſaid to 
him on that Subject. The Funds for maintaining theſe 
Forces, as well as thoſe of the Land, were put into the 
ende of Treaſurers, who on no Pretext whatever durſt 
aprn'y them to any other Uſe, the leaſt Suſpicion of ſuch 
a Fractice being immediate Death. Thelie vait Fleets 
were dillributed, ſome in the Ports of the Ocean, ſome 
in the Mediterranean, and others in the Mouths of the 
Rivers of one ard ti:e other Sca. | 
Bur if this Emperor merited the Love of the Roman 
People, for the Advantages he procured them, he wWis 
yet more worthy the Admiration of the whole World, 
by the Greatneſs of his Sentiments, by the juſt Choice he 
made of his Friends and Favourites, by the Proofs he 
ave of his Clemency and Liberality, and by the Elleem 
i paid to all Men of Letters, or that excelled in any 
Science, under his Reign. ; 
Wirhovr an Ofavius Augufius, we, perhaps, had 
never known a Mecenas, or an Arippa, a Horace, a V ir- 
i/, or an Owid; and it is for this Reaſon, I believe, that 
olierity wou'd have loſt much, if it had not been for 
this Emperor. | 
Your Reflection is very juſt, replied Urania; no 


body can deny, that Odavias was well deſerving of 
uni- 
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univerſal Rule; and that Ambition is far from being a 
Crime in thoſe, who like him are capable of governing 
with ſo much Glory. 

Wirnour doubt, added Felicia; for Auguſtus cou'd 
never have brought about thoſe great Things he did, if 
he had not been in a Station which permitted him the 
Exccution of his Deſigns, without Controul or Contra- 
diction. | 

AND methinks, continued ſhe, one cannot reflect on 
this Hiſtory, without admiring the Dzcrees of Providence, 
which, out of all the Earth, made choice of a Man no 
mort than twenty Years of Age, to pluck down the 
Pride and Vanity of the Roman Republic; which, un- 
der the Pretext of Liberty, their favourite Idol, plun- 
dered the Nations they ſabdued, took upon them to 
give Laws to all the Earth, and to diſtribut2 Crowns and 
Scepters, according to their Caprice or their Intereſts, 
making Slaves cf Kings, and Kings of Slaves, appro- 
priating the Treaſures of the on2 to gratify the other, 
and forming nothing but ambitious, and ſom?tim -s in- 
human Projects. I know not if it is the little Propen- 
ſity I have to like that Sort of Government, which 
makes me think in this manner ; but I confels, if I find 
Virtuzs in many of the old Ron, I find a great Num- 
ber of Faults in the Republic in g neral; I tee mere of 
Pride and Oſtentation in all they did, than a true Mag- 
nnimity of Mind; and even in th. ir moſt worthy Ac. 
tions, there appears to me a certain Barbariſm. 

Tzu Glory has fom-thing in it ſweet and modeſt; 
tuis exccflive Love of Liberty inſpires Deſigns rather 
bold than generons, and ſometimes cruel and bloody; 
but in a People ſubmitted to the Will of one Matter, , 
Love, Zeal, and Fidelity engroſs all their Sentiments, 
as Tenderneſe, Care, and G.neroſity do thoſ2 of him, 
that rules them. | : 

Ve, Madain, anſwcred De/antur, that are born in a 
kingdom, where arbitrary Government has been long: 
ecabiſh. d, ouzht to be cf this Opinion for our Peace 
of Min . ; but were you to hear the Arguments of the 
ether Side of the 9 wou'd perbaps have 
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different Ideas. I grant, that where a King is truly 
the Father of his People, has no Ambition farther than. 
to make them happy, has no p-culiar Favourites, wha, 
by a partial Indulgence, he permits to prey upon his 
mean<r Subj. ts, but diſtributes his Juſtice to all alike, 
and his Bountics only to thoſe diſtinguiſhed for their Vir- 
tues ; then is monarchical Government preferable to all 
others. But alas! how few Kingdoms in the World can 
- boaſt of ſuch a Prince ! All the Eaſt, and great Part of 
the North aud South, are rather Slaves than Subjects; 
ard the Deſi re of extending the Prerogative among Kings. 
is ſo natural, that it maſt be indeed a more than com- 
mon Shire of Humanity and Moderation that reſtrains 
them from giving the utmoſt Looſe to this darling Paſſion, 
Aru Men, added Thelamont, were born'free; but as 
the Paſſions too much indulged wou'd deſtroy all the 
ſocial Viriues, it was ncecfſary they ſhou'd be under the 
Reſtriction of Laws, and that the Fears of Puniſhment: 
might deter thoſe whom the Love of Goodneſs wou'd. 
ro allurc ; For the Execution of Laws, there muſt be 
Magiſtrates and Officers, and leſt there might be Cor- 
rup ion in them alſo, there was one ſet over them, with- 
the av fol Title of Vicegerert of God, to the End his. 
C mmands might be obſerved with a greater Reve- 
rence, and his Perſon iuſpire the more Awe. This was. 
tac fiſt Inftitution of Kings: They were made fo, not. 
10 much ſcr the Gocd of themfelves and Families, as 
for the Good of the Community in general; and I 
ih rcf; re thi; E thoſe Nations are the happieſt, whole 
Monarchs are bound by certain Laws, which if they in- 
fringe, the SubjeQs are abſolved from all Allegiance, 
Inis is the Caſ: in all eleQive Monarchies, replied 
O/ oplanis, yet we have ſeen Incon va iencies, in that 
too; and let us agree ev r lo long, there neither is, nor 
cin be avy perf: State on Ea th: Ambition will be 
always precominant among Kings, Flattery among 
Couticrs ſiniſtzeæ Views among Miniſters, and Bribeiy 
and Corraptigs among the Peo; 13. 
LIN was preparing o make ſome Reply to 
this Qbſervaticn, when the Ser vants came in to by _ 
Lot Il, 
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Cloth, Urania having given Orders, that Supper ſhou'd 
be brought into Florinda's Apartment. This Repalt was 
accompanied with the ſame Delicacies as the others. 
Alcippe and Li ſimond contributed very much to the Plea- 
ſure of the Entertainment, by their Wit and Gaiety. 
'J hey ſat pretty long at Table, and Urania fearing that 
Florinda was ſomewhat incommoded by their having 
pait the whole Day with ter, obliged the Company to 
ſeparate. Alcifpe and Liſimond went into their Chariot, 
in order to return to the Cattle of Cælemena, promiſing to 
attend Nania the next Morning. Aſter their Depar- 
ture, every one took Leave of Eraſmus and Florinda, 
that they might enjoy a Repoſe, which ſeemed neceſſary 
to her, after io long a Converſation And this agree- 
able Society yielded themſelves to Sleep, in the Hope. 
that tne Day following would afford them: no leſs Plea» 


{ure than this had done. 
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H Night being paſt, and the wiſhed 
Hour for re- aſſembling arrived, Florinda, 
who found herſelf perfectly recovered, 
went to the Apartment of Urania, to 
e prevent the Trouble ſhe wou'd elſe have 
2 given herſelf in coming to hers : She 
there found Fe/icia ; ard theſe two charming Friends 
were extremely rejoiced to find ſhe was in a Condition to 
enjoy the Pleaſures this fine Morning made them hope 
the Day wou'd yield. They went all together to the 
Chaniber were Cc/emera was lodged ; with her was al- 
ready Si. viana, Areliſe, and Camilla; Julia and Hor-. 
renſia ſoon after joining them. 
Tux firſt Compliments were ſcarce over, when Thela- 
mnt, Orophanes, Arſames, Eraſmus, Alphonſo and Melan- 
1s, accompanied Alcippe and Liſimond, who had burned 
with the extremeſt Impatience to return to that delight- 
ſul Manhon, and more enchanting Society, Madam, 
ſaid A'cirpe to Urania, the Goodneſs we have found in 
you, emboldens us to this early Viſit : Ihe Charms we 
find here, and the extreme Deſire we have to enjoy as 
much of them as poſible, has carticd us ſomewhat be- 
yond the Bounds of that exact Politeneſs, which, in *. 
Other 
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other Things, wou'd forbid us te abuſe the Marks you. 
have favoured us with of yours. 

Evzxx one of us, anſwered Urania with a Smile, 
bas a Share in this Compliment ; fince it will at once ſa- 
tisfy all the Demands of Love, Eſteem, snd Friendſhip. 

Pur an End to all Ceremony, cried Orot hanes; and 
ſince there is nothing now to hinder us from following 
the Cuſtom eſtabliſhed here, let us render this Day e- 
qually inſtructvie and entertaining, as the others have 
been, by diverſifying our Occupations. 

OROPHANES, you mult know, was the Legiſlator, 
faid Felicia, looking on him with the utmoſt charming 
Air; and as he has had the Honour to preſcribe us 
Laws, and to ſee us ſubmit to them, you cannot wondes 
he is tenacious of that Advantage, and jealous of any 
Infringement- 

He has Reaſon, anſwered Ar ſames; the Laws he has 
impoſed have too many Charms for us, and we paſs our 
Time in them too agreeably, for them not to be obſer- 
ved inviolably. Otherwiſe, ſaid Camilla, we had not 
with one common Voice ſo readily ſubſcribed to them; 
and as for my. own part, whenever I find them not 
agreeab'e to me, that is, when I cannot be inſtructed 
without diſcovering my !gnorance, I ſhall give my Vote 
againſt them, tho' I aſſure. you, I have no ſuch Inclina- 
tion at preſent, nor believe I ever ſhall. 

 Howeve, ſaid Urania, 1 find ſome Difficulty in ap- 
prehending the Meaning of Orophanes's laſt Words ; 
he ſeems to propoſe a Diverſity of OEcupations, which, 
methinks, does not agree with the Order we have hi- 
therto preſerved, nor can I think ſuch a Diverſity wou'd 
any way agree with the Conduct preſcribed to us. 
How, Madam, replied he wich Vivacity, is it not in 
the Subjects of our Entertainments? Do we not run 
over all the memorable Actions both of the great and 
and inferior World? Do we not paſs from the /erzous to 
the gay from the learned to the fimple, from the berois 
io the tender? In fine, is it not by this diverbfying 
our Converiation; that we recal Times paſt, compars 


mem ich the preſent, then animadvert on the Per- 
fections 
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fections or Miſtakes of both, and alternately praiſe, oz 
: teſtify our Diſlike ? | 
WELL have you de fended yourſelf, my dear Oo 
hanes, ſaid Thelamont ; nor did I expect leſs from you, 
ut ſince you have 1. agre: ably made out the Plcafures 
of Div-rſification and Complaiſance, made fo many. of 
the Company deny themſelvcs the Enj>yment of one of 
thoſe Entertainments your Laws allowed us, I am of 
Opinion we ought not to neg]-& the Invitation the ſweet 
Arr now gives us to the Garden. 
I am of your Party, cricd Ce/emena haſtily, and con- 
emplating on the Beauties of that Place, v as beginning 
to with the like Propcſal might b mae. Beſides, con- 
tinu:d ſhe, ſmiling, and looking on Aleippe and Lifimond, 
I fee ſome Perſons hire, to hom a little Tour you'd 
be doubly agre able. | 
We underſanu you, replied Silviana with the moſt 
ſprightiy Air; but to ſhew how very unjuſt your Rail- 
lery is, we will never be out, either of your Sight or 
Hearing. | 
Wirnour your cuitiing us, ſaid Urazia, I will, for 
once, make a La in my own Houſe, by which, both 
yon and Areliſe ſhall be c ndemned to hear nothing du- 
ring the Time of our Walking, but what proceeds from 
the \icuths of Lifmorndand Alcippe. With theſe Words, 
taking Celemena by the Arm, accompanied by ela- 
mont, Orophanes and Felicia, Camilla and Florinda alſo 
conducted by their Spouſes, and Arſames and Melantus 
having given their Hands to their amiable Spouſes, S7/- 
viana and Areliſe wer: obliged to yield theirs to Lifnond 


and Alcippe. Es 
THEsE two tender Lovers were ſenſible of the ex- 


treameſt Pleaſure, in having this Opportunity of enter- 
taining tie Chj. As of their [Paſſion in this particular 
Manner; for tho? the wile Company walked the ſame: 
Way, yet dud they go at {uch a Diſtance, as not to be 
heard by each ther. O, who. was ofa Humour 
intirely free, and ebaorred all Conftraint, gave Liſimoud 
an Audienc: as favourable as he cou'd have wiſhed ; and» 
he had (Ls Satisiaction to read in her Eyes the inexpreſ- 
expreſſible 
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the Pleaſure ſhe took in hearing the Proteftations Ii 
made her of an eternal and inviolable Aſſection. 

ARELISE was equally ſenſible of thoſe of the ena> 
mour'd Alcippe; but as ſhe was naturally more reſerved 
and ſerious than her charming Friend, ſhe cou'd. not, 
without the utmoſt Diſorder, ſuff.r herſelf to be enter- 
tained in this particular manner by a Man, in the View 
of ſo many Perſons. This Exc-is of Mod«ſty gave her 
a certain Air, which very much a:armed A/c/ppe, and 
not able to contain the Trouble with which ſhe was agi- 
tated, You anſwer me not, beautiful Areliſe, ſaid he; 
nay, you ſeem to liſten to me with Regret — 
Your Eyes are fo much attached to thoſe who follow 
us, as gives me Cauſe. to frar, th y would behcld with 
Pleaſure ſome oth r Perion than the tender and ever 
paſſionate Alcippe. Ah ! cruel Areliſe, continued he, 
looking on her with a Count nance wholly abaſhed, it 
was not in this manner that you bzhaved to me at tha 
Houſe of Merina. 

THis Reproach ſurprized Areliſe, and made her re- 
collect, that ſhe had not indeed given that Attention to- 
her Lover, which his Fidelity kad merit:d from her ;. 
but as her Heart had no Share in thoſe exterior Move- 
ments which gave him ſo much Pain, and were only 
cauſcd by the Fears of appzaring too free before that 
Company, ſhe heſitated not to juitify herſelf. 

I BELIEvE, ſaid ſhe, that you were too much aſſured; 
of my Heart, to expoſe your own to unjuſt Suſpicions. 
However, to confirm you more, be perſuaded, Alcippe, 
that in what Place ſoever I am, I haye no Object half ſa 
valuable to me as yourſclt: And if I teſtified my Senti- 
ments more openly at Merina's, it was b:cuſe I cou'd 
do it without Prejudice to that Dꝛcorum, which I wou'd 
preſerve above all Things: I have conf, ſo'd to you 
a thouſand times in her Preſence, that Alcitpæ was dcar- 
er to me than my Lift, b-cauſe the Authority of a Fa- 
ther commanded me to put no Diſguiſe upen my 
Thoughts; but here we are with Perſons who are Stran- 
gers to ue, and who are too lately become our Friends, 


to pard..u ſuch an Indulgence of our Inclinations. 


Va 
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We muſt, my dear Alcippe, act according to the Times 
and Places we are in; and whatever Paton has an In- 
fluence over us, never do any thing which may call ei- 
ther Modeſty or Diſcretion in queition. he Politeneſs 
of Urania has given us this Opportunity, we mult prove 
ours by not abuſing it. This it was that made me turn 
my Eyes continually on the Company, to ſee if they 
were not re-aſſembled without us; and it is this that 
obliges me to entreat we may join ourſelves to them, af- 
ter having reiterated the Affurances, that I love only 
you, and never ſhall love another. How well, my charm- 
ing Areliſe reply'd he, eagerly kiſſing her Hand, in ſpite 
of her Efforts to hinder him, do you know how to make 
me die with ſoy and Grief at the ſame Time? But con- 
tinued he, you muſt be obeyed. I] hen a little haitening 
his Steps, he advanced toward Part of the Company ; as 
tt.ey walked, Alcippe purſuing the Converſation. How- 
ever, {aid he, my dear Aeliſe, you muſt permit me to tell 
you, that your Modeſty here is more ſcrupulous than juſt, 
Wx are on the Point of being united for ever, by the 
Conſent of thoſe to whom we owe our Being: We love 
each other, and have the Happineſs to make part of a 
Society full of Wit, Equity, Good-nature, and whoſe 
principal Good Fortune conſiſts in the Felicities Hymen 
beſtows on them. All here are married Lovers, ſeem 
proud of rendering their Paſſion inſeparable from their 
Duty, and are every. Moment giving each other the 
moſt tender Teilimonies of Affection. There is not, 
therefore, a Place in the World, where you might better 
reconcile the Severity of your Duty with the >weetneſs 
of your Paſſion, | 
WIr theſe Words they came ſo near to Urania and 
Celemena, that Arelije had not time to reply; but Ura- 
nia, who had heard Part of the Diſcourſe of Alcippe, 
and eaſily comprehended the Subject, took his Part in 
theſe Terms: Nothing is- more juſt, ſaid ſhe, than 
tiiis Argument of A/c:ppe's, and it is forming a very 
wrong Judgment of our Minds and Humours, to be 
afraid of making us Witneiles of thcſe mutual Proofs 


you wou'd give each other of an. honourable and 
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authorized Flame, It is one of our chief Maxims, ſaid 
Orophanes laughing, we obey it with Pleaſure and Exact- 
neſs, and fly all thoſe Perſons who approve not of it. I 
find it too much according to my own Inclination, replied 
Areliſe bluſhing, not to approve of it; and ſhall readily 
obey it in its fulleſt Extent, when once Alcippe has joined 
to the Name of Lover, that of Husband. 

DurTy will always have the firſt Rank with Areliſe, 
ſaid Si/viana, coming up to them; and I am much 
miſtaken, if the does not in ſecret reproach me for ha- 
ving ſuffered Liſimond to entertain me fo long. 

Fox my part, ſaid Camilla, I cannot think you have 
at all erred in ſo doing: lt is certainly a Point of Duty 
to ſhew ſome Complaiſance to him, who is deſtined to be 
our Husband, even before he is ſo, that he may judge of 
the Future by the preſent. 

1H1s Deciſion of Cami//a's made all the Company 
laugh heartily ; and Ce/emena firſt giving over, It muſt 
be confeſs'd, ſaid ſhe, that nothing affords a greater 
Contentment of Mind, than when our Inclinations are 
conformable to our Duty. 

W1THoUT doubt, added Jalia; nor nothing a great- 
er Torment, than when they have divided Intereſts, as 
is too frequently the Cafe, eſpecially among Perſons 
of a very high Quality, or the Blood Royal, who are 
obliged to marry for the good of the State, without 
— — either of the one or the other, being eon- 

ulted. 
| You: wou'd then be greatly ſurprized, beautiful Julia, 
ſaid Alcippe, to ſee a Woman by the Exceſs of her Dacy 
only, do all that cou'd be exacted by the moſt ardent 

and violent Aff. ction. That wou'd be Virtue indeed, 
anſwered Julia, and the moſt exalted Proof that cou'd 
poſſibly be given of it I do believe there may be 
ſuch Women, but the Examples of them are very rare ; 
and I ſhou'd be fired with the utmoſt Admiration of one 
capable of it. : 

You wou'd then admire Donna Elvira de Zuarex, 
reſumed Alcippe; and it is for her Glory, that I 


wou'd bring this amiable Society acquainted with her 
Hiſtory, 
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Hiſtory. I wiſh, interrupted Hortenſſa, we had fall 
ſooner on this Topic of Duty; Aleippe might by this 
Time have made a conſiderabln Progreſs in his Hiſtory, 
whereas I now foreſee we ſhall be obliged to poſtpone 
our Attention till after Dinner. 
SHE had no ſooner done ſpeaking, than they were 
informed it waited them in the Hall. All the Company 


. expreſſed a Diſſatisfaction at this Delay of their Curio- 


tity. And it was in this kind of Converſation they 
paſſed the whole Time of their Eating ; and were no 
ſooner roſe from Table, than they went directly to the 
Library; where the charming Camilla entering firſt, 
This, ſaid ſhe, is the Place deſtined for reviving the 
Memory of heroic and illuſtrious Actions; nor wou'd 


any other accord ſo well with thoſe we expect to hear 
of Donna Elvira de Zuares. 


Nox of the Company made any other Reply to 
theſe Words, than by caſting a beſeeching Look on 4/- 
cippe ; and every one being ſeated according to their In- 
clinations, teſtihed by their Silence the extreme Deſire 
they had to liſten to this Hiſtory, 


. 1 «Now very well, ſaid Alcippe, that it is not allowed 
me to diſpenſe with the Laws eſtabliſhed in this beauti- 


ful Manſion, and that I ought not to refuſe the Pay- 
ment of that Tribute expected from me; and however 


uncapable I am of performing what is deſired of me, in 


a Manner worthy the Attention of ſuch as are to hear 
me, or of the Virtues of the Lady who is the Subject 
of my Diſcourſe, I truſt that my ready Obedience will 
atone for my want of Eloquence. 

Tux keeping Silence for two or three Moments, ts 
recollect what he was about to relate, he began in theſe” 
'Terms. | 
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TheHisTory of Donna ELVIRA 
| DE ZUARES. 


FTER the Duke of Alla had ſubjected the Kin 
dom of Portug-/ to the Crown of Spain, Philip II. 
employed his utmoſt Policy to make himſelf beloved and 
feared by all the great Families of the Portugue/e ; he 
knew they- endured his Yoke with Impatience ; and 
thoſe who had ſubmitted themſelves, did it either be- 
cauſe they had no longer the Power to reſiſt, or through 
a Motive of Ambition, in Hope to be raiſed by the 
Conqueror to greater Poſts than they held before. One 
of the moſt conſiderable among the latter, was Don 
Balthazar de Lama, a young Lord, of an ancient and 
noble Family ; but whoſe Anceſtors had diſſipated the 
greateſt Part of the Eſtate which ſhou'd have deſcended 

to him, in the Service of the Kings of. Portugal. 
Hrs Fortune, by this Means, being little conformable 
to that Ambition with which his Soul was enflamed, 
made him look with Joy jon a Revolution which pre- 
ſented him with an Occafion of re-eſtabliſhing his Fa- 
mily : For the Attainment of which, he neglected no- 
thing that might procure him the Favour of the King 
of Spain, and all the great Men of his Court. The ex- 
tracrdinary Zeal he teſtified for the Intereſt of that Mo- 
narch, ſo much ingratiated him to the Duke of A4/ba, 
that he recommended him in ſo advantageous a manner 
to Philip II. as made him confer on him the moſt im- 
portant Employments ; in all which, he had the Hap- 

pineſs to acquit himſelf with Succeſs. 

Don Balthazar no ſooner ſaw himſelf arrived at 


the Height he wiſhed, than be began to think of ren- 


dering 
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fending, and Elvira knew not that ſhe had any Cauſe to 


tus 


during his Grandeur laſting by ſome powerful Alliance : 


As Ambition took up, all his Heart, and Love had no 


part of the Nuptials he defigned to form, he gave him- 
ſelf all neceſſary Time to find out a Perſon whoſe Family 


and Riches might ſully gratify that darling Paſſion. 
Donna Elvira de Zuares, who was the ſole Inheritrix 


of the yaſt Wealth of one of the moſt flouriſhing and 


owerful Families in all Portugal, and whoſe excellent 
eauty was even more the Subject of Diſcourſe than her 
Riches, was the Object on which Don Balthazar caſt his 


Eyes Elvira was no more than eighteen Years old, 


and was under the Care of Don Pedro de Zuares, Bro- 
ther to her Father, who dying, left her to his Tuition : 


He loved her with an extreme Tenderneſs, and ſeeing 


her the only Hope of his Family, he having no Chil- 
dren, took all imaginable Care to educate her in fuch a 


manner, as-ſhould make her worthy the immenſe Fortune 
ſhe would be a Miſtreſs of. 


Donna Elvira being ſuch as I have deſcribed her, Don 
Balthazar found her environ d with a great Number of 


Pretenders; but one among them was diſtinguiſhed from 
- the reſt, not only for being moſt amiable and perfect of 
all the Cavaliers, but alſo that he had been made choice 


on by her Mother, while they were in their moſt tender 


Infancy. That Lady had been united in the moſt ſtrict 


Friendihip with the Parents of Don Sebaſtian de Suza, for 
that was the Name of this young Lord, and the Father of 


Donna EVA being alſo pleaſed with the Propoſal, theſe 


two beautiful Children were brought up wich the Belief 
that they were born for each other, and fſhou'd one Day 
be joined in the molt indiſſoluble Bands. 

Trix innccent Hearts taking the Impreſſion from 
the Mouths of Perſons they were accuſtomed to obey 
in every thing, ſoon began to love each other, and 
to declare it; their Paſſion commencing before the 
Knowledge of thoſe Rules which forbid making any 
ſhew of it, but under particular Limitations, unbridled 
Nature Ciſcovered itſelf in every Look and Action. 
Sebaſtian was reſtrained by no Awe or Terror of of- 


bluſh 
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blaſh in avowing he was the deareft Thing on Earth te 


her. Thus was their Affection conceived in Innocence, 


brought up in Duty, and confirmed and augmented as 


they daily arrived at a more perfect Knowledge of the. 

Perfections of each other. | 
Tus Father and Mother of Elvira dying, before ei- 

ther ſhe or Don Sebaſtian attained at Years ſufficient to 


enter into the married State, Don Pedro de Zuares en- 


couraged in the ſame manner they had done, the mu- 
tual Tenderneſs of theſe young Lovers; and they were 


every Day expeCting to be united for ever, when the. 


happy Moment was retarded by the terrible Diſorders. 
of the State. Don Sebaftian, King of Portugal, en- 
gaging himſelf in that unfortunate Expedition into. Hi- 


ea, loſt his Life, and great Part of his beſt Forces; and 


this it was that laid the Realm open to the Invaſion of 
the Duke of Alba, and gave the firſt Occaſion to thoſe 
Troubles which ended not but in the entire Subverſion 
of the Government. „ i es 

Our young Hearts beheld not this Oppofition of the 
Times, without an extreme Concern, but their Fortitude 
enabled them to ſuſtain it, without any vilible Marks of 
Weakneſs ; and the publick Tranguillity was no. ſooner 
re-eſtabliſhed,” than Don Pedro began to think of con- 
cluding their Marriage, and no Obſtacle appeared to 
their Deſires; when the ambitious Don Balthazar de 
Lama raiſed up one, which all their Love and Fidelity 
could not be able to remove. He was not ignorant © 
the mutual Tenderneſs of theſe two Lovers, nor the En- 
gagements of Don Pedro, but vain of the Merits of his 
Perſon, and the great Intereſt he had at the Court of 
Spain, he eaſily perſuaded himſelf, he ſhould be accepted 
before all the Rivals in the World. In this Belief, he 
heſitated not to make his Addreſſes to Elvira, and to de- 
fire Don Pedro wou'd forward his Pretenſions, 

As his Birth and Intereſt with Philip II. demanded 
Reſpect, Don Pedro de Zuares received him with all the 
Honours he cou'd expect; which till flattering bim 
with a Belief, that his Propoſals wou'd be gratefully 

received, 
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recefved, he reſolred not to defer letting him know the, 
Buſineſs on which he came. 

To this End, having engaged him to walk with him 
on the Banks of the Tagus, and being a little ſeparated 
from the Company that went with them, My Lord, ſaid 
he, looking on him with a Countenance which teſtified 
his inward Aſſurance of Succeſs, I flatter myſelf, that 
the Propoſal I have to make you will be far from diſa- 
greeable ; the Advantages you may receive by it, con- 
vince me, you will receive it with Pleaſure. You know, 
that I have the Honour to be well in the Eſteem of our 
preſent Monarch; the Favours I have received from him, 
and thoſe I have reaſon to expect, are undeniable Proofs 
of his Goodneſs to me: By what I have done, you may 
Judge what is in my Power to do, and is ſufficient to make 
you think an Alliance with me, your Intereſt as well as 
mine, Our Families are now the moſt confiderable in 
all Portugal, and yours, by being united to mine, will 
perſuade King Philip, that your Attachment to him is 
equal to what he has found from me, and you will have 
a Right to demand Poſts of Honour and Employments 
ſor yourſelf and Friends, to which otherwiſe you cou'd 
have no Pretenſions, or Hope of obtaining. 8 5 

Tour be very difficult to expreſs the Diſorder 
Don Pedro was in at this Diſcourſe: His Prudence 
wou'd not permit him to ſay any thing which might 
ſnock a Man, from whoſe Revenge he had every thin 
to fear; nor wou'd his Honour yield, that he hou'd 
even ſeem to retract the many ſolemn Promiſes he had 
made to Don Sebaſtiax de Suxa. In this Extremity he 
was obliged to retire into himſelf ſome Moments, before 
he cou'd reply; but ſeeing that Don Balthazar teſtified 
ſomewhat of an Impatience in his Looks, How unhappy 

are we, my Lord, ſaid he, that the generous Lama did 
not ſooner make a Declaration of his Sentiments ! He 
cou'd not have doubted, if I wou'd not have preferred. 
him to all the Grandees, either of Portugal or Spain; 
but, my Lord, it is now out of my Power. My 
Niece is engaged to Don Sebaſtian de Suza m 


Word is given, and you know, among thoſe of our 
9 | Rank, 
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Rank, it ought to bs inviolable—Think, therefore, I 
beſeech you, that Elvira and Sebaſtian are deſtined by 
Heaven for each other. | 
From their very Infancy they were taught to cheriſh 
this Hope, and to love; their mutual Affection is more 
than is ordinarily to be found He lives but in the 
Proofs he receives of her Tenderneſs, and ſhe wou'd ra- 
ther chuſe to die, than refrain conferring them. I dare 
believe, my Lord, that you have Sentiments too deli- 
cate to contribute any thing to the Separation of two 
Hearts ſo firmly united, However, continued he, per- 
ceiving a kindling Rags began to redden in his Eyes, 
in ſpite of this reciprocal Paſſion, had your Lordſhip 
entertained Thoughts of honouring me with your Alli- 
ance ſome Years ago, as I then had not given my Word 
to Don Sebaſtian, and was intirely Matter of the Fata 
of Elvira, I cou'd have ä her, by my Autho- 
rity, to have given you her Hand; but Things are now 
too far advanced, and I am perſuaded you have too 
much Honour yourſelf, to deſire I ſhou'd blemiſh mine, 
by failing in what I have promiſed. 
Ir is not my Intention, replied Don Ba/thazer with 
a malicious Smile ; but, Don Pedro, there are Means to 
ſcreen ourſelves from all Reproaches, and when we are 
conſtrained by ſupreme Orders, all Promiſes are ſwal- 
lowed up in Obedience. I believe you underſtand me, 
and that there is no Neceſſity I ſhou'd ſay more, to oblige 
you not to diſpoſe of Elvira, but to whom the King 
ſhall give Conſent. With theſe Words, without wait- 
ing for what the other ſhould have ſaid, he rejoined the 
Company ; and as this Party of Pleaſure had been 
formed by Lama, he broke it up as ſoon as poſlible, and 
took Leave of Don Pedro with a Politeneſs mingled with 
Fierceneſs, which made him judge how ſerious he was 
in this Affair. | 
Ar Don Pedros Return Home, he found Elvira and 
Suza, who giving themſelves up wholly to the Joy of 
being in a ſhort time united for ever, had paſſed all that 
Day in mutual Proteſtations of eternal Love and Con- 
ſtancy. Don Pedro cou'd not look upon them, with- 
out being {truck with the moſt piercing Sorrow; it ap- 
| peared 
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peared fo viſibly-on his Countenance, that the two Lo- 
vers were equally alarmed at it, and joined to intreat 
him to reveal the Cauſe. As he knew they muſt be in- 
formed of it ſoon or late, he repeated all the Converſa- 
tion he had with Don Balthazar de Lama. The fre- 
quent Viſits of that Nobleman had already given ſome 
Suſpicion to Don Schaſtian, which the tender Aſſurances 
of Elvira had in ſome meaſure calmed ; but this unfore- 
ſeen Blow renewed all his Jealouſies with greater Rage 
than ever, and at the ſame Time threw him into a De- 
ſpair, of which he was not Maſter. He foreſaw, in 
that Inſtant, all the Misfortunes which afterwards befel 
him; and not doubting but his Rival wou'd be able to 
carry every thing before him, by his Intereſt and Fa- 
your with the King, he cou'd think of no other Remedy 
for this Misfortune, than to put an End to the Days of 
this formidable Enemy to his Happineſs. Hate, Love, 
and Jealouſy combining with the Ardour of Youth, ſup- 
ported by the Conſciouſneſs of high Birth, and equal 
Courage, he was departing that Moment with the Reſo- 
lution of demanding of Lana a bloody Reparation for 
the Outrage he was attempting to offer him. 

In vain Don Pedro made uſe of all his Efforts to abate 
a Fury ſo juſtly raiſed, and but for the tender Elvira, 
that Day bad put an End to the Life of one of theſe 
fierce and incenſed Rivals. But the beautiful Lady 


perceiving her Uncle was incapable of perſuading, pla- 


ced herſelf between the Door of the Chamber and Don 
Sebaſiian, and laying her Hand upon his Shoulder, ſpoke 
to him in theſe Terms, and with a Reſolution which 
aſtoniſhed him. 5 ä 
SINCE, ſaid ſhe, the juſt Reaſons Don Pedro has al- 
ledged can prevail nothing en you, liſten to what I 
now aſſure you, and from which not all the Powers on 


Earth ſhall oblige me to recede: If you are preſump- 


tuons enough to attack Don Balthazar de Lama, con- 
tinued ſhe, and hazard, at the ſame Time, your own 
Liſe, my Glory, and my eternal Peace, by a Combat, 


which Prudence, Policy, and the preſent a 
| | 
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of Affairs equally forbid, I ſwear, by all that T hold ſa- 
cred above, or dear below, never to be yours. | 
Wuar, Madam! cry'd Suza, is the Life of my Riva 
already become ſo precious to you, that you condemn 
me to certain Death, if I but attempt to give it him! 

I nars Lama, ar ſhe, hate him with a mortal 
Hatred, yet not the thouſandth Part ſo much as I love 
you: His Death wou'd be no Conſolation to me for the 
Loſs of you ; and whether vanquiſh'd by him, or Van- 

uiſher over him, your Deſtruction is inevitable 

here are Means leſs dangerous; and to preſerve us for 
each other, it is my Part to employ them, and yours to 
obey me in this only Occaſion, in which it is in your 
Power to prove how much you are devoted to me. And 
what is it I muſt do? demanded he, with the moſt ſor. 
rowful Air: And what is it you condemn me to? 

To love me, reply'd Elvira, looking on him with 
the extremeſt Tenderneſs, to wait the Cares of Don Pe- 
uro, and above all, to depend upon my Fidelity. All 
that I forbid you is, not to undertake any thing againſt 
your Rival by Force of Arms: We are not on Terms 
ſuch as permit me to disfigure my Sentiments; I was al- 
ways commanded to love you, and only you, and I found 
the Injunctions of my Duty were my chief Felicity — 
No, my dear Sebaſtian, continued ſhe, giving him her 
Hand, I will never be but yours Let this Promiſe 
calm the Tranſports of your Rage, diſſipate all your 
Fears, and render you capable of joining us in all pro- 
bable Meaſures to overturn the Deligns of this cruel 
Invacer of our mutual Happineſs. 

Tuxxx needed no more to oblige the amorous Sura to 
promiſe all they expected from him: He thre himſelf 
at the Feet of Elvire, and all his Fury receding to his 
Love, he intreated a thouſand Times over Pardon for 
his Suſpicions, and ſhe as often repeated, that ſhe wou'd 
never yield her Hand or Heart to any but himſelf. But 
it was not without the moit violent Conſtraint, that ſhe 
concealed the Trouble ſhe was in, to ſec him in that ſub- 
miſſive and forrawful Condition, and cou'd not do it 
{o artfully, but that ſome Tears, in ſpite of her, ran 

- Vol. IV. M down 
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down her Cheeks, She loved Sebaſian, if poſſible, 
more than ever, an curſed the luckleſs Moment that had 
preſented her to the Eyes of the ambitious Ba/thazar. 

Don Pedro cculd not behold this Spectacle without 
the moſt preſſing Emotions of Grief, Tenderneſs and 
Pity. He aſſure.! them again and again, that he wou'd 
neglect nothing to prevent all that Ba/thazar might en- 
terprize againſt their Loves; and, as the firſt Step, it 
was agreed in this little Council, that they ſhould aſſem- 
ble together all of the two Houſes of Zuares and Suza, 
and inform them of the Obſtacle put to their long in- 
tended Alliance, and engage both the one and the other 
to oppoſe it with all their Powers. 

As theſe two Families were the moſt ancient and con- 
fiderable in the Kingdom, it might be preſum'd, that 
acting in Concert, they ſhou'd be able to prevail over a 
Man of an illuſtrious Birth indeed, but who owed his 
preſent Greatneſs to a Reverſe of Fortune, very grievous 
to all who were for the ancient Eſtabliſhment. Don 
Pedro loſt no Time in this Affair, and the next Day all 
the Kindred and Allies of Donna Elvira and of Don 
Sebaſtian met together, to whom this good Old Man 
reported the Reaion of hs ſummoning them in this ſo- 
lemn Manner. Elvira was the enly Perſon of both 
the Families who was abſent at this Aſſembly, her Mo- 
deity not permitting het to be preſent at the Diſcourſes 
which ſhe knew mult be held on this Subject. 

Dox Pedro repreſented the Caſe as the Head of the 
Houſo of Zuares, and Don Sebaſtian as the Chief of 
that of Saza; they both declared themſelves in ſuch elo- 
quent and touching VN erms, that no Perſon there, but 
was of the Opinion they were; and the Zxares, who 
at firſt were a little dazzled with the Advantages which 
might accrue to them, from the Marriage of. Eluira 
with Don Ba/thazar, c .anged their Sentiments as ſoon 
as they heard Seba/tian ſpeak, and ſwore to oppoſe, 
with t:cir whole Might, the Defigns of Lama, and to 

o ali tegether, and proſtrate themſelves at the Feet of 
Log P-i/ip, to conjure him not to interpoſe his Autho- 
tity fer the diſſolving a Contract long ſince made, and 
v hich Honour and Probity ought to reader indifſoluble. 
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Tuls Reſolution taken, they judged it, however, 
improper to be proſecuted, till Don Ba{chazar thould 
ſpeak more plain. Donna Catherina Mendoce, the Mo- 


ther of Suxa, thought it beſt, that the Marriage be- 


tween Elvira and Sebaſtian ſhou'd be immediately ſo- 


leinnized, in order to take from Don Balthaxar all Poſ- 


ſibility of compaſſing his Intent; but the Zaares op- 


poſed that Motion, giving for Reaſons, that as Baltha- 
xar had minzled the Name of King in the Converiation 


he had with Don Pedro, it was impradeat to do any 


thing precipitately ; ſince it was not to be imagiued, he 
wou'd have ſpoken in that manner without the Conf2nt 
of his Majeſty ; and after ſuch Words, the Celebration 
of the Marriage wou'd be look'd upon as a premeditated 
Diſobedience : They rather thought it better to make 
publick Preparations for the Marriage, as of a Thing 
deſigned before, and which they had no Apprehenſions 
of Danger in accompliſhing. 

THro” theſe Sentiments were directly contrary to thoſe 
of Suza, yet he was obliged to conform to them, this 
Advice being by much the greateſt Part of the Aſſem- 
bly approved. After which, they ſeparated, with a new 
Aſſurance, that they wou'd defend Elvira for Sebaſtian, 
by all the Ways they cou'd, without flying in the Facs 
of Majeſty. 

Wulrx theſe Things were doing, Don Ba/thazar de 
Lama ſuffered not himſelf to be idle. The Manner in 


which Don Pears had received his Propoſal of Murriage 


with his Niece, piqued his Pride in the moſt ſenſfib.e 
Manner; and reſolving not to be overcome in a Matter 
ot ſo much Conſequence, departed the ſame Day for the 
Court of Spain; where he exerted his Intercit ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully with King Philip, that he not only approv'd his 
Alliance with the Houſe of Zuares, but in favour of his 
Marriage, gave him the Government of Goa, and made 
lum Viceroy of the Indies. He had no ſooner obtain'd 
theſe magnificent Titles, than he haſted bacis to Lisbon, 
furniſh'd with Letters to the Preſident of the Council, 
to oblige Don Ped; s to Compliance with his Deſires. 
Tis News of this ſudden Elevation filed with Jea- 
louſy aud Contlernation, the Hearts of all thoſe, who 
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pretended to that Poſt by their Services Thoſe of the 
Family of Suza were among the Number of the Male. 
contents ; but they had, in a little Time, a new Subject 
of Hatred __ Lama : He having heard at his Arrival, 
that magnificent Preparations were making for the Nup- 
tials of Elvira and Don Sebaſtian, occaſioned an immedi- 
ate Stop to be put to them. The Preſident of the Council 
was his immediate Friend, and had no ſooner received 
the Orders from the King of Spain, than he ſent for Don 
Pedro, to whom he declared the Intentions of that Mo- 
narch were, that he ſhould give his Niece to Don Bal. 
th zar de Lama; and for that end, break all Engagements 
he had entered into before the Knowledge thereof. 
IT was in vain that Don Pedro alledged the Laws of 
Honour, the mutual Paſſion of the two Lovers, and the 
Ceremony of making them one, juſt ready to be com- 
' pleated ; he cou'd obtain no other Anſwer from the Pre- 
ſident, than that it was the King's Pleaſure, and that he 
had a preciſe Order to ſee it complied with. Don Pedro 
was ſenſibly touched at this Violence ; and hoping it 
might yet be diſpenſed with, at leaſt willing to have 
nothing wherewith to reproach himſelf, he ſummoned 
Foth the Families a ſecond Time to remind them of the 
Promiſe th'y had made in behalf of EIvira's Contract 
with Sebaſtiau. All thoſe of the Houſe of Suxa came 
readily, being animated by all the Motives of Glory 
and Ambition; but the greateſt Part of the Zuares were 
abſent, and thoſe who came, ſaid they had promiſed to 
oppoſe Don Balthazar, but not the Orders of his Maje- 
Rv ; and that it was neither the Duty nor the Intereſt of 
their Family, that Don Pedro ſhould refuſe his Niece to 
an Offer ſo advantageous as Don Balthazar de Lama, 
Viceroy of the Indies, and Governour of Goa. 
Tuztxn Don Pedro ſeeing himſelf condemned to break 
his Promiſe, even by thoſe of his own Family, had no 
other Anſwer to make to the Reproaches of Don Se- 
baſlian, than ſhewing him the Oodore of the King, 
I is eaſy to conceive the Exceſs of Grief in which the 
two Lovers were now plunged : All the City took Part 
in their Misfortunes, but none durſt undertake any 


thing to remedy them. The beautiful Elvira was in 
a Situa- 
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a Situation the moſt cruel that can be-imagined ; forced 
to receive the Viſits of Don Balthazar, and deprived for 
ever of the Sight of hex dear Sebaſtian : All her Thoughts 
were continually taken up in lamenting her ill Fortune, 
and in contriving unavailing Stratagems to retard a Hy- 
men, Which ſhe look'd on as the Sentence of her Death. 
Don Pedro had obtained eight Daus of the Preſident, 
under Pretence of N that '1'ime in perſuading 
Blvira to the Marriage; but in Effect, to think of ſome 
Meaſures, if poſſible, to break it off. He tried all Sorts 
of Ways to oblige Lama to deſiſt his Purſuit ; ſet be- 
fore his Eyes the Injuſtice and Barbarity of ſeparating 


two Perſons, whoſe Hearts were cemented by the ſtrict- 


eſt Ties ; then repreſent:d the little Contentment he 
cou'd expect with a Wife, who was ſo but by Force; 
and in fine, urged all that Honour, Wiſdom, or Piety 
cou'd ſuggeſt againſt this Match. 7 — 8 
Bur theſe Remonſtrances were far from effecting thed2- 
ſir d Purpoſe ; Don Ba/thazar had other Views in an Alli- 
ance with Elvira, and wanted Delicacy of Soul to be touch- 
ed either with her Sufferings, or the Reſentment ſhe might 
have againft him for this Conſtraint on her Inclinations. 
Don Sebaſtian, in the mean time, was reſolute to 
die, rather than permit Elvira ſhou'd be given to the 
Arms of Balthazar, was continually in Conſulta- 
tion with Don Pedro, but prevailed on him to conceal 
from Elvira the Depth of his Deſpair, or that he had 
any Deſigns to oppoſe the intended Marriage, farther 
than by Ris Prayers to Heaven: He alſo avoided the 
Sight of Don Balthazar, never viſiting Don Pedro, but 
at thoſe Hours when he was ſure he was not there. 
This Conduct, which Elvira imagined was the Effect 
of her Orders, intirely diſſipated the Fears ſhe had been 
in for him, and gave her Time and Coolneſs of Mind 
to meditate on what was beſt for her to do. She cou'd 
not think it poſſible, that a Man ſhou'd obſtinately per- 
ſiſt in his Deſires of marrying a Woman, who ſhou'd 
tell him with her own Mouth, all the Softneſs of her 
Son] was devoted to another ; and therefore reſolved to 


paſs over all Sorts of Conſiderations, to convince Lame 
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of this Truth. A young Maid truly diſcreet could not 
bring herſelf to ſuch a Confeſſion without the utmoſt 
Pain, efpecially to a Man who wou'd, and perhaps 
might become her Hufband. But Elvira knowing that 
all that had been ſaid to him by others made no Impreſ. 
ſion on him, was determined to force her Modeſty to 
this I: Reſource : The Extremity to which ſhe was re- 
duced, rendered her more bold; and one Day, when 
Don Pathazar found her only with her Women, and he 
tad given her an Opportunity to execute her Deſign, by 
reminding her, that the Time her Uncle demanded was 
very near expired, My I ord, anſwered the, you wou'd 
do an Action worthy of everlaſting Praiſes, if you wou'd 
rolorg it for my whole Life ; for, in fine, you cannot 
be ignorant that I am deſtined to another by my Pa- 
rents, and my own Inclination; and when you pretend 
to hope ] may one Day be brought to love you, the Ex- 
ceſs of Grief you ſee me plunged in, convinces you, in 
ſpite cf yourſelf, that there is no Poſſibility I ſhall ever 
o fo. -— All Lisben knows this Truth, why then ſhou'd 
fear to tell it you? Learn then, continue] fhe, 
bluſning, learn from my own Mouth, that I love, and am 
beloved with the utmoſt Extremity of Paſſion, No 
other than Don Sebaſtian de Suza can pretend to m 
Hcart; it is a Paſſion born with me, of a Piece wit 
my Life, and will continue to my Grave. What 
wou'd be the Glory, what the Sweetneſs of a married 
State, where the beſt you ſhou'd find from your Wiſe 
wou'd be Coldneſs and Indifference — where the Per- 
fon who fills your Arms, wou'd return your Endear- 
ments but with Sighs for your Rival, and who wou'd 
continually. reproach you, both with her Words and 


Tears, for being the Author of her Misfortune ? 


Au! my Lord, for your own Sake, as well as mine, 


conſider well on the Horrors of ſuch an Union; ſpare 


yourſelf the Shame it wou'd draw on you ; re- 
member, that all the World is ſenfible J love you not; 
that I never fhall love you, and that my eternal Ten- 
derneſs is for your Rival — Theſe are my Senti- 


ments, my Lord, I will not conceal them from yon; 
you 
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you ſhall have nothing to reproach me with, when it is 
no longer in your Power to break thoſe Ties, which will 
be then no leſs dreadful to you than to myſelf. Deſiſt, 
therefore, from your Purſuit return to Juſtice and to 
Reaſon, and force me not to enter into Engagements ſo 
ſhocking to my Soul, and which in their Conſequence 
may, p.rhaps, be more fatal to your Glory than to mine. 

WHATEVER good Opinion Don Balthazar had of 
himſelf, it is impoſſible to diſſemble the Spite he con- 
ceived at this Diſcourſe ; he redden'd, he turned pale, 
and was about to interrupt her an hundred Times, but 
had no Words to explain himſelf by : His Surprize was 
at leaſt equal to his Vexation, to ſee a Maid of her 
Age, and whoſe Modeſty was as conſpicuous as her 
Beauty, aſſume Courage to reveal a Secret of that Na- 
ture to a Perſon who was to be her Spouſe. 

As he was naturally fierce and haughty, he was go- 
ing to anſwer her with Sharpneſs ; but then refleQing, 
that it was not yet his Right to ſpeak as Maſter, he con- 
ſtrained himſelf, as much as poſſible, that nothing of 
what paſſed in his Soul might be obvious to her; and 
looking on her, not with Anger, but with Coldneſs 
enough, Any other than myſelf, Madam, faid he, might 
have juſt Cauſe to ſear the Conſequences of Marriage 
after ſuch a Confidence ; but as I know your Virtue, 
nothing 1s capable of intimidating me. You are yet 
too young to know yourſelf ; your Tenderneſs for Suza 
aroſe from your Obedience to your Parents ; they are 
dead, and a greater Power, the King himſclf, now com- 
mands you to love me : I dare belieye, your Duty will 
be always a Law to you, and that you will tranſplant 
all the Affection you were bid to beſtow on my Rival, 
on him you are now ordain: d to give it to. | 
Tconress, I am charmed with that Readineſs with 
which you followed the firſt Will of your Parents; I 
may judge by that Reſignation in your Nature, that 
you will always preſerve the glorious Title of a virtuous 
Woman, and far from apprehend ing my Honour will 
ſuffer in an Union with you, I expect only the extremeſt 
Felicity, Ceaſe then, any vain Endeayours to change 
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me; the more you have loved Don Sebaſtian, the more 
F find you worthy te be loved: *Tis Duty, I know, that 


regulates all the Movements of your Heart ; and when 
you ſhall conſider, that it is ſo which commands you to 


love me, I all find the happy Effects of it here- 
fore, Madam, continued he, riſing from his Chair, ne- 
ver imagine I ſhall forego my Pretenſions ; but on the 
contrary, I now go to preſs the haſtening that fortunate 
Mement, which fhall put me in Poſſeſſion of ſo perfect 
an Object. With theſe Words, having made her a law 
Bow, he went out of the Room, leaving her in ſo great 
a Deſpair, for the ill Succeſs of her Enterprize, that, 
had ſhe rot been prevented by her Woman, ſhe had cer- 
tainly laid violent Hands on her own Life. Leonora 
was the chief of thoſe who attended her, had been her 
Nurſe, and was a Perſon of great Diſcretion ; yet all 
the Arguments ſhe cou'd alledge, joined to the Aﬀec- 
tion Elvira had for her, ſeemed too little, for a long 
Time, to calm the furious Agitations of her Soul. 
Zur, as Elvira had a Soul truly great, and intirely 
free from thoſe Weakneſſes to which too many of her 
Sex abandon themſelves, ſhe had at laſt recovered her 
uſual Courage ; and, aſhamed of her firſt Emotions, as 
contrary both to her Religion and her Glory, ſhe 
thanked Leonora for the Remonſtrances ſhe made 
her. But tho' the Rage againſt herſelf was over, the 
Diſdam ſhe conceived for Don Ba/thazar was not ſo; 
and ſhe took, that Moment, a firm Reſolution to throw 
herſelf for ever into a Cloyſter, rather than yield to be 
his Wife. The ironical Air with which he had ſpoke, 
had tonched her to the quick: She was ſenſible of the 
whole Meaning of his Words, and judging rightly of 
the Fate ſhe muſt expect with a Huſband of that Hu- 
mour, proteſted to herſelf, to. negle& nothing which 
might deliver her from him. 25 
LEONORA, ſaid ſhe to her Nurſe, after having or- 
dered her other Women to retire, I yield to your Rea- 
ſons, and promiſe you to do — unworthy of me; 
but you muſt then approve a Deſign J have juſt now 
formed, and aſſiſt me in the Execution of it: All 
| * my 
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my Family abandon me, an ambitious Policy has turned 
them on the Side of Lama; but I am determined to 
ſhew them, I deſpiſe thoſe vain Titles with which they 
have ſuffered themſelves to be dazzled; and, in ſpite 
of the whole World, will never be for any Man, if I 
cannot be for the unfortunate Sebaſtian. 

Tux ſhe conjured her to help her in leaving the 
Houſe of Don Pedro, and eonducting her to a Monaſtery, 
where the Siſter of Leonora was a Recluſe ;. the alſo: 
commanded her not to diſcover her Retreat to any Per- 
ſon in the World, not even to Sebafitan himſelf; to the 
End, his Aſtoniſhment might be a convincing Proof, 
that he had no Hand in her Elopement. The Difficul- 
ty of finding me, faid ſhe, will give Time to Don Pe- 

Aro, his Friends, and thoſe of Sebaſtian, to enter into 
ſome Meaſures, perhaps more ſucceſsful than any they 
have yet try'd; and, at the ſame Time, aſſure all the 
Protectors of: Don Lama, of: my fixed Averſion for him: 
Tis poſſible the King himſelf may reflect on the Barba- 
rity of his — and uſe his Authority no far- 
ther in behalf of his Favourite. 

LEONORA made uſe of her utmoſt Efforts to diſ- 
ſuade her from this Deſign ;. but it was invincibly ſet- 
led in her Mind: So that, finding ſhe could not pre- 
vail, ſhe conſented to do as ſhe required, and ſwore an 
inviolable Secreſy. As there now wanted but two Days 
of the eight, Don Pedro had obtained from the Prei- 
ſident, it was concluded between. them to depart. the 
next Night. 

LEONORA went immediately to prepare her Siſter, 
and every Thing happened according as they deſire :: 

The Nun, who had great Power in the Monaſtery, 
aſſured Leonsra, that ſhe wou'd conceal Eluira:ſo well 
that none ſhou'd know any thing more of her than ihe 
was willing to reveal. 

THe Affair being thus regulated, the Night of the 
ſucceeding Day, when the whole Family beſide were 
buried in Sle.p, Donna Euira having none but Leonora 
with her, went out of her Apartment, by a Pair 
of Back-ſtairs, into the Garden, which had a Poor that 
opened into a Quarter of the Town, but little fre- 
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quented: There Elvira found a Chaiſe, which Leonora 
had appointed at that Time, attended by Men on u hoſe 
Fidelity ſhe could depend. They took Leave of cach 
other in this Place, Elvira thinking it beſt, ſhe ſhou'd 
remain in the Houle, and feign an intire Ignorance 
what was become of her; to the End, ſhe might pri- 
vately inform har cf all that paſted. 

1 41s beautiful Perſon arrived at the Convent, and 
was received without. any Accident or Obſtacle ; and 
Leancra returned to her Chamber, leaving the Garden- 
door open; ſh- had alſo the Precaution to faſten E/v;. 
vas Shcets to the Bars of the Window, to make it ap- 

pear, 2s if {he had eſcaped that Way, Then having 
cone all that was neceſſary for the better concealing the 
Truth, ſhe went to Bed, and waited patiently for the 
Hour in which it was her Cuſtom to go into her Mil- 
treſs's Apartment. | 

Treg unhappy Elvira was no ſooner ſafe in her Re- 
treat, than ſhe wrote to the Pieſid:nt cf the Council, 

ꝛe Siſter of Leoncra having undertaken to get her Let- 
ter delivered to him, without his being able to diſcover 
by whoſe Hand it was brought. In Effect, this Nun 
k:d a near Relation in his Family, to whom ſh? gave 
it, and he took: the Opportunity, when the Room was 
fee frem Company, to lay it on a Table, where he. 
kr.ew the Preſident muſt needs ſee it. 

Dox Zalthazar and Don Sebaſtian all this Time were 
net without Buſineſs ; the former more enflamed by the 
D ficuites he found in the obtaining EIL ira, went di- 
rectlij from her to the Preſident of the Council to in- 
tre t he wou'd not agree to any longer Delay in caſe 
Dan Ped, o ſhou'd require it; and to oblige hin to exe- 
cute tie King's Decree in fixing a Day for the Celebra- 
tion of the Nuptials 3 and having obtained an Aſſurance 
fron. hun, that he would do as * deſired, he thought 
of nothing but taking the Advantages of thofe Marks 
of Am ity and Reſpect he receive from the greateit Part 
of the Kindred of Elvira, who, charmed with his 
Grand ui and good Fortune, looked on his Alliance as 
a creat F. vcur. 


To 
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To comply with their Advances, he accepted the In- 
vitation made him by Don Antonio de Silva, one of 
the ne reſt Relations of Elvira, to a magnificent Feaſt 
at a Country- ſeat he had two Leagues diſtant from Lis- 
bon This Party of Pleafure was on the next Day after 
that Converiation with Elvira, in which ſhe declared 
to him in ſo full a Manner, her Sentiments; and on the 
Night of which ſhe executed her Deſign, to which all 

Things ſeemed to contribute; for Don Sebaſtian bein 
informed of this Journey to Antonio de Silva's, thought 
he had now a convenient Opportunity to put in Practice 
what he had long before projected; and for that Rea- 
ſon, came not to Don Ped-o's, for fear the diſcerning 
Elvira ſhonld diſcover, in his Countenance, or ſome 
unguarded Word, what he was about to take in Hand. 
So, by both the Rivals being abſent, and her Uncle be- 
ing free from Company, going early to Bed, ſhe was 
intirely free trom Interruption. | 

Tuvs Fortune brought to paſs three different Inci- 
dents in one Day. In the Morning, the Preſident of. 
the Council found the Letter of Elvira, without being 
able to gueſs by waat Means it came upon his Table ; 
- _ it immediat.ly, and found it.contained theſe 

ord> : 


To the Preſident of the Council. 


My Lord, 
* HE unjuſt Violence offered to my Inclinationg 
”y in forcing me to give to Don Balthazar de Lama: 
a Faith already tol-mnly promiied to Don Sebaſtian de 
© &u2a, obliges me to retire for ever from the World 
** I have tried all Sorts of Ways before I came to this 
Extremity ; but ſince nothing can ſoften the Hearts of 
my Perſecutors, and they pretend to compel me to 
„ vavlate all Laws, both Human and Divine, I throw 
* myſelf into the Protection of him, from whom alone 
* they durit not tear me — Accuſe no Perſon of my 
« Flight, I have too much Intereſt in being concealed to 
: conkde the Secret in any one; and v hatcver Search 
M 6. % may: 
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may be made for me, the Place of my Retirement 
„will never be diſcovered, but by the Report of my 


& Death, or the Liberty of diſpoſing my Hand. 
| ELVIAA DE ZUAREsS, 


Wurz the Preſident of the Council was reading 
this Letter, all the Houſe of Don Pedro was in Confu- 
fion: Leonora going pretty late into the Chamber of 
Elvira, followed by her other Women, ſent forth the 
moſt picrcing Cries on not finding her ; and ſome of the 
others perceiving the Sheets faſtened to the Windows, 
ſeconded her with ſo much Vehemence, that not only 
Don Pedro himſelf, but all the Family were attracted 
by their Clamours : His Surprize was extremely great, 
but on queſtioning Leonora, the play'd her Part fo well, 
t! at he had not the leaſt Suſpicion ſhe was privy to the 
Intentions of his Niece. 5 

Tris News was immediately ſpread through the 
whole City, and. confirmed by the Letter which. the 
Preſident of the Council had received, and which, in 
his Aſtcniſhment, he had read to ſeveral Perſons who. 
happened to be with him when he ſaw it upon the 
Table. All the conſiderable Gentlemen of Lisbon ran 
to the Houſe of Don Pedro; and the common Opinion 
among them was, that ſhe was gone with Don Sebaſiian 
de Suxa; on which they all went to his Palace, where 
they found Donna Catherina de Mendoce, his Mother, 
v ho ſwore to them, that her Son had not been from 
Home that Night, nor the Day befcre, but that he 
went cut on Horſeb..ck, early in the Morning, and un- 


2 ttended. 
Tus was enough to confirm the Suſpicions they, 
before had entertained, and every one formed different 
Jedzments on tis Action; ſoma were: eager to find 
hm and Elvira, in order to make their Court to La- 
„a, by reſtoring Eis Miſtreſs to him; and others, com- 
paſlionating the Fate of theſe Lovers, reſolved to fol- 
low, in Hope of aſſiſting him, in caſe he ſhou'd be met 
b, the other Party, and attacked. Among theſe laſt 
was Don Pedro, who was periuaded, as. well as the. 

reſt, 
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reſt, that by ſeeing the one, they ſhould alſo find the 
other. Thus they all ſeparated, and every one took a. 
different Way, each flattering himſelf with the Hope of 
being ſucceſsful in his Search. 
Bur the unfortunate Sebaſtian, little imagining that. 
his Abſence cauſed all this 'I reuble, animated by Love, 
Hatred and Revenge, being informed that Don Ba/tha- 
zar wou'd quit the Houſe of Antonio de Silva that Morn- 
ing, was gone to meet him in his Return, with the De- 
ſign either of taking his Life or loſing his own. He at- 
tended not long, before he ſaw him followed but by 
three or four Servants: Szza immediately rode up to 
him, and having ſaluted him in a pretty fierce Manner, 
Don Balthazar, ſaid he to him, I have ſomething very 
important to communicate to you: Are you a Man capa- 
ble of hearing me? Ves, and of anſwering you too, re- 
plied Lama, in the ſame Tone: Then perceiving what 
the Buſineſs was he had with him, he made a Sign to his 
People not to follow); and without any farther Speech, 
they both ſpurred their Horſes out of Sight, then alight- 
ing both at the ſame Time, jumped into a little Valley, 
defended by a huge Mountain on the Side next the Road. 
THE mutual Fury they had conceived againſt each 
othcr, allowed them not the Power or Leiture to ex- 
plain themſelves by Words; but Deeds ſufficiently ex- 
preſſed the Emotions of their Hearts. They diſcharged. 
their Piſtols over their Heads ;. then, with an equal 
Alacrity and Addreſs, flew on each other with Sword 
in Hand. Both young, vigorous, and of great Courage, 
the Combat cou'd nct but be terrible, the Equality of 
tHeir Forces made the Advantage a long Time diſputed ;. 
Lama, however, was the firſt that was wounded, and. 
Suxa, by aiming rather to offend his Adverſary than 
deſend himſelf, ſoon after received the other's Sword 
in his Arm: But the Sight of their Blood ſerved only 
to — — their Rage, and one or both muſt certainly 
have become the Triumph of Death, if Don Antonio 
de Silva, with the reſt of the Company, whom Bal- 
thazar had left at his Houſe, had not been brought 


to. the Aſſiſtance of Lama, by his Servants, who eanly 
imac. 
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imagined for what Reaſon he had gone apart-with + 


ſtrange Cavalier, tho' they doubted not it was Don 


Sebaſtian de Suza. 
THEy arrived juſt as the Arm of each was ite uo 


to give the other a moral Blow, aud ad the roo e- 


tune to be ſwift enough to prevent te mide! We 
chief. In fine, they ran between crew 10onicd Anta— 
goniſts, and compelled them, viiwilingiy, to wpirate, 
Is that Inſtant Don Pedro. and tome others who had 
taken the ſame Road, in Puriuit of Don Sebaſtian, as 
the Partaker of E/wira's Flight, came up to them, at- 
tracted by the Claſhing of- Swords, and the Noiſe of 
the Horſes belonging to Lon Antonio and his Company, 
IAIS pectacle, which they ſo little expected, threw 
them into the utmoſt Conſternation ; the Friends of Don 
Sebaſtian encompaſſed him with drawn Swords, as re ſo- 
lute to defend or to revenge him; thoſe of Lama did 


the ſame by him But Don Pedro and Don Antonio acted 


with ſo much Prudence in mediating the Matter, that 
the two Parties durſt undertake nothing agaiaſt each 


other; and the one carried away Lama and the other 


Suga, to their reſpective Palaces. | 

Dox Pedro cou'd not diipenſe with himſelf from pay- 
ing ſome Civilities to Don Balthazar, aſſuring him, 
that he had a ſenſible Regret for. his Adventure ; and 
at the fame Time told him the Loſs.of Elvira ;. and 
teſtified ſo great a Freedom in all his Words and Beha- 
viour to him, that it was impoſſible for the other not to 
give Faith to „hat he ſaid. But the News of EIvira's 
Flight put him in ſo great a Rage, that he had ſcarce 
Patience to wait till the Surgeons had dreſſed his 
Weunds, for demanding Vengeance on the Raviſher, 
whom he doubted not. was Szza, an. reſolved to ac- 
cuſe him as uch 

However, Don Pedro having joined this unſor- 
tunate Loven, of whom his Friends t:'! the ſame 


Care, as the others had done of Lama, + ound in 
him ſuch Marks of profound Meianc}i': ,, 4s made 
him preſently imagine him innocent o. laid 


te, 
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to his Charge. But to be more aſſured, Don Sebaſfian, 
faid he, I know not how to blame a Combat, which 
Honour ſcenis to have exacted from you; but I am ex- 
tremely ſorry ycu ſhou'd caſt ſo great a Blemiſh. on your 
own Honour and that of Eluira, as to perſuade her to 
fly her Family. It is an Injury to her Reputa- 
tiou which F can never forgive, unleſs you. make Repa- 
ration for it, by immediately reſtoring her. . 

Me ! cry'd Don Se4aftian, me do you accuſe of hay- 
ing carried away Elvira Ah ! my Lord, what Tidings 
do you tell me, and how unjuſt are your Suſpicions! 
Not only Don Pedro, but all preſent were now convinced 
of the Truth of what he ſaid; he teſtified his Surprize 
and Inquietude with too much Sincerity, for any one to 
believe him guilty. | 

As they had ſtopt at a Village till his Wounds were 
dreſſed, he was in the utmoſt Impatiznce to get on 
Horſeback, in order to make ſearch through Lisbon 
for Elvira: His Friends wou'd fain have perſuaded him 
to conceal himſelf rather in ſome Place from the Pur- 
ſuits of his Rival ; but he was not of a Temper to fly 
his Enemy, and obliged them to. conduct him to his 
Palace, where he was received by Donna Catherina 
de Mendoce, with ſuch Tranſports of Grief, that the 
moſt violent Emotions of Nature alone cou'd ren er. 
excuſable, This tender Mother, who foreſaw the 
Flight of Elvira, joined to the late Combat with Don 
Balthazar, wou'd involve her Son in numberleſs Dan- 
gers, cou'd not withhold her Tears, nor moderate her. 
Terrors. Don Pedro and all his Friends, who were 
ſtrongly perſuaded Eiwira had taken this Step without 
his Knowledge, and merely to avoid being given to a 
Man ſhe deteſted conjured her to be eaſy, aad permit 
them to plead his Cauſe. But, alas ! it was now too 
late; Lama,, who came to Lisbon as ſoon as they, went 
immediately to the Preſident cf the Council, whom he 
informed of- this Affair, and painted in Colours ſo black, 
that the Rliniſter, had he been leſs inclinable to ſerve 
him, cou'd not diſpenſe with ſending an Order to ar- 
reſt daga the ſame Day. Thus, while they were talk- 
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ing, the Officers came in; and, in ſpite of Juſtice, or 
the Tears of his Mother, he was hurried away to Pri- 
ſon, and guarde- with the utmoſt Strictneſs. 

As his good Qualities made him univerſally beloved, 
the greateft Lords in the Kingdom appeared in his Be- 
half; Don Pedro himſelf invoked Hcaven and Earth to 
ſave him from the Malice of his Rival : And what be- 
tween the Grief for his Misfortune, and the lmpoſlibi- 
lity there appeared of diſcovering the Retreat of his 
Niece, he was perfectly inconſolable. 

Id the mean Time, the unfortunate Elvira de Zunres 
being informed by Leonora of every thing that paſled, 
was in a Condition, which it wou'd be very difficult to 
deſcribe ; and when at laſt ſhe received News that Se- 
baſtian was treated as an Aſſaſſin and a Raviſher, and 
that they talked of no leſs than cutting off his Head, 
ſhe had ſcarce any Senſe remaining, but that of her 
Misfortune : However, endeavouring to recover herſelf, 
as much as poſſible, from the Lethargy of her. Grief, ſhe 
began to reflect, that if ſhe diſcovered her Retreat, it 
wou'd be the Means to clear his Innocence. And in 
this Thought ſhe wrote to the Preſident of the Council: 
Don Pedro and her own Friends were the laſt the ac- 
quainted with the Secret; but when ſhe did, and ſuf- 
tered them to ſee her, and had fully let them know the 
whole Truth of her Departure, ſhe conjured them to. 
employ all their Cares to ſave Sebaſtian's Life. 

Bur the Council of Spain having been informed of 
the Adventure according to the Report of Lame only, 
ſent Orders to the Preſident at Lisbor, to do immediate 
Juſtice ; but as he was alto of his Party, and the Deſign 
of Suza's Enemies being to take his Life, if poſſible, 
by Form of Law, in ſpite of the Witneſſes of the Com- 
bat between him and Ba/thazur, and the Proteſtations 
of Elvira, th.t he was entirely ignorant of her Flight, 
he was ſtill proceeded againſt, on th. Indictments of 
Rape and Aſlaſſination: I hey had already interrogated 
Don Sebafiian ſeveral Times, but it was only a Forma- 
lity, and in Tome Sort to gretify the Solicitations of his 
Family, his Friends, and the 1 cars of his Mother, Who 
Was every Day at the Feet of the Judges, But By 2 

OA. 


[ 257 ] 


cluſion being determined: among themſelves, they did 
not pretend to give theſe diſconſolate Perſons any Hope 
of acquitting him, and they were now expecting to hear 
the Sentence of his Death pronounced, when Donna 
Elvira ſeeing there was no Way but one to preſerve a 
Life ſo dear to her, after having endured the moſt cruel 

Combat between the Paſſion ſhe had for him, and the 
Horror of his Death, determined rather to ſacrifice 
herſelf, than let him ſuffer. The Time now preſſed, 
the fatal Moment was Ro therefore ſtrength- 

ening her Reſolution in as ſwift Degrees as his Danger 
augmented, ſhe ſent to defire Don Balthazar wou'd 
come to her. Leonora, who was informed of her De. 
ſign, and charged with this Commiſſion to him, per- 

ceiving he heſitated whether he ſhou'd comply or not, 
told him poſitively, that the Life of her Miſtreſi de- 
pended on his immediate Anſwey ; and that if he de- 
layed Obedience to this Summons, he might, perhaps, 

never ſee her but in her Tomb. On this, he was pre- 
vailed on to go, tho' with a Coldneſs which almoſt diſ- 
tracted this faithful Confidant. 

Hep found the lovely Elvira in a Situation, ſuch as he 
cou'd not hinder himſelf from being touched with; pale, 
languiſhing, abaſhed, her Eyes drowned in Tears, but 
ſtill ſo beautiful with all this, that it was impoſſible to ſee 
her without loving her. My Lord, ſaid ſhe, as ſoon as 
ſhe ſaw him enter, and forcing down the Sighs which 
were ready to interrupt her Speech, tis no longer the 
inexorable, the fierce Elvira, the Elvira who had the 
Boldneſs ts conſtrain you not to love her, that now ſpeaks 
to you tis the ſubmiſſive, the dying Elvira, who in- 
treats your Pardon for an illuſtrious Unfortunate, and 
who, to purchaſe his Life, is ready to give you her Heart 
and her Faith. Yes, my Lord, continued ſhe, ſave 
Don Sebaſian, and I fwear to be yours If it be true, 
that Love has any Part in the Addreſſes you have made 
me, prove it to me by this Action, which is juſt, as well 
as generous. I know you have the Power, his Judges 
are wholly influenced by you, and act only as you wou'd 
have them. Triumph then over your Reſent- 
ment 
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ment, if you think it any Happineſs to triumph over 
my Heart: What I now beg, may ſeem a Proof of my 
Tenderneſs for your Rival, but it is alſo one of my 
Eſteem for+you, fince I am certain, you wou'd hereafter 
condemn yourſelf for what you now ſo eagerly purſue : 
—  T his is the laſt Teſtimony I ſhall ever give of my 
unhappy Paſſion for him ; and it is the firſt I ever ex- 
acted of yours. In fine, my Lord, can you pretend to 
love the unfortunate Elvira de Zuares, yet ſee her thus 
without Compaſſion ? Is there any Need of ſeein 
me in this Poſture to grant what I implore ? With theſe 
Words ſhe: threw herſelf at his Feet, with her Face all 
covered with Tears. | 

An! Madam, cry'd Don Balthazar, immediately 
raiſing her, what a Spectacle do you offer to the Eyes 
of a Man who adores you? How glorious is the 
Fate of Suxa, and how deplorable is mine, who cannot 
obtain your Hand, but by my Endeavours to ſave a a 
Life, which, perhaps, may make mine for ever miſe- 
_ Table l — But, continued he, you are not to be re- 
ſiſted the Bleſſing you offer me, overſways all other 
Conſiderations — will try if it be poſſible to make 

ou think me worthy of you ——-- Decei ve not my 
opes, and I will fly to accompliſh yours. 

No, my Lord, replied ſhe, giving him her Hand, I 
call Heaven to witneſs the Sincerity of my Words. She 
had no ſooner ſpoke this, than Don Balthazar, tranſ- 
Ported with Love and Joy, kiſſed her wich the utmoſt 
Ardency, and then departed, knowing there was no 
Time to loſe in a Juncture ſo preſſing. He was no ſooner 

one, than Elvira, quite overcome with the Violence 
he had done herſelf, fell into a Swoon in the Arms of 
Leonora: All the Siſterhood was called to her Aſſiſtance; 
but tho' they uſed their utmoſt Endeayours, it was near 
two Hours before they cou'd bring her to herſelf. 

A vIioLENT Fever ſucceeded this Fainting ; but ſhe- 
wou'd not ſuffer herſelf to be put to Bed, fearing Don. 
Balthaz&r wou'd look on her Indiſpoſition, as a Feint 
to clude the Promiſe ſhe had made to him. Don Pedro, 


who was ſent for to ſee her, found her ſo * 
it 
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that he was alarmed, but heard what fhe had done with 
a Joy, which was the greater, by its being ſo little ex- 
pected; he gave a thouſand Praiſes to the Strength of 
her Reſolution, and begg'd ſhe wou'd take care of her- 
ſelf, in order to perform her Promiſe, 

T s HALL think little of my own Life, anſwered ſhe, 
till I am aſſured of that of Don Seba/ffan. She then 
deſired nothing might be ſpoken of her IIlneſs, and 
Don Pedro finding her thus deſperate, was obliged to 
conſtrain her to take the Remedies neceffary for her Re- 
covery. 

LAMA, however, who in his Heart knew the Inno- 
cence of Saxa, and who ſaw Eluira arrived at the Point 
he wiſhed, deferred not his Sollicitations for this un- 
happy Rival. His Power was too confiderable with the 
Council, for him, without Difficulty, to ſave the Man, 
his Intereſt alone had brought ſo near Deſtruction. Every 
Thing now changed Face, other Colours were put upon 
his Actions they ſpoke no more of Rape or of 
Aſſaſſination ; and the cruel Sentence of Death, which 
was juft ready to he given, was converted into an Or- 
der for ſetting Scbaſtian at Liberty, on this Condition, 
that he ſhould. be baniſhed to one of his own Lands in 
the Country. | | 

Bur this new Decree, at the Defire of Lama, was 
kept ſecret till after his Marriage with Elvira de Zua- 
res was conſummated. To affure that beautiful Lady 
that ſhe had nothing to fear for the Life of Sebaſtian, he 
obliged the Preſident of the Council to ſhew the Order 
to Donna Catherina ds Mendoce ; but exacting a Promiſe 
from her to conceal the whole Matter till after the Nup- 
tials of Don Balthazar de Lama. This Lady having 
been told, ſhe owed the Life of her Son only to the 
Sacrifice the young Zuares made of her Hand, found it 
highly neceſſary to comply with their Injunctions, of 
ſpeaking nothing of the Matter ; and furthermore, of her 
own Accord, defired Don Sebaſtian might not be permit- 
ted to go out of Priſon till the Ceremony was —— 
judging, that if ſo great a Misfortune, as the intire Loſs 


of Elvira, ſhou'd reach his Ears, he wou'd not be able 
| to. 
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do reftrain himſelf from ſome Action or other, that might 
involve him in freſh Troubles. | 

Tuis laſt Proof, however, of Elvira's Tenderneſs for 
her Son, touched her in ſo lively a Manner, that ſhe 
ran immediately to her, thanking her in the moſt en- 
dearing Terms, for the important Service ſhe had done 
her Family. This amiable Lady, who had been in- 
formed by Don Balthazar of all that had paſſed con- 
cerning this Affair, and expected not to hear it from 
the Mouth of Donna Catherine de Mendoce, cou'd not 
ſce her without a Grief too great to be expreſſed : They 
embraced each other a thouſand Times ; Donna Cathe- 
rina called her by no other Name than her dear Daugh- 
ter, her lovely Daughter ; and Elvira burſting into a 
Torrent of ungovernable Tears, ſaid, ſhe had now no 
longer the Conſolation of hoping ever to call her 
Mother. 
 Tmrinx not fo, my dear Elvira, reply'd Donna Ca- 

therina; Heaven is too juſt to deprive me always of that 
Bleſſing: Your Cares, your Sincerity, your Generoſity, 
will find a Recompence when leaſt you hope it ; and 
fince you cannot be happy but with my Son, depend 
upon it, you will one Day & re-united. 

Alas ! reſumed Elvira, it is no longer permitted 
me even to wiſh it a ſevere Duty oppoſes my molt 
innocent Defires—— No, Madam, no, "= conti- 
nued ſhe, all that Exceſs of tender Paſſion which from 
my Infancy I was taught to cheriſh, muſt now, in a 
Moment, be extinct for ever I live, and Szza 
lives ; but we muſt meet no more, muſt love no more, 
and even to remember that Love is now a Crime in me, 
which, though impoſſible to avoid, I muſt endeavour. 

Tuis Reflection made the Tears pour down afreſh 
from both; but Donna Caeherina, whoſe Aſſurance of 
the Life of her dear Son, ſomething moderated the 
Grief for the unhappy Cataſtrophe of his Love, con- 
ſoled her the beſt he was able : But finding that her 
Preſence and Diſcourſe but ſerved the more to remind 
her of her Misfortune, roſe up to take Leave, and hav- 


ing embraced her for the laſt Time, Adieu, my dear 
| | Elvira, 
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Elvira, ſaid ſhe, you are too worthy of a better Fate, 
for you not to hope it. I will not preſs you to a Remem- 
brance of us, I know your Vertue forbids it ; but ours 
will never ſuffer us to forget you, and what you have 
done for us. 

I sH#ALL always think with Pleaſure on the Marks 
you have given me of your Friendſhip, reply'd Elvira. 
whatever I do on thoſe of Don Sebaffian : But all the 
Favour I have now Permiſſion to implore ef you, is, to 
employ all your Power, your Eloquence, your Tender- 
— * the Conſolation of that once dear Man, that 
he may be prevailed upon to preſerve a Life for which 
I have ſacrificed all the Peace of mine. 

Wirn theſe Words they parted, unable to ſupport 
longer ſo melancholy a Converſation. Don Balthazar 
arrived ſome Moments after, accompanied by Don Pear 
and ſeveral others of the firſt Quality. The Articles of 
Marriage were drawn up and ſigned by both Parties that 
Day, and thoſe magnificent Preparations deſigned for 
the Nuptials of Don Sebaſfian, ſerved for thoſe of Lama, 
which was celebrated the next Morning with all imagi- 
nable Pomp. The ſorrowful E/vire quitted not her Re- 
treat, but to be conducted to the Altar, and from thence 
to the Palace of her Huſband. During the whole Courſe 
of this Ceremony ſhe appeared the deplorable Victim of 
Love and Duty ; her profound Melancholy plainly de- 
noted the cruel Situation of her Soul: But her Reſolu- 
tion in ſupporting this ſad Reverſe of Fate, without 
ſhedding one Tear, or ſpeaking one Word that cou'd 
give an Umbrage to him whoſe now ſhe was, was a 
Proof of the moſt elevated Vertue and Fortitude. 

Iv the mean time Don Sebaſtian, who, for more 
than ten Days, in which all theſe Things had hap- 
pened, — not the leaſt News, but by the Interro- 
gatories which had been put to him, judged that his 
Death was certain, cou'd not conceive & eaſon that 
both his Friends and Enemies ſeemed to have fo forgot 
him, In the whole Courſe of his Impriſonment he 
had felt no Inquietude but for E/vire, and what was 
become of her ; but not doubting, that her Flight was 
only to preſerve herſelf for him, he grieved not much 
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for being ignorant of her Retreat, ſince he imagined hi 
Rival equally fo, and that he wou'd not receive any Ad- 

vantage from the Sentence he ſhou'd cauſe to be pro- 

nouncad againſt him. He admired her Conſtancy, her 
Fidelity, — Reſolution, and ſpeaking to himſelf, as 
tho' ſne had been preſent, thanked her a thouſand times 
in a Day, for the Proof ſhe gave him of her Tenderneſs, 
and ſaid he was content to die, ſince he was certain, ſhe 
wou'd never give herſelf to the Arms of another. 

BuT when the Time was elapſed, in which he ex- 

ed they wou'd determine either for his Liberty or 

Death, he began to be agitated with more diſturbed 
Emotions; he thought it the utmoſt Severity of Fate 
to ſend him from the World, without knowing ſome» 
thing of the Condition of Etvira e He tried all manner. 
of Ways to tempt the Guards to ſuffer a Valet de Cham- 
bre, who was the only Perſon permitted to ſtay with 
him, to go out; but their Orders were ſo ſtrict, that 
nothmg wou'd prevail ; and when he aſked them any 
Queſtions concerning himſclf, or what they heard Peo- 
ple ſay concerning this Adventure and Confinement, 
they either anſwered not at all, or in ſuch a manner, 
that he cou'd make nothing of what they ſpoke ; and 
this Reſerve, which he eaſily perceived was affected, 
making him imagine ſomething worſe than Death was 
intended for him, threw him into Agitations, ſuch as 
itood in need of all his Courage to endure, without be- 
ing guilty of any Word or Action that cou'd be termed 
extravagant, | 
H was in this cruel Uncertainty and Suſpence, 
when, on the T'wentieth Night of his Impriſonment, 
and the Firſt of the Marriage of Elvira, he heard his 
Chamber-door open, and immediately ſaw his Mother 
Donna Catherina de Mendoce enter, preceded by a great 
Number of Flambeaux, and followed by four of his 
neareſt Kindred. 

My Son, faid ſhe, giving him her Hand, the King 
is made ſenſible of your Innocence, and is pleaſed to 
reſtore you to your Liberty; follow me, and I will 


inform you of the reſt in a Place leſs dreadful. Suza, 
whom 
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whom the Diſcontents of his Mind wou'd not ſuffer to 
ſleep, was not in Bed, and required little Preparation 
to obey her; he made no other Reply than a low Bow, 
and with an Air which teſtified more of Surprize than 
Joy at this ſudden Turn of Fate, went with her into her 
Coach, and the others accompanied them on Horle- 
back : But they had not gone far, before perceiving 
that they took a Way which conducted them out of 
the Town, Where is it you carry me, Madam, faid 
he? Am to hear nothing of Elvira? Why is not Don 
Pedro with you? Do they know where we are going! 
Shall we find them at the Place to which you are con- 
veying me ? Don Sebaſtian, reply'd his Mother, you 
ſhall know all theſe Things in Time; but I cannot ſa- 
tisfy you entirely, till we are arrived at the Country- 
Seat of my Brother Don Lewis de Mendoce ; it is there 
we are going ; content yourſelf till then, with being 
informed that Elvira is well, at Liſbon, and that it is to 
her alone you owe your Life. Important Reaſons, 
which you will ſoon be acquainted with, oblige you to 
leave the City for ſome time. This is all I can tell 
you at preſent ; but calm your Diſorders, give a Truce 
to Curioſity, and diſturb not the Pleaſure I feel in ſee- 
ing you delivered from a Condition which had almoſt 
given me my Death. 

Don Sebaſtian, whom this Diſcourſe involved in new 
Perplexities, omitted nothing which he thought might 
oblige her to a more full Diicovery of this Aﬀair ; but 
her Reſolution was firm againſt all his Sollicitations, 
knowing too well his Temper to truit him with the 
dreadful Secret, till ſhe ſhou'd be aſſured his Perfon was 
ſecured in a Place whence he cou'd not well remove to 
bring himſelf into a ſecond Trouble of the Kind he was 
but juſt relieved from. As the Houſe of Don Lexis 
was but a League from Lisbon, ſhe made choice of that 
for his Retreat, till his Affairs were regulated, and ſhe 
had brought him to ſubmit to his Exile, by the Time 
prefixed, which was no more than four Days after tne 
Time of his Enlargement; and that but on condition 
he ſhou'd not appear in Lisbon. - 

As 
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As they went very ſwift, they ſoon arrived at the 
Houſe of Don Lewis de Mendoce, who apprized of their 
Arrival, came out of his Gates to receive them with a 
numerous Company, all Szze's Kindred or near Friends. 
The firſt Moments were paſſed in reciprocal Careſles 
and Congratulations on this happy Change of his Sen- 
tence : After which, Don Lewis de Mendoce, who was 
a venerable old Nobleman, and greatly reſpected by 
Don Sebaftian, -as having had the Care of him fince the 
Death of his Father, made him and Donna Catherina 
go with him into his Cloſet, and after tenderly embra- 
eing him, Don Sebaſtian, ſaid he, you have hitherto ſo 
well maintained the Honour of your Family, that I 
fatter myſelf you never will ſwerve from it. One Ac- 
tion, which I cannot but call a brave one, has made 
you very near loſing your Life; now, one of Hortitude 
muſt preſerve it I have a terrible Blow to give 
you, but the more Pain it gives you, the more your 
Courage and Reſolution will be teſtified in ſupporting 
it. Elvira lives, but muſt be dead to you you 
muſt think of her no more — ſhe has given away her- 
ſelf to ſave you — in fine, ſhe has exchanged Felicity 
for Miſery ; ſhe has renounced all that is dear to her, 
and embraced what is moſt deteſtable to her ; and for 
the Sake of Suza, has yielded to be the Wife of Lama. 
JI Do not ſay you mult altogether extinguith the Ten- 
derneſs you have for her; I will not tell you that a Paſ- 
ſion, however it may appear laudable to the Mind that 
harbours it, is ſhameful and criminal, when it paſſes the 
Bounds preſcribed by Law ; that is the ordinary Lan- 
guage of Men of my Years to thoſe of yours : But I 
am of a different Way of thinking, and ſhou'd tax you 
with Ingratitude, if you ſhou'd ceaſe to love Elvira 
after ſuch a Service l wou'd have you love 
her, but with a Love diſcreet, reſpectful, and ſenſible 
of the Favour ſhe has done you. —— But above all, 


I wou'd have you obedient to her Commands, com- 


liable to her Deſires, which join to cnforce you to 
take Care of a Life, which has colt her ſo dear, and 


which you cannot throw away without being upgrateful 
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to her. Then added he, if After what I have faid can 
have any Weight with you. I wou'd have you weigh the 
Shame of dying on a Scaffold, with the Grief of loſing 
a Miſtreſs ; and your Glory will certainly ſo far triumph 
over your Deſpair, as to prevent you trom committing 
any Extravagance which may reduce you to that Fate. 

Tus laſt Words were ſcarce intelligible to the un- 
fortunate Sebaſtian, an univerſal Shivering ran through 
all his Frame, a death-like Paleneſs ſpread itſelf over 
his Face; and in ſpite of all his Courage, he fell, with- 
out Senſe or Motion, into the Arms of Don Lewis, who 
perceiving his Countenance change, ran to him to ſup- 

rt him : He was immediately put into a Bed ; but, in 
Pi of all the Remedies they applied, he recovered 
not his Senſes in many Hours; and when he did, he 
made no other uſe of them, than to utter ſuch Lamen- 
tations as drew Tears from the Eyes of all who were 
Witneſſes of them. 

Donna Catherina, his Mother, ſat on the Bed-ſide, 
and, by a thouſand tender Careſſes and conſolatory Diſ- 
courſes, exhorted him to Patience, and a Reſignation to 
that which was evidently the Divine Will : It was juſt 
Midnight when he came out of Priſon, and near Nine 
in the — before they cou'd obtain from him one 
reaſonable Word, or in the leaſt, be able to calm the 
furious Diſorders of his Soul; in fine, all the Argu- 
ments that ceu'd be urged to him, ſerved rather to aug- 
ment than abate his Affliction, and he intreated he 
might be left alone: The Phyſicians themſelves, who 
were ſent for on the Account of his fainting, finding 
him in a high Fever, forbid that he ſhou'd hold much 
Diſcourſe. Every body, therefore, retired, leaving none 
with him but a Falet de Chambre named Alvarez, who 
was the ſame that was with him in Priſon, and in whom 
he had an entire Confidence. 

We he found himſelf at Liberty to give a Looſe to 
his Paſſions, without Witneſſes ; Alvarez, ſaid he, in a 
Tone which denoted more Vigour than his preſent Con- 
dition ſeemed to permit, I am reſolved to dis, but ! 
. You'd do it in the Preſence of Elvira: 
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muſt therefore go to Liibon; if thy Love and Fidelity 
to me be equal to thy Pretenſions, aſſiſt me with the 
Means. Alvarez, extremely ſurprized at this Deſign, 
ſaid every thing that Reaſon cou'd inſpire to diſſuade 
him; on which, Don Sebaſtian ſtarted from his Bed in 
the utmoſt Fury, and holding a Ponyard to his Breaſt, 
told him, if he refuſed to give him willingly this Token 
of his Attachment, he wou'd make him obey him 
through Fear. Alvarex then not doubting but he wou'd 
roceed to ſome deſperate Act, promiſed to do as he de- 
tired. The Queſtion was then, how to get out of Don 
Lewis's Houſe unperceived, and where to procure 
Horſes with ſuch Privacy, that none of the Family 
might be informed of their Intention; but Alvarez be- 
ing prevailed upon to come into his Maſter's Meaſures, 
undertook for the reſt ; and the Part Don Seba/tian had 
to act was, only to counterfeit a Mitiga ion of thoſe 
Troubles which now raged with greater Violence than 
ever. The faithful Alvarez exactly performed what 
was given to his Charge, and the Defire of ſeeing El. 
ira, and expiring at her Feet, had more Effe&t on 
Sebaſtian, for the Recovery of his Health, than all the 
Remedies preſcribed to him by the Phyſicians, 

FixpixG himſelf much better the next Day, he roſe, 
and having made Alvarez dreſs him, he went to the 
Apartment of Donna Catherina: Madam, ſaid he to 
her, I come to entreat your Pardon for the Weakneſs I 
have been guilty of before you, and hope, that as you 
know the Exceſs of my Love, and how greatly I have 
loſt in loſing the incomparable Elvira, you will think 
it merits ſome Excuſe. I own J am in Deſpair, but I 
have yet Fortitude to hear all the Ills that Fortune can 
inflict ; thercfore come to learn from you what yet re- 
mains to be told of my Misfortune, and to know in 
what Faſhion | am now to proceed. 

You mult live, my Son, anſwered ſhe haſtily, Flvira 
begs it of you, I command you, and Honour obliges 
you to do ſo. Then ſhe related all the Particulars 
that had paſſed ſince the Day of his Combat with 
Don Balthazar, and the Conditionc of his Life and 

| Liberty. 
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Liberty. He cou'd not hear this Recital without Ago- 


nies of Spirit, which it is utterly impoſſible to deſcribe. 
But he diſſembled them the beſt he cou'd, in order to 
prevent any Suſpicion of the Reſolution he had taken. 
and told Donna Catherina, that he was ready to obey in 
every thing that either herſelf or the Council ſhou'd or- 
dain : She then told him, that two Days were yet to 
come from the Time prefixed ; that ſhe wou'd have him 
remain with Don Lewis till the Expiration, and that as 
his Lands were far off, ſhe might, peradventure, obtain 
fome Days to be added for the Re-eſtabliſhment of his 
Health, before he took ſo long a Journey. He appeared 
intirely ſubmiſſive to every thing, and ſeemed ſo little 
deſirous of ever ſeeing Elvira or Lisbon any more, that 
neither this careful Mother nor Don Leæuis had the leaſt 
Suſpicion of his deceiving them : They loſt all the Fears 
they had been in, of his enterprizing any thing againit 
Don Balthazar, and thought of nothing more than di- 
verting his Melancholy, while he remained with them ; 
and hoped, that afterwards Change of Place and Variety 
of Objects wou'd eraſe the unhappy Part of his Adven- 
tures intirely out of his Mind. 

PERCEIviNG he was pretty well recovered, Donna 
Catherina laboured not to gain more Time; and the 
fourth Day being fixed for his Departure, a great Num- 
ber of his Kindred, Allies, and Friends, were preparing 
to accompany him ſome Part of the Way. But the 
Night before, Alvarez having provided himſelf of two 
mow Horſes, and a Key that wou'd open the Park- 

ate, they went out without any Noiſe, mounted their 
Horſes, and were in Lisbon ſome Hours before Day- 
break: They went to the Houſe of a Kinſman of 4/- 
warez, a Perſon in whom that faithful Domeſtic knew 
he cou'd confide ; and there Don Sebaſtian lay conceal- 
ed. while he endeavoured to ſpeak to Leonora. 

Taz Hour which Don Sebaſtian had ſet for his De- 
2 was no ſooner arrived, and all his Friends and 
Kindred at the Gate attending him, than Donna Ca- 
therina ſent to his Apartment, to tell him every thing 
was ready: But how great was her Aſtoniſhment, when 
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inſtead of him, they brought her a Letter which he had 
left on his Table, and directed to her; the opened it 
with the utmoſt Precipitation, and found it contained 
theſe Words: 


To my moſt dear and honeured Mother Donna 
CATHERINA DE MENDOCE. 


«© Maran, 
** C1NCE I am baniſhed Lisbon, it ought to be in. 
oh different to my Judges where I go, all Places 


* are equal to an Exile: But I think my ewn Lands, to 
* which you tell me they have confined me, are too 
near the Objects which torment me, ever to get them 
* from my Mind: I wou'd therefore at a greater Diſ- 
** tance terminate a Liſe which I cou'd not preſerve in 
* any Part of Portugal, without being more cruel to 
* mylelf, than my worſt of Enemies have been. Par- 
don this enforced Diſobedience in 


Your unfortunate Son, 
SEBASTIAN DE La SUZA, 


Donna Catherina had no ſooner read this Letter, 
than ſhe communicated it to her Brother Don Lewis, 
and the reſt of their Kindred and Friends, who hold- 
ing Council on what was beſt to be done in this Affair, 
they were all of Opinion to conceal the Eſcape of Don 
Sebaſtian, becauſe if it ſhou'd be known he had done 
any thing clandeſtine, it wou'd raiſe Suſpicion of his 
Conduct; and even tho' he ſhou'd really 2 to leave 
the Kingdom, and be gone to Lisbon with that Intent, 

et being found there, contrary to the Decree, he wou'd 
infallibly be arreſted a ſecond time; and if he had any 
other lefs juſtifiable Deſign, yet ſtill it was beit to leave 
him to his Fate, without intermeddling with it: But at 
the ſame Time, they all reſolved to make ſtrict Search 
for him, tho' with the utmoſt Privacy: They added 
allo, that Donna Catherina ſhou'd take a Journey 4 
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the Lands of her Son, as tho' ta comfort him in his Ba- 
niſhment, while the other Party of them went to Liban, 
in order to diſcover if they cou'd hear any thing of him. 

Tuts Advice was too prudent not to be followed ; 
the Mother of Szza told all her Friends and Acquain- 
tance, that ſhe deſigned in a ſhort Time to viſit her 
Son, who was obliged for a Time to live in his own 
Territories in the Country : Accordingly ſhe departed 
for that Flacc, with a Smile on her Face, but the utmoſt 
Anguiſh in her Heart. As for Don Lexis and the reſt, 
they went immediately to Lisbon, to begin their ſecret 
Inquiſitions. 

ALVAREZ in the mean time was endeavouring to 
meet Leonora; but having loitered a long Time about 
Don Baltbaxar's Palace, without ſeeing any Perſon of 
whom he durſt inquire for her, he was juſt beginning 
to deſpair, when ; perceived her at a Lattice of a 
low Parlour-Window, which jutted out to the Street ; 
He made ſeveral Signs to her, which ſhe did not pre- 
ſently obſerve, nor cou'd recollect his Face; but advan- 
cing a little nearer, it was impoſſible for her not to 
know him: She was not a little ſurprized at ſeeing him, 
but giving him to underſtand ſhe wou'd return again, 
left the Window; and ſome Moments after he ſaw a 
Paper fall at his Feet, which taking up, he found con- 
tained theſe Words; * Go, and expect me at the Cha- 
«c pel of St. Ur/ula.” Alvarez, who feared to be ſeen 
by any body that might know him, made what Haſte he 
cou'd away from that Place to the Chapel, where he 
had not been above half an Hour, before he ſaw Les- 
nora appear, wrapped up in her Veil: She went into 
an obſcure Part, where he followed, and kneeling don 
by her, related to her the full of his Commiſſion, and 
painted, in the moſt moving Colours, the Exceſs of his 
Maſter's Deſpair, and the firm Reſolution he had taken 
to die at the Feet of Elvira. 

DiscagET Leonora, continued he, I am perſuaded 
that if he had an Interview with her, it might 
change this dreadful Deſign; I therefore conjure you 
to procure it The Danger to which he is ex- 
N 3 poſed, 
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poſed, by being in Lisbon, makes me tremble. ——. 
There is no prevailing with him to leave it without 
having {een her, and he is capable of hazarding any 
thing, if ſhe refnſes this Condeſcenſion. - F 

LEONORA was extremely perplexed at this Requeſt; 
ſhe knew perfectly well, that her Miſtreſs wou'd never 
conſent to what he defir'd: If it cou'd therefore be brought 
about, it muſt be without her Knowledge, and that cou'd 
not be «ccompliſhed without extreme Danger. She dif. 
covered all her Fears to Alvarez, in order to oblige him 
to uſe his utmoſt Efforts to diſſuade his Maſter from this 
Enterprize. But he ſoon put an End to her Remon- 
ftrances, by relating to her in what Manner Don Seba- 
ſtan had compelled him to join in it, and made her ſo 
well conceive the Deſpair in which this Refuſal would 
plunge him, that ſhe at length reſolved to ſatisfy him. 
She then told him, that Donna Elvira, who had been 
a little indiſpoſed b. fore her Marriage, but had conceal- 
ed it, becauſe ſhe wou'd not delay the Enlargement of 
Don Sebaſtian, was now ſo extremely ill, that ſhe kept 
her Bed: And this it is, ſaid ſhe, that facilitates my do- 
ing what you require, becauſe Don Balthazar lies in 
another Apartment, not to incommode her: I have, 
therefore, only to admit him in the Duſk of the Even- 
ing, at the Garden-Door ; but, continued ſhe, I wou'd 
have him wait with Patience in a little Arbour covered 
with jeſſamin, which he will find at the Entrance, till 
I find a proper Moment to introduce him. 

ALV AREZ having obtained this Promiſe, quitted 
her with the higheſt Satisfaction, and ran to bear the 
News to Don Sebaſtian, who expected his Return with 
an equal Impatience. If he had been capable of Joy, 
the Hope of this dear Interview wou'd have given it 
him ; but the Motive which made him wiſh it, was 
too ſad to excite any pleaſing Emotions in his Soul. 
Sometimes abandoning himſelf wholly to his Tender- 
neſs, he conſidered Elvira as an Object before whom 
all Reſentments ought to ceaſe ; he remembred the Vio- 


Jaience ſhe had done herſelf, the exalted Proof ſhe had 


given of the moſt diſintereſted Affection, and the un- 
happy 
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happy Fate ſhe hal ſubmitted to, for the Preſervation of 
his Life. But when he reflected that his Rival enjoyed 
all the Advantage of this Exceſs of Love, he grew quite 
ſerious, and ſaid ſuch Things, as nothing but a Grief 
ſuch as his cou'd be capable of excuſing : He imagined 
nothing ſo wretched as himſelf ; but had he been witnels 
of the cruel Moments E/vira had paſſed ſince her Mar- 
riage, and the melancholy Reflect ions ſhe made on her 
Misfortune, he would have found ſhe had a thouſand 
times more to complain of than himſelf. This charming 
Lady, who, while Sebaftian was in Danger, cou'd think 
of nothing but the Means to deliver him, no ſooner had, 
by giving her Hand to Balthazar, ſet him free, and 
eaſed herſelf of the Fears ſhe was in on this Account, than 
the State ſhe had entred into, preſented itſelf to her Mind 
in all its Horrors. The Apprehenſion of ſeeing a Man die, 
who was dearer to-her than Life, had made her blind to 
every thing that threatned herſelf, and in the Tranſports 
of her Grief and her Deſpair, imagined ſhe cou'd, with- 
out much Difficulty, paſs her Days with one ſhe hated, for 
the Preſervation of one ſhe ſo much loved. But when 
the Danger was over, and when ſhe knew he was living, 
and at Liberty, the Action which had procured his De- 
liverance appeared in a different Light ; ſhe looked on 
it now as criminal, and accuſed herſelf of Inconſtancy, 
and too great Precipitation; _ to imagine the Dan- 
ger of Suza not ſo great as ſhe had believed it was, and 
at ſhe ought not to have violated the Promiſe ſhe had 
made to him, but on a greater Certainty, that nothin 
elſe cou'd have redeemed him. She regarded Don Bal. 
thazar de Lama only as the Contriver of her Misfortune, 
and her Tyrant; and fo dreadful were her Agitations, 
that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Courage to prevent her 
from yielding to the moſt terrible Deſpair. 
Bur if the Pangs ſhe laboured under were ever ſo 
your her Vertue was yet greater; and tho' for a time, 
e ſeemed to be ſubmitted to their Force, Religion, 
Piety, and Duty aſſiſted her in the End to overcome 
them ; and, as ſhe was the Wife of Lama, ſhe refolved 
not only to uſe her utmoit Efforts to banith Sebaſtian 
N.+4 from. 
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from her Fleart, but alſo to love the Man to whom Fate 
had allotted ker, and to forget as much as poſlible, that 
any other had ever been dear to her. 

Such a Reſolution, however, cou'd not be made with- 
out the moſt cruel] Conflicts of Mind, which joined to 
the weak Condition to which her Griefs had thrown her 
before Marriage, ſo ſeized on all her Spirits, that ſhe 
ll into a violent Fever the next Day after that in which 
ſhe had given her Hand to Balthazar. As he was yet 
in the fuſt Tranſports her Poſſeſſion had afforded him, 
and locked on himſelf as the Author of her Indiſpoſiti- 
on, he neglected nothing for the Recovery of her Health, 
that cou's be expected from the moſt tender Huſband. 

THe extraordinary Care he took of her on this Oc- 
caſien, touched her in the moſt ſenſible Manner; and 
being Cetermined to quit all Ideas to his Prejudice, ſhe 
teſtified the utmcſt Gratitude to him, intreated him not 
to leave her Chamber, aſſuring him, that her Illneſs 
was not conſiderable enough to oblige kim to go into 
arother Apartment, and that his Preſence contributed 
to her Cure: But he finding her much worſe than ſhe 
was willing to make ſhew of, and not doubting but the 
Conſtraint the put upon herſelf added a double Force 
to her Diſtemper, refuſed her Demand, and came not 
into the Room, but at thoſe Hours when he knew he 
cou'd net incommode her. x 

Tuo' the high Vertue and Wiſdom of Donna Elvira 
had made her act in this Manner, . ſhe cou'd not keep 
herſelf from finding a kind of Sweetneſs in the Liberty 
of talking freely to her dear Leonora : She commanded 
har never to ſpeak of Don Sebaſtian to her, nor of thoſe 
Hopes ſhe had formerly entertained on his Score, but 
to let nothing eſcape that Don Ba/thazar did to pleaſe 
her, and to entertain her continually with all that was 
valuable in him, in order to force her, as it were, 
to think of nothing but him. Theſe Commands had 
been exactly performed by her Nurſe, who wiſhed 
nothing more than the Recovery of her Repoſe, and 
knew, that to love him was now the only Means 
0 obtain it. But the Arrival of Suza, having brought 
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to her Mind the firſt Felicities of her Miſtreſs, and made 
her compare them with her preſcnt Misfortunes, it was 
impoſſible for her all that Day to ſpeak one Word of 
Balthazar, or tell her Mitreſs any of the Griefs he ex- 
preſſed for her Indiſpoſition 

Tx1s beautiful Lady having paſſed t yo Days and two 
Nights in continual Agitations, now found herſelf ſome- 
what better, after two Hours of Sleep, in which Time 
Lama had come ſeveral Times to the Chamber door to 
inquire of her Health. Leonora was all that Time taken 
up with the Sight of &4/varez, and the Meeting ſhe had 
given him at the Chapel of St. Ur/ala ; and full of the 
Stratagem ſhe had formed in Favour of Don Seba4tian's 
Requeſt, thought not of informing her Miſtreſs, on her 
awaking of the Complaiſance of Lama; bat the other 
Women did not fail to tell her, and ſhe ſent to let hiun 
know, that ſhe was now in a Condition to receive him. 
He came immediately, and ſtaid with her till Night 
was pretty far advance; as did alſo Don Pedio, and 
ſeveral others of the Zuarian: Family; and this Com- 
pany rendering the Attendance of Leonora unneceſſary, 
ſhe had Opportunity of preparing every thing for the 
Reception of Suxa. 

Donna Elvira, who began to be fatigued with over 
much Diſcourſe, and the ſecret Emotions of her own: 
Mind, ſeem'd fo extremely unquiet, that Lama perceiving 
it, obliged every body to retire, and as it was pretty late, 
took Leave of her himſelf, telling h-r, he hoped'to find 
her in better Health next Morning. Elvira made many 
Efforis to retain him, thinking her Duty obliged her to 
do ſo, that ſhe might be prevented from indulging any- 
Thoughts of 5eba/tzan,whoſe Image, whenever it came in- 
to ker Mind, gave a Shock to the Severity of her Vertus. 

Bur Lama, being forbid by the Phyſicians, wou'd 
not ſuffer himſelf to be prevailed upon. As ſoon as he 
was gone out, Leonora. who was full of diſturved Ap- 
prehenſions, came to the Bed-fide, and ſaid ſoftly to 
Elvira, Don Balthazar muſt certainly row become 
very dear to you, Madam, that you cannot ſufer him 
gat of your Sight one Moment. 
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Als! "replied ſhe, wou'd to Heaven that he were 
. fo, I ſheu'd not then be in the Condition I am ——Bur, 
Leonora, is it for you to reproach a Conduct which you 
ought to be the firit to preſcribe to me? Is it for you 
to ſupport me in the Precepts of my Duty, or to ſwerve 
from them ? Juſt Heaven, continued ſhe, I am the 
only Perſon that knows what 1s due from me to Baltha- 
zar / Yes, Leonora, I perceive you ſpeak of him 
but with Regret, and cannot ſubmit to the Orders I 
have given you Where were you, when he came ſo 
often this Afternoon to inquire of my Health? Why 
did you not relate to me thoſe Marks of his Affection? 
In fine, why do you not afliſt the Efforts I am making 
to procure me a happy Life? 
LEONORA, who had employed the 'Time that Don 
Lama was with his Wife, in introducing Suza into a. 
Cloſet adjoining to Elvira's Chamber, was too conſci- 
ous of the 'Treaſon ſhe was guilty of, and too much. 
perplexed in what Manner ſhe ſhou'd accompliſh what 
me had began, to be able to make an immediate Re- 
ly : Her Silence, the Bluſhes which in a Moment co- 
vered all her Face, and the Tremblings which were vi- 
ble in her whole Perſon, alarmed Elvira, alr.ady diſ- 
cencerted with many confuſed Ideas: What have you 
done, Leonora? cry'd the, What has happened? I 
charge you to diſguiſe nothing from me. | 
Tur this Woman, aſſuming a little more Courage, I 
have great things to tell you, Madam, anſwered ſhe ; but. 
permit me firſt to clear your Apartment of all your Women, 
and that I may be ſhut up alone with you the Occa- 
fion requires it. In ſpeaking theſe Words, without at- 
tending any Reply, ſhe went out of the Chamber, and. 
having diſperſed all the Attendants, ſome one Way, ſome 
another, and taken out the Keys of the Rooms, the re- 
turned to her expecting and greatly ſurprized Lady, 
_ 1 n1s amiable Perſon knew not what to think of ſo. 
odd a Fehaviour in her Nurſe ; her Words and her 
Precautions brought ſtrange things to her Imagination 
yet ſhe did not in the leaſt ſuipeR, that Saxa was ſo 
near: Zeono:'a had no ſooner re-eutered, than falling on 


her 
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her Knees; Madam, ſaid ſhe to her, I know what I am : 
about to tell you will excite your Indignation ; but if it 
be a Crime that I have committed, it is ſuch a Crime, 
as it was impoſſible to avoid, without having another 
Heart Alvarez, Madam, the faithful Servant 
of Don N comes to inform you ſomewhat con- 
cerning the Life of his Maſter He has an im- 
portant Secret, which he will diſcloſe to none but your- 
{elf He therefore begs the Honour of entertain- 
ing you for one Moment I own I was unable to 
deny my Part of his Petition I have introduced 
him privately into your Palace He is in my 
Chamber, and waits till I bring him to you. 

GREAT God! cried out Elvira, Alvarez at Lisbon? 
Alvarez ſhut up in my Apartment ! imprudent 
Leonora, to what have you expoſed me | 

Suk was able to ſay no more, the very Name of that 
Confidant of Sebaſtian raiſed a Tumult in her Breaſt, 
which, for a Time, deprived her of the Power of 
Speech. Leonora, who expected nothing leſs, took this 
Opportunity to repreſent, that there was nothing to 
fear from this Viſit, that ſhe had conducted him in ſuch 
a Faſhion, that it was impoſlible for any Perſon to have 
any Knowledge of his coming ; in fine, ſhe talked with 
ſo much Appearance of Reaſon, that. Elvira was at 
length perſuaded to ſee him. Let me riſe then, ſaid 
ſhe, for I fear I ſhall not be in a State of Tranquillity 
enough. to remain in Bed, while this Man talks to me 
hut, added ſhe, you muſt let him know his Stay 
muſt be very ſhort, and that he muſt not pretend to de- 
liver me any Letter from his Maſter, for I am abſolute- 
ly bent to receive none. In ſpeaking this, ſhe threw a 
Night-Gown over her Arms, and ſeated herſelf in an 
ealy Chair, in which ſhe cou'd ſcarcely ſuſtain herſelf 
through Weakneſs, while Leonora left her to bring in 
the pretended Alvarex. | 

Don Sebaſtian had been for ſome time in a Situa- 
tion little better; he. was admitted at the Hour ap- 
pointed, into the Arbour of Jeſſamin, where he and 


Alvarez lay concealed till Leonora returned, and con- 
N. 3 duced 4 
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ducted this unhappy Lover into her Chamber. Fain 
wou'd he have expreſſed his Gratitude to her for this 
Favcur, but had neither Words nor Voice, and in his 
Looks and Motions appeared to her rather a Spectre 
than a living Man. In Effect, the Thoughts that ke 
cou'd now behold Elvira but by Stealth, and that his 
moſt innocent Intentions, wou'd now, if known, be 
look'd on as criminal, plunged him in Agitations, ſuch 
as there is no Poſſibility of deſcribing. 

Wk he found himſelf alone in a Chamber. ſo near 
that of Elvira, and conſidered he was in the Palace of 
his Rival, kis Rage awakened in ſuch a Manner, that 
Lerrora had much ado to bring him to any Degree of 


Calmneſs: He followed, however, where ſhe conducted 


him, and without ſcarce knowing what he was doing, 
cr \ kither he vent, entered, the Apartment of the um- 
Lappy Wife of Lama. 

Tur when he beheld her with her Handkerchief be- 
fore her Eyes, her Head ſupported by a Cuſhion, with- 
evt any other Motion than what her Sighs occaſioned, he 
was pierced to the very. Bottom of his Soul, at a Spec- 
ti cie for which he was wholly unprepared Love 
new regained its Empire over his Reſentment, and, in- 
ficad of Reproaches, he threw himſelf at her Feet, and 
tnbraced her Knees, without Power to expreſs himſelf 
any otherviiſe than by Sighs and Groans. 

Doxxna Efuira believing it was Alvarez, whoſe Re- 
ſpect and Grief obliged to this Action, having ſtill ths 
Handkercuief before her Eyes, Alvarex, ſaid ſhe, the 
State in which you ſee me. is ſufficient to clear me to, 
ye ur Mafter, of all Lightneſs and Inconitancy — You. 
n ay let him know how you. have found me, if it will 
be ary Conſolation to him; but ſay nothing to me of 
him, which may prejudice. my Glory, for that already. 
is 120 much injured by permitting your Approach, ; 

iT is not Alvarex who receives this Favour, reply'd 
Lon Sebeflian ;- buiithe moſt unfortunate of Mankind, 
who Ce: res no other Advantage by it, than to expire 
be, ore your Eyes. N | 


WHERE. 
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Wuerxr am I! interrupted Elvira, taking away the 
Handkerchief, that hindered her till then from ſeeing 
him; What do I behold ! Perfidious Leonora / 
preſumptuous Suza / ſhe then attempted to puſh him 
trom her, and roſe, endeavouring to quit the Place, 
which finding herſelf too weak to accompliſh, Don Se- 
baſtian, ſaid ſhe, ſince I have been capable of ſaeri- 
cing all my Repoſe to your Safety, believe alſo that I 
am capable of ſacrificing my Life to my Glory 
You have, by this Action, affronted me beyond For- 
giveneſs I expected other Marks of your Eſteem 
and Gratitude. Cruel Elvira, reply'd' Suza, hindering 
her to remove, and whoſe Fury was rekindled at her 
Upbraidings; What Gratitude ought I to pay you, you 
who have hindered the- Blow prepared for me only to 
give a deeper Wound yourſelf A Death inflic- 
ted by my Enemies was not enough to ſatisfy you 
to content you, I muſt receive it from your -own Hand 
—— Ungrateful Zuares, why wou'd you not ſuffer 
me to die in Peace? Had I loſt my Head on a Scaffold, 
I ſhould have left the World in a {weet Hope, that you 
' were faithful to me: But you wou'd have me live to ſee 
you in the Arms of my Rival. And when, in ſpite 
of my juſt Indignation, I riſque that Life for whictr, 
you ſay, you have ſacrificed your Repoſe, only for tue 
Happineſs of bewailing my Misfortune for a Moment, 
and then dying at your Feet, you ſee me but with Hor- 
ror, you reproach me with affronting, with diſhonouring 
you. Well, Madam, continued he, lifting up his Eyes, 
+ will prove my Gratitude, ſte you expect ſome illuſ- 
trious Mark of it, I will render you back the Life you 
have ſaved, and willingly ſacrifice it to the Happineſs 
of him you have preferred be fore me. 

In concluding theſe Words he drew a Dagger, and 
had certainly plunged it in his Breaſt, with his whole 
Force, if the deſolate Elvira had not thrown. hericlf 
upon him, and, aided by Leone a, wreſted from bis 
Han: 's the fatal Steel; Love and Fear having now in- 
ſpired ber with a Strength ſuperior to what her Condi- 
tion ſeemed te promiſe. | 

Don 
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Don Sebaſtian vexed and aſhamed to find himſelf dif. 
armed, What mean you, Madam, by thus delaying my 
Fate? cry'd he, looking on her with the moſt Pity- 
moving Air. Saxa, reply'd Elvira, all bathed in Tears, 
the State in which I ſee you diſſipates all my Fears: I 
am more touched with your Deſpair than your Re- 
proaches ; the one calls to my Remembrance the Hap- 
pineſs I have loſt, but the other I feel not, becauſe I 
merit them not But, in fine, I will make yet 
one more Effort for you I will forget, for a Moment, 
what I am, and what I ought to be, to diſcover to you 
all my Heart: If you love me, Suxa, you will believe 
me; and in ſpite of the Exceſs of your Rage, I am aſ- 
ſured you do me Juſtice in your Soul, and doubt not of 
my Innocence. However, ſince I muſt aſſure you of it 
myſelf, I yield to do ſo ; but, in recompence for my 
Sincerity, which the Situation I am in renders criminal, . 
exact two Things of you; the firſt is, That you will 
make no Attempt upon your Life, but take, on the con- 
trary, the utmoſt Care to preſerve it; Homicide is an 
Action, of all other the moſt unworthy either of a brave 
Mind, or of a Man ſubmiſſive to the Decrees of Divine 
Providence. The other is, To hear me without Inter- 
ruption, and not to take any Advantage from what I 
ſay, to entertain me with Diſcourſes of a Paſſion, which, 
cou'd I now conſent to liſten to, I ſhou'd be unworthy 
of. On theſe Conditions I will conceal from you nothing 
of my Soul; and regarding you in this laſt Interview as 
the deareſt Thing to me in the World, lay open to you 
my moſt ſecret Thoughts. Anſwer me, Don Sebaſtian, . 
and promiſe to perform what I demand of you. 
ELVI RA, in ſpeaking thus, had a certain Air of 
Candour and Majeſty, which rendered her ſo beautiful 
and awful at the ſame Time, that the amorous Suza 
thought he had never before ſcen her accompanied with 
ſo many Graces ; he remained ſome Moments in ſilent 
Admiration, and his Fury utterly receding to his Love, 
he threw himſelf a ſecond time at her Feet I know, 
ſaid he, that I am unworthy of the Honour you do me. 


hut, alas! what Piety, what Reaſon can you ex- 
| pect 
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& from the Man who loves Elvira, and has for ever 

ſt her? I know, however, that my Reproaches 
are unjuſt, and that I ought to ſubmit in all Things to- 
the Will of Heaven and you Yes, Madam, ad- 
ded he, with a deep Sigh, I ſwear to perform exactly 
ell you have injoined me, and to leave to Time the 
Termination of my Love, my Grief, and Life, which. 
laſt I now conſecrate afreſh to you. 

Trex Elvira obliged him to fit down, and having a 
little recollected herſelf, Don Sebaſtian, ſaid ſhe, tis 
hard to bring my Vertue to the Confeſſion I am about 
to make you, but eaſy and pleaſing to my Inclinations. 
My Heart has long been accuſtomed to love you, 
and my Tongue to tell you ſo, and I am now conſcious . 
of a guilty Pleaſure in being compelled by your Deſpair, . 
to repeat the ſweeteſt Confeſſion But it is to ſave. 
you a ſecond time, that I take this laſt Liberty. Know 

then, Suza, you are as dear to me, as in thoſe happy. 
Moments when firft it was permitted me to give you 
Proofs of it; and I call Heaven to witneſs, that if my 
Life cou'd have been accepted as a Ranſom for yours, 
I wou'd gladly have reſigned it, rather than my Hand 
to any but yourſelf. | 

I wiLL tell you yet farther, that it was I myſelf that 
preſſed Balthazar to this Marriage; each Inſtant that it 
was delayed was a Continuation of your Impriſonment; 
and the more I advanced my.own Misfortune, the near- 
er you were to your Deliverance——- In fine, I intirely 
forgot myſelf, to think only on you The Effect 
has proved I did —— I facrifice my all for your Preſer- 
vation All Lisbon knows this Truth, and I think 
you cannot be ignorant of it. 

Can you then doubt the cruel. Situation of my 
my Heart? the Condition I am in may convince you of 
It, But as you cannot know my laſt Reſolutions, 
without I inform you, know, that the more dear you 
are to me, the more I new endeavour to baniſh you. 
from my Memory; my Repoſe, my Glory, my Duty 
preſcribes this Law to me I do not tell you I have 
Power to fulfil it, that is a Secret I reſerve to myſelf— 


only think that I muſt do it, and that I ſhou'd render 
my ſelf 
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myſelf unworthy of your Eſteem, if I did not endeavgyy 
it with all my Strength It is not permitted me tr 
ſee you, or to hcar you any more; and you cannot con. 
{train me to think of you without diſhonouring me 
If you love me, my Glory will be precious to u 
you. will not ſeek to blemiſh it by unavailing Tem! 2. 
ons, but by a firm Reſolution to fly my Preſence, give 
me Liberty to follow the Dictates of my Reaſonñ 
All the Efforts you henceforth make, to overcome your 
Paſſion, will be ſo many Proofs, that you have loved me 
with the moſt perfect one, as all the Cares I take to 
forget you, will be Teſtimonies of my Virtue Live 
my dear Sebaſtian, to give me this Conſolation in my 
Misfortunes, that I have ſaved you from Death — 
Preſerve that Life, I charge you, which has coit me too 
much, for you to expoſe to the Dangers you muſt meet 
in this Place Abandon it for ever, or return not till 
the unfortunate Elvira is no more. Then I will permit 
vou to think of me, and to flatter your Tendernef with 
all that can aſſure you of mine, as a Conſolation for my 
Loſs Go, continued ſhe, burſting into Tears, leave 
me this Inſtant, and diſſipate the mortal Fears I am in, 
while you remain in Lisbon Make me no Reply 
J will tell myſelf all you wou'd ſay to me — I know 
all that you think and wou'd have you read my 
Heart, as I do yours — Exact from me no more, and. 
for the lait Mark of the Power I have over you, obey nic. 
HERE the diiconſolate Elvira ceaſed to ſpeak, and. 
Don Sebaſtian, full of Love, of Admiration, and Grief, 
lifted up his Eyes to Heaven, then fell upon his Knees, 
and taking her Hand, which ſhe. had ſtretched out 
to raiſe him, put it to his Mouth, and while he kif- 
fed it with the utmoſt Ardency, bathed it in a Torrent 
of Tears. They remained ſome time in this Poſture ; 
but the virtuous Elvira ſummoning all her Courage to 
her Aid, made a Sign to Leoncra, which Suze perceiv- 
ing, he roſe up, aud having, in bowing to her, regard- 
ed her with a Look which pierced her Saul, followed 
his Conductreſs, without tranſgrefling the Orders he 


had received by one ſingle Word. Lechera, who >» u 
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little leſs touched at this melancholy Scene than the Per- 
ſons concerned in it, had the good Fortune to ſee him out 
of the Gates of Lama's Palace, without any Accident, 

He returned to the Kinſman of Alvarez, who was 
greatly diſquieted at his long Stay; but he appeared ſo 
changed, and with ſomething ſo deplorable in his Coun- 
tenance, that he hardly durſt teſtify the Joy he had for 
his ſafe Return: Alvarez himſelf, fearing ſome fatal 
Event, preſerved a profound Silence, while Sebaſtian 
walked up and down the Room with Eyes caſt down, 
and Arms a- croſs for the beſt Part of the Night. 

Ar laſt, changing his Poſition of _ and perceiv- 
ing Alvarez near him, Tis done, ſaid he to him, as if 
he had known what had paſs'd between him and E/- 
vira ; ſhe will have it ſo, and I muſt obey her 
Yes, Alvarez, continued he, in a kind of Tranſport, 
I will live, not te forget her, but to adore her, to ad- 
mire and reſpect her till my laſt Breath, 

Tae faithful Confidant, charmed with this Reſolu- 
tion, and eaſily gueſſing what had occaſioned it; Well 
then, my Lord, ſaid he, we muſt 2 Lisbon, and re- 
tire to a Place where you may be ſheltered from thoſe 
Dangers which wou'd force you to fail in what the ex- 
cellent £ /vira has exacted from you. | 

My dear Alvarez, reply'd he, do with me what thon 
wilt I am ignorant what I am, what I ſay, and 
to what Way I ſhould direct my Steps- I abandon 
myſelf wholly to thee ———1 will live, I have pro- 

miſed it; but demand no more of me. 

ALVAREZ, waited not to repeat his Remonſtrances, 
but, on the Inſtant, went out of the Room, and pre- 
pared for their Departure ; which, when done, he re- 
turned, and made his Maſter get on Horſe-back, as did. 
alſo himſelf and Kinſman, all diſguiſed and well armed. 
Sebaſtian ſuffered them to do in every thing as they 
pleaſed, without informing himſelf ; they went out of 
Town, and, by Morning, arrived at a little Town, 
where Alvarez took Leave of his Kinſman, and, after 
a ſhort Repoſe, parted, with his Maſter, for the Terri- 


tory to which his Sentence ſent him, where Donna 
Case 
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Catherina de Mendoce arrived not till three Days after, 
little hoping to find there any Object ſo conſoling. 

ELVIRA in the mean time no ſooner found Don Se- 
baſtian was out of Danger, than ſhe felt herſelf much 
eaſed in having made him this Diſcovery of her Heart : 
She thought ſhe cou'd do no leſs for a Man whom ſhe ſo 
long had looked upon as deſtin'd to be her Huſband ; 
and therefore pardoned Leonora, on Condition ſhe wou'd 
never be guilty of the like Fault. 

SHE paſſed the greateſt Part of the Night in talking 
of him, but far from diminiſhing the Reſolution ſhe 
had taken to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love Lama, this 
Converſation rather ſtrengthened it : She confidered ſhe 
having ſeen and ſpoke to Sebaſtian, as an Injury to her 
Huſband, which ſhe cou'd not atone for, but by the 
utmoſt Tenderneſs, which ſhe made a ſolemn Vow be- 
fore Leonora, always to behave with towards him. But 
the various Agitations of her Mind this Night had been 
ſo violent, that this Woman entreated her to go to Bed ; 
and being prevailed upon to do fo, fell into a Sleep 
more ſerene and ſweet than ſhe had enjoy'd for a long 
time. | 
Tur Day was pretty far advanced when Leonora 
judged it proper to awake her, to inform her, that Don 
Lama had been ſeveral Times at her Apartment ; and. 
that ſhe heard by ſome of his Attendants, that he had 
received News from Court; on which Elvira finding 
herſelf much better, ſent to let him know it, and that 
ſhe wiſhed to ſee him. 

Hz x Meſſage immediately 2 him, and he com- 
municated to her the Orders he had received, which 
were to depart with all Expedition to take Poſſeſſion 
of the Vice- Royalty of the Indies, the Fleet being rea- 
dy to fail for Goa ; adding, that he wou'd not aſk 
her to follow him till her Health was entirely eſta- 
bliſhed, and ſhe might then join him. Theſe: Words 
were accompanied with a certain Air of Indifference, 
at which Elvira was alarmed : She anſwered however 
with the greateſt Sweetneſs, and conjured him to 


permit her to go with him ; told him, ſhe found hy 
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ſelf iu a Condition to undertake that Voyage; and that 
ſhe doubted not, but his Preſence, and the Change of 
Air would in a ſhort Time perfectly reſtore her. 

Bur Don Balthazar dwelling always en the Subject of 
her Indiſpoſition, refuſed her — and quitted the 
Chamber in a ſhort Time, ſaying, he muſt give Orders 
for the neeeſſary Preparations for his Departure. This 
manner of proceeding extremely ſurprized Elvira ; and 
as the was certain he cou'd have no Knowledge of her 
Interview with Suza, knew not to what Cauſe to aſcribe 
it. Leonora, who hated Lama with a perfect Hatred, 
was the firſt that penetrated into the Motive. Don Bal- 
tbazar, ſaid ſhe to her, became your Spouſe in hope of 
raifing his Fortune ; your great Eſtate had more Weight 


with him than your Beauty ; and the Vice-Royalty of the, 


Indies, which ought to have been the Recompence of the 
Services of your Family, and was, doubtleſs, given him in 
favour of your Marriage, being the full Accompliſhment 
of his Aim, Love has the leaſt Place in his Remembrance, 
and Ambition reſumes its wonted Empire in his Soul. 
TH1s Reaſoning appeared but too juſt to Elvira, 
but not willing to give longer Attention to it, No mat- 
ter, interrupted ſhe, with a Sigh, whether he loves me 
or not, I ſhall do my Duty. hile this beautiful Lady 
was forming theſe noble Deſigns, Don Balthazar, burn- 
ing with Impatience to ſee himſelf in his Government, 


was wholly taken up with the Magnificences which his 


Grandeur exacted. All Lisbon came to make their 
Compliments, and congratulate him; wherever he 
came, his Preſence made a Court : And his Pride had 
now ſo much to feed npon, that it is not to be won- 
dered at, that it became, in a ſhort time, overgrown. 


Elvira was alſo paid the Homage; but that Lady, with- 


out having the Ambition of her Huſband, received it 


with more Dignity. . 
BEONORA, in Effect, had unmaſked the Character 


of Don Lama; the Difficulties he found in the Poſſeſ- 


hon of Elvira had joined ſomething like Love to his 


ambitious Deſires ; but when he was Maſter of all he 
wiſhed, his Wife became no more ſo amiable in his _ 
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all the Luſtre of her Charms were loſt in thoſe of his new 
Grandeur: He looked on it as a Confinement to be with 
her, and cou'd not think of taking with him a Compa. 
nion, before whom he muſt be obliged to wear a Gravity 
little conformable to thoſe Pleaſures of which his Youth 
and Inclinations rendered him but too ſuſceptible. 

The profound Melancholy and Indiſpoſition of Elvira 
perſuading him, that ſhe had ſtill a tender Remembrance 
of Don Sebaſtian, he thought himſelf not obliged to re- 
gard her with any thing more than Indifference ; and be- 
ginning to grow weary of his firſt Aſſi luities, and think- 
ing only how to ſecure his Honour, while abſent from 
her, reſolved to enjoy all the Advantages of his Marriage, 
without partaking them with her from whom he received 


them. As he had theſe Deſigns, it was impoſſible for the 
beautiful E/wira to oblige him to let her accompany him; 


tho' her Duty and her Vertue made uſe of the ſame Ef. 
forts for that Purpoſe, as the fondeſt Paſſion wou'd have 
done, neglecting neither Prayers nor Tears to mpve him. 

Bur Don Balthazar was inflexible ; and now begin- 
ning to make her ſenſible of the Power he had over her, 
he commanded her to retire to a Caſtle he had ſome 
Miles diſtant from Lisbon, where he placed about her 
Duenna's and Servants, who were all his Creatures, and 
ſo many Spies upon her Actions; of all the Women wlo 


had before attended her, leaving only Leonora. Donna 


Elvira was touched to the very Soul at this Proceeding, 
but firm in her Duty, ſhe ſubmitted to her Deſtiny, with- 
out ſhewing any Token of Reſentment, and without 
making any Reproaches on her unjuſt Spouſe, who obli- 
ged her to depart three Days before him ; and when ſhe 
was retired, and ſhut up in her Caſtle, he embarked 
with a Mind full of Pride, Oſtentation and Vanity. 
He arrived at Goa, and took Poſſeſſion of his Go- 
vernment, where he began to exerciſe his Authority, 
with a Haughtineſs which made him rather feared than 
loved. But now it was, that he was to experience the 
utmoſt Power »£ Paſſion, which till then he had wy 
thought of as the Means by which he might accompli 


other more darling Views: Ambitious as he was, he 
a learned 
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learned in Goa, that there are Defires which Grandeur 
cannot ſatisfy. He had not been long in Poſſeſſion of 
his Vice-Royalty, before a Brother and Siſter of the King 
of Achon retired themſelves to that Place, to avoid ſome 
Troubles which were at that Time in their Country, 
and intreated the King of Portugal's Protection, which 
Don Lama the more readily vouchſafed to them, as the 
oung Princeſs of Achon appeared to him even at the 
firſt Sight, the moſt dazzling Beauty of the Earth. This 
Indian, whoſe Charms were accompanied with the moſt 
engaging Air, made Balthazar know, that all that he 
had imagined he knew of Love before he ſaw her, was 
infinitely ſhort of what that Paſſion really inſpires. 

Hrs Paſſion, no leſs violent than ſudden, was not long 
concealed from that fair Object; and as he was young, 
handſome, well made, accompliſh'd, and bold, and the 
Princeſs of Achon neither blind nor inſenſible of Merit, 
ſhe attended not much Formalities, to make a ſuitable 
Return; and both abandoning themſelves, without Re- 
ſerve, to the Ardour of their Love, took no Care to 
keep it a Secret from the World. 

THe Princeſs finding herſelf beloved with the utmoſt 
Exceſs of Tenderneſs, thought of nothing but becoming 
a Chriſtian, and eſpouſing the Viceroy, and flattered 
herſelf a long Time with this pleaſing Hope, no Perſon 
daring to acquaint her, that he was engaged to another. 
But when in the Tranſports of her Love the preſſed him 
to compleat her Happinefs, he was obliged to let her 
know the fatal Impediment which Heaven had placed 
to their mutual Satisfaction: At this News the Princeſs 
of Achon fell into ſo violent a Deſpair, that the perjured 
Don Balthazar, . infatuated with his Paſſion, promiſed 
to negle& nothing which might break an Engagement 
ſo contrary to that he wiſhed to form. 

THe Indian, violent by Nature, and render'd much 
more ſo by her Jealouſy, propoſed to him the blackeſt 
Expedients to obtain her Deſires ; but whether he had yet 
too much Remains oF Honour to comply with her, or 
whether it were, that he cou'd find no proper and ſafe 
Opportunity to do it, he put her off by demanding Time, 
and ſwearing to her an eternal and inviolable — 
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Wulkx theſe Things paſſed at Goa, to the great Diſ- 
ſatisfaction of all the Portugueſe that had followed Don 
Balthazar, the unhappy Eluira paſſed her Days in the 


moſt dreadful Solitude; having no Conſolation, but at 


the Altars of the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all Things, to 
whom inceſſantly ſhe poured forth her Complaints. Don 
Lama had, for ſome time after his Departure, wrote re- 
gularly to her; and in ſpite of the Coldneſs of his Let- 
ters, ſhe had always anſwered them with the utmoſt Ten- 
depneſs, and Intreaties of being permitted to come to 
him : But having at laſt entirely ceaſed ſending any Let- 
ters to her, tho' ſhe took all Occaſions of writing to him, 
ſhe began to be ſincerely alarmed at ſo cruel and obſti- 
nate Silence. She thonght it her Duty not to be eaſy 
while ignorant of what her Huſband was doing, lor what 


had happened to him. He had — ſuch ſtrict Orders 


to let her be ſeen by no Perſon whatſoever, that the En- 
trance into the Caſtle was refuſed even to hex neareſt 
Kindred ; ſo that ſhe cou'd not have the Knowledge of 
any thing, either concerning him, or what was doing in 
the World. Her Bounty, however, Sweetneſs, and Ge- 
neroſity, had gain'd her the Eſteem and Affection of all 
thoſe he had placed about her : They thought it the ut- 
moſt Cruelty, to force a Lady ſo young and beautiful, 
to live in a manner ſo little conformable to her Rank 
and Vertue ; and willing, as much as poſſible, to make 
their Duty to their Lord 2 with the Zeal they had 
to ſerve her, they neglected nothing in their Power that 
might ſerve to diſſipate her Griefs, and render her Con- 
- finement leſs irkſome. They made little kind of Balls 
among themſelves ; they ſung, they played on Inſtru- 
ments ; they brought all the News they could hear ; and 
one among them, who was the moſt 2 attach- 
ed to her, and in whom Leonora had great Confidence, 
being told by ſome Perſons that came from Lisbon, that 
the Report ran there of the Viceroy of the Indies being 
going to be married to a great Princeſs, was ſo highly 
concerned at it, that he immediately acquainted Leonora 
with it. 

'TaHixGs which paſſed at great Diſtance, and through 


many Mouths, diminiſh or augment according to = 
U- 
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Humours of the different Perſons who relate them : And 
thus the Amours of Lama being arrived at Lisbon, had 
roſe to this Form, by the 'Time the News had reached 
the Borough where the Caſtle ſtood. 

A Douzsric of Don Ba/thazar judging by Appear- 
ances, doubted not of the Truth of this Report, by the 
little Care he took of writing to E/vira, and now diſ- 
continuing to give any Charge about her ; and as ſhe 
was extremely grieved at it, told Leonora, that if Donna 
Elvira had any Meaſures to take, he would willingly 
run the riſque of his Life to do her Service 

LEONORA thanked him in her Miſtreſs's Name, 
and exhorted him to perſiſt in his good Intentions ; and 
then went to inform Donna Z kvira of the News, hoping 
it wou'd eaſe her of thoſe Inquietudes ſhe was in for the 
Fate of a Huſband who merited fo little from her. 

Bur this News produced an Effect very different from 
what ſhe expected. Etvira liſtened to her with Atten- 
tion, and when ſhe was beginning to aggravate the Crime 
of Lama, Hold Leonora, ſaid ſhe, I ſee farther into this 
Adventure than you think I know very well, that 
Don Ba/thazar durſt not break through thoſe T ies that 
bind him to me neither his Glory nor his Intereſt 
will permit it—— therefore am I not alarmed at this Re- 
port. It is my Duty, however, not to appear indifferent 
when ſuch things are ſaid ; but to go and ſhew my Huſ- 
band the 33 I have in him Yes, continued ſhe, I 
will leave this Place, I will depart for Goa, and neglect 
nothing that may recal the 'Tenderneſs of this forgetful 


Huſband. 


War! Madam, interrupted Leonora, with the ut- 
moſt Aſhoniſhment, when he loves you not, when he 
abandons you, when all his Cares are to pleaſe a Rival, 
will you go in ſearch of him? 

WELL, Leonora, replied ſhe, in a majeftick Tone, if 
he loves me not, my Duty commands me to do every 
thing which may oblige him to do ſo. We ought 
to deſpiſe a Lover who betrays us; but we muſt try 
all Methods to reclaim a Huſband who 1s unfaith- 
ful. Then, without liſtening to any thing further the 
Nurſe would have ſaid to her, commanded her to 

bring 
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bring that Perſon to her, who had ſo readily proffer'd 
his Service. This Man was called the Intendant of the 
Caltle,and all the other Domeſtics were ſubmitted to him, 
LEONORA durſt not reply, but went immediately 
and conducted Felix, for that was his Name, into her 
Miſtreſs's Cloſet. Donna Elvira made him repeat ali 
he had told the. Nurſe, and finding nothing which did 
not preſs her to the Execution of her Deſign, ſhe com- 
municated it to him, after he had ſworn to her an in- 
violable Fidelity and Obedience. | 
To encourage him, ſhe preſented him with a Dia- 
mond of great Value, and intreated he wou'd afliſt her 
in going out of the Caſtle, and embarking for Goa, or- 
dering Leonora to furniſh him with what Money was ne- 
ceſſary for rendering her Departure ſecret and expedi- 


uct her 


tious. This Man animated by her — and . 


naturally inclined to ſerve her, promiſed to con 


on the ſecond Night to Lisbon, where ſhe might take 


ſhipping for Goa. 
To be able to fulfil his Word, he aſſembled together 


the next Day all the Domeſtics of the Caſtle, and told 
them, as a great Secret, that the Viceroy, had ſent a 
preciſe Order to convey Elvira privately to a Convent, 
which he named to them; and that he deſired all of 
them might ſeem ignorant of her Retreat, and to let 
eight Days paſs over without ſaying any thing of her ; 
but at the Expiration of that Time, he commanded 
they ſhould give it out, that ſhe was gone to Goa, in 
order to join him, to the End, faid Feliæ, that none of 
her Friends or Kindred may ſearch after her : He added 
alſo, that as a Recompence for their Fidelity, the Vice- 
roy had ordered him to make each of them a Preſent 
of thirty Piſtoles. There needed no more to gain theſe 
People; they indeed lamented the Fate of Elvira, but 


the Luſtre of the Gold blinded their Eyes to every thing 


beſide, and they examined no farther, but left Felix to 
conduct the Matter as he pleaſed. | 

Tuus on the ſecond Night, having nothing to oppoſe 
him, he took the ſame Equipage which had brought 
Elvira to the Caſtle, to conduct her to Lisbon. he him- 


ſelf ſerving for. Coachman. As they reſted in the Day, 
an 
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and travelled only by Night, they met with uo Perſon 


by whom they were known. At their Arrival in Li/- 
bon, the Intendant placed Elvira and Leonora at the 
Houſe of a Kinſman of his, where they remained in all 
the Privacy they cou'd wiſh, till they were informed a 
Ship was ready to ail for the [rdizs. As ſoon as they 
were on board, Elvira made herſelf known to the Cap- 
tain, and told him ſhe had a Deſire to go incognito to 
her Huſband, to add a pleaſing Surprize to her coming ; 
on which he treated her with all the Honours due to 
her high Quality and peculiar Merit. 

WHILE all the Actions of Elvira were thus guided 
by Duty, Love had the ſole Command over thoſe of the 


enamoured Don Sebaſtian di Suxa. I have already ſaid, 


that he arrived at his Lands three Days before Donna 
Catherina his Mother. Tis eaſy to judge of her Sur- 
_ and Joy, at finding him in a Place where ſhe ſo 
ittle expected him. He could not diſpenſe giving her 
an Account ef what he had been doing : She blamed 
his Temerity, ſhe Iamented his Fate, and negle&ed no- 
thing to moderate his Grief. 


Bur in ſpite of her Efforts, and thoſe of all his 


Friends, he fell into ſo deep a Melancholy, as made 
them all fearful it wou'd in time be fatal to him : He 
ſpoke not but with Pain, his Slumbers were broken and 
iſturbed, and his Countenance fo altered, he was 
hardly to be known. His Griefs ſeemed to have in- 
volved him in a kind of Stupidity or Lethargy of 
Soul, when the News of the Amours of Den Bal- 
thazar, and the Departure. of Elvira for Goa, on a 
ſudden reached his Ears, and rouzed him afreſh to 
Rage and Hatred againſt that unworthy Poſſeſſor of the 
beſt of Women. He heard in what Manner he had 
mut her up at his Departure to the Indies, and was then 


a thouſand Times on the Point of going after him to 


revenge her Wrongs ; but the Remonſtrances of his 
Mother kept him from it: She continually repreſented 
to him, that by ſuch an Act he muſt loſe Elvira for 
ever ; that no Gratitude for Good done to herſelf, no 
Inclination, cou'd be ſtrong enough to abſolve the Guilt 
of marrying the Murderer of her Huſband ; and that 
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if Heaven ſhou'd be pleaſed to terminate the Days of 
Lama, there wou'd then be no Obſtacles to his Happi. 
neſs: With theſe kind of Diſcourſes ſhe ſtopped the Ef. 
| FeRts of this Fury for ſome time; but when he was told 
the Inconſtancy of his Rival, and that Elvira was de- 
parted for Goa, it was impoſſible to find any Arguments 
of Force to overcome the Violence of his Deſires to fol- 
low her. . | 
He imagined a Man capable of being falſe to a Wo- 
man, ſo truly worthy of all his Tenderneſs, might be- 
come guilty of the moſt terrible and baſe Deſigns againſt 
her; his paſſionate Affection filling him with Forebo. 
dings of ſomething fatal to Elvira, which all his Rea- 
ſon cou'd not vanquiſh ; and repreſenting to him how 
little Security there cou'd be for her, in a Palace and 


Country ſo intirely ſubmitted to the Will of a Man, 


who no longer loved her, and looked on her Life as the 
only Impediment to his Deſires, he was not * to take 
any Re poſe till he had brought Donna Catheriza to con- 

ſent to his Departure for Goa. 
Suck a Propoſal con'd not but be dreadful to this 
tender Mother ; and not believing it poſlible he ſhou'd 
eſcape the Vengeance of his Rival, in following his 
Wife to a Place where he had abſolute Command, the 
employed all her Power to diſſuade him from ſo dange- 

rous an Enterprize. | 
Bur Suxg, Night and Day tormented with the mo: 
terrible Ideas, cou'd not be prevailed upon. Fear no- 
thing for me, Madam, ſaid he, I ſhall undertake no- 
thing againſt the Life of Don Ba/thazar, I will only 
guard that of my dear Elvira from any Attempt of 
er unworthy Huſband, by being a cloſe and ſecret 
Spy on all his Actions: I will alſo diſguiſe myſelf in 
ſuch a Manner, as to render it impoſſible for me to be 
known, and by that Means not infringe the Orders 
given me in the laſt Converſation I had with that ex- 
cellent Woman ——-'I even will make no Effort to ſee 
her; and if I ſhou'd do ſo by any Accident, ſhe never 
ſhall imagine it is Sebaſtian beholds her. Thus, with- 
out riſquing my own Life, I put myſelf in a Condition 
to defend that of hers. This adorable Object, 
con- 
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continued he, never offers itſelf to my View, either 
ſleeping or waking, but with a Dagger at her Breaſt, or 
a Bowl of Poiſon in her Hand In fine, Madam, 
added he, embracing her Knees, it is to bid me die, to 
oppoſe my Departure I wou'd do nothing without 
communicating it to you, tho' I might have eſcaped a 
ſecond Time without your being able to diſcover which 
Way 1 ſteer'd my Courſe ; but your Goodneſs to me, 
my Reſpects, my Duty, and the Diſquiets you wou'd 
ſuffer in ſuch a Caſe, force me to make you this Conk- 
dence, and my very doing ſo may aſſure you, that I am 
ſo far from going in ſearch of Dangers, that I will 
avoid them with the utmoſt Care; and when you ſee 
me again, I dare believe you will ſee me, if not more 
happy, yet, at leaſt, more caſy. 

Donna Catherina was a long time before ſhe cou'd 
reſolve ; but ſeeing that he really died daily before her 


Eyes, ſhe at laſt conſented to his going; believing, that 


if he took the, Precautions he had promiſed her, he ran 
no very great Hazard, eſpecially as Lama would not 
have the leaſt Suſpicion of his venturing to that Place, 
= that indeed he eou'd arrive there without his Know- 
ledge. 

tos yielding to his Deſires was the firſt Moment of 
Joy the unfortunate Sebaſtian had known of a long time; 
it ſhewed itſelf in every Look and Action; and Donna 
Catherina took it for a happy Preſage of what ſhou'd 
happen to him ; their Adieus were an Intermixture of 
Hope, Grief and Fear : She recommended the Care of 
him to the faithful 4/varez, who ſwore never to aban- 
don him in whatever Exigence his Fate ſhould throw 
him ; and having left the Country, he returned with 
his Confidant ſecretly to Lisbon, where he embarked 
hfteen Days after Elvira had taken Shipping, it being 
the Seaſon of the Year when Veſſels went frequently 
out for the Indies; where let us leave him in Purſuit of 
his Hopes, and ſee-what became of Elvira. 

TuAr beautiful Lady, after a Voyage of three 
Months, arrived ſafely at Goa, and being conducted to 
the Palace of the Rs ſhe no ſooner appear'd _ 
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her Name ran through all Parts of the City, by the 
Joy which her Sight inſpired in thoſe who had followed 
Lama from Portugal ; and hoped, that her Preſence 
wou'd cure him of that unworthy Paſſion he had for 
the Princeſs of Achon. But no Surprize or Vexation 
was ever ſuperior to his, when he was informed of her 
Arrival: However, he diſſembled it before thoſe of the 
Court who were then about him, and as he cou'd not 
diſpenſe with going to receive her, went attended by a 
reat Number of Courtiers, both Portugueſe and Indian. 
onna Elvira had on this Occaſion ſummoned all her 
Attractions to her Aid, neglecting to heighten nothing 
of the Charms ſhe had received from Nature, by all 
the Advantages of Art and Dreſs, in order to make her 
unfaithful Huſband bluſh at the Preference he had, 
en to a Stranger. There was not one Perſon that 
Jaw her, without being dazzled at the Sight of ſo per- 
fect a 1 and who did not in ſecret Blame Don 
Balthazar for his Attachment to the Princeſs of 
Achon. © 
Donna Elvira accoſted him with an Air of mingled 
Majeſty and Sweetneſs, which redoubled the Admira- 
tion of the Spectators: My Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, I 
have perhaps tranſgreſſed in appearing before you thus 
unſent for; but the Motive ef that Tranſgreſſion, I 
flatter myſelf, will be thought worthy of Forgiveneſs. 
III eou'd no longer reſiſt the Deſire I had to ſee 
you ; and the languiſhing Condition I have been in 
fince your Departure, made me believe the Air in which 
you breathe, cou*d alone reſtore me to my accuſtomed 
Health. | 
Ir does not appear to me, Madam, anſwered. Lama 
coldly, that my Abfence has been of any Prejudice to 
your Health; and I think, on the contrary, that Re- 
poſe and Solitude were much more neceſſary to you 
than my Company 'Theſe Words were too keen not to 
give a ſenſible Wound to Elvira ; bur the teſtify'd no- 
thing of it, and contented herſelf with giving him 
Glances, which made him underſtand ſhe was not ig- 
norant of the Motive which occaſioned her ſo indiftc- 


rent a Reception; but he appear'd little touched at * 
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and giving her his Hand, conducted her to his Cloſet, 
where they remained alone together. 

ELYIRA no ſooner ſaw herſelf at Liberty, than ſhe 
burſt into a Torrent of Tears : She was ftruck to the 
Soul at the Indifference of her Spouſe, tho” ſhe had con- 
ſtrained herſelf to conceal it before Company, and re- 
flecting on her Misfortunes paſt, and thoſe which now 
threatned her, How have you abandoned me, my Lord ! 
ſaid ſhe, and how do you now receive me ! Have I me- 
rited this Treatment! Or did I once expect to find it 
from you! I came not hither to reproach your Conduct, 
but to remind me, that you once did love me, and that 
I have, in no Action of my Life, rendered myſelf un- 
worthy of that Love ; and alſo to remonſtrate, that it 
is not for your Glory a Woman of my Age ſhou'd be 
ſo long ſeparated from a Huſband ſuch as you are. 

I PROTEST to you, Madam, anſwered he, with a ma- 
licious Smile, that I am ſurprized at this ſudden Ten- 
derneſs in you you muſt certainly be extremely 


But I ſhall not make it my Buſineſs to ſearch into what 
p_ in your Heart, nor wou'd have you perplex your- 
elf about mine Vou had, however, much better have 
remained in Portugal, ſince it was my Deſire you ſhou'd 
do ſo—— But you are come hither without my Permiſſion, 
and have ſeduced thoſe in whom I have confided to be 
your Guard; and ſuch a Conduct is not, perhaps, ſo 
agreeable as you may think, and might give me juſt Oc- 
caſion of Suſpicion : To prevent them, therefore, from 


taking growth, you muſt be more exact in your Obedience 


at Goa, and not imagine you have any Right to act as you 
pleaſe, if you wou'd partake the Honours to which you 
pretend. In ſpeaking theſe Words, he went out of the 
Room, without regarding her, or waiting for a Reply. 
NoTH#inG is more cruel to a Woman who ſacrifices 
all to her Duty, and whoſe Virtue is the ſole Guide of 


all her Actions, than to have them ſet in a criminal 


Light by him for whoſe Sake they are done : The Soul 
cannot then avoid being agitated by a little Self-love, 
and Conſciouſneſs of not 98 ſuch Returns; and 
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it muſt be a more than common Goodneſs that can, on 
ſuch an Occaſion, not have Recourſe to Hatred or Con. 
tempt. The unhappy Elvira felt, in that Moment, 
that ſhe ſtood in need of all her Fortitude to vanquiſh 
her Reſentment, and to reſtrain her Thoughts from 
fixing themſelves on Objects more worthy her Attach- 
ment than her perfidious and ungrateful Spouſe ; but 
driving, with all her Force, all from her Mind that was 
of Prejudice to him, ſhe at laſt returned to her Reſolu- 
tion of bearing patiently all he ſhou'd inflit upon her, 
and to uſe her utmoſt Efforts to love him, and be beloved 
by him, if it were poſſible; and the more to engage 
him to eſteem her, if no more, ſhe intended to be. 4 a 
Friendſhip with the Princeſs of 4chor in a ſhort Time. 
WIr kE ſhe was — theſe innocent Deſigns, her 
jealous Rival, alarmed at her Arrival, and the Reputa- 
tion of her Beauty, inſpired very different ones in 
Don Balthazar. The Moment he left Elvira, he went 
to her Apartment, where he found her qrowned in 
Tears, uttering the moſt bitter Exclamations, and 
ſtruggling with one of her Female Slaves, who endea- 
voured to hinder her from fticking a Pony ard to her 
Heart. 'This SpeQacle put Lama into a Condition 
which it wou'd be very difficult to deſcribe — This 
Man, who. had not been moved by the Grief and Mo- 
deſty of the moſt beautiful Woman in the World, was 
now pierced to the Soul at the Sight of Deſpair in a 
Miſtreſs violent, inconſiderate, unjuſt, and extreme in 
all her Paſſions. 
Hs threw himſelf at her Feet, with the moſt tender 
Air, and embracing her Knees, Adorable Princeſs ! ſaid 
he, what Misfortune can have happened great enough 
to make you think of deſtroying the moſt perfect 
Workmanſhip of Nature ? Whoever has offended you, 
J am ready to revenge even were it myſelf, T here 
ſwear to you, I wou'd ſacrifice my Life to give you Sa- 
tisfaction. 
XE RINA, for that was the Name of this Princeſs, 
grew a little more calm at theſe Promiſes made to her 


y her Lover; but as ſhe was no way regulated by Ver. 
© tue 
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tue or Diſcretion, and cou'd not endure to ſhare the 
Heart of Don Balthazar with another, ſhe ſpared no- 
thing that nright engage him to rid himſelf of Donna. 


Elvira. To this End, Joining to her Love and Rage 
all the Artifice of her Sex, Un 


rateful, reply'd ſhe, 
looking on him with Eyes whoſe Power ſhe too well 
knew, it is on you alone I ought to wiſh Revenge 
tis you alone who have affronted me —— and in fine, 
'tis you who canfe the Miſery, the Deſpair in which I 
am My Rival is in the Palace ; ſhe enjoys a Happi- 
neſs which is only due to me You have now no Eyes 
but for her Charms ; and while you paſs with her all 
your happy Moments, mine elapſe in Tears, in Bitter- 
neſs of Heart, and gnawing Anguiſh. Death only can 
terminate the Torments your fatal Paſſion has involved 
me in- Ah, crucl! continued ſhe, imagine not 
I will be a Witneſs of her Glory, fill up the Number of 
her Train, and ſuffer patiently your Change, and her 
Contempt ; no, this Ponyard, added ſhe, catching it up 
a ſecond Time, ſhall deliver me from the mean, the 

ſervile State; and I ſhall, at leaſt, have this Conſola- 


tion in my Death, to be aſſured of Vengeance in the 


Remorſe which will inceſſantly purſue you. 

THex making an Offer to ſtab herſelf, the credulous 
Lama, imagining he already ſaw her expire, loſt intirely 
all his Remains of Reaſon, and having wreſted the Dag- 

er from her Hand, and careſſing her in the moſt ten- 

er Manner, he aſſured her, that he hated E /vira, that 
her Preſence was no leſs inſupportable to him than it 
would be to her, that he wou'd give her the moſt glaring 
Proofs of it, and that all Goa ſhou'd be Witneſs he ador'd 
only Xerina, that he wou'd live and die for his adorable 
Princeſs, and conjured her but to ſee in what Faſhion he 
wou'd treat her Rival, before ſhe made him anyReproach- 
es. Afﬀter this; he made a thouſand Vows to ſubmit to 
whatever ſhe cou'd exact from him, if the Manner in 
which his Inclinations led him to a& did not content her. 

THEsE Proteſtations appeaſed the cruel Princeſs, 
who then reſolyed to demand the Execution of all he 


had ſworn, in a ſhort Time ; but as the Price of the 


O4 Com- 
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Complaiſance fhe now had for him, ſhe deſired that ſhe 
might never be obliged to ſee the OS and that 
that Lady might have no Liberty in the Palace. 

Don Balthazar made her no other Reply than an 
immediate Obedience, and calling in a Gentleman of 
his Train, who waited in an outer Room, commanded 
him to aſſign E/vira an Apartment on the other Side of 
the Palace, and the moſt diſtant from that of his, and to 
let her know it was his Orders ſhe ſhou'd never ſtir out of 
it without Perm iſſion. Then he told Xerina, that as he 
cou'd not diſpenſe with allowing her a certain Number of 
Attendants, that cruel Princeſs ſhou'd have the naming 
of them ; to the End, that being intirely devoted to her, 
they might give her an Account of the Interviews he had 
with his Wife, and in what Manner he behaved to her. 

*'Tnvs the Ladies of the Court who had flattered 
themſelves with the Honour of belonging to the Vice- 
Queen, ſaw themſelves ſupplanted by the Slaves of the 
Princeſs of Achon, for no other wou'd ſhe ſufſr to be 
about that unfortunate Lady; who finding herſelf en- 
compaſſed by Women of that Rank, and whoſe Lan- 
guage ſhe cou'd not underſtand, and deprived of her 
dear Leonora, was new in a Condition much more de- 
plorable than ever ſhe had been, and infinitely worſe 
than ſhe cou'd ever have imagined he wou'd have in- 
flicted on her. The faithful Leonora, in being obliged 
to yield her Place to the Principal of Xerina's Slaves, 
and forbid even to ſee her dear Miſtreſs any more, was 
ready to die with Grief ; but the unjuſt Lama wou'd 
have it ſo, and all Complaints were unavailing. 

THe Vice-Queen was now Priſoner in her own Pa- 
lace, ſerved and guarded by Men and Women wholly 
Strangers to her, and at her Rival's Devotion ; yet did 
this virtuons Lady ſupport this Misfortune with the 
moſt firm Reſolution, never uttering the leaſt Com- 
plaint againſt her Huſband, but endeavouring, with the 
utmoſt Sweetneſs, and moſt obliging Meſſages, to reco- 
ver his loft Heart; but finding he had refuſed ſeeing 
her, and imagining, that what ſhe had ſaid, had not 


been delivered to him in her own Words, ſhe mo the 
rin- 
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Principal of the Slaves, if ſne were forbid writing to 
him, and that if ſhe were not, intreated ſhe wou'd fur- 
niſh her with the Means : This Woman, whoſe Name 
was Thamar, had, in a ſervile Condition, Sentiments 
more generous than thoſe of Xerina, tho' a Princeſs. 

Tus Beauty of the Vice-Queen, her Sweetneſs, and 
her Misfortunes, touched her with the moſt tender Com- 
paſſion : She loved her, ſhe bewailed her, and wou'd 
fain have propoſed ſomething for her Conſolation ; but 
the Character of the Princeſs of Achon was too well 
known to her, for her to dare to expreſs any Emotions 
ſo contrary to her own. She had been enjoined to treat 
this unhappy Lady with the utmoſt Rigour, and not to 
give her the leaſt Liberty, on Pain of Death: She, 
therefore, was extremely perplexed at this Demand ; 
however, being willing to ſatisfy her, without hazarding 
herſelf, ſhe told her, that ſhe wou'd intreat Permiſſion 
of the Princeſs, without whoſe Orders ſhe cou'd not 
venture to give her Pen and Ink, Donna Elvira cou'd 
not ſuppreis her Sighs at this Reply, and Thamar was 
obliged to turn away, to conceal the Senſibility ſhe had 
of her own enforced Cruelty ſhe went from her to 
Xerina, and related the Requeſt had been made to her 
by the Vice- Queen: I have refuſed her, Madam, faid 
ſhe, till I know your Commands; but if I might pre- 
ſume to ſpeak my Thoughts on this Matter, I think it 
your Intereſt to know the Sentiments of your Rival; it 
15 certain ſhe will not diſcover them before us, being all 
your Creatures, but will, doubtleſs, diſburthen her 
whole Soul in her Letters to her Spouſe ; tis, therefore, 
my Advice, that you ſuffer her to write, and that I de- 
liver the Letter, after you have read it, to the Viceroy, 
as you may alſo ſee his Anſwer, before it reaches her 
Hand ; and by that diſcover the true Situation of his 
Heart, and how far you may depend on the Veracity of 
his Paſſion for you, and Indifference for her. 

Tus Arguments were ſo conformable to the Hu- 
mour of Aerina, that joined to the Curiofity of ſeeing; 
in what Manner her Rival wou'd expreis her Re- 
gard, made her tell Thamar, that ſhe approved her De- 
ugn, and bid her not * any Letter to W 
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til! ſhe had firſt ſhewed it to her; but that, above all 
Things, ſhe muſt keep Elvira from any Suſpicion of her 
ſeeing it, becauſe it wou'd puta Reſtraint upon her Pen, 
The Slave aſſured her, ſhe wou'd act in every thing ac- 
cording to her Command, tho” ſhe was far from deß n- 
ing it, and return to Elvira, attended as uſual, but for- 
bear giving any Anſwer to her Demand, till Night 
when ſhe was in Bed; becauſe being the only Perſon 
that lay in her Chamber, ſhe wou'd then have an Op- 
portunity of ſpeaking to her without Witneſſes. \ 
Wurd the Time correſponded with her Deſigns, 
Elvira being in Bed, and all the other Slaves retired, 
ſhe came near to her, and having drawn the Curtain ; 
All, Madam, faid ſhe, in broken Portugueſe, but the 
Viceroy and Princeſs of Achor, are grieved for you: 
But, methinks, their Hearts and their Conditions are 
not equal—————they are of high Birth, and free, yet 
are they Tyrants, cruel, and unjuſt I am a 
Slave, yet am I tender and compaſſionate ; Your Miſ⸗ 
fortunes touch me; I wou'd gladly ſweeten your Cap- 
tivity, and will uſe my utmoſt Efforts for that Purpoſe ; 
but the Fidelity with which I ſerve you, muſt be con- 
cealed with the extremeſt Caution. Then ſhe informed 
her of all ſhe had ſaid to Xerina, and the Method ſhe 
took to prevail on her to give Conſent, that ſhe ſhou'd 
be allowed to write to.Don Balthazar. 
Or what Importance js it to you, added ſhe, that 
vour Rival reads your Letter, as your Spouſe will re- 
ceive it afterwards ? But I wou'd not have you mention 
her in it ; complain only of me, and of my Cruelties ; 
entrcat that I may be diſplaced, for that 1s the only 
Way to continue me here, and to give me an Opportu- 
nity of expreſſing the Zeal I have to ſerve you, and mi- 
tigate your Sufferings. If I had taken your Letter with- 
vut informing the Princeſs of it, ſhe wou'd have be- 
:ieved me in your Intereſt, and I ſhou'd have been diſ- 
miſſed from you, and ſeverely puniſhed ; but if you ob- 
ferve the Conduct I have preſcribed, I ſhall eſtabliſh 
myſelf in her Confidence, and thereby be in a State to 
render YOU Services | 
TH4 
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THAMAR was proceeding, but Elvira cou'd hold 


no longer from interrupting her; ſhe fo little expected 


to find a Conſolation of this kind, that it aſtoniſhed her 
beyond Meaſure : She fixed her Eyes on the Slave all 
the Time ſhe was ſpeaking, in order to diſcover in her 
Looks, if this exterior Goedneſs did not conceal ſome 
Treachery. She was young, amiable, had an open and 
free Countenance, and while ſhe was talking to her in 
this Manner, ſeemed more herſelf, than when ſhe ap- 
peared in that ſevere and ill- natured Air, which ſhe was 
obliged to affect before the other Slaves; all theſe things 
conjoining, made her hope ſhe was ſincere. 

You are, perhaps, ſaid Elvira to her, endeavouring 
to prove how far my Credulity extends; for I can ſo lit- 
tle comprehend, that a Favourite of the Princeſs of Acbon 
can be ſenſible of the IIls J ſuffer, that it is not without 
= Difficulty I can believe you. I ſee nothing, in- 

eed, in your Perſon, which does not merit all the Con- 
fidence you wou'd inſpire me with; but the Rank you 
hold with my Rival, þ little accords with your Words, 
that you cannot be — — if I am dubious 
However, be your Deſign what it will, as mine is only 
to ſpeak to my Huſband, I ſhall make no Scruple to truſt 
you with my Letters to him; neither am l ſollicitous 
what Way to take, ſo they at laſt arrive at his Hands. 

I gxeecTeD no leſs, Madam, anſwered Thamar ſmi- 
ling, nor do I defire you will depend till you have proved 
how ſincerely I am inclined to ſerve you —= I onl 
beg you will write in the Manner I have adviſed. In 
ſpeaking theſe Words ſhe cloſed the Curtains again, and 
left Donna Elvira at Liberty to reflect on what ſhe had 
to do. This beautiful Perſon paffed the greateſt Part 
of the Night in thanking Heaven for having inſpired 
Pity for her Ills, in a Breaſt where ſhe ſo little had hoped 
to find it, and in thinking in what Terms ſhe ſhou'd 
addreſs herſelf to her perfidious Spouſe. 

As ſoon as Thamar found ſhe was awake, ſhe brought 
her what was neceſſary for her to write. Make your 
Letter, Madam, faid he, for the Hour approaches m 
which I muſt attend the Princeſs ; E/vira made no An- 
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ſwer, but taking the Pen in her Hand, decyphered to 
Balthazar all the Emotions of her Soul, in the moſt 
touching and tender Manner, expreſſed the Violence of 
her Grief, that he had not been once to viſit her, ſince 
the Time he received her from on board; conjured him 
to pardon her Diſobedience in coming to Goa without 
his Permiſſion, aſſured him, ſhe was compelled to that 
Action, merely by the Fears for his Health, which his 
long Silence had occafioned ; beſeeching him not to de- 
prive her of his Preſence, that ſhe cou'd ſupport every 
thing but the want of ſeeing him; and that ſhe ſuffered 
patiently the Affronts and ill Treatment of the Slave 
Thamar, but that ſhe hoped he authorized not her Inſo- 
lence, and that he wou'd remember ſhe was of a Birth, 
which ought to exempt her from the Indignities to which 
ſhe was expoſed ; and concluded with telling him, that 
in what Manner ſoever he behaved toward her, ſhe 
you'd never fail in her Duty to him. | 

Havins finiſhed her Letter, fie gave it to the Slave, 
who immediately carried it to Xerina : This Princeſs 
finding no Complaint in it againſt herſelf, nor the leaſt 
Notice that ſhe attributed her Misfortunes to her, nor 
indeed any thing which ſhe imagined wou'd be able to 
change the preſent Sentiments of the Viceroy, gave it 
to him herſelf, well fatisfy'd that Thamar had ſo well 
executed her Orders. Don Balthazar read it with Un- 
concern, and then reſtored it to Xerina, intreating her 
to believe, he cou'd be ſenſible of nothing that came 
nom that Quarter, and forbid Thamar to bring him any 
more of her Epiſtles. 

THE — 4 of Ac hon triumphed within herſelf, to 
find the Heart of Lama in the Situation ſhe wiſhed : 
There was nothing now to be ſeen in the Palace, but 
Ealls, Feafts, and publick Entertainments, of which 
Tie had all the Honours ; Don Balthazar ſeeming to 
glory in the Paſſion he had for her, and neither of them 
tiking any Care to conccal their criminal Intercourſe 
from the Eyes of the Court and People, while the Vice- 
Queen ſp2nt her Days in the moſt ſtrait Captivity, pitied 
by all Goa, but without any Conſolation, except what ſhe 


received {rom the Cares of Thamar, who being obliged 
to 
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to conſtrain herſelf to appear cruel and ſevere before the 
reſt of the Domeſticks, cou'd only teſtify her good 
Wiſhes, and the Softneſs of her Nature, when they 
were alone together. 

Ir was near a Month ſince the Arrival of Donna 
Elvira, in all which Time Don Baltbaxar had never 
been once to ſee her, nor cou'd all ſhe wrote to him, or 
expreſs in Meſſages, be able to move him to any Pity 
for her Condition, or Repentance for his Treatment of 
her. But notwithſtanding his Inflexibility, the jealous 
Xerina was not content, and finding that the Griefs of 
her Rival were not ſufficient to deprive her of her Life, 
had not yet her End: She doubted not, but if ſhe cou'd 
once ſee her laid in Earth, ſhe ſhou'd immediately poſ- 
ſeſs her Place, and therefore reſolved to deſtroy her at 
what rate ſoever. 

Tu perjured Lama wiſked no leſs than ſhe to break 
the Bonds which attached him to Elvira, and oppoſed 
the Means Xerina was every Day offering him, for no 
other Reaſon, than becauſe he thought them dangerous: 
Nobody, ſaid he, will dare to intermeddle between me 
and my Wife, how ill ſoever I uſe her; but ſhou'd any 
Diſcovery be made, that I attempted on her Life, the 
whole World wou'd become my Accuſers, and I muſt 
inevitably ſhare the Fate of other Murderers. But all 
his Arguments were too weak to convince Xerina he 
owed her not this Mark of his Affection; and therefore 
left nothing uneſſayed, which might oblige him to give 
it her. The firſt Step ſhe took, was to counterfeit ſo 
profound a Melancholy, that all the Diverſions Lama was 
continually preparing for her, ſeemed rather to augment 
than diminiſh it. He was troubled beyond Meaſure at 
the Condition in which he ſaw her, and preſſed her every 
Moment to an Explanation of the Cauſes, calling Heaven 
and Earth to witneſs his Love and his Fidelity. To this 
the cunning Xerina anſwered only with her Fears, and 
conjuring him not to ceaſe loving her, notwithitanding 
the Decay of her Beauty; he, wizo found her as charming 
as ever, made her a thouſand Proteitations ot an eternal 


Conſtancy, and all their Converſations ended a. the 
| ears 
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Tears of the one, and the Aſſurances of the other. Every 
Day ſeemed to bring with it an Increaſe of Grief, and at - 
laſt whoever had ſeen her, wou'd have imagined her 
wholly abandoned to Deſpair ; then pretending to be 
= overcome by the inward Agitations of her Soul, 
e made herſelf be kept in Bed, and her Attendants gave 
out that ſhe was dying. Don Ba/thazar, alarmed almoft 
to Diſtraction, quitted the moſt important Buſineſs, and 
never ſtirred from her Apartment; and by all his Actions 
teſtify'd, that his Life was abſolutely attached to hers, 
As he was ſittin by her one Day on the Bed- ſide, all 
bathed in Tears for her ir2agined Danger, and proteſting 
he neither cou'd nor wou'd ſurvive her Loſs; No, my 
my Lord, ſaid ſhe, tenderly preſſing his Hand, I only 
ought to die, as an Expiation for the Crime my Pride has 
made me guilty of, in imagining myſelf worthy of your 
Love. Donna Elvira is, doubtleſs, much more fo than ], 
fince Heaven permits her to live, and deſtroys me, It is 
not, however, by her Tenderneſs for you, for you have 
often told me ſhe never loved you——Alas ! continued 
ſhe, who can ever love you like the unfortunate Xerina ? 
"Tis the too perfect Affection I have for you, that ſends 
me to my Grave —— You cannot be intirely mine, and 
I cannot live without being yours — The Death of E.. 
vira alone can give you to the Princeſs of Achon; and 
it is the Death of this Princeſs, that muſt reſtore you to 
Eluira It is juſt, my Lord, that I ſhou'd be the Sa- 
crifce ; and I ſhall reſign my laſt Breath with Pleaſure, 
added ſhe, putting his Hand to her Mouth, and kiſſing 

it paſſionately, if my Death will aſſure your Felicity. 
War Words were theſe for a Man to hear, who 
doated, who ador'd like Don Balthazar ! they failed 
not to work on him all the Effect the cruel Xerina had 
deſigned them for ———— Ah ! *tis too much, Ma- 
dam, cry'd he; if to preſerve your Life, that of Elvira 
mutt be iacrificed, I deliver her up to you or- 
dain command — let all periſh, rather than my 
adorable Princeſs. Oh! how tranſporting is this Pro- 
maſe! interrupted ſhe, and how capable is it of prolong- 
ing my Days, if it be as lincere as it is full of E 
What 
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What muſt be done to prove it ſo? reſumed Lama, in 

the moſt vehement Tone. You muſt, reply'd Xerina, 

make me the immediate Miſtreſs of E/vira's Fate; ap- 

prove my Deſigns, ſupport me in the Execution of 
them, and fix my Happineſs, by being united to me for 
ever. Don Balthazar was ſo ſtrongly infatuated by this 
Princeſs, and the Paſſion he had for her ſo contrary to 
Reaſon and good Senſe, that he regarded nothing but 
rendering her contented, and teſtifying the Violence of 
his Love: He conſented in a Moment, and without any 
Heſitation, to all ſhe aſked, and made a thouſand Oaths 
to approve all ſhe did, and to ſecond her himſelf, if it 
were neceſſary, The barbarous Xerina made known her 
Joy, and the Senſe ſhe had of his Compliance, by all 
that the moſt tender and attracting Love cou'd inſpire ; 
and knew ſo well how to engage him by her Careſſes and 
Endearments, that wholly overcome with Rapture, His 
very Soul was moulded to what Form ſhe pleaſed to give 
it, and from that Time he talked with her of poiſoning 
or ſtabbing Elvira, with the ſame Indifference as he 
wou'd have done on any ordinary Matter. 

Bur while they were conſulting on Means, the moſt 
ſare and ſecret, for the Deſtruction of Elvira, Heaven 
protected her innocent Life, by ſending to her Aid the 
only Perſon capable of relieving her in this Extremity. 

Dox Sebaſtian de Suza, who embarked ſoon after her, 
having a favourable Wind, arrived at Goa, almoft as 
ſoon as that beautiful Unfortunate. On his landing, 
he went, with his faithful Alvarex, to the Houſe of 
a Few, whom he had known at Lisbon, and who for 
ſome Service he had done the State, had obtained Per- 
miſſion to eſtabliſh himſelf in Goa, or any Part in the 
Dominions of the King of Portugal, according as his 
Commerce demanded his Preſence ; and this it was 
which gave him the Liberty of coming from time to 
time to Lisbon, to ſell Slaves, of which he made a 
great Traffic. Don Sebaſtian, who knew that Intereft 
was the firſt great Mover among thoſe Sort of People, 
made him a Prefent of a large Purſe of Gold ; and 


by that Proof of an extraordinary Liberality, 2 
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him to conceal! them at his Houſe, till they had Time 
to reflect how they thou'd proceed. . 


THE Few, who doubted not but he ſhou'd greatly 
advance himſelf by this Confidence, was ſincerely re- 
ſolved to do his utmoſt to ſerve aim. And as he had 
alſo. conſiderable Dealings in Diamonds and Pearls, as 
well as'Slaves, he had frequent Acceſs to the Viceroy, 
the Princeſs of Achon, and all the other great Perſons 
reſiding at Goa ; and Saza knowing this, charged him 
with the firſt Commiſſion, to find out what had paſſed 
at the Palace ſince the Arrival of the Vice-Queen, and 
in what Manner ſhe was treated by her Huſband. But 
it was little neceſſary to go out for an Information of 
that kind; the Conduct of the Viceroy was too well 
known in that Particular, to be a Secret to thoſe who 
troubled themſelves leaſt with enquiring into what was 
doing in the World; and, on Don Sebaſtian's mention- 
ing it, the other immediately related to him the Recep- 
tion he had given her, the ſtrait Captivity in which ſhe 
lived, the Cruelty of driving from her Leonora, and the 
abſolute Power the Princeſs of Achon had over the Ac- 
tions of the Viceroy. | 

SCARCE cou'd Sebaſtian contain his Rage at this Diſ- 
courſe, but having reſolved to do nothing which might 
violate the Promiſe he had made his Mother, or riſque 
the Loſs of Elvira for ever; he ſummoned all his Pati- 
ence to his Aid, and demanded of the Jeu, if there 
was not a Poſſibility of ſpeaking to Leonora. Nothing 
can be more eaſy, reply'd he; for when ſhe was baniſh- 
ed from her Miitreſs, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me fer a 
Lodging, and having no Conveniencics myſelf at that 
Time, I placed her in the Houle of an Acquaintanee, 
one who is originally a Portugue/z, but has been ſettled 
a long Time at Goa. There needed no more for Don 
Sebaſtian to entreat he would bring her to his Houſe at 
Night; which the other aſſuring him he wou'd do, he 
went direcily to her, and telling ter he had ſomething of 
Importance to communicate to her, which it was not pro- 
per to ſpeak, but in his own Houſe, deſired ſhe wou'd not 
fail coming at a certain Hour appointed by him, 
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LEONORA, who was not of an Age to fear thoſe 
Accidents to which Youth is liable, and had alſo re- 
ceived many Obligations from the Jew, ſince ſhe had 
left her Miſtreſs, made no Difficulty of aſſuring him ſhe 
wou'd be there. 

Taz Hour being arrived, ſhe kept her Promiſe, and 
was no ſooner entered, than the Few conducted her to 
the Apartment of Don Sebaſfian, who no ſooner per- 
ceived her, than he ran to her, caught her in his Arms, 
and embraced her with a Vehemence, which gave her 
Suſpicions very different from the Truth ; but having 
lifted up her Veil, with a Deſign to undeceive a Perſon, 
who, ſhe imagined, miſtook her for ſome other and 
younger Perſon, ſhe no ſooner caſt her Eyes on him, 
than ſhe returned his Careſſes with Uſury ; and _—_— 
into Tears of Joy and Aſtoniſhment, My Lord, fai 
ſhe, by what Miracle has Heaven ſent me a Conſolation 
ſo little expected? Alas! dear Leonora, reply'd Suza, I 
am not in a Condition to give you any, and come but 
to demand it of you. Leonora, to whom theſe Words 
brought all the Misfortunes of Elvira freſh to Mind, 
cou'd make no other Anſwer than Tears; but recolle&- 
ing the Freedom ſhe had uſed to him before the Few, 
ſhe withdrew from his Arms, and reſuming a Counte- 
nance more reſpectful, Pardon me, my Lord, faid ſhe, 
if the Exceſs of my Surprize and Joy made me forget 
the Diſtance I ought to obſerve towards you ; but my 
Age, my Zeal, and your Goodneſs, I hope, will autho- 
rize the Liberty I have taken. Don Sebaſtian deſired 
ſhe wou'd net change her Manner of Behaviour, and 
told her, that he regarded her, as the Mother of all 
that was dear to him in the World. 

Tus Diſcourſe, mingled with Joy, with Grief, 


and with Reſpect, made the Jeu perceive, that Don 


Sebaſtian had a lively Intereſt in every thing that con- 
cerned the Vice- Queen, and that he had, indeed, very 
powerful Reaſons for keeping himſelf concealed : In 
this Thought he withdrew, not to conſtrain them by 
his Preſence. When Leonora ſaw him go out, ſhe de- 
manded of Don Seba/tian, what had brought him into 
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a Place where he had every thing to fear from the Ma- 
lice and Power of his Rival. : 

THen this faithful Lover of Eluira made her a ſin. 
cere Recital of the Apprehenſions which had tormented 
him for the Fate of that dear Object, and told her, that 
his Deſign was to inſinuate himfelf in ſome Diſguiſe to 
the Family of Lama, in hope thereby, he might be ſer- 
viceable to Elvira. Leonora approved of one Part of 
his Intention, but difſuaded him from going into the 
Family of the Viceroy : It is not in his Palace, ſaid 
ſhe, that you can be any way uſeful to his Wife ; you 
wou'd there know little of her Affairs, and be every 
Hour expoſed to the Danger of being known; and ſince 

. have no other Motive than the Protection of the 
Vice -Queen, in caſe any thing farther ſhou'd be at- 
tempted againſt her, my Advice is, that you get your- 
ſelf introduced to the Service of the Princeſs of Achox. 
It is in her Apartment, that all Reſolutions are taken, 
all Projects form'd, and by her Orders all Things are 
executed. All the Slaves that attend on Zvira come 
to her every Day, and give an Account of the ſmalleſt 
of her Actions, and receive the Commands of that 
Princeſs in what Manner they ſhall treat her —tke 
inconſiderate Lama neither thinks, nor acts but acsord+- 
725 her Will. The Few 1/aac, with whom you are, 
I believe can do you Service on this Occaſion ; he is 
well acquainted with the Princeſs; ſhe frequently truſts 
him with the moſt ſecret Commiſſions : And as you are 
not known by any of her People, can run no great 
Riſque in being there. You may alſo be informed cf 
every thing concerning the Vice-Queen, by making 
Friendſhips with the Slaves that ferve her, and who are 
continually going and coming from one Apartment to 
the other. But above all things, I wou'd have you gain, 
if poſſible, the Truſt of a young Woman called Tha: 
mar, who was the chief of thoſe placed about the Ve- 
Queen, and a great Favourite of the Princeſs. I know 
not alſo, added Leonora, what to think of it; but I 
have of late met this Slave, and ſhe has always made 
Signs to me, as tho' ſhe had ſomething to communi- 
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cate ; but I have hitherto not dared to take any Notice 
of them, fearing ſome Treachery : However, if ſhe 
reiterates them, T am reſolved to accoſt her on the firſt 
Opportunity that offers. * 

Don Sebaftian found Leonora's Argument ſo good, 
that, perſuaded alſo by 4/varez, who trembled for his 
going to Lama's Palace, he heſitated not if he ſhou'd 
proceed according to her Counſel. Nothing was now 
wanting, but the Means of introducing him to Xerina ; 
to obtain which, he judged it proper to confide entirely 
in the Jesu, and Alvarez having made him come in, 
It wou'd be fruitleſs, ſaid Don Sebaſtian, to go about 
to conceal from you that I have powerful Reaſons to 
inform myſelf, as much as le, of the Amours of 
the Viceroy and the Princeſs of Achon ; all the Quef- 
tions I have already aſked you, have ſufficiently inform- 
ed you how deeply I am intereſted : But to be better 
inſtructed in them, and without Hazard, I have recourſe 
to your Induſtry, to procure me Admiſſion to the Ser- 
vice of that Princeſs, and to recommend me as a Man 
who may be neceſſary to her in many Things ; but I 
wou'd be ſo diſguiſed, as to render it impoſſible for any 
of the Portugueſe, who have ſeen me in Lizbon, to know 
me again. If, continued he, you can do me this Ser- 
vice, my Gratitude for it ſhall be withoat Bounds. The 
Few had already too much experienced the Generolity 
of Suxa, to doubt the Effect of his Promiſes, and hav- 
ing aſſured him of his Diſcretion and Fidelity, he told 
him, that nothing was more eaſy than what he defired : 
That with the Juice of a certain Herb that in thoſe 
Parts, he cou'd dye his Skin a perfect black, and fo 
well alter his Countenance, that even Alvarez ſhou'd 
not believe he were his Maſter, did he not ſee the Ope- 
ration; that thus diſguiſed, he wou'd prefent him to 
Xerina, as a Slave, whoſe ſingular Merit and uncommon 
Qualification rendered worthy her Acceptance. 

Don Sebaſtian was charmed with this Expedient, and 
the more ſo, as he cou'd ſpeak the Indian Language 
with the ſame Eaſe as if born in the Country ; becauſe 


being of a Family which had a Right to pretend to the 
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higheſt Dignities, and that of the Viceroy of the Tudler, 
being what he flattered himſelf with being one Day poſ- 
ſeſſcd of, he had taken care in his Youth to perfe@ him- 
ſelf in the Language, that he might be able to ſpeak to 
the Natives, and judge of thoſe Things which regarded 
them, without ſtanding in need of an Interpreter. 

He wou'd not defer making Trial of this Herb, of 
which the Je gave ſuch Praiſes. Every body knows 
that the Indies abound in it, and that the Juice incorpo- 
rates itſelf ſo perfectly into the Skin, that it quite takes 
away the natural Colour. The Merchants who deal in 
Slaves, often deceive their Cuſtomers, by dying their 
Negroes ; thoſe who are the blackeſt, being reckoned 
the moſt beautiful. All that diſquieted Leonora, was, 
that it wou'd not be eaſy to reſtore Don Sebaſtian to his 
native Celour ; but the e having aſſured her, that 
he had a Water which wou'd take the whole Tincture 
off whenever he pleaſed, ſhe had nothing to object in 
Oppoſition to ſo great a Diſguiſe. 

IS A AC went that Moment in ſearch of the Herb, 
and having preſſed out the Juice, he rubb'd it all over 
Don Sebaſtian, who, from the moſt lovely of all the 
Portugueſe, became preſently the moſt perfect of all the 
Negroes. 'The Metamorphoſis was ſo great, that Leo- 
nora and Alvarez loſt all their Fears of his being 
known ; and this faithful Domeſtic, who cou'd not en- 
dure to be ſeparated from his Maſter, wou'd have the 
ſame Operation practiſed on himſelf, that he might be 
in a State fit to accompany him in every thing. There 
was now nothing remaining but to preſent them to Ae- 
rina, which the Jew promiſed to do the next Day. 
Don Sebaftian and Leonora agreed to render each other 
an exact Account of all they cou'd learn, and that their 
Place of Meeting ſhou'd be at the Few's ; after which, 
they ſeparated till the next Day, when Leonora was to 
come again. 

THo' all theſe Projects cou'd not promiſe any very 

eat Adventures, yet Don Sebaſtian was ſo pleaſed with 
— in the ſame City with Elvira, to be near her, 


and to be able to hear News of her every Hour, _ 
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he loſt all Remembrance of the dreadful Obſtacle, Fate 
had put to his Felicity, and began to flatter himſelf that 
ſomething, tho' what, he cou'd not gueſs, wou'd hap- 
pen to crown his utmoſt Wiſhes in the End. 

A True Affection is eaſily alarmed, and as eaſily flat- 
tered ; the lealt thing throws the Mind that harbours it 
into Deſpair, and the leaſt thing ſerves to tranſport and 
elevate it; and as it often indulges the moſt cruel Tor- 
ments, ſo it adds the ſweeteſt Extaſies to the moſt in- 
ſignificant Pleaſures. Suza, in the Reflection that all 
he undertook had Elvira for the Object, that his In- 
quietudes, his Voyage, his Diſguiſe, were all for her 
Sake, took a Delight in them, as if each of theſe 
things aſſured him of her Poſſeſſion. It is not to be 
wondered at, therefore, that thoſe Steps which, in the 
Eyes of others, feemed inſignificant, appeared to him 
the moſt uſeful and neceſſary that cou'd be. Leonora 
thought much in the ſame Manner with him, and ſaw . 
nothing to fear for Elvira, ſince Don Sebaſtian was at 
Gog : His Preſence had given her a Tranquillity ſhe had 
never enjoyed fince her Separation from her Miſtreſs ; 
and ſhe thought of nothing now but the Means of en- 
tertaining Thamar, and knowing the Motive of the Ad- 
vances that yourg Slave had made to her. This amia- 
kle Maid, who knew the Confidence the Vice-Queen 
had in her Nurſe, thought it wou'd be ſome little Con- 
ſolation to the Ills he laboured under, to hear the News 
of that favourite Domeſtic, and, at the ſame time, prove 
the Sincerity of her own Attachment to that unhappy 
Lady: It was with this Intention, that having met her 
the next Day, after the Converſation ſhe had with EI- 
vira about the Letter, ſhe had made Signs to her, and 
which ſhe continued to do, as often as Fortune threw 
her in her Way,: But the Indiiferenc2 which Leonora 
teſtified, joined with the Diſdain with which Lama re- 
ceived the Letter from his Wife, put her in ſo ill a Hu- 
mour, that the Vice-Queen, Who heedfully examined 
all her Actions, cou'd not but perceive it. 

TH1s beautiful Lady, who had known too many Sor- 
rows to be able to put an agreeable Face on things 
relating to her own Fate, imagined the Diſcontent of 

Thamar 
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Tramar proceeded from the little ſhe cou'd find to ac- 
cuſe her of to her Huſband or the Princeſs of Achor, 
and grew now more than ever reſerved to her. Thamar 
had a — — and a Mind not eaſily deceived; 
ſhe ſaw into the Vice · Queen's Suſpicions, but regretted 
them not only ſo far as to elcar itſelf, if, by any Way, 
ſhe cou'd do it. She, therefore, reſolved to fpeak to 
Leonora; and the next Morning, Which was on that Don 
Sebaſtian and Alvarez were preſented to Xerina, as ſhe 
went to the Apartment of that Princeſs, was muſing on 
the Means ſhe ſhou'd make uſe of, to oblige the Nurſe 
to regard her more than ſhe had hitherto done. 

As Leonora now wiſhed nothing more than to en- 
counter her, ſhe went early in the Morning, wrapp'd up 
in her Veil, to wait the Hour of Thamar's going, ac- 
cording to her Cuſtom, to the Princeſs of Acbon. Thus 
both of them equally impatient of entertaining each 
other, were not long e'er they met ; and reciprocally 
advancing, ſtood when they approached more near, ex- 


amining, as it were, each other, without ſpeaking. ' 


Leonora was the firſt that broke Silence; I have taken 
Notice, ſaid ſhe, that you ſeveral Times have teſtiſied a 


Deſire to ſpeak to me either greatly deceive my- 


ſelf, or you think I may be uſeful in ſomething. Yes, 
Leonora, ſaid Thamar, without any Heſitation, you are 
extremely neceſſary to me, to prove to the Vice-Queen 
that I am not leſs devoted to her than yourſelf : I love 
her Perſon, I pity her Misfortunes, I admire her Vertue ; 
I ſerve Xerina but with Regret; I ſee her Amours 
with Horror, and how dangerous ſoever it may be to 
me to indulge thefe Sentiments, I cannot think I hazard 
any thing in revealing them to you, whoſe own Inte- 
reſt it is to conceal them; I wou'd ſerve Elvira in eve- 
ry thing in my Power; but how can I do it, while 
ſhe keeps me in Ignorance of every thing that paſſes in 
her Heart? And how can I be informed, when ſhe puts 
no Confidence in my Words? Tis your Part then, pru- 
dent Leorora, to convince her of my Zeal; let me give 
her, at leaſt, the Conſolation of hearing from you, un- 


der your own Hand write to her, and ſuffer me 
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to deliver to her your Letter, you ſhall find I will bring 
you an Anſwer with the utmoſt Punctuality; and this 
may aſſure both the one and the other of you, how 
much you may depend upon the Integrity of the Slave 
Thamar. You are very preſſing, replied Leonora, but 
whether you are ſincere or not, I riſque nothing in 
agreeing to your Demand]; ſince it is natural for me to 
make known to her whom TI have nurſed, the Grief I 
am in to be ſeparated from. her, nor can they do any 
thing more to me than they have already done : But if 
I write, continued ſhe, where ſhall I find you to give 
you my Letter ? 

THAMAR pauſed a little before ſhe anſwered, and * 
then looking on her with an Air of Satisfaction, at the 
Expedient ſhe had found, Go, ſaid ſhe, and inquire for 
a certain Few named aac, no Man is more known at 
Goa, give him your Letters, I will take Care to pre- 
pare him for receiving any thing ſhall be left for me; 
and it will be a Way the moſt ſafe and ſecret we can 
take. Adieu, continued ſhe, a long Converſation may 
render us ſuſpected; depend upon me. With theſe 
Words ſhe turned away, and left Leonora thoroughly 
perſuaded of her Fidelity, and charmed that it was the 
Jew. Iſaac ſhe had pitched upon for the Confidant of 
this innocent Correſpondence ; as ſhe knew he was not 
then at Home, ſhe returned to her own Lodgings, to 
write to Donna Elvira, that ſhe might carry the E. 
with her, when ſhe ſhou'd come back from preſenting 
the pretended Slaves to the Princeſs of Achon. 

THAMAR went directly to the Palace, where ſhe 
found Jaac with Don Selaftian and Alvarez, attend- 
ing her coming, in order to introduce them to X- 
rina; this amiable Maid cou'd not behold the ſuppoſed 
Negroes without Admiration ; and having examined 
them with the utmoſt Attention, Thoſe are two beau- 
tiful Moors, ſaid ſthe to the Few, in a low Voice, how 
long have you had them, and tc what End have you 
brought them hither ? Jſaac, who was willing to begin 
by gaining Thamar, reply'd to her with an Air of 
Confidence, They are yet more perfect than you _ 
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them, beautiful Thamar; they play admirably on all 
Sorts of Inſtruments, and the youngeft of them has a 
- fingular Art in making Sherbet and Chocolate: As I 
knew the Delicacy of the Princeſs in theſe Things, I 
came with a Deſign to intreat her Acceptance of them, 
demanding no other Recompence for the Preſent I make 
her of them, than that ſhe will uſe her Intereſt with the 
Viceroy, for my Protection in the Commerce I ſhall 
make at Goa. You aſk very little, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, 
for ſo extraordinary a Gift, and I believe you have no 
Occaſion for any Recommendation in this Affair, the 
Air of your Slaves ſpeaks for them ; but if you have 
any need of me at any Time, you muſt do me a Piece 
of Service, which I will take Care to requite : I have 
a Correſpondence with a Perſon, which I would have 
remain a Seeret ; I have therefore ordered Letters to be - 
left for me at your Houſe ; oblige me to take Care of 
them, as alſo of any I ſhall leave with you, *till call'd 
for : You are enough accuſtomed to theſe Sort of Em- 
ployments, not to think it ſtrange a Perſon of my Age 
ſnou'd have ſome Adventures, which it is proper to 
conceal. 1/aac aſſured her of his Diligence, and thought 
this Requeſt a Happineſs for the two feigned Slaves, as 
his complying with it wou'd aſſure them of good Treat- 
ment from her. He had no ſooner ſworn to perform 
with the utmoſt Integrity, what ſhe deſired, than the 
Princeſs's Door , | and Thamar went out alone; 
and after having feaſted her Malice and Cruelty with the 
pretended Peres ſhe gave Elvira, ſhe told her of 
the Preſent 7/aac was waiting to make her Highneſs. 

TH1s cruel Princeſs, who was for turning every 
thing to the Satisfaction of her Love and Jealouſy, pre- 
ſently imagin'd theſe new Slaves might be uſeful to 
her Deſigns, and commanded they ſhou'd be brought 
in. She waited not for the Jew to give her a Detail 
of their good Qualities ; their Beauty, fine Shape, and 
that Air of Grandeur and Fierceneſs which ſparkled 
in Sebaſtian's Eyes, pleaſed her in ſuch Sort, that ihe 
appropriated them before ac had time to offer them: 


However, he made his Compliment, and Merino, 
23 having 


[ 313 ] 

having thanked him, ordered them to remain in her 

Service. | 
Tuus was Don Sebaſtian in the Palace of the Prin- 

ceſs of Achon; and the Buſineſs appointed for him, was 

chiefly to make Chocolate and Sherbet. //aac took his 

Leave of them, having given them what Inſtructions 


* 


he thought were neceſſary for the gaining of Thamar. 


But theſe Leſſons were altogether needleſs, a Maſter 
more learned than he, had already inſpired Alvarez 
with the Deſire and Art of pleaſing that beautiful Slave; 
the firſt Moment he beheld her, his Heart became in- 
tirely devoted to her, and Love, which has the fame 
Effect on inferior Perſons. as on the Great, made him 
feel for her, the Ardency of the ſame Fires with which 
his Maſter burned for the incomparable Elvira ; and, 
by the invincible Effects of Sympathy, Thamar had alſo 
for him Sentiments not very different from his, tho? 
Modeſty and Prudence made her reſtrain them from ar- 
riving at too high a Pitch, till ſhe ſhou'd be more ac- 
quainted how worthy he was of them : Beſides, in ſpite 
of all the Attractions ſhe found in him, his Colour was 
a little ſhocking to her Thoughts ; however, the Force 
of her Deſtiny overbore this natural Averſion. Don 
Sebaſtian behaved to her with the greateſt Complaiſance, 
and intreated ſhe wou'd favour him ſo far, as to inform 
him what Things, in his Power to perform, wou'd be 
moſt agreeable to the Princeſs; ſhe promiſed him to do 
ſo, but quitting him as ſoon as poſſible, ſhe returned to 
the Apartment of the Vice-Queen, where after ſhe had 
told her the Converſation ſhe had held with Leonora, 
and that ſhe had ſettled a Correſpondence, ſo as they 
might hear News of each other every Day : See, Ma- 
dam, faid ſhe, the Meaſures I take to prove myſelf 
worthy of your Confidence; and if I cou'd do much 
more, tho' at the Hazard of my Life, for the Eaſe of 
yours, I wou'd with the ſame Readineſs undertake it. 
Donna Elvira now no longer ſtruggled with the 
Inclination ſhe had to believe her; and the next 
Day having received the Letter from Leonora, and 
giving Thamar another in anſwer to it, heſitated not if 
Vor. IV. P , ſhe 
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ſhe ſhou'd confeſs to her that ſhe was as ſenſible as ſhe 
cou'd wiſh of her Zeal and Sincerity ; and began to 
take for her ſo tender a Friendſhip, that ſhe permitted 
her to read the Contents of all the Letters that hence- 
forth paſſed between her and her Nurſe, and, at laſt, 
truſte4 her with the full Recital of her Life and Miſ- 
fortunes. The tender-hearted Thamar cou'd not hear 
her, without burſting into a Torrent of Tears; and this 
Compaſſion render'd her ſo dear to the Vice- Queen, 
that ſhe never after mace any Scruple of revealing to 
her the moſt ſecret Thoughts and Wiſhes of her Soul. 

TH+1s amiable Slave, who earneſtly deſired to become 
a Chriſtian, and doubted not, but when the News of 
E tvira's ill Treatment ſhou'd reach Lisbon, her Family 
'wou'd uſe their utmoſt Efforts to deliver her from that 
dreadful State, intreated her Promiſe, that ſhe might 
be permitted to follow her, if ever the quitted Goa, 
Donna Elvira was highly charmed at the pious Diſpo- 
fition of this Maid, and aſſured her, that if Heaven was 
pleaſed to ſend her once more to Portugal, ſhe wou'd 
not go without her; tho', {aid ſhe, I ſee as yet no 
reaſon to hope there ever will be an End of my Misfor- 
tunes. 

LEONORA writ every Day to the Vice-Queen, and 
received her Anſwers exactly by the ea; but as Don 
Sebaſtian had expreſsly forbid any mention of him, ſhe 
obey'd his Orders, well knowing the Nicety of Elvira's 
Virtue, and that ſhe wou'd rather chuſe to ſuffer every 
thing from the Cruelty of her Enemies, than be relieved 
by a Man who was known to have loved her, and 
whom ſhe ſtill in ſecret cou'd not help loving. 

THE two new Slaves were, in a ſhort time, ſo much 
beloved by all the Domeſticks of Xerina, that every one 
ſeem' d to vye with the others, which ſhou'd moft teſtify 
their Complaiſance and Eſteem of them. Thamar, who 
had frequent Occafions of entertaining them, cou'd not 
look on Don Sebaſtian, without being inſpired with the 
greateſt Reſpect for him; and indeed there was ſome- 
thing ſo truly noble in every thing he ſaid and did, that 
none cou'd approach him without ſome Degree of Awe 


and Reverence; This made the amiable Slave more re- 
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ſerved before him, than with Alvarez, who, by a Man- 

ner of Behaviour altogether gay and gallant, gave every 

one Leave to be familiar with him. As ſhe thought on 

nothing but ſoftning the Captivity of Donna Elvira, by 

all the little Ways ſhe cou'd invent; and hearing Xerina 

continually boaſting of the Excellence of the Chocolate 

made by Don Sebaſtian, ſhe had a great Deſire to have 
ſome of the ſame Sort for her fair Priſoner; to this End, 

one Day when ſhe was alone with Avarex, Your Com- 
panion, ſaid ſhe to him with a Smile, has ſo much the 
Air of Majeſty about him, that I cannot take the Li- 
berty of ſpeaking to him in the Manner I wou'd ; there- 

fore I addreſs myſelf to you, to intreat him to make me 
ſome of that exquiſite taſted Chocolate, with which the 
Princeſs is ſo much charmed; I wou'd regale ſome of 
my Friends privately with it, in the Apartment of the 
Vice-Queen, where I am oblige | to be. You have no 
need of an Interceſſor, reply'd he, beautiful Thamar, to 
my Companion, to influence him to render you any 
Service in his Power; I dare anſwer he will do what 
you deſire, with more Pleaſure than you can imagine. 
But, contiuued he, have you nothing to command me ? 
Do you believe I ſhou'd be leſs faithful to you than the 
Few Iſaac? Thamar was extremely ſurprized at taeſe 
Words; How, cry'd ſhe, has the eco betray'd me! No, 
Thamar, reply*d Alvarex, haſtily ; and ſince my Tongue 
muſt reveal a Secret which I had much rather you had 
diſcovered in my Eyes, know that I adore you, that 
I cou'd not ſee you without loving you, nor love you 
without being jealous I have perceived, that the 
Jew has given you Letters —- and could not reſtrain 
diſcovering to him my Suſpicions : As he dare depend 
on my Fidelity, he revealed to me the Myſtery of that 
Intrigue. I am no leſs inclined to do you Service in 
this Particular than he is; and Leonora herſelf will in- 

form you, that you may put an intire Confidence in me, 

and my Fellow Slave. You have taken an Expediert, re- 
ply'd Thamar, to reveal your Paſſion, which will not ſuf- 
fer me to teſtify my Reſentment Iwill wait fer your 
Anſwer, till I am aſſured that I have nothing to tear, 


With theſe Words (he quitted him, aud ran to inform 


1 Elvira, 


Wo 


Elvira, that Leonora had a Correſpondenre with the 
two new Slaves of Aerina; and Alvarez went to ren- 
der an Account to Seba/izan of what he had done. 
THinGs were in this State, when the Princeſs of 
» Achon took, as I have told you, a Reſolution to make 
Elvira periſh, and oblige the Viceroy to hazard every 
thing for her Satisfaction. Some Days before he had 
— to her dreadful Purpoſes, Leonora, by the Conſent 
of Don Sebaſtian, had wrote to Donna Elvira, that the 
Jew was entirely in her Intereſt, and had placed two 
Negro Slaves with the Princeſs of Achon, for no other 
Reaſon, than to ſecond the good Intentions of Thamar, 
and that ſhe might ſafely confide both in him and them, 
This lovely Slave, having perceived that the Indiſpoſi- 
tion of Xerina was counterfeit, ſuſpected that it was on 
ſome extraordinary Occaſion ; ſhe teſtify'd the Fears ſhe 
was in to Alvarez, and that obliged Suza to be more 
aſſiduous than ever about the Princeſs ; hoping, by that 
Means, to gain her Confidence, or at leaſt, to penetrate 
into her Deſigns. He appeared ſo zealous in every thing 
he did, that Jerina preſently caſt her Eyes on him for 
is. the Execution of her cruel Intent ; and 1t being con- 
"1 cluded between her and Lama to make uſe of Poiſon, 
14 for the Period of Elvira's Days, ſhe thought it could 
1 not be given her a better Way than in Chocolate, 
which ſhe drank every Morning; and in caſe there 
ſhou'd be any Suſpicion on the . of her Death, it 
wou' d be no more to appeaſe the People, than to ſacrifice 
the Black Slave, as the ſole Plotter of the horrid Deed, 
being the only Perſon in the Palace who made that Li- 
quor. Prudence does not always accompany guilty Ac- 
tions ; it often happens, that Providence throws a Miit 
over the Underſtandings of thoſe who are about to com- 
mit them ; which binders them from taking thoſe Me- 
thods, which can render their Deſigns ſucceſsful. 
XERINA, impatient for the Death of her Rival, 
ave herſef not time for Reflection; and, full of the 
dea of the Happineſs ſhe ſhould poſſeſs when Elvira 
was no more, made Suxa be called into her Cloſet ; 
where being alone with him, Zelim, ſaid the, for that 


was the Name which he aſſumed, the Affection „ 
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Zeal for me, which I have obſerved in your Behaviour. 
has attracted my Confidence I ſhall not fail to make 
your Fortune, if you render yourſelf worthy of it, by an 
entire Submiijiion to my Will——But ſwear to obey me, 
continued ſhe, before I explain myſelf any farther. Suzz, 
whom this Diſcourſe prepared for the molt dreadful 
things, fell upon his Knees, and by an Oath the moſt ſa- 
cred among thoſe of the Religion of which he appeared 
to be, promiſed to ſerve her at the Hazard of his Life : 
Then —.— with Eyes ſparkling with Joy, Take, ſaid 
ſhe, this little Gold Box, it contains a Powder, which you 
muſt mix To-morrow Morning in Chocolate, and carry 
it yourſelf, where Tamar ſhall have Orders to conduct 
you. But above all, I charge you to ſee it taken by her 
to whom I ſend you be ſecret as to the Order I give 

you, and depend on any Recompence you can aſk _ 
SUZ4A, whom Alvarex had told what Thamar had 
deſired him, not doubted but ſhe was in the Plot with 
Jerina, and that it was to the Vice-Queen the fatal 
Doſe was to be given. But he heſitated not to accept 
the horrible Commiſſion, that he might be in a Condi- 
tion to hinder the Effects of it; and having reiterated 
his Oaths to the Princeſs of Achon, that ſhe might be 
aſſured of his Sincerity, he took the Box, and left her 
in full Hope and Expectation of her Rival's Death; he 
had no ſooner quitted her, than he went to the Houſe 
of the Few, where he immediately ſent for Leonora, 
and having recounted to her all that had paſſed between 
him and the Princeſs of Acbon, he defired her to loſe 
no Time in advertiſizz the Vice-Queen of the Danger 
that threatned her, and intreated her to take no Cho- 
colate that Thamar ſhou'd cauſe to be given her by the 
new Slave of Aerina, of whom ſhe had told her. Leo- 
nora was ready to die with Apprehenſion, but execu- 
ted the Order given her by Don Sebaſtian, bleſſing 
a thouſand Times, the Hour in which he came to Goa, 
{aac charged himſelf with the Delivery of this Letter 
to Thamar, as ordinary, without diſcovering any thing 
of the Conſpiracy ; he found her juſt as he was enter- 
ing the Apartment. af Arina, ſo was obliged to at- 
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tend till ſhe came out again. When the Princeſs ſaw her 
enter, not able to diſſemble the Exceſs of her Satisfacti- 
on, ſhe roſe up, and tenderly embracing her, My dear 
Thamar, ſaid ſhe, thy Princeſs, To-morrow, will be ag 
happy as the World can make her. Then ſhe command- 
ed her to introduce Zelim into the Chamber of Elvira, at 
the Hour in which ſhe uſually took her Morning's Re- 
paſt. Theſe Words filled Thamar with Surprize and 
Terror; and as Xerina explained herſelf no farther, ſhe 
imagined that Zelim knew not the Conſequence of his 
Commiflion. To prevent this terrible Blow, ſhe pre- 
tended a Joy equal to that of the Princeſs ; but had no 
ſconer quitted her, then finding Jaac, who waited for 
ber with Impatience, {/aac, ſaid ſhe, with a Countenance 
which expreſs'd the inward Concern of her Mind, tell 
Zelim, that I muſt ſpeak with him at your Houſe, where 
T will mect with him in a few Minutes. In ſpeaking 
theſe Words, ſhe took from him the Letter of Leonora, 
an. went haſtily away, without attending his Reply, 

Su was indeed at the Houſe of 1/aac before he re- 
turned himſelf, and finding Don Sebafian and Leonora 
were there, and by their profound Melancholy teftify'd 
no leſs violent Agitations than thoſe with which herſelf 
was afflicted, made her ſtand ſome Moments at the Door 
contemplating them. But the mortal Grief which ap- 
peared in the Countenance of the pretended Zelim, ſur- 

rized her in ſuch a Manner, that wou'd ſhe have moved 
from the Place where ſhe was, ſhe eou'd not have im- 
mediately have done it. Suza was reclined on a Sofa, 
his Head leaning on one of his Hands, while the other 
held a little Picture, on which he attempted to gaze ; 
but the Tears fell from his Eyes in ſuch Abundance, that 
he had not the Power: Leonora was ſeated oppoſite to 
him in a reſpectful Manner, holding a Handkerchicf to 
her Eyes: A thouſand confuſed Ideas ran in a Moment 
through the Mind of Thamar, in beholding this Spec- 
tacle ; the more ſhe examined Zelim, the leſs ſhe found 
in him the Air of a Slave: The Regularity of his Fea- 
tures, which had nothing in them of that Harſhneſs com- 


mon to the Negroes, had often aſtoniſhed her, as well 
ES: as 


( 319] 
as thoſe of Alvarez; but at this Time ſhe was more 
ſtruck than ever, having Time to regard him, without 
being obſerved by him : An obſcure [magination of the 
Truth came into her Head, and as ſhe was extremely 
lively and ſpirituous, this Idea occaſioned an extraordi- 
ary and involuntary Movement of her Poſture, which 
rouzed Don Sebaſtian from his Reſvery, and lifting up 
his Eyes, he perceived in her all the Marks of the molt 
wild Aſtoniſhment. | 
Hz roſe immediately, as did alſo Leonora, and ad- 
vancing toward her, Beautiful Thamar, ſaid he, what 
Aﬀair has brought you hither ? And why did not aac 
inform us of your coming ? I am arrived before him, 
anſwered ſhe, and I come to know of you the Reaſon 
that Xerina will have you preſent Chocolate To- mor- 
row to the Vice-Queen, and what Orders ſhe has given 
you; to the End we may take Meaſures to prevent a 
Misfortune which J doubt is intended, and which I be- 
lieve you are ignorant of.— But, continued ſhe, I am 
much . myſelf, or the Life of the injured E/vi- 
ra is no leſs dear to you than it is to me dilguiſe no- 
thing from me; that illuſtrious Unfortunate has given 
me the Hiſtory of all her Sorrows, and I cannot help 
ſuſpecting there is in this Place a Man who deſerves 
more of her Affection than her cruel Huſband. If it 
be ſo, let us join all together for her Preſervation, and 
above all be ſure you preſent nothing to £/vira, that 
you receive from the Hand of Xerina. In fine, added 
ſhe, if you are not Don Sebaſtian de Suza under that 
borrowed Figure, as the Nobleneſs I have remarked in 
you makes me believe you are, aſſume, if poſſible, his 
Sentiments, his Love, his Generoſity, to deliver from 
this ſevere Treatment, the molt perfect and moſt un- 
happy Perſon upon Earth. 
THese Words pronounced with an Openneſs and Spi- 
rit which Diſſimulation rarely wears, reſtored Thamar 
to the good Opinion of Sebaſtian; and judging it ill 
Policy to conceal any thing from a Woman ſo neceſſary 
to his Deſigns, he confeſſed that her Penetration was 
juſt, and that he was really that unfortunate Lover of 
2 Elvira 
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Elvira ſhe had imagined ; and then proceeded to ac- 
quaint her with all the Converſation he had with the 
Princeſs of Achon, the Powder ſhe had given him, and 
the Manner in which ſhe had ordered him to uſe it. Leo- 
nora allo told her of the Letter ſhe had wrote to the 
Vice-Queen, to intreat ſhe wou'd take nothing from her 
Hand; on which Thamar, who had not yet delivered 
it, pulled it out of her Boſom, and returning it, de- 
fred ſhe wou'd change the Expreſſion, ſince there was 
no Perſon in the World more ſincere to her than her- 
ſelf. Leoncra excuſed her Suſpicion for the Appear- 
ances there were for it, and afterwards they conſulted 
what was beſt to be done in this Affair: It was at laſt 
agreed, that Don Sebaſtian ſhou'd execute the Orders 
of X-rina, ſo far as to give empoiſoned Chocolate to 
the Hand of Elvira, not only that by that Means he 
u ou'd have the Satisfaction of ſeeing her, but alſo that 
when Proof was made of the Poiſon, they conceived 
there was no farther Meaſures to be taken with Lama, 
bat to demand Juſtice of the Court, for the Treatment 
he had given his Wife. But both Sebaffian and Leo- 
nora warned Thamar not to give the leaſt Hint that 
ſhe received theſe Services from the Perſon ſhe did; or 
that Zelim was any other than he ſeemed. This ami- 
able Slave aſſured them, ſhe wou'd act in every thing as 
they wou'd have her ; and after being perfeRly inſtruct- 
ed in what each of them had to do, th:y ſeparated for 
that Time. 3 

THAMAR, charmed to find the Man for whom her 
Heart in ſecret declared itſelf, was a Chriſtian, and that 
faithful 4/verez, of whom ſhe had heard Elvira ſpeak 
in the Recital of her Adventures ; went to that Lady, 
with a Mind more at Eafe than cou'd be expected in the 
Multiplicity of Accidents which employed it. 

Doxxa Elvira received from her the Letter of Leo- 
nora, and Thamar having defired her to read it, ſhe 
found it contained theſe Words: 
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LEONORA 72 her dear and ever-honoured 
Miſtreſs. 


« FT ſeems as if Heaven merely for your Preſerva- 
«a tion had ſent to Goa the new Slave of your 
« Enemy. Your precious Life, and with it all 
« our Hopes had been loſt, had the cruel Princeſs made 
* choice of any other for the Execution of her Deſigns 
ah: follow, Madam, the Counſcls of Thamar,. 
and of the Moor Zelim. 


ELF IRA was ſo little capable of comprehending the 
obſcure Senſe of this Letter, that ſhe was obliged to de- 
fire an Explanation of Thamar: She then made an ex- 
act Recital of all that had paſs'd, exaggerating the Me- 
rit of the Slave Zelim, his Zeal to ſerve her, and the 
Horror he conceived at the Treachery and Barbarity of 
Don Balthazar and the Princeſs of Achon: If, Madam, 
ſaid ſhe, finding this Project fail, that cruel Huſband 
ſhou'd proceed co ary Violence againſt you, this faith- 
ful Maor will deliver you from it, by plunging a Dag- 
ger in Ris Breaſt. 

Donxa Elvira cou'd not reſtrain her Tears at being 
told the Fate Don Lama had prepared for her ; but wil- 
ling to doubt if he conſented to this Action, ſhe endea- 
voured to perſuade Thamar that Xerina was the ſole: 
Contriver of it; bu: that b. autiful Slave would not ſuffer 
her to remain in a Belief ſo favourable of her Spouſe, 
whom the knew fo little merited it from her. She talked 
to her a long time on that Head, but all ſhe cou'd ſay 
was inſufficient to make that virtvous Wife utter one re- 
proachſul Word againit him: She promiſed, however, 
to ſwallo / nothing that ſhou'd be brought to her from 
Aerina, and to make a different Uſe of the Poiſon than 
what was expected by that cruel Woman. All the Re- 
mainder of this Day was ſpent in Inquietudes, and. 
Impaticnce by both Parties. Xerina having obſerved a 
heuvy Sadneſs hing on the Viceroy's Brow, wou'd not 
acqu.iat him that the had taken the Meaſures ſhe had 

done for the D-ath of ker Rival, fearing that he had. 
| 1 changed 
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changed his Sentiments : Neither did Don Ba/thazar 
once mention E/vira to her; it is certain he now began 
to feel a little Remorſe for having permitted ſuch an 
Action, and wou'd not remind her of it, in the Hope 
that Time might render her more mild. He found, 
however, a certain Weight upon his Spirits, which at 
that Time he knew not the Occaſion of, and retired to 
his own Apartment much ſooner than he was accuſtom'd 
to leave that of Xerina ; the Night afforded him na 
more Tranquillity, his Slumbers were a thouſand times 
interrupted by thoſe dread: Ideas which Guile ſeldom 
fails to raiſe in the Mind: And not able to endure the 
violent Agitations with which he was ſeized, he quitted. 
his Bed, and waited with Impatience for Day, with a 
Reſolution to go to the Princeſs of Achon, and.engage 
Fer to content herſelf with the Sufferings of the Vice- 
Queen, without giving her a violent Death. 

Durixc this Combat between Honour, Love, and 
Pity, the Hour arrived in. which Don Sebaſtian was to 
be introduced to the Apartment of E/vira : Before he 
went, Xerina made him be call'd to her, and again re- 
commended to him the punctual Performance of what 
he had promiſed: He reiterated his Oaths, and then 
left her to go to her Rival; to whom Thamar immedi- 
ately conducted him. That beautiful Lady was yet in 
Bed,. having been accuſtomed. to drink her Chocolate 
before ſhe roſe; ſhe now wou'd no: change her Manner, 
to give any Suſpicion to the other. Slaves. 

|. #9 Sebaſtian ſeeing himſelf ſo near the only Object 
to which his Life was attached, was ſeized with ſo uni- 
verſal a Trembling, that he cou'd ſcarce ſupport him- 
ſelf to approach the Bed: Ei perceived it, and be- 
lieving that the Commiſion with which he was charged. 
had occaſioned it, Fear nothing, ſaid ſhe to him; and 
hen he was come near enough for her to ſpeak low to 
him, that the other Slaves might not hear her, Whether 
T live er die, continued ſhe, I know how to defend you 
from the Danger to which you expoſe yourſelf for my 
Sake. I fear not Death, Madam, anſwered he, counter- 
feiting a broken Portugueſe, and with a Voice which the 
Agitations he was in, entirely changed; but I wou'd 
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prevent yours. In ſpeaking this, he preſented her the 
fatal Liquor; and as every thing was before concerted 
between Thamar and the Vice-Queen, after he had 
poured it into a ſmall China Baſon, You are he, cry'd 
ſhe, with a loud Voice, that prepares this Liquor for the 
. Princeſs of Achon; all that are about me here, I know, 
are devoted to her: Whatever comes out of her Palace 
may, therefore, give me Cauſe of Suſpicion, and I am: 
reſolved now to be convinced whether they are ground- 
leſs or not. She had no ſooner uttered theſe Words,. 
- than ſhe took the Baſon, and calling a little Dog which. 
continually followed one of the Slaves, ſet it down be- 
fore him. The Animal ſwallowed greedily the well- 
ſweeten'd. Potion, and had ſcarce devoured it all, when: 
his Eyes ſtarted from his Head, his Teeth dropt oat, 
and he fell dead in the Preſence of all there. Thoſe 
who were Witneſſes of this Adventure, ſeemed thunder- 
ſtruck Thamar and the pretended Zelim affected the 
utmoſt Aſtoniſhment : Elvira alone appeared tranquil, 
and was preparing to ſpeak, when ſhe was hindred by a 
great Noiſe in one of the Rooms that preceded the 
Chamber in which they were; and immediately the 
Viceroy entered, followed by a great Number of Cour- 
tiers and Attendants: It is eaſy to judge the Surprize 
Elvira was in, but impoſſible to deſcribe to you the 
Condition of Don Lama, nor the different Emotions of: 
the Perſons intereſted in this Affair. | 
Tu Viceroy, perſecuted by his Remorſe, as I have: 
already ſaid, came early to the Apartment of Xerina, 
to diſſuade her from procceding to any Extremities with. 
Elvira ; but as that Princeſs had already diſpatched. 
Zelim on the cruel Errand, and believing nothing now: 
cou'd avert the intended Blow, the no ſooner. ſaw him 
enter, than ſhe cry'd out with a manifeſt Pleaſure in 
tier Eyes and Voice, Now, my Lord, you will be only 
for the happy Xerina this Initant delivers you. 
from an Object equally odious to us both Theſe 
Words ſtruck Horror to the Heart of Lama, already: 
much changed by the Reflections of the Night.; and. 
not being able to make her any Reply, he flew directiy 
from. her like a Man abandoned by his Reaſon, and 
2 6 8 meeting, 
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Reaſon, and meeting, as he croſſed. the Palace, ſome 
that were coming to attend his Levce, cry'd out to 
them, Follow me, all of you, to the Apartment of the 
Vice-Queen -»——- to which he ran, and entered juſt as 
they had made the Proof of the Chocolate. , 

THosE who followed him, perceived he was in an 
Agitation, which made them expect ſome great Event; 
but, among them all, there was not one who did not 
wiſh it might turn in favour of Era. When he came 
into the Chamber of Elvira, the Silence that reigned 
there, the Conſternation that appeared in\the Faces of 
the attending Slaves, the Dog which lay a frightful 
SpeQacle, extended on the Floor, near the Baſon, in 
Which -ſome of the Chocolite was yet remaining; all 
together filed him with ſo dreadful a Suſpicion, that, 
quite overcome with it, he threw himſelf down on a 

'arpet, and cou'd utter no more than, Oh Heaven! 
what do I fee! And what have I done! 

ELVIRA being litdle recovered from the Surprize 
His unexpected Preſence kad occaſioned : Pardon me, my 
Lord, ſaid ſhe, that I refuſe to ſubmit to Death, which 
I cool not perſuade myſelt was the Effect of your 
Command — I have preſerved my Life for you alone 
to be the Diſpoſe x of it I cannot reſolve to be the 
Sacrifice of the cracl Princeſs of Achon, but I am ready 
to yield to any Sentence pronounced by you. —— If my 
Heath is ne ceſſa y to you, command it this Inftant—— 
Speak, my Lord, tho' the fatal Draught X#rina had. 
prepared for me has yet only ſerved for the Deſtruction 
of that Animal, there ſtill remains enough to give me 
th: Sitis/ation of proving how much I think it my 
Gicry to ſubmit to you. 

W:11s ſhe was ſpeaking in this Manner, Tamar 
grew Pie as Death, Don Sebaſtian ſtood ready to. 
pierce the Heart of his hated Rival, if he durit pre- 
fur to make any Attempt on the Life of E/y;-a, and 
21 ti Company were filled with the utmoſt Admiration 
ot the high Virtue of that admirable Lady, and Con- 
tempi for the unworthy Poſſeſſor of ſach a Treaſure, 
Den Lana was not in a Condition to obſerve theſe diffe- 
rem Eniotons ; his Eyes were fixed on Elvira, ſeem- 
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ing to devour every Word that came out of her Mouth, 
It was ſome time before he cou'd make any 
Reply ; but, at laſt, uſing his utmoſt Efforts to vanquiſh 
a Grief, which in ſpite oi him, began to manifeſt 1elf 
in his Tears ; Let all, ſaid he, but Thamar, and the 
Black Slave go out of the Room. Every body obey'd ; 
and when there was only they Four, Madam, ſaid he 
to the Vice-Queen, it wou'd be vain for me to pretend 
to juſtify myſelf nothing can excuſe my Crune, not 
even the Remorſe it has occaſioned — I confeſs, 
the Affronts I nave offer'd you, have been groſs, and I 
owe you all Manner of Reparations for the Offences I 
have been guilty of I with it was permitted me 
to revenge you on all your Enemies; but add to the Pa- 
tience you had in your cuffciings, the Generoſity to 
rome a Frinceſs, Who will be enough puniſhed in the 
oſs of her Hopes As I cannot bring my Heart 
to yield you up that principal Victim, I will, however, 
make you a Sacrifice of her Agents T heſe two 
unhappy Slaves, c:ntinued he, pointing to Thamar and 
Zelim, ſhall experience how dangerous it is tobe charged 
with ſuch Commiiſions As for myſelf, I tear 
that Heaven, irritated by the repeated Wrongs I have 
done you, will not allo me Time to repair them, and 
that my Death will ſhortly be the only Happineſs I ſhall 
be able to procure. you. 
TursE Words touched Elvira to the Soul; a tender 
Compaſſion overflowed all her Reſentment, and looking 


on him with the moſt charming Sweetneſs ; Ah! my- 


Lord, faid ſhe, if you conſent that I ſhall live, you. 
mult alſo reſolve to live with me. I not only pardon 
Ae ina, but 1 will never remind you of her Fault. For 
thele Slaves, continued ſhe, it is to them I am indebted 
for my Life; they are innocent, and all the Reparation. 
J intreat is, that you wou'd p:otett them from the 
Fury of the Princeſs of Acbon. She then made a Sign 
to 7hamar to inform the Viceroy how Yerina had ſub- 


orned Zelim. This amiable Mid obeyens acr with the 


molt graceful Addreſs ; aud, Wim injuring the Fruth, 
concealed the ſecrec Motives whic!; had made them fo 


z:alous for the Freiervation ot Elvira. Don _— 
| eard 


tations. Donna Elvira, truly ſenſible of the Pains he 
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heard her with Attention; and when ſhe had done 
| — Alas ! Madam, faid he to the Vice- Queen, 


ey are indeed worthy not only of Pardon, but of Re- 
compence : Permit them to remain in your Service, 


their Lives cannot any where be ſo ſecure by the Care 


I will take of yours. 
Wiru theſe Words, he went out of the Room; and 
Thamar diſquieted for Don Seba/tian, whom Donna EI. 


vira never fuſpected for any thing but what he ſeemed, 


intreated her to permit him to retire to the Few 1/aac,. 
where he wou'd have nothing to fear ; ſhe conſented, 
but commanded him not to quit Goa, without her Or- 
der. Suxa made no other Anſwer, than a low Bow, 


and taking the Advantage of the Confuſion which the 


whole Palace of the Viceroy was in, went out without 
any Notice being taken of hi, and retired to the Houſe 
of the Jeg, where Alvarex and Leonora impatiently 


waited for him, and the Iſſue of this Adventure. 


He recounted exactly to them all the Particulars ; but 


the Sight of Elvira, and the Repentance of his Rival, 


had put his Mind in ſo cruel a Situation, that he ſcarcely 
thought on any other Things. 

LAMA had no ſooner left Elvira, than he placed 
Guards about the Princefs of Achon, under the Pretence 
of defending her from the Rage of the Portugueſe, on 


being informed, that ſhe had attempted to poiſon the 


Vice-Queen ; but, in reality, to preyent her Fury from 


any new Aſſault on Elvira, to whom he now gave the 


Liberty of the whole Palace, order'd ſhe ſhou'd com- 


mand as abſolute Sovereign, and that ſhe ſhou'd take 
Poſſeſſion of that Apartment which it was her Right to 
have fille ever fince her Arrival, recalled Leonora; 


and, in fine, did cyery thing that cou'd be expected to 
atteſt his Penitence and Shame for his paſt Behaviour. 


Tu beautiful aud virtuous Vice-Queen ſeemed to 


take no other Pleaſure in her Liberty, than becauſe it gave 
her an Opportunity of being near her: Huſband, whom 
the very next Day after this Change in her Fortune ſhe 
found in Bed, a violent Fever having ſucceeded his Agi- 
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languiſhed under, and ſhutting herſelf up with him, 
never quitted his Bed- ſide one Moment all the Time of 
his Sickneſs. Lama teſlify'd his Gratitude by all the 
Marks of ſincere Repentance, never opening his Mouth 
but to aſk her Forgiveneſs, and to intreat ſh: wou'd not 
hate him. Theſe kind of Diſcourſes pierced the Heart 


of the beautiful E/vira, and, in ſpite of the Repug- 


nance ſhe had to love him, gave her Duty all the Air of 
the moſt perfect Tenderneſs. The fourth Day of his 
Indiſpoſition, his Fever arrived to ſuch a Height, that 
his Phyſician deſpaired of ſaving his Life; which F1- 
vira was no ſooner apprized of, than ſhe burit into a 
Torrent of unfeigned Tears; Thamar and Leonora, who 
ſeconded their dear Miſtreſs in their Aſſiduities about 
him, ſhared alſo her Griefs; and Sighs and Groans 
were all the Language now to be heard among them. 
THe Viceroy knew by their Tears, as well as by 
what he found in himſelf, that there was no Hope 
of his Recovery, and deſired that Leonora and Tamar 
might draw near to be Witneſies of what he had to ſay: 
They obey'd ; and reſuming his Diſcourſe, Madam, ſaid 


he to Elvira, with a dying Voice, and pointing to a 


Caſket that ſtood near him on a Table, you will find my 
laſt Will in that; but I defire you will not open it till 
you arrive at Lisbon, where, if you wou'd do me a Plea- 
ſure, you ſhall promiſe me to go as ſoon as the Weather 
will permit you to make that Voyage. I] commit, con- 
tinued he, the Care of this Caſket to Leonora, with a 
ſtrict Charge not to deliver it into your Hands, but in 
the Preſ:nce of Don Pedro de Zuares, your Uncle; Don 
Sebaſtian de Suxa; and thoſe others of your Friends 
whom you can conveniertly ſummon together. Then he 
ordered Leonora to take the Caſket, and purſued, in 
Arms the Key to the Vice- Queen; Vou will ſee, Ma- 
am, an authentic Teſtimony of the Eſteem JI have for 
you, and the Admiration you have inſpired me with; 
1 flatter myſelf, that my laſt Moments will keep you 
from remembering me with Deteſtation He had 
perhaps ſaid more, but he found himſelf too ill, and 
dome Moments after he loſt all. Knowledge, and died 
18. 
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in the Arms of Elvira, who had ftretched them out to 
embrace him. | 

Tux immediately removed her from this diſmal 
Spectacle, and Thamar and Leonora carried her into her 
own Apartment, almoſt as diſconſolate as if the had loft 
what was moſt dear to her in the World; but, in fine, 
as ſhe had loft in this Husband a Man who had been the 
Author of all the Misfortunes of her Life, when the 


| firſt Emotions of that Pity, ſo natural to all noble Souls, 


was a little appeaſed, ſhe found Reaſons enough to mi- 
tigate her Griefs. _ 

DukixG the Sickneſs of Don Balrbazar, the Prin- 
ceſs of Achon ceaſed not to write to him every Hour, in- 
treating ſhe might be permitted to ſpeak to him, tho? 
but for a Moment. Leonora, however, and Thamar, to 
whom theſe Letters were delivered; ſuffered none of 
them to come to his Hand; judging it improper, as he 
had not ſpoke a Word that teility'd te had any Remem- 
brance of her, to renew the Itea of her in his Mind. 

TH1s violent Princeſs, on the Change of Don Bal- 
thazar, and the News cf his Death, attempted ſeveral. 
times to deſtroy herſelf. and it was not without the ut-- 


moſt Care that ſhe was prevented from executing her 


deſperate Purpoſe. Donna Elvira in formed of her Si- 
tuation, was influenced by her Generoſity, ſo far as 
even to ſend to conſole her, and tq let her kaow ſhe: 
was at the ſame Liberty at Goa as heretofore. 


Tx1s beautiful Widow ordered the moſt magnificent 


Obiequies for her Spouſe, and when diſengaged from 


the Solemnities of the firſt Mourning, began to think of. 


- Quitting a Place which bad afforded her ſo liitie Satiſ- 
faction. The Ships were now making ready to depart 
for Lisbon, and ſhe was willing to go with tae firit that 
ſhou'd ſet ſail ; and, therefore, made ail neceſi>ry Prepa-- 
rations for embaricing : Put noc Eving forgot the der- 
vice done her by the Mar Zelim, me commanded Tha- 
mar to have him found and brouglit to her. Phis agree- 
able Slave obeyed the Order wien Pleaſure, and very 
well knew where to find him, he Ceing ſtil! at tue Fear 
- Jſaac's, whence he had no Thoughts os removing till 
he 
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he ſaw. what Reſolutions Donna Elvira wou'd take af- 
ter the Death of Don Balthazar. 

Dvuri1nc all theſe Accidents, Leonora and Thamar were 
frequently with him, to inform him of all that paſſed. 
Alvarez and the fair Slave, ſeeing all Things happen fo 
favourable for him, adviſed him to diſcover himſelf to 
Elvira, and to make known the amorous Sebaſtian under 
the Diſguiſe of the faithful Zelim ; but he was better ac- 
quainted with the Nicety of Elvira's Virtue than they 
were, and judged, that his Preſence wou'd alarm her, 
at a JunQure ſo very delicate: He, therefore, made his 
Reſpe& triumph over his Love, the more to conform 
himſelf to the Sentiments of her he adored, and reſolv- 
ed not to be known to her till they ſhou'd arrive in Por- 
tugal ; thinking, that, perhaps, there might be vile 
Tongues who might miſrepreſent her Character, if they 
ſhou'd find ſhe had received any Services, during her 
Huſband's Life, from the Man whom ſhe had loved before 
Marriage : In ſpite, therefore, of thoſe Emotions which 
Hope and Joy inſpired in him, he reſolved to continue in 
his firſt Deſigns ; and when Thamar came to call him to 
her, he aſſured that Slave, that he wou'd not utter one 
Word, or do one Action, that ſhou'd give her room to 
think he was other than at preſent he pretended to be. 

In this Determination, he appeared the ſecond time 
before Elvira. This beautiful Lady, who had not till 
then had Leiſure to examine him, now thought ſhe found 
in him ſome Reſemblance of a Man, who was never 
abſent from her Thoughts: She conſidered the Moor as 
a Perſon to whom ſhe owed her Life, and that Reflec- 
tion engaged her to look with more curious Eyes, if 
there was any thing in his outward Form, which de- 
noted ſo noble and generous a Soul ; but the Diſcovery 
ſhe made was painful to her ; ſhe ſaw indeed an Air of 
Greatneſs in his Perſon, but then it was an Air which 
brought to her Mind that of Don Seba//ian ; and the 
more ſhe looked, the more ſhe was amazed and diſ- 
quieted, and Bluſhes covered her Cheeks, while a Flood 
of Softneſs overwhelm'd her Heart, Don Sebaſtian 
all the Time of this Examination, was no leſs taken 

| h up 
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up in contemplating her Charms; ſhe appeared ſo beau- 
tiful to him in her Sables, that he was a thouſand times 
about to throw himſelf at her Feet, and to teſtify, by 
the Exceſs of his Tranſports, that of his Affection; but 
reflefting on the Effect it might perhaps produce, he 
conſtrained himſelf to make appear in his Eyes no more 
than the Reſpect due to his Quality, The Silence both 
the one and the other obſerved, had ſomething in it ſo 
fingu!:r, that Thamar fearing it wou'd end in —_— 
cont:;;.ry to the Deſign of Don Sebaſtian, approache 
Elvira, and rouzed her from that kind of Extaſy into 
which ſhe was fallen; Madam, ſaid ſhe, Zelim attends 
your Orders. I know he does, anſwered ſhe, with a 
Sigh, which the Memory of Suza forced from her: 
Zelim, continued ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to him, I owe 
my Life to you ; I will not be ungrateful ; if you will 
follow me to Liabon, it will be my Care to make you 
happy; and as a Proof of my Gratitude, talas that. 
With theſe Words, ſhe plucked a Diamond of great Va- 
lue from her Finger, and gave it to him: Keep that 
Jewel, added ſhe, as a Pledge of what I will hereafter do 
for you. The pretended Zelim fell on his Knees, and re- 
ceived the Favour ſhe beſtowed on him, and counterfeit- 
ing a different Voice as much as he cou'd, ſwore never 
to quit her; and from this Time to the Day of their De- 
parture, not an Hour paſſed over, in which he did not give 
ſome Teſtimony of his Aſſiduity and Zeal to ſerve her. 

ELVIRA, who always look'd on him with Pleaiure, 
cou'd not conceal from Leonora and Thamar, the great 
Reſew lance ſhe found between his Features and thoſe 
of Don Sebaſtian ; but they made ſlight Anſwers to her 
Obſervations, in Compliance with his Deſires, to con- 
tinue Zelim, till a fitter Occaſion ſhou'd diſcover him to 
be Suxa. | 

Tus: two Confidants, without entering intirely into 
his Thoughts, did not attempt to perſuade him to any 
thing he did not expreſs an Inciination for himſelf, be- 
ing ſenſible of his Prudence, and that he was perfectly 
acquainted with the whole Soul of Elvira. Nothing re- 
markable happening till the Time of their Embarking, 

nor 
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nor in the Courſe of their Voyage; I will only tell you, 
that both Elvira and Don Sebaſtian went on board with 
Sentiments very different from thoſe which had accom- 
panied them at their Landing, and that they arrived 
ſafely at Lisbon; where the whole Court being already in- 
formed of the Behaviour of Don Lama, and the unwor- 
thy Treatment he had given his Spouſe, the King was 
ready, on the preſſing Inſtances of Don Pedro, and the 
reſt of the Zuarian Family, to call him back, and oblige 
him to ſhew Reaſon for his Action; when Elvira let 
them know, there was an End, at once, of him and her 
Misfortunes, by a Return which they did not expect. 
| ALL Lisbon went forth to meet her, and the Joy they 
expreſs'd at ſeeing her delivered from the Woes ſhe had 
endured, was a kind of Triumph for her : 'They con- 
ducted her to her Palace, where Donna Catherina de 
Mendoce was one of the firſt to viſit, not only through a 
Pong Regard for herſelf, but hoping alſo to hear Hom 
er ſome News of Don Sebaſtian, who had never wrote 
to her ſince his Departure, fearing his Letters might, 
by ſome Accident, be intercepted, Don Pedro and the 
renewed their Friendſhip — natural Affection for the 
Vice-Queen with all the Joy and Tenderneſs imagina- 
ble, anſwering all the Tears which the Remembrance 
of her Misfortunes made her ſhed, and joining her in 
— to Heaven, which had at laſt put a Period to 
them. 
Donna Catherina wou'd not preſently aſk her any 
Queſtions concerning Suza ; and Donna Elvira think- 
ing her Duty forbade her to think on any Man-ſo ſoon 
after the Death of her Huſband, wou'd make no men- 
tion of him, tho' both had an equal Impatience to hear 
News of him. But Leonora, who very much longed to 
{ce the End of this Affair, reminded the fair Widow, 
that ſhe had now in Preſence the Perſons before whom 
the deceaſed Don Balthazar deſired his laſt Words 
ſhou'd be declared, and preſſed her to open the Caſket, 
ſince there was none wanting to be witneſs of what it 
ſhou'd contain, but Don Sebaſtian de Suxa, who might 


very well be repreſented by his Mother, 
ELVIRA 
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ELVIRA ſeem'd fo defirons of deferring it ſome 
Days that Leonora was obliged to be ſilent; but 
what ſhe had already ſaid, had excited ſo great a Curi- 
oſity in all the Kindred and Friends of Elvira, who 
were there aſſembled, that it was not poſſible for her to 
delay giving them the Satisfaction they required. Leo- 
nora brought the Caſket, and, when opened, they found 
it contained the moſt valuable of the Viceroy's Jewels, 
the Deeds of his Eſtate, and whatever he had valuable 
in the World; but that which moſt attracted their At- 
tention, was a Writing in his own Hand, by which he 
endowed Elvira with every thing, did the utmoſt Juſ- 
tice to her Virtue, confeſſed the unworthy Motives of 
his Marriage with her, his ungenerous Proſecution of 
Don Sebaſtian, and his Love for Xerina ; for all which, 
he intreated Pardon of Elvira, of Don Sebaſtian, and of 
Don Pedro, and declaring that his laſt Requeſt to his Wi- 
dow was, that ſhe ſhou'd not wait till the Time of Mourn- 
ing for him was expired, but that ſhe ſhou'd give her 
Hand to his Rival, as ſoon as ſhe arrived at Lisbon, as a 
Reparation for the Wrong he had done him, and to render 
his Remembrance leſs odious to thoſe he had offended. 

TH 1s Laſt Teſtament being read before a numerous 
Aſſembly, Elvira cou'd not refrain her Tears; Donna 
Catherina bore her Company in that tender Employment, 
and every one loſt the Hate they had for Lama, in ſee- 
ing the Marks of his Repentance. But the Mother of 
Suxa thinking it was now a proper Time to mention her 
Son, began to teſtify the Diſquiets ſhe had undergone 
in being able to hear no News of him ſince his Depar- 
ture for Goa ; and then informed Donna Elvira, and 
all who were preſent, of the Motives of his Voyage, 
and the Time in which he embarked. 

Tus Recital involved tho Vice-Queen in a Perplexi- 
ty, which ſhe cou'd not diſſemble; the Service ſhe had 
received from the Moor Zelim, the Reſemblance be- 
tween his Features and thoſe of Don Sebaſtian, and the 
ſecret Inclination ſhe had for him, gave her a confuſed 
Idea of ſomething which ſhe cou'd not as yet well 
reconcile to Reaſon ; But without communicating 7 
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- Suſpicions, ſhe ordered immediately, that the Negro 
Slave who came with her, ſhould be brought into her 
Room. Elvira having made no Anſwer to Donna Ca- 
therina's Demand concerning her Son, and her ſudden 
ſending for the Slave, threw that Lady into moſt terri- 
ble Fears, that ſhe ſhou'd hear ſome fatal Account from 
the Mouth of that Perſon, which the Softneſs of Elui- 
ra's Nature wou'd rot permit her to reveal herſelf. 
ZELTM preſently appear'd in the midſt of his 
Friends and Kindred, and before the Eyes of his Mo- 
ther, without any of them ſuſpecting him for Sebaſtian 3 
but if they knew him not, they could not help admi- 
ring him. As he came now with an Intention to diſco- 
ver himſef, he threw off that awed an timid Air which 
he had affected to deceive Elvira, and reſum'd that 
Look of Majeſty which was natural to him. Every 
body ſpoke of him with Wonder, and ſaid, they had 
never beheld ſo extraordinary a Black. | 
Donna Elvira, in ſeeing him thus, began to ſtrength- 
en the Conjectures ſhe before had formed, and impatient 
to be ſatisfy'd ; Zelim, ſaid ſhe, my Gratitude obliges. 
me to acknowledge, before the whole World, that it is 
to your Cares I am indevted for my Life : What you 
have done for me, therefore, leaves no room to imagine 
you will ſully the Glory of ſuch good Actions, by diſ- 
guiling the Motive which induced you to them. I 
well, that Compaſſion was alone ſufficient to 
a generous Mind; but I have diſcovered ſomethin 
which makes me believe you are excited by an Intere 
Declare the Truth, I conjure you, 
before this Company it is for my Glory to have 
it known. That, Madam, anſwered he, throwing him- 
ſelf at her Feet, is too dear to me, not to be defended 
at the Hazard of my Life. He wou'd have continued, 
but the Sound of his Voice, which he no longer diſ- 
guiſed, was ſo well known to Donna Elvira, and Donna 
Catherina de Mendece, that they both cry'd at the fame 
Time, Oh God ! it is Don Sebaſtian 5 
Yes, 'tis he indeed, reſumed Sebaſtian, who havin 
dedicated his Life to the incomparable &#lvira, woul 
employ it no otherwiſe than in her Service, Ne- 
| ver 
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ver Surprize was equal to that of this noble Company : 
None of them would permit him to proceed, til they 
had embraced him in their ſeveral Turns, and teſtify'd 
their Joy at his Safety and Return. Thamar and Leo- 
nora intreated him to acquaint the Vice-Queen and 
Donna Catherina with all that had paſſed ſince his Arri- 
val from Goa. This beautiful Widow cou'd not reſtrain 
her Aſtoniſhment, and felt in her Heart a re oubling of 
all the Tenderneſs ſhe had bore for him: The reſpect- 
ful Conduct which Sza had obſerved to her, never do- 
ing any thing under his Diſguiſe which might give her 

uſe to know him, appeared to her ſo great a Proof 
of the Perfection of his Paſſion, as that of having ſaved 
her Life. The firſt Tumults of a confuſed Joy being 
over, he returned to Donna Catherina de Mendoce, to 
whom he teſtify'd all that a filial Love, Duty, and 
Gratitude cou'd inſpire. 

Id fine, after ſome time was paſſed in Queſtions, in 
Recitals, and in Teſtimonies of the higheſt Satisfaction, 
Alvarez was called in; who being furniſhed with the 
Water which was to reſtore them to their native Co- 
lour, Don Sebaſtian made uſe of it, and preſently ap- 

ear*'d ſuch as he was Donna Catherina and Don Pe- 
dro preſſed Elvira to execute the Will of Lama, in 
eſpouſing Suza in a few Days; but that virtuous Lady, 
who preferred her Duty to all Things elſe, would not 
be prevailed with to conſent, and obliged Don Sebaſtian 
alſo not to repine at this Delay of his ſo long expected 
Happineſs. 

As ſoon as the Court was inform'd of the Truth of 
this Adventure, Don Sebaſtian had his Sentence of Ba- 
niſhment repealed, and he was called back to Lisbon: 
They likewife ordain'd, that the beautiful and virtuous 
Elvira ſhou*d not attend till the End of her Mourning, 
for giving her Hand to Suza ; willing by this, to repair, 
in ſome meaſure, the Injuſtice had been done them both, 
in Favour of Don Ba/thazar. The Marriage was ſo- 
lemnized in all imaginable Pomp, and with the uni- 
verſal Applauſe of all Lisbon. Thamar was made a 


Chriſtian, and eſpouſed to Alvarez ; who both of * 
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found a Recompence for their Zeal and Fidelity, from 
the Generoſity of Don Sebaſtian and his amiable Wife. 
THE — Elvira, in her Union with Szza, 


found, that tho Duty conducted by Virtue alone, gave 
a high Reputation, yet Duty conducted by Love and 
Tenderneſs, was the only Source of true Happineſs. 


Tuis Hiſtory gave an exceeding Pleaſure to Urania 


and her Friends, which they teſtified in the Praiſes they 


gave Alcippe; not only that he had made choice of ſo 
elegant a Subject for their Entertainment, but alfa for 
the agreeable Manner in which he had related it. 
Tu v had perhaps continued their Encomiums much 
longer, had they not been interrupted by a Summons to 
Table, where Supper waited for tbem. They had 
ſcarcely placed themſelves, when Thelamont received 
Letters from Paris, by an Expreſs which he had ſent 


- thither : As they were on a preſſing Affair, he intreat- 


ed Leave of the Company to examine the Contents; 
and found, that his Merit, his Learning, and his Birth, 
had made the Council pitch on him for filling a Poſt of 
great Honour, and required his immediate taking the 
Poſſeſſion of. He wou'd not make a Secret of it to his 
Friends, and having ſhewed them the Packet, received 
the ſincere Congratulations of all this amiable Aſſembly, 
who reſolved to depart all together the next Morning. 
As they knew this Commiſſion wou'd very much en- 
groſs Thelamant's Time, this agreeable _—_ judged 
they ſhou'd never re- aſſemble any more in this ſweet 
Retreat; Camilla cou'd not diſſemble her Chagrin on 
this Subject, and ſaid a Thouſand pretty Things on 
*he Occaſion. No Perſon, cry'd Feleia, interrupting 
her, has ſo much reaſon to be concerned as Orophanes, 
ſince this Change aboliſhes his Laws. We ſhall follow 
them wherever we go, aid Urania, and the Avocation 
of Thelamont is not at l incampatible with Rules ſo 
perfectly agreeable. , 
IT was eaſy to ſee, however, that Urania had ſome 
Regret in quitting ſo ſoon her Retreat, but ſhe endea- 
voured to conceal it; and her Friends changing now 
their Manner of Converſation, entertained each _ 
WI 
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with nothing but their Departure; to prepare for which 
they ſeparated much more early than they were ac- * 
cuſtomed ; then ſought, in the Arms of Sleep, that Re- 
poſe of which they ſtood in need. All the Company 
roſe ſoon after the Sun, and having partook of a Break- 
faſt, ſerved with the ſame Elegance as the other Colla- 
tion of Urania had been, went into their Coaches, and 
bid Adieu to that delightful Manfion, in which they 
had paſſed ſa many happy Days, no leſs amuſing than 


